
Date: February 13, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: A Morning Trumpeting          Franklin Ritter

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we
quietly prepare ourselves for worship

Introit:

*Opening Hymn   Every Time I Feel the Spirit    No. 404

Refrain: Every Time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart, I will pray. Yes, every time I feel
the Spirit moving in my heart, I will pray.

1. Upon the mountain, my Lord spoke, out his mouth came fire and smoke.  All around
me looks so shine, ask my lord if all was mine.  [Refrain]

2. Jordan river runs right cold, chills the body, not the soul.  Ain't but one train on this
track, runs to heaven and right back.  [Refrain]

Call to Worship Psalm 1
Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked,
but their delight is in the law of the LORD.
On his law they meditate day and night
They are like trees planted by streams of water,
and their leaves do not wither. Wickedness will be blown away like cha� in the wind,
for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous.



Unison Prayer
God, you root those who trust in you
by streams of healing water.
Release us from the bonds of disease,
free us from the power of evil,
and turn us from falsehood and illusion,
that we may find the blessing of new life in you
through the power of Christ. Amen.

OT Reading Jeremiah 17: 5-10

NT Reading 1 Corinthians 15: 12-20

*Hymn:   Lord I Want to Be a Christian     No. 402

1. Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart, in my heart; Lord I want to be a Christian
in my heart. (in my heart)
In my heart, (in my heart) in my heart, (in my heart) Lord, I want to be a Christian
in my heart. (in my heart)

2. Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart, in my heart; Lord, I want to be more
loving in my heart. (in my heart)
In my heart, (in my heart) in my heart, (in my heart) Lord, I want to be more loving
in my heart. (in my heart)

3. Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart, in my heart; Lord, I want to be more holy
in my heart. (in my heart)
In my heart, (in my heart) in my heart, (In my heart) Lord, I want to be more holy in
my heart. (in my heart)

4. Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart, in my heart; Lord, I want to be like Jesus in
my heart. (in my heart)
In my heart, (in my heart) in my heart, (In my heart) Lord, I want to be like Jesus in
my heart. (in my heart)

Gospel Reading:  Luke 6: 17-26

Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Blessings

What is a blessing?

I know all of us are familiar with the word.

It means “God’s favor” or “protection” in our dictionary.

Where have you heard about blessings?

You may hear the term in church “God put a blessing on Abraham.” or “now receive a
blessing” as pastors close some services.

Most often, we talk about blessing our food, or after someone sneezes we say… “God bless
you”. That has a story behind it, which you can ask someone about, or look it up online!

Blessings are really common in our bibles, as pastors or priests usually say a blessing in
the Old Testament. They help encourage God to do the blessing on another person or
people.

One of the most famous biblical blessings comes from the book called “numbers”, and it
is written as this, “The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you; The Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.”

Blessings ask God to pay attention to someone! Blessings by Jesus, like in our Luke
passage, let the public know who God favors and when God might pay extra attention to
certain people. Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, for God pays extra attention to
their request. Blessed are those who are hungry now, because God is with them and they
will be filled.

So when you hear someone blessing you, know that is a special thing. When we hear
people blessing items, or meals, know we are just asking for God to be with us in a special
way. And maybe, on really good days, you too can ask for a special blessing on those who
might need it.

MESSAGE: “Written in plain language”

Blessed, blessed, blessed, blessed are those who are socially scorned. But woe, woe, woe,
woe to those who do not care.

As one of our seminal passages in Chrisitan thought, this sermon is one we are very
familiar with. We can read this sermon, often called ‘the beatitudes’, in both the Gospel of
Matthew and the Gospel of Luke. This is a good sign for an account, if it’s repeated in
more than one place!



However, we don’t see this sermon in Mark or John. If that interests you, I will just briefly
say that the authors of the gospels wrote the gospels after Jesus’s death and resurrection.
I think the accounts will naturally be a little di�erent based on what someone remembers.

