
Date: March 6, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: The Lost Chord               Sir Arthur Sullivan (1842-1900)

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as
we quietly prepare ourselves for worship

Introit:

*Opening Hymn   Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days   No. 269

1. Lord, who throughout these forty days for us didst fast and pray, teach us with
thee to mourn our sins and close by thee to stay.

2. As thou with Satan didst contend, and didst the victory win, O give us strength in
thee to fight, in thee to conquer sin.

3. As thou didst hunger bear, and thirst, so teach us, gracious Lord, to die to self,
and chiefly live by thy most holy word.

4. And through these days of penitence, and through thy passiontide, yea, evermore
in life and death, Jesus, with us abide.

5. Abide with us, that so, this life of su�ering over past, an easter of unending joy
we may attain at last.



Call to Worship
Because they love me says the Lord,
I will rescue them
I will protect them,
for they acknowledge my name.
He will call on me, and I will answer him;
I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him.

Unison Prayer
Loving God,
you have called forth disciples and prophets
to live and speak your word.
Give us ears to hear, lives to respond,
and voices to proclaim the good news of salvation,
which we know in our Savior Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

OT Reading Deuteronomy 26: 1-11

NT Reading Romans 10: 8b-13

*Hymn:   If Thou But Su�er God to Guide Thee    No. 142

1. If thou but su�er God to guide thee, and hope in God through all thy ways, God
will give strength, whate'er betide thee, and bear thee through the evil days.  Who
trusts in God's unchanging love builds on the rock that naught can move.

2. Only be still, and wait God's leisure in cheerful hope with heart content to take
whate'er thy Maker's pleasure and all discerning love lhath sent; we know our
inmost wants are known, for we are called to be God's own.

3. Sing, pray, and keep God's ways unswerving; so do thine own part faithfully, and
trust God's word, though undeserving, thou yet shalt find it true for thee.  God
never yet forsook at need the soul that trusted God indeed.

Gospel Reading:  Luke 4: 1-13

Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Children's message: Food O�erings

A couple weeks ago, we talked about blessings. Blessings are a sign of God's
attention and care for his people.

And one of the things we talked about was blessing a meal before we eat it.

Growing up, we always said Grace before a meal! Sometimes we ask God to make
food be a blessing to our bodies, and that fellowship and eating be a sign of God's
presence with his people.

Do you have a favorite food?

Mine is mashed potatoes.

Food is something that we need to grow, and to keep our bodies working right.

In the past, God helped people escape a land that hurt them, and led them to a land
filled with good food. God was giving these people a blessing. And in return, the
people left out some of their food on the altar as an o�ering to God.

These days, we don't give food o�erings to God: we don't leave baskets of mashed
potatoes on the altar.  Because we best thank God by giving food to people who need
it.

But I encourage you to thank God as you eat your favorite food, because it's a
wonderful thing to be fed. And good things come from God. A heart of thankfulness
will take you far.

MESSAGE: Don't tempt me!

I don't know about you, but I remember  bits from many of the movies I watched
growing up.

I had a few favorites, especially when I was younger. I really liked to watch Wallace
and Gromit. Or really anything claymation.  But I also distinctly remember grown
up movies.

I remember certain scenes from old scary movies. Something Wicked This Way
Comes, pops into my head right away.

But only a couple movies do I remember watching in theaters. The third and final
Lord of the Rings movie being one. Though, I think I was a little older at that time-
probably about 8.



I personally love fiction, especially fantasy, and always enjoy watching The Lord of
the Rings movies. There are so many scenes engraved into my mind from when I
was younger. I won't go through all that trauma here. (Haha)

But I distinctly remember a scene where Frodo is feeling overwhelmed. He had just
been given the corrupt ring, and had a history lesson on it by Gandalf the wizard.
Frodo, our main character, tries to give the ring of power to Gandalf, to take the
ring elsewhere.

I can hear the voices playing in my head, Frodo holding out the ring, saying "take it
Gandalf, take it, I'm giving it to you!" and Gandalf saying "don't tempt me Frodo!"

As a child, I remember not fully understanding why Gandalf couldn't take the ring.
Why would he yell at Frodo instead? I recognize now that Gandalf knew something
about the ring's power to corrupt.

