
Date: February 6, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Near to the Heart of God         arr. Lani Smith

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we
quietly prepare ourselves for worship

Introit:

*Opening Hymn   Here I Am, Lord   No. 593

1. I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.  All who dwell in dark and sin
my hand will save. I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?

Refrain: Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.  I will go,
Lord, if you lead me.  I will hold your people in my heart.

2. I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people's pain. I have wept for love of
them.  They turn away.  I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love
alone.  I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send?  Refrain

3. I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame, I will set a feast for
them.  My hand will save.  Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied.  I
will give my life to them.  Whom shall I send? Refrain

Call to Worship
I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart,

give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness; for you have
exalted your name and your word above everything.



On the day I called, you answered me, you increased my strength of soul.

All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O LORD, for they have heard the words of your
mouth.

They shall sing of the ways of the LORD, for great is the glory of the LORD.

For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly; but the haughty he perceives from far
away.

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies;
you stretch out your hand, and your right hand delivers me.

The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever.
Do not forsake the work of your hands.

Unison Prayer
Loving God,
you have called forth disciples and prophets
to live and speak your word.
Give us ears to hear,
lives to respond,
and voices to proclaim the good news of salvation,
which we know in our Savior Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

OT Reading Isaiah 6: 1-13
NT Reading 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11

*Hymn:   I Have Decided to Follow Jesus    FWS   No. 2129

1. I have decided to follow Jesus, I have decided to follow Jesus, I have decided to
follow Jesus --- no turning back, no turning back.

2. The world behind me, the cross before me, the world behind me, the cross before
me, the world behind me, the cross before me ---- no turning back, no turning
back.

3. Though none go with me, still I will follow, though none go with me, still I will
follow, though none go with me, still I will follow ---- no turning back, no turning
back.

Gospel Reading:  Luke 5: 1-11



Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:  Whom shall I send?

Today, instead of hearing from Paul, we’re hearing from a man named Isaiah. Isaiah was
born a lot of years ago in Judah (that’s where Jesus was), but 750 years before Jesus!

And today, Isaiah is telling us about his call to become a prophet.

God works through prophets in the time before Jesus, and even Jesus was considered a
prophet!  These are people chosen by God to bring a message to other people.

God has the job of choosing people to go to other people on God’s behalf. I think that is a
nice thing, because it allows people to rely on each other, as well as on God. God can
sometimes be seen as scary or overwhelming, so it is easier to hear a prophetic word from
someone who looks like us rather than the creator of all things speaking to us through
thunder and clouds.

Prophets are messengers, and the messages are directly from God and the beings around
God. In the passage we heard today, there are creatures around God’s throne. We don’t
know exactly what they look like, but their name means “fiery ones” --“seraphs”.

Isaiah sees these beings, and God on the throne, maybe in a dream or a vision.

God just finished talking with his seraphs, when Isaiah mourns the fact that he can’t
speak with these holy beings, because he is an “unclean” person. Isaiah says “I am just a
person, and I sin! I can't be here!”

But with the assistance of his helpers, God purifies Isaiah’s mouth. Such a strange
concept! Like brushing your teeth, and then all the words that come out of your mouth
that day are good!

God asks “who shall I send as my messenger?” and Isaiah, knowing his words are
purified, says “me!” Isaiah volunteers to be a prophet, and share God’s words with God’s
people.

I think that shows a lot of faith, and trust.

Unfortunately, the words were words of disappointment. Sometimes the messages from
God are joyful, and sometimes they are revealing God’s disappointment. When people
war, and hurt each other, and ignore that God created us for love, God is hurt. So Isaiah’s
message to share with his people is that they will not be able to see God, and there will be
destruction for them, which they brought about themselves. But, there is hope after the
destruction.



I think Isaiah was brave to share God's message. Even when it’s hard to confront people,
especially people you love; sometimes it’s the best thing to do. I think it is good to be like
Isaiah, and to try to do our best for God and each other.

MESSAGE:  Who is worthy?

After such an eventful Isaiah reading, it is hard not to focus on the passage while trying to
explain away all the hard things. How could the message God gave to Isaiah to send to the
people sound so harsh? Needless to say, there will be bad things happening to Israel in the
time after that prophecy (which was accurate, since the Assyrians came in that time and
conquered.)