So what do you remember from the beatitudes? Did this reading feel a little… short to you?
In other words, how similar is Luke’s recording to Matthew’s recording? As you might
remember, the gospel of Matthew has 5 more beatitudes. And in Matthew’s version, the
poor are poor in spirit. And the hungry hunger and thirst for righteousness. It might not
seem like a huge di�erence, but there’s some theological tension there. Matthew has an
inward focus to Jesus’s message, and Luke has an outward focus. Is Jesus expressing a
spiritual problem, or a social problem?

In Luke’s version, we hear the opposite to the blessed. Luke gives examples of the
counter-beatitude, which he starts with the ominous phrase, “woe”.

With all this in mind, which version did Jesus actually say?

What can we say are the true “red letters” of the beatitudes?

To see if we can narrow down what Jesus really said, let’s see if the physical location
where Jesus spoke can give us any clues. (Jerusalem? No. Nazareth? No.)
Well, even the region isn’t listed. It must be somewhere in Northern Israel for both
accounts, since “people from all Judea and Jerusalem and Tyre and Sidon (in the North)
came to see him.” And physically, he was out on a plain, so all the people gathered could
see him. Wait.

Or was he on a mountain? Luke says he was on a plain, or a wide flat area of land. Matthew
says he was on a mountain. So in Luke, Jesus is looking up at the people. In Matthew, he’s
looking down over the people.

More theological tension there. So that doesn’t help us know what words Jesus truly said,
because even the disciples’ have di�erent accounts of his speaking position!
But there is something consistent in both stories, and that is who Jesus was speaking to.

With all those people gathered there, it is likely that we imagine Jesus raising his voice,
and projecting a sermon out to the people. I think of some of the TV shows or movies with
Jesus (at the moment all I can picture is Monty Python’s “Life of Brian”, so take this with
a grain of salt) where the Jesus character says a verse, pauses, and then proceeds carefully
to the next verse. And usually it is Matthew’s account.

But look back at verse 20 in Luke; “Jesus lifted his eyes to the disciples and said…”
Jesus is speaking the sermon on the plain to his disciples. In Matthew, a similar thing is
said. On the mountain, the disciples sat at his feet, and Jesus spoke.



Of course, we believe Jesus meant for the people gathered to overhear. These messages
are broad messages of hope and direction. Whether you ascribe more to Matthew’s
spiritual interpretation, or Luke’s social interpretation, this sermon is not trying to teach
people how to enter the kingdom of God, but how to live into it. Because the people are
already witnessing and living the kingdom of God.

Perhaps, in Luke’s version where Jesus lists the woes, many people who fell into that
category were not present to hear his teaching. Maybe some were, but we have no way of
knowing.

So why was Jesus telling his disciples this? We just learned they left everything behind to
follow Jesus.

These woes were not said to condemn a social class. These were said to evoke reform. Jesus
did not hate the rich young ruler, and did not turn him away because of his social status.
The rich young ruler turned away because what Jesus asked seemed impossible.

The disciples’s status as followers is not because they had nothing, it’s because they
chose to follow. And that following is a continual choice: they are constantly renewed by
hearing Jesus remind them of what a faithful and righteous life looks like.

So, when you compare both accounts, does it bother you that this sermon has a number of
di�erences? I’d hazard a guess that it doesn’t ru�e your feathers too much.

Because even if the readers can’t tell where Jesus was talking, or exactly what was said, or
what specific year it was said… the message is still true. Even if Matthew’s version is more
spirit based nourishment, and Luke is focused on social righteousness, the messages don’t
have to be exactly the same for us to agree with them. Jesus is taking the message that he
read in the temple weeks ago, from Isaiah, and explaining what that looks like to this
generation. What is recorded is a summary of the words of the Son of Man.

