
Date: January 30, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring       J.S. Bach

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit:

*Opening Hymn They'll Know We Are Christians By Our Love   FWS No. 2223

1. We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord, we are one in the Spirit, we are one in the
Lord, and we pray that all unity may one day be restored:

Chorus: And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love; Yes they'll know we are
Christians By our love.

2. We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand, we will walk with each other, we
will walk hand in hand, and together we'll spread the news that God is in our land: (Chorus)

3. We will work with each other, we will work side by side, we will work with each other, we
will work side by side, and we'll guard each one's dignity and save each one's pride:
(Chorus)

4. All praise to the Father, from whom all things come, and all praise to Christ Jesus, His only
Son, and all praise to The Spirit who makes us one:
(Chorus)



Call to Worship Psalm 71
In you, Lord, I have taken refuge;
let me never be put to shame.

In your righteousness, rescue me and deliver me;
turn your ear to me and save me.

Be my rock of refuge,
to which I can always go;

give the command to save me,
for you are my rock and my fortress.

Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked,
from the grasp of those who are evil and cruel.

For you have been my hope, Sovereign Lord,
my confidence since my youth.

From birth I have relied on you;

you brought me forth from my mother’s womb.
I will ever praise you.

Unison Prayer:
O God, you spoke your word

and revealed your good news in Jesus, the Christ.

Fill all creation with that word again,

so that by proclaiming your joyful promises to all nations

and singing of your glorious hope to all peoples,

we may become one living body,

your incarnate presence on the earth. Amen.

OT Reading Jeremiah 1: 4-10

NT Reading 1 Corinthians 13: 1-13

*Hymn: The Gift of Love   No. 408

1. Though I may speak with bravest fire, and have the gift to all inspire, and have not love, my
words are vain, as sounding brass, and hopeless gain.

2. Though I may give all I possess, and striving so my love profess, but not be given by love
within, the profit soon turns strangely thin.

3. Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, our spirits long to be made whole. Let inward love
guide every deed; by this we worship, and are freed.

Gospel Reading:  Luke 4: 21-30



Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

Children’s Message: Growing up in Faith
When you hear compliments from other people, you might hear that you're patient, kind, open,
truthful.

We know these are good traits to have, and we feel good when others tell us that we have them.

A man named Paul, the author of the bible passages we've been hearing from, has been telling us
about all the jobs that the spirit can help us do. You remember: Teaching, healing, prophesying.
But today, we hear that having a heart full of love is the most important thing in our lives.

Paul says all those jobs are good, but one day they will go away. What needs to remain is love.

Paul says if we are speaking without love, we’re just making noise.

Have you ever begun telling a story, and realized you lost interest part of the way through?
Talking about life without love is a little like that.

But what about this love? It's a word that’s used an awful lot in the bible: there are many di�erent
kinds of love!

In di�erent languages, there are extra words that mean di�erent kinds of Love.
Some kinds of love you discover as you get older, but I think all of us are born with love.

Growing up, I wasn’t sure I understood a lot of what was written in the bible. And I wasn’t sure
about the word love. I didn’t like to hug a lot of people, and I was not big on watching romance.

Now that I am older, I like hugs. But I still don’t like romance movies all that much.
Paul, our author, links faith and love. He says these change and grow over time.

He says “when I was a child, I acted like a child. When I became an adult, I put behind the
childish ways."

I want to say here: being a child is nothing to be ashamed about. When I was younger, I
sometimes felt shy or embarrassed about my age. Sometimes I still do.
But let yourself grow naturally, because that’s how God made us. Being a child is a part of life:
growing is natural. A seed is not at fault because it’s not a full grown plant. The only time a seed
is a problem is when it refuses to grow.

So don’t feel bad if you’re young, and don’t feel like you have all the answers yet. Maybe loving
others isn't clear to you yet. It's a part of growing. And I’m sure many adults will tell you, they
miss their childhoods. I hope that you can be a child at your age, and if you’re an adult, I hope you
can still have fun.

Know that love is the most powerful force, and someday you’ll see it in di�erent ways. For now,
look for patience, kindness, and humbleness. That's where love will grow.



MESSAGE: All Eyes on You, part 2

So we left o� at the climax of the story: Jesus, with his almost comedic timing, took a seat after
the scripture reading instead of going into his sermon.

As I discovered, this is the teaching position, instead of the preaching position. His audience, the
public eye, is staring at him, wondering what he will say next. “Don’t we know him? Isn’t he well
spoken of in other places?”

