
The Joy of the Lord is your Strength- Nehemiah 8:10

Date: January 23, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Down to the River to Pray   arr. Mark Hayes

Introit:

*Opening Hymn Christ is the World's Light   No. 188

1. Christ is the world's light, Christ and none other; born in our darkness, he became
our brother.  If we have seen him, we have seen the Father: Glory to God on high!

2. Christ is the world's peace, Christ and none other; no one can serve him and despise
another.  Who else unites us, one in God the Father?  Glory to God on high!

3. Christ is the world's life, Christ and none other; sold once for silver, murdered here,
our brother; he, who redeems us, reigns with God the Father: Glory to God on high!

4. Give God the glory, God and none other; give God the glory, Spirit, Son, and Father;
give God the glory, God with us, my brother: Glory to God on high!

Call to Worship
The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge.
They have no speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from them.
Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.



Unison Prayer: God our helper,
by your Holy Spirit, open our minds
that as the Scriptures are read
and your Word is proclaimed,
we may be led into your truth
and taught your will,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

OT Reading Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10
NT Reading 1 Corinthians 12: 12-31a

*Hymn:   As a Fire is Meant for Burning    FWS  No. 2237

1. As a fire is meant for burning with a bright and warming flame, so the church is
meant for mission, giving glory to God's name.  Not to preach our creeds or
customs, but to build a bridge of care, we join hands across the nations, finding
neighbors everywhere.

2. We are learners; we are teachers; we are pilgrims on the way.  We are seekers; we are
givers; we are vessels made of clay. By our gentle, loving actions we would show that
Christ is light.  In a humble, listening Spirit we would live to God's delight.

3. As a green bud in the spring-time is a sign of life renewed, so may we be signs of
oneness 'mid earth's peoples, many hued. As a rainbow lights the heavens when a
storm is past and gone, may our lives reflect the radiance of God's new and glorious
dawn.

Gospel Reading:  Luke 4: 14-21

Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

CHILDREN'S MOMENT: All the parts of a whole

I want to bring up something I have noticed as I have aged. It used to bother me more, but
the older I get, the more I understand.

If you're around adults long enough, you start to hear funny sayings.

Have you ever heard an answer to a question and thought: what are they talking about?



For example, if you ask an older adult "how old are you?" they might say "the same age as
my tongue, and a bit older than my teeth".

Hmm. What?

Or if you ask "was that expensive?" They'll say "it cost a small fortune." Or simply "it
costs an arm and a leg!"

If you're really around people having serious conversations, and perhaps you're quiet like
I used to be, you might hear someone say:

"The whole is greater than the sum of its parts."

That phrase used to BAFFLE me. I could not understand what was being said!

That saying goes waaaay back to an ancient Greek man, named Aristotle. He was born
before Jesus! And was looking for the meaning in life.

I think sometimes these weird sayings come from people looking for meaning in life.

I now understand more what Aristotle was saying. The whole is greater than the sum of
its parts means something like: you can have a Lego castle in its box, but it means more
when it is built. It looks better when it's built, and often fun while it's in the process of
being built. We buy all the pieces knowing it’s not done, yet.

The parts mean more when they are put together and working.

I think this is what 1st Corinthians is saying. We are all di�erent parts of the body of
Christ. We do di�erent jobs. Some of us are good at phone calls. Some of us paperwork.
Some of us are visiting, some encouraging, some singing.

Like last week, some of us are blessed with teaching, preaching, prophesying or healing.

But if we were all preachers, we wouldn't have healers. If we all had our own roles, but
didn't work together at all… we would not be a functional body. So today, what part of the
body are you? What are you good at? And when it's time, the church will be glad to work
with you, because together as Christians, we are greater than the sum of our parts.



MESSAGE: All Eyes Fixed on You

How comfortable are you when public speaking?

This is a skill that is developed over time, and often takes some persistence to start doing.
If you are in a job that requires public speaking, you begin to get pegged as the person
who will speak up in other situations, too. It’s a useful skill.

I grew up in a household with two parents who were both teachers and lay speakers. I
became accustomed to having a parent who could problem solve and advocate fluently
both at a church meeting, and over the phone with a student's parent.

Public speaking is everywhere. On our tablets, computers, in our town halls, at stadiums,
in church.

But most often, when I think of public speaking, I think of entertainment. I think of the
countless award ceremonies where singers and actors alike pop up onto stage in glittering
dresses and bold suits, often with a speech prepared.

As viewers, we can usually tell who is more accustomed to public speaking, and who is
used to being only a stage persona when the eye of the public is on them.

That public eye sees so many things.

And there are patterns that we the viewers tend to look for when we listen to public
speaking, especially in entertainment. There is a welcome, an introduction, maybe a bit of
background, and the main point of the speech.

Often concluded with "thank you" or "have a good night"--we know that's our cue to
respond. *applause*

But I'm thinking of one genre of public speaking that works to avert expectations:
comedy.

Comedy can be pretty diverse, subjective, or niche. It can cause the public eye to water
from laughter, or roll from annoyance.

Comedy plays o� misunderstandings and commonalities to make people react.
Often the goal is to cause laughter. A comedian's whole life is to observe, write, and public
speak.