I want us to be okay with this fact: there will be di�erences in the gospel account. Let
alone the whole bible. We will never know exactly what Jesus said in plain language, red
letters or not. Noticing and comparing the di�erent accounts should not be a threat to our
faith, but a tool to help us understand the context better. And to help us get a picture of
how people present with Jesus saw him.

We cannot get bogged down in the pursuit of exact details, only to get distracted from the
meaning of what is being said.

We, like the early church readers of these accounts, are responsible for interpreting and
acting on what we’ve read, if we want to continue to renew our relationship with Jesus.
Just like the disciples. Even if Jesus is not here physically NOW, the hungry, the poor, the
sorrowful, the persecuted ARE.



Sometimes our faith will be more inward focused, like the Matthew account. Sometimes it
will be more outward focused: a reminder here that Jesus was a figure critiquing the
political policy of his day, as well as a spiritual guide.

So when we read the bible, we know there is no version that will make perfect sense. We
cannot merge stories to make a truth. We know there is no plain, perfect text waiting to be
discovered. But our faith rests on the one who can and will make sense of our entire life.

Thanks be to God for the hope found through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O�ering and Doxology No. 94

Pastoral Prayer:

Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;

People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;

People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;

People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;

People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;

People: For all who serve God in his Church.

Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal
prayers* Hear us, Lord;

People: For your mercy is great.

Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers*
We will exalt you, O God our King;

People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
*silence for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;

People: Who put their trust in you.



The Lord's Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever.
Amen

*Closing Hymn:   I Want a Principle Within    No. 410

1. I want a principle within of watchful, godly fear, a sensibility of sin, a pain to feel it
near.  I want the first approach to feel of pride or wrong desire, to catch the
wandering of my will, and quench the kindling fire.

2. From thee that I no more may stray, no more thy goodness grieve, grant me the
filial awe, I pray, the tender conscience give.  Quick as the apple of an eye, O God, my
conscience make; awake my soul when sin is nigh, and keep it still awake.

3. Almighty God of truth and love, to me thy power impart; the mountain from my soul
remove, the hardness from my heart.  O may the least omission pain my reawakened
soul, and drive me to that blood again, which makes the wounded whole.

Closing Prayer:
O God,
you spoke your word
and revealed your good news in Jesus, the Christ.
Fill all creation with that word again,
so that by proclaiming your joyful promises to all nations
and singing of your glorious hope to all peoples,
we may become one living body,
your incarnate presence on the earth. Amen.

Postlude: Postlude on "Webb"          arr. Jason D. Payne

Announcements
“Souper” Bowl Sunday: The Mission Team kicks o� their canned soup drive today. They
hope to collect 50 cans of soup, for a local food pantry, before the end of February.

Birthdays
Feb. 14 - Colleen Kelly
Feb. 15 - Walt Theobald
Feb. 17 - Taylor Murray



Worship Participants
Greeters/Ushers:

February 13:  Sharon Hutchinson & Norm Gardner
February 20: Sharon Hutchinson & Norm Gardner

Readers:
Feb 20th: Greg Murray

Weekly O�ering:
$3385.00: February 6 o�ering
$1,955.00: need each week

O�ering plates are located at the entrance of the sanctuary

*Stand if you are able to do so comfortably

Thank you for respecting your fellow church family members by keeping your mask on
while inside the church building.

If you have an announcement, a Joy or a Concern, please fill out a card (located at the
entrance of the sanctuary) and put it on the altar rail for Pastor Taylor.

Potsdam United Methodist Church ⧫ 26 Main Street, Potsdam NY 13676
Church office hours - Volunteer office hours: Monday and Wednesday 9am - 11am
Pastor Taylor will hold closed office Hours: Tuesdays 3-5pm, Thursdays 10am-2pm.

Please call the church number during those times if you need to speak to/see Pastor Taylor.
Church office: 315-265-7474 ⧫ email: info@potsdamumc.org

Website: www.potsdamumc.org ⧫ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PotsdamUMCNY
Pastor Taylor: pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org
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