I think passages like these Isaiah readings are really challenging for our faith. What does
God mean when He says "the people will not hear, and the land will be laid to waste?"
There just are not clear answers. But we know one thing: these bad things that happen,
the "stone hearts", the destruction of land, the worship of false Gods… this is due to sin.

And what do we say to that? We say "yes!" It’s easy for us to say “yes it is due to sin, and I
am a sinner. Guilty as charged.” I think it has become natural for us to admit that.

Why do you think that is? How can we admit something so sad, so unfortunate, so easily?
Is that a new development over the last few hundred years? Are people becoming more
aware of the sin in their lives?

I don’t think so. People all along have been aware of sin, and vocal about it. Yes, it is hard
to know what EXACTLY sin is, and what caused it. We can point back at Adam and Eve, but
all we have is that story: it is an allegory. It doesn’t give us a cure for sin, it just points at
the start.

As Christians, we can feel better about ourselves because of Jesus and his sacrifice. We say
“Jesus died for our sins.” And that is true! Only, it’s hard to say how he did that. Was
death to stop God’s anger? Was it to demonstrate God’s ultimate forgiveness? Was it to
stop the devil and disrupt Hell? There are so many theories. And now that we Christians
say Jesus has our backs, it’s easier to admit that we are sinners, because we accept there is
forgiveness. We know how the story ends. Unlike Isaiah, who had to share a dark message
of gloom to the people, Jesus shared a message of HOPE. Ultimate hope . That's easier to
accept.

If you noticed, our passages today each have something to do with the subject of sin, and
someone admitting their sin. Sin, hamartia, “missing the mark” is bad, because it hurts
other people. It destroys. Sometimes it is described as being “unclean”.



There is a saying, after all, that is NOT in the bible, but I’m sure it was inspired by some
biblical passages “cleanliness is next to godliness”. There is a strong connection with
purity and God for the Pharisees, and in many other kinds of religious practices.

So in our OT reading, when Isaiah hears the Seraphs singing and realizes he’s in the
presence of God, he speaks out “I can’t be here, I am unclean! I live with unclean people! I
shouldn’t see God, the ONE who is clean!”

Isaiah essentially says “I am a sinner, I can’t be here.”

In the 1st Corinthians passage, Paul is writing about Christ dying for our sins. Paul makes
it clear, as a man who was persecuting the church before Christ appeared to him, that he,
Paul, is a sinner. He says “last of all, as to one untimely born, Christ appeared to me. I am
the least of these Apostles.” And if you’re familiar with Paul’s writing, you see how
humble he is in his letters. If you aren’t as familiar with Paul, here is a plug to join Trish
Lewis for bible study on Mondays in February. She’s leading us in a study of this
interesting and dedicated man.

In the Luke passage, Simon Peter is just thrust into a relationship with Jesus. Jesus gets on
his boat and asks him to paddle away from the shore a little so He (Jesus) can teach a
crowd.

But as soon as Jesus shows these unsuccessful fishermen the miracle of the fish in the
nets, what was the first thing Simon Peter bursts out with? “Go away from me, Lord, for I
am a sinful man!” Again, the admittance of sin.

Notice how Isaiah and Simon Peter both push away God, saying “One of us can’t be here! I
am unclean!”

But what does Jesus say? "Do not be afraid." This will not be your job forever, for now
you’ll come with me and catch people for the kingdom.

God says nothing to the disturbed Isaiah, but a Seraph flies over to Isaiah to purify his
lips, so Isaiah’s fears can be relieved, and he will be a messenger for the Lord.

Paul knows he sins, but does not hesitate to spread the good news. Perhaps Paul is too
hard on himself, but he is driven, and does SO much for the kingdom of God. He doesn’t
let the fact that he isn’t “pure” from evil in the world stop him from being a force of
Good.

So I want us to take that to heart. Where might we say “I am not good enough to do that”,
or “I am not gifted enough to try that” get in the way of what we might be called to? Have
you ever used your sin as an excuse not to do something that felt right? “I won’t support
this person, because I support another person who doesn’t like them.” “I won’t
participate in Sarah’s event this year, because I didn’t participate in Chelsea's event.” Sin



is naturally at odds with God’s goodness, but know this: we are paradoxes. We are full of
both sin and the goodness of God.