A pattern I’ve noticed is: it's the comedic sketches we don't expect that cause a reaction
from us. When we think we know where a comedian is going, and then they drop
something we don't expect.



Our reaction is either to laugh, or get annoyed.

And comedians have to play it carefully. There is only so much joking about the audience's
city you can do before the audience is upset.

I bring this up, because our Luke reading has some similarities to comedy.

It's not necessarily a funny story, but there is a buildup and then an unexpected
conclusion. But before we look at that, what role does Jesus play in this story?
If someone who was not a Christian asked you what Jesus’s job was, would you say
“public speaker?”

I don't know that we can consider Jesus a public speaker in our sense of the word, but that
is often what he was. When we list traits of Jesus, we usually list teacher and preacher as
the first two. Healer is often the third.

But Jesus as teacher means he was out speaking to the Jewish people (and the gentiles,
too!) It's too bad we don't have any of Jesus's sermons recorded, or else our churches
might look a little di�erent…

But. We have a number of parables, and many paraphrases of what Jesus spoke to the
public.

Jesus spoke to inspire, along with performing his miraculous healings. Jesus was the word
made flesh.

In this Luke story, we find out that Jesus was traveling around the country speaking in the
synagogues on the sabbath days.

Huh. You know, that kinda sounds like something we’re familiar with?

And this passage says Jesus is WELL KNOWN. He was being praised for his speaking!

And this recorded speech we heard today was di�erent. Ish.

In this scenario, Jesus is handed a scroll from Isaiah. And like a faithful man who knows
his scripture, he finds a specific spot to recite from.

But this day was di�erent.

Jesus reads a specific passage, a short one, and then rolls up the scroll, hands it back to
the attendant, and sits down.

And all eyes were on Jesus.



I can just imagine what is being said under the crowd's breath as they are waiting for
more of an explanation, or more reading.

"What did he just say? That's it? Where is the sermon? Isn't he well known for this?
Why'd he sit down?"

In a di�erent context, this is a comedy sketch.

The speaker says something that needs unpacking, and then walks away.

The audience takes a second to recognise what has happened, then starts laughing.

The people in the synagogue are so used to hearing that hopeful passage, that it doesn't
register with them WHY Jesus was reading it. They expect that will happen someday, but
they want to hear another hope filled message about it!

Only after he sits down does Jesus get to the point: “today, this passage of hope you've
been hearing for hundreds of years…this IS the year of the Lord's favor... It has been
fulfilled.”

Jesus' message is not comedic, despite his timing. It is so serious, and yet so joyful.
Sometimes the bible is like that. Unseen but evidence everywhere. Ancient stories, but
modern applications.

I'm going to continue this story next week, to share with you how the people react.

Will they be surprised? Mad? Excited?

What will happen to Jesus?

But in the meantime, here is a message for us. As believers of the word, and followers of
Jesus, we are constantly in connection with other people. While not all of us are public
speakers, there will be many times we are called to speak up. Reflect on this: how do you
think you are viewed in the public eye as a Christian? Reflect on how you might be viewed
as a Christian, both individually and in our church community. Not that we should start
worrying about what others think of us, but we should be aware of our reputation and
growing edges. This should help us clarify our mission, and find our voice.

Praise God for the great example who has gone before us, who could stay true to his
mission under the watchful eye of the public. I’m looking forward to sharing the rest of
the story next week.



Pastoral Prayer:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;

People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;

People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;

People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;

People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

Pastor: For Bishop Mark Webb, DS Mike Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;

People: For all who serve God in his Church.

Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal
prayers* Hear us, Lord;

People: For your mercy is great.

Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers*
We will exalt you, O God our King;

People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
*silence for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;

People: Who put their trust in you.

The Lord's Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the
glory forever. Amen



*Closing Hymn:   Together We Serve   No. 2175

1. Together we serve, united by love, inviting God's world to the glorious feast.  We
work and we pray through sorrow and joy, extending your love to the last and the
least.

2. We seek to become a beacon of hope, a lamp for the heart and a light for the feet.  We
learn, year by year, to let love shine through until we see Christ in each person we
meet.

3. We welcome the scarred, the wealthy, the poor, the busy, the lonely, and all who
need care.  We o�er a home to those who will come, our hands quick to help, our
hearts ready to dare.

4. Together, by grace, we witness and work, remembering Jesus, in whom we grow
strong.  Together we serve in Spirit and truth, remembering love is the strength of
our song.

Closing Prayer:
Perfect Light of revelation,
as you shone in the life of Jesus,
whose epiphany we celebrate,
so shine in us and through us,
that we may become beacons of truth and compassion,
enlightening all creation with deeds of justice and mercy. Amen.

Postlude: Stuttgart   David Schalt (b. 1955)

Birthdays
Jan. 25 Jean Baycura
Jan. 27 Grace Austin, Lydia Austin

Weekly O�ering:
$2,075.00: January 16 o�ering
$1,955.00: need each week

During this time of online worship, your o�erings can be mailed to Potsdam UMC, Attn:
Carol Willmert, 26 Main Street, Potsdam, NY  13676, or if you prefer, you can now
contribute via PayPal.
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