
Forgive (attrib: pngpart.com)

Date: February 20, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Children of the Heavenly Father  Swedish Folk Melody,  arr.  by Carolyn Hamlin

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit:

*Opening Hymn   Where Charity and Love Prevail   No. 549  verses 1-3, 6

1. Where charity and love prevail, there God is ever found; brought here together by Christ's
love, by love are we thus bound.

2. With grateful joy and holy fear true charity we learn; let us with heart and mind and
strength now love Christ in return.

3. Forgive we now each other's faults as we our faults confess; and let us love each other well
in Christian holiness.

4. Love can exclude no race or creed if honored be God's name; our common life embraces all
whose Maker is the same.

Call to Worship From Psalm 37

Do not fret because of the wicked,
For the wicked will be cut o�.
Trust in the Lord, and do good,
for the salvation of the righteous is from the Lord.
Trust in the Lord, for he will act
and make  your vindication shine like the light!



Unison Prayer
O perfect Love,
whose compassionate power transforms sin into health
and temporal dust into eternal glory:
grant us a gracious faith, so that like Joseph, when he
was sold into slavery, we may face our trials with confidence,
and become a blessing to friend and enemy alike in Jesus' name. Amen.

OT Reading: Genesis 45:3-11, 15
NT Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50

*Hymn:   Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life   No. 164

1. Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: such a way as gives us breath, such a truth as ends all
strife, such a life as kill......eth death.

2. Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: such a light as shows a feast, such a feast as
mends in length, such a strength as makes....... his guest.

3. Come my Joy, my Love, my Heart: such a joy as none can move, such a love as none can
part, such a heart as joys.......in love.

Gospel Reading: Luke 6: 27-38

Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:  Joseph’s story

We heard the end of a story today, from the book of Genesis. The man speaking in the story, his
name is Joseph. Joseph doesn’t have a last name written down, but we know he was from Israel.
Joseph is in Egypt in the story, and his brothers are visiting him.

They traveled about 422 miles to see Joseph! That’s like traveling from here to Cleveland, Ohio on
foot and on donkey!

We missed most of Joseph's story and jumped right to the end.

But I want to tell you the story!

Joseph was raised with 11 brothers. Can you imagine 11 other brothers running around the
household? Joseph was one of the younger children, and was gifted a very nice coat from his dad,
Jacob.

Joseph’s brothers got jealous, because they didn’t get the same gift.

So they did something really mean to Joseph, because some of them were mad. They had him
taken away to another country, and the brothers were paid for it! Not only that, but Joseph was
forced to work in this other country, and could not go back up to his family. (The brothers told
their dad that Joseph had died!)



But God was with Joseph, and knew the truth. Joseph worked hard and was given a good position
in Egypt, but then was falsely accused there! Even after spending time in jail for a crime he didn’t
commit, he was able to become governor of Egypt for his God-given gifts!

After Joseph became governor, years later his brothers came to Egypt to buy food for their land.
There was a famine that year, so crops didn’t grow well. Joseph sent his brothers away with food
and their money back! The brothers came back nervously to ask for more, and that time, Joseph
revealed he was their brother! The one they sent away to Egypt!

Just as they thought they were in trouble, Joseph says something: Go get dad and come live here
with me! And everyone cried out of joy and thankfulness.

Joseph tested his brothers, and found through their actions they were sorry for what they did.
Joseph saw there was more to his brothers than the sin they committed. So he forgave them, and
loved those who once did harm to him.

This teaches us: Through God, it is possible to forgive those who have done bad things to us.

MESSAGE:   The Golden Rule

"Do to others as you would have them do to you."

The message is everywhere. In our music, stories in the paper, in our sermons, on the walls in our
doctor's o�ce, out of the mouths of our counselors, on poster boards in schools, sometimes even
from our friends.

"Treat others the way you want to be treated" was what I heard in school growing up!

As a guiding principle, I think most of us would agree that we really do our best to treat people
well. As Christians, we really believe in that.

I can think of brave examples from workplaces, or from the generosity of our hearts. In this
space, it can be when we don't know someone very well who attends, but we're able to leave
feeling that we were welcoming. Or on the flip side of that, when we enter a church and make
connections.

More likely you see the golden rule at work, when maybe you're not treated that well, but you still
work hard to be a good employee or boss. Some refuse to slander, even if we're incredibly
frustrated. Some of us even in this space might not get along well with family members and
friends, but we're still working hard to treat them civilly.