What if Simon Peter insisted on pushing Jesus away because Simon couldn’t get over his
own status as unclean? We would lose one of the most relatable and powerful disciples!
What I am saying is: sometimes our own fixation on our inadequacies makes it so we miss
out on opportunities to do God’s will.

God will provide for us. Just as a seraph was sent to purify Isaiah’s lips. Just as Jesus led
these fishermen to become his disciples. Sometimes, our actions will be contradictory.
Sometimes life is funny: an unwed mother might feel led to talk to a local high school
about the importance of safe sex. That does not make her a hypocrite-- it makes her
brave. A recovering alcoholic might share his struggle with a group of people, and warn
them against the dangers of drinking to excess. May our hearts not be hardened against
these unlikely but worthy speakers.

But allowing for that contradiction is not an excuse to be reckless or hot headed: be aware
that sin can look like revenge or self-righteousness.

Are we clean? No. But nothing is unclean enough for God not to touch it. God made earth.
Your sin, your worst parts, the horrors of humanity, the turning away from God can be
overcome.

What, in yourself, are you letting hold you back? Is it truly beyond God?

Who is more worthy of the goodness of God, than those who want to be the hands and feet
of Christ in the world?  We are repeatedly told we are worthy, in the life and death of Jesus.

You are messengers and reflections of God, despite your sins.

May that stick with you on the days when you feel you’ve really messed up.

Although we don’t have the coal to clean our lips, and no Jesus to talk with, we are left
with good examples. Look for hope in the stories we heard from today, knowing that
these stories aren’t finished yet. They are being continued in us, because Christ makes us
worthy. "So we proclaim, and have come to believe."

O�ering and Doxology No. 94

Holy Communion No. 12

Pastoral Prayer:

Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;

People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.



Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;

People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;

People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;

People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;

People: For all who serve God in his Church.

Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal
prayers* Hear us, Lord;

People: For your mercy is great.

Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers*
We will exalt you, O God our King;

People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
*silence for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;

People: Who put their trust in you.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever.
Amen

*Closing Hymn:   Dear Lord and Father of Mankind   No. 358, vs.1-3

1. Dear Lord and Father of mankind, forgive our foolish ways; reclothe us in our
rightful mind, in purer lives thy service find, in deeper reverence, praise.

2. In simple trust like theirs who heard, beside the Syrian sea, the gracious calling of
the Lord, let us, like them, without a word, rise up and follow thee.

3. O sabbath rest by Galilee, O calm of hills above, where Jesus knelt to share with thee
the silence of eternity, interpreted by love!



Closing Prayer O God,
you spoke your word
and revealed your good news in Jesus, the Christ.
Fill all creation with that word again,
so that by proclaiming your joyful promises to all nations
and singing of your glorious hope to all peoples,
we may become one living body,
your incarnate presence on the earth. Amen.
Postlude: Laudation        Gilbert M. Martin

Announcements
● Upcoming Events:

○ Monday, February 7th: Bible Study 2:30-3:30pm & 7:30-8:30pm
○ Tuesday, February 8th: Worship Team, 7:00pm
○ Thursday, February 10th: SPPRC Meeting, 6:30pm
○ Saturday, February 12th: CheeryOs, 1:30pm

Birthdays
Feb. 11 - Makayla Ormsby Flight

Worship Participants
Greeters/Ushers:

February 6:   Carol Willmert & Tim Virgil
February 13:  Sharon Hutchinson & Norm Gardner

Reader:

Weekly O�ering:
$1,235.00: January 30 o�ering
$1,955.00: need each week

O�ering plates are located at the entrance of the sanctuary

*Stand if you are able to do so comfortably

Thank you for respecting your fellow church family members by keeping your mask on
while inside the church building.

If you have an announcement, a Joy or a Concern, please fill out a card (located at the
entrance of the sanctuary) and put it on the altar rail for Pastor Taylor.

Potsdam United Methodist Church ⧫ 26 Main Street, Potsdam NY 13676
Church o�ce: 315-265-7474 ⧫ email: info@potsdamumc.org

Website: www.potsdamumc.org ⧫ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PotsdamUMCNY
Pastor Taylor: pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org
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