The person putting away the scroll is probably wondering “wait... Where did he read from
again?!” (It turns out upon further reading, Jesus chose selective quotes from Isaiah 61 to make a
point. He skipped around in the reading, and might have confused somebody who was looking for
the specific passage.)

And then Jesus says “Today, this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” This has the
potential to go very badly. Imagine one of those public speakers, especially from an award
ceremony that I was mentioning last week, jumping up onto stage only to say “tonight, you’ve
heard the pinnacle of speeches.”

The audacity!

Despite the foreshadowing printed on the cover of your bulletin, Jesus is NOT chased out by an
angry mob after reading the Isaiah passage and remarking that it is fulfilled. The passage says
“all spoke WELL of him, and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth.”

If I was better at the Greek language, I’d tell you what exactly the translation of ‘gracious’ came
from, but as it is, we’re going to consider this “the words that came from his mouth were full of
grace.” Which is true. God is a God of Grace. Goodwill. Promise.

But the other word in this passage is more straightforward: the people were amazed.

The public eye blinks in amazement! That’s not what they were expecting! Isn’t this Joseph’s
son, the carpenter? Our prophet has calluses on his hands?
So, the people took Jesus’ message surprisingly well. This is hope for them! The God of promise
and fulfillment is doing just that!

And this, if this were a comedy sketch, would’ve gone over better if Jesus just stopped there. He
already surprised his audience twice. He’s running the risk of making them angry if he keeps
surprising them.

But unfortunately, being a follower of God does not mean avoiding making people angry. It does
not guarantee good treatment, or even praise for good deeds. Often, if you’re in the public eye,
you’re EXPECTED to do good deeds.

We critique celebrities if they do selfish things. Especially expensive ones. "He went into space?!
Just for fun?! The nerve."



But Jesus, following the path of so many prophets before him, must continue the story. He must
keep teaching his truth. As the other prophets were listened to, so he will be listened to. As the
other prophets were persecuted and driven out, so he will be driven out.

Before the public could ask questions about what Jesus meant with his Isaiah remark, and what
this means for them, He continues to make his statement. “You’ll tell me, ‘Doctor, cure yourself’
if I am really who I say I am." Israel has seen so much in the last few hundred years: the biblical
story is one FILLED with persecution.

After all, this is the story of humanity: many persecutions. So the Jewish people will be looking to
the messiah to rescue them from their captors. To punish the rest of the sinful world which is
bent on corruption and war. Save the people whom God covenanted with, whom God loves.

But Jesus shares then with them a hard truth: that’s not all that he is here to do.

If you are confused what Jesus is referencing when he predicts that those present in the
synagogue will ask him to heal their own like he has in Capernaum, you have a reason to be.

This biblical passage is really important to Luke’s theology, so the author Luke puts this passage
at the beginning of his Gospel account. Chronologically, this passage is out of order. Jesus has
been teaching, preaching, and healing all over the place before he returns to Nazareth with these
words.

As a reminder, Capernaum is at the very top of the sea of Galilee. Nazareth is south west, half way
between the sea of galilee and the mediterranean sea.

And Jesus speaks truth: No prophet is accepted in their hometown.

Hometown heroes are best appreciated when seen outside of their immediate context. If you
know more about them, you can't idolize them as well.

If Jesus is trying to teach the crowd and get them to continue to like him, it’s not working. If you
want to speak the truth and be popular,couch that truth in humor or a story.

By cutting to the chase, the public might get angry. (who does he think he is?!)
And what was Jesus saying? What did the people hear?

Essentially this: you’ve known that you are God’s special people for ever. But, if you expect me to
come only to you and not to the world, you’re mistaken. The messiah comes to all.

But what particularly “filled the people with rage” was Jesus talking about former prophets and
using them to support his position. Using their PERSONAL examples to prove his point.

The examples of Elijah and Elisha healing people outside of their hometowns, let alone outside of
the nation of Israel.



This may be true, but when spoken in a synagogue, it might’ve felt wrong. The public was used to
being reminded who they are: God's Chosen. They were used to a message that God will restore
them. They’re even okay with the idea of Jesus being the one to fulfill scripture, but NOT okay
that he’s not going to prioritize their own. Even if it is scriptural, it's not what they’re used to
hearing.

So that’s the last straw. Now comes the reaction you see on your front cover.
It’s gone too far, the speaker is boo’d o� the stage. People leave, angry.