So maybe we're really living this phrase. I have seen it in our church. But despite faithful e�orts
to stick to the golden rule, there's still a lot going on in the world. If everyone treated everyone
the way they wanted to be treated, would the tensions in the world still look like this?

So our Luke reading is tricky, because it tells us to treat everyone well, but it doesn't give us
practical steps. No clear examples. In fact, it gives us some really hard things to ponder. It seems



to promote non violence, through turning the other cheek, and "o�ering your shirt if your cloak
is taken from you."

And it says something rather bold: love your enemies.

This week, I was struck by verse 33 that says "if you do good to those who do good to you, what
credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same."

Of course we can all say, "but I am a sinner!" But that's not where Jesus expects his followers to
stop. Jesus wants us to do good beyond what is comfortable, and knows people are trying to move
away from sinning.

"Do good to those who persecute you'' is another way you've heard this passage translated.

I admit. Doing good to those who persecute you, and forgiving those who persecute you can be
di�erent things.

But over time, I think one leads to the other.

When I 1st read this passage, I immediately thought of a story I heard in the news. This was a
couple years ago, when a guard from a concentration camp, who was 93 years old at the time, was
put on trial for his crimes. I remember not knowing what to think.

And then the news did this really interesting article in the midst of the trial, where a camp
survivor named Eva came over to thank this guard for being willing to stand trial.  A woman
persecuted by the system this man worked for, came over to thank him for being brave.

And if that wasn't enough to make me stop, the man under trial pulls her in and kisses her cheek.

Eva's words after were "I'd rather a loving gesture than a hateful gesture." And then, some of the
bravest words, Eva says "he deserves forgiveness."

Another story, a woman named Reeta in India, forgives an extremist group who murders her
husband in front of her. Not only does she learn to forgive them, she goes the extra mile

She teaches them meditation practices. She wants to develop a healing relationship with those
who did something so horrific.

When I google'd forgiveness stories, trying to find the details on these stories, I found that the
Internet is full of forgiveness stories and unlikely situations.

At once my heart was full, but also my brain was curious.

There are so, so many.

In a culture that often promotes revenge, and paying back dues, and high interest on loans (a
moment of silence to those of us paying back student loans with ridiculously high interest rates),
and being enemies with friend's enemies:  how can we be so invested in all these forgiveness
stories?



It's because we recognize something deeply true in forgiveness stories.

It reminds us of that golden rule that we've seen for so many years. Reminds us of a world we
want to live in.

But before we begin to forgive atrocities right away, I think there are also wrong ways to forgive.
Forgiveness is a long process, and it isn't often about getting the perpetrator to change.

Forgiveness can be pushed too soon, and then it will be inauthentic. While the media loves these
stories of deep and unlikely forgiveness, it almost expects them of us. Get over your trial, your
trauma, and give us a story that brings us hope.

I don't think that's the kind of forgiveness that Jesus is talking about. Jesus is talking about true
forgiveness. I think that comes over time, with the healing of one's self. We learn how to forgive,
we practice it, and it varies with the severity of the crime.

I heard a Ted talk by a woman named Sarah. And her situation, her mother and brother, were
taken from her by a confused family acquaintance with a gun. And her words of wisdom were so
touching. For her, the court trial gave what the perpetrator owed to society, but did not give to
the victim what was owed to her.

But seeing this man as a villain, as evil, was destroying her from the inside out.

I think that's probably why we hear in Luke that we must love our enemies. We have to do good to
those who hate you. If we hold hate for a hateful person, though fully understandable, it truly is
like venom.

As much as we might want to avoid the pain, and simply follow "the golden rule", and skip all the
hard messy work of sorting out how to forgive, we have to take our time.

It is going to sting for a long time when our boss lets us go from work for unfair reasons. And we
shouldn't be able to just forgive right away. We need to work through that mourning, through
that anger.

For Sarah, vengeance was not freedom. For her, violence is what bound together her, the
perpetrator, and the victims. She wanted to be free from that bind.

Her words of wisdom to the man who committed the crime were:

I know you did it. It was not OK, but you are more than that. I can heal on my own. I don't need
anything from you.

You are more than that.