Even with the best intentions, the corrupt ring was safer with a humble small town
man, than with a powerful wizard. Gandalf could misuse power to a greater extent.

But that line, "don't tempt me!" Will seemingly always stick in my brain.

What kinds of ideas do we have about temptation?  It's usually some form of
coercion, most often it's from our own decisions based on someone else's
suggestion: to do something that might not be the right thing to do.

I sometimes think of the phrase, "can I tempt you to have another piece?" when it
comes to pie, or some form of a wonderful dessert.

Which, I don't think is a terrible sin. Yes, I can almost always be tempted into more
potatoes, but that's not as serious a temptation.

But temptation is a failure of some sort. Whether it's moral, or simply just self
discipline.

When we watch certain films, for example Pan's Labyrinth, the main character is
tempted into eating a grape from a feast that was laid out on a beautiful table in a
scary magical world.  And this is what led the monster to come out and chase her.

While we don't live in a world like Tolkien's or del Toro's, it doesn't mean that we
live in a world free from temptation.

Our holy book has lots of examples.

A real person, Jesus the Son of God, born 2000 years ago was tempted.



The story we heard from Luke is so unique, because it deals with the temptation of
Jesus, fully God and fully human. This story is in the three synoptic gospels.

And what's odd about it, is Jesus was just blessed by the Spirit. It's hard to picture
somebody's soul filled with the Holy Spirit, and promptly being tempted after. But,
I would like to assure us that it was not the Spirit doing the tempting.

God does not watch the world from an armchair, scheming up ways to tempt us
into doing bad things.

So who was the character doing the tempting in the story? The character was called
diabolos. And Greek that translates:

dia-through/over/by

bolos-throw, cast out.

The name might literally mean something like the cast out. But we often see this
word meaning slander, traitor, tempter.

A separate entity.

There's not much said about what the traitor looks like. This character gets
mentioned many times in The Bible, especially in the New Testament, but also in a
few particular instances in the Hebrew Bible.

We don't really know what they look like, but modern interpretations describe
"male, with wings and a tail."

Honestly, I don't really know where that came from, but I'm thinking it's not
biblical. For our purposes, you can imagine it any way you want.

So if we don't know what he looks like, let's look at what he does.  He talks. The
tricky thing about temptation, is it's not violent. Sometimes masquerades as
innocence. The Tempter in this story makes some sense.

Jesus is being purified in a remote place, and is lacking food and power. This is time
away solidifying his call before he engages. The whole point of going out into the
desert is to humble himself before his ministry. The Holy Spirit that is newly
bestowed upon him is with him.

The Tempter sees this as a perfect opportunity: separate from the crowd.



One of the ways he tries to tempt Jesus is with food. You must be hungry, misuse
the power that you have in yourself to feed yourself.

Once denied, he tries another: you must be really powerful. I'll show you all these
kingdoms, and you can be ruler over them if only you worship me instead of your
Father.

Denied again. A third try: throw yourself down from this high place in Jerusalem,
and the angels will protect you. Show that you are who you say you are.

Still no go.

The tempter wants Jesus to misuse power.

Jesus is not tempted by any of it,  because "the Spirit's power is su�cient."

Note that the Tempter was particularly tricky, quoting scripture to back up his
point.

Did you catch that part? Diabolos quoted from Psalm 91, the same psalm we used in
the call to worship today!

Perhaps that's a lesson to be careful when and how we use scripture.

Jesus withstands all these temptations, and comes out of his time in the desert.
Does that mean that evil does not touch Jesus's ministry again until the end of his
life? No.

We don't quite know the ins and outs of this Tempter. Not all of us can agree if the
tempter is a person, or if the tempter is an idea?

Di�erent denominations use di�erent ways of speaking about "satan" and how he
interacts with the world. Some gnostic groups believe that the tempter is just as
powerful as Jesus Christ. But we know that is not the case.

So there is still evil in the world. We'll have to deal with temptation, and reflect on
what is a temptation to us. I think these 40 days of lent are meant to be the time
where we do some of that soul searching.

While the ultimate victory is won, we are still in a world that is not at peace.

In fact, it is painfully conflicted.

We are corrupted by misuse of power and greed in every place.



I can see why some people identify diabolos as a literal entity. Almost as a being
who is doing these things in the world. But no matter what you believe about the
presence of the tempter, we can and must make decisions apart from selfishness.
Apart from temptation.