Angry gossip for days!

This could've been a really dangerous situation. Jesus, though ultimately killed by his own
people, could’ve been killed early for saying just what he did: the messiah is coming to all people.

I don’t think we realize just how radical that message is.

Jesus miraculously lived to see another day. He passed through the crowd, and went on to teach
and heal more people.

But it is we, ‘gentiles’ here, who DIRECTLY benefit from this passage.

We need to know speaking up to "our own people" will not always be comfortable. Sometimes,
even people in your own FAITH won’t like what you’re saying, no matter how true you feel it is.

And that’s why we need to rely on the word of God to speak into us, and the spirit to speak
through us. Our own words can and will do damage; even the words from God aren’t guaranteed
to make us popular. Paul says we’ll be persecuted for our faith.
Often, public speakers inspired by truth get arrested. If you want fairly recent examples, google
“freedom riders” and you’ll see just how many were arrested standing up for justice.

Can you think of more recent events where speaking the truth is rewarded with punishment?

So as you live your faith, knowing the ups and downs Jesus went through, even in his OWN town,
consider where God is nudging you to speak up. And who your audience is.

First, see if what's on your heart can be discerned as a voice from God, or a voice of your own
making. I’m sure some of the people driving Jesus o� that cli� thought they were doing God’s
work.

Then, who else is on board with you? Are other faithful people agreeing and hearing a similar
message? Jesus had a team of disciples. They had a goal in mind.

And then: what are the consequences of your actions? Is it worth taking it as far as Jesus did?
Likely not in many cases for us. But know that eyes are on us, perceiving us and all that we do in
the name of Christ.

And we are equipped with the truth: God’s love extends to all. And we are tasked with that ongoing
mission of sharing it. May we live the gospel of Jesus Christ, and be God’s love to our neighbors in
all places.



Pastoral Prayer:

Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;

People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;

People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;

People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;

People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;

People: For all who serve God in his Church.

Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;

People: For your mercy is great.

Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;

People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
*silence for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;

People: Who put their trust in you.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: Lord, You Give the Great Commission No. 584

1. Lord, you give the great commission: “Heal the sick and preach the word.” Lest the church
neglect its mission, and the gospel go unheard, help us witness to your purpose with
renewed integrity. With the Spirit’s gifts empower us for the work of ministry.

2. Lord, you call us to your service: “In my name baptize and teach.” That the world may trust
your promise, life abundant meant for each, give us all new fervor, draw us closer in
community. With the Spirit’s gifts empower us for the work of ministry.



3. Lord, you make the common holy: “This my body, this my blood.” Let us all, for earth’s
true glory, daily lift life heavenward, asking that the world around us share your children’s
liberty. With the Spirit’s gifts empower us for the work of ministry.

4. Lord, you show us love’s true measure: “Father, what they do, forgive.” Yet we hoard as
private treasure all that you so freely give. May your care and mercy lead us to a just
society. With the Spirit’s gifts empower us for the work of ministry.

5. Lord, you bless with words assuring: “I am with you to the end.” Faith and hope and love
restoring, may we serve as you intend and, amid the cares that claim us, hold in mind
eternity. With the Spirit’s gifts empower us for the work of ministry.

Closing Prayer:
O God of all the prophets,
you knew us and chose us
before you formed us in the womb.
Fill us with faith that speaks your word,
hope that does not disappoint,
and love that bears all things for your sake,
until that day when we shall know you fully,
even as we are known by you. Amen.

Postlude: Laudation     Gilbert M. Martin

Weekly O�ering:
$1,740.00: January 23 o�ering
$1,955.00: need each week

During this time of online worship, your o�erings can be mailed to Potsdam UMC, Attn: Carol
Willmert, 26 Main Street, Potsdam, NY  13676, or if you prefer, you can now contribute via
PayPal.

Potsdam United Methodist Church ⧫ 26 Main Street, Potsdam NY 13676
Church office hours: No volunteer office hours for the month of January.

Pastor Taylor will hold closed office Hours: Tuesdays 3-5pm, Thursdays 10am-2pm.
Please call the church number during those times if you need to speak to/see Pastor Taylor.

Church office: 315-265-7474 ⧫ email: info@potsdamumc.org
Website: www.potsdamumc.org ⧫ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PotsdamUMCNY

Pastor Taylor: pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=L77NBHXNLZ3GY
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