What hurt are you holding on to?  Where are you in the process of learning to forgive?  Have you
acknowledged that evil is not the sum of an enemy's parts?

I think loving our enemies is linked with being able to forgive. Now, I don't think we can safely be
as radical as inviting someone who seriously harmed us over to our household for dinner a week
after the incident. I really think we have to be able to use our brains on how to love our enemies



without violating our major boundaries. But somehow forgiveness is in there. And forgiveness
does not mean we have to forget. It is the victim's unfortunate duty to remember.

But letting go of hating the villains in our lives can allow us to recover ourselves.

I can't guarantee that it will be without it's own set of complicated emotions. I just know it's
something we can strive for.

True forgiveness is a sweet fragrance to God. Truly learning to love your enemies, and to give
without expecting back is amazing. It takes a lot of self examination and prayer, though. Can you
lend without expecting anything in return? Can you be kind to the ungrateful? Can you consider
hiring a felon at your workplace, even if it means having to be more aware of workplace
dynamics? Can you see a person in the store who spread rumors about you and still be civil with
them? Can we treat the unlikely other the way we want to be treated, despite a little voice in our
head saying "revenge is sweeter!"

The good news is: we are capable of this good. Jesus asks us to be merciful as God is merciful to
us. And I think it's truly something we are capable of doing. Jesus first loved us. Joseph hugged
and blessed his brothers. People can and will adjust to a radical love, as we are reading in Trish's
bible study.

So what would truly living that golden rule, as listed in Luke 6, mean for us? What do you see
around us that is lacking, and could we give without asking for return?

I want us to think about this, and feel a�rmed that God loves us enough to work with us on this.
God is merciful. God is good to the grateful and ungrateful.

And so shall we be.

O�ering and Doxology No. 94

Pastoral Prayer:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;

People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;

People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;

People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;

People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;

People: For all who serve God in his Church.



Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;

People: For your mercy is great.

Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;

People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
*silence for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;

People: Who put their trust in you.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: Help Us Accept Each Other   No. 560

1. Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; teach us as sister, vrother, each person to
embrace.  Be present, Lord, among us, and bring us to believe we are ourselves accepted
and meant to love and live.

2. Teach us, O Lord, your lessons, as in our daily life we struggle to be human and search for
hope and faith.  Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, to love them as we
find them, or as they may become.

3. Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved in living situations to do the truth
in love; to practice your acceptance, until we know by heart the table of forgiveness and
laughter's healing art.

4. Lord, for today's encounters with all who are in need, who hunger for acceptance, for
righteousness and bread, we need new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; renew us
with your Spirit; Lord, free us, make us one!

Closing Prayer:   O God,
you spoke your word and revealed your good news in Jesus, the Christ. Fill all creation with that
word again, so that by proclaiming your joyful promises to all nations and singing of your
glorious hope to all peoples, we may become one living body, your incarnate presence on the
earth. Amen.

Postlude: Postlude on "Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise"  Welsh hymn tune,  arr. by Carolyn
Hamlin

Announcements
The Mission Team hopes to collect 50 cans of soup, for a local food pantry, before the end of
February.



Birthdays
Feb. 20 - John Frick

Worship Participants
Greeters/Ushers:

February 20: Sharon Hutchinson & Norm Gardner
February 27: Kathy Bracy & Tom Ortmeyer

Reader:
Feb 20th: Greg Murray
Feb 27th Tom Ortmeyer

Weekly O�ering:
$   606.00: February 13 o�ering
$1,955.00: need each week

O�ering plates are located at the entrance of the sanctuary

*Stand if you are able to do so comfortably

Thank you for respecting your fellow church family members by keeping your mask on while
inside the church building.

If you have an announcement, a Joy or a Concern, please fill out a card (located at the entrance
of the sanctuary) and put it on the altar rail for Pastor Taylor.

Potsdam United Methodist Church ⧫ 26 Main Street, Potsdam NY 13676
Church office hours - Volunteer office hours: Monday and Wednesday 9am - 11am
Pastor Taylor will hold closed office Hours: Tuesdays 3-5pm, Thursdays 10am-2pm.

Please call the church number during those times if you need to speak to/see Pastor Taylor.
Church office: 315-265-7474 ⧫ email: info@potsdamumc.org

Website: www.potsdamumc.org ⧫ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PotsdamUMCNY
Pastor Taylor: pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org
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