As Christians, we pray every week, a lot of us everyday, "lead us not into
temptation."

A good goal is to find ways to withstand temptation.  What little changes will you
make?

Small changes include buying fair trade, even if it's a little bit more expensive.

Or when passing by somebody who is begging, to not immediately avoid eye
contact.

Being conscious of what we're consuming, and where it comes from.

Even resisting the temptation to speed up through a crosswalk, rather than slowing
down and stopping for somebody who is going very slowly.

Sometimes, something just as simple as resisting the temptation to share
something really negative on your Facebook page makes an impact.

Perhaps in the future we can help keep each other accountable. For now in the
season, I encourage us to use this spiritual season in a Christ-like way. While we do
our soul searching in Lent, maybe we can be strong enough to withstand the
distractions and temptations of the world.

For bestowed on us through Christ is now the power of the Holy Spirit.

O�ering and Doxology No. 94

Holy Communion No. 12

Pastoral Prayer:

Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and
work;

People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;

People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.



Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;

People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;

People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;

People: For all who serve God in his Church.

Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal
prayers* Hear us, Lord;

People: For your mercy is great.

Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal
prayers* We will exalt you, O God our King;

People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal
kingdom. *silence for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon
them;

People: Who put their trust in you.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the
glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn:   Now Let Us From This Table Rise     No. 634

1. Now let us from this table rise renewed in body, mind, and soul; with Christ we
die and live again, his selfless love has made us whole.

2. With minds alert, upheld by grace to spread the word in speech and deed, we
follow in the steps of Christ, at one with all in hope and need.



3. To fill each human house with love, it is the sacrament of care; the work that
Christ began to do we humbly pledge ourselves to share.

4. Then grant us courage, Father God, to choose again the pilgrim way, and help us
to accept with joy the challenge of tomorrow's day.

Closing Prayer
God of wilderness and water, your Son was baptized and tempted as we are.
Guide us through this season, that we may not avoid struggle,
but open ourselves to blessing, through the cleansing depths of repentance
and the heaven-rending words of the Spirit. Amen.

Postlude: Chaconne (After Couperin) Gordon Young (1919-1998)

Announcements
● Monday, March 7th: Bible Study “Journeys”2:30-3:30pm &  7:30-8:30pm
● Tuesday, March 8th: Mission & Outreach Team - Fellowship Hall: 1:30pm
● Tuesday, March 8th: Worship & Virus Task Force - Online: 6:30pm
● Wednesday, March 9th: Lenten Bible Study, Food in the Bible: 5:30-6:30pm.
● Thursday, March 10th: Special Charge Conference and Church Council

Meeting  to o�cially vote in the new SPPRC chair - Fellowship Hall: 3:00pm

Birthdays
March 6: Trish Lewis
March 7: Rhiannon Clements, Robert Clements, Debby Nikkari
March 8: Sherry Theobald
March 10: Steve Thomas
March 11: Cassidy Mattimore

Worship Participants
Greeters/Ushers:

March 6:   Kathy Bracy and Tim Virgil
March 13:  Robin Howard and Carrie Livernois

Readers:

Weekly O�ering:
$:  915.00: February 27th o�ering
$1,955.00: need each week

O�ering plates are located at the entrance of the sanctuary

*Stand if you are able to do so comfortably



Thank you for respecting your fellow church family members by keeping your mask
on while inside the church building. The Worship Team and Virus Task Force will
meet this week to discuss changes to our COVID-19 protocol. New information
will be shared after the meeting.

If you have an announcement, a Joy or a Concern, please fill out a card (located at
the entrance of the sanctuary) and put it on the altar rail for Pastor Taylor.

Potsdam United Methodist Church ⧫ 26 Main Street, Potsdam NY 13676
Church office hours - Volunteer office hours: Monday and Wednesday 9am - 11am
Pastor Taylor will hold closed office Hours: Tuesdays 3-5pm, Thursdays 10am-2pm.

Please call the church number during those times if you need to speak to/see Pastor Taylor.
Church office: 315-265-7474 ⧫ email: info@potsdamumc.org

Website: www.potsdamumc.org ⧫ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PotsdamUMCNY
Pastor Taylor: pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org

mailto:info@potsdamumc.org
http://www.potsdamumc.org
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