
Water and Wine attrib. stockio.com

Date: January 16, 2022

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: The Church's One Foundation  Samuel S. Wesley arr. Steven Scott

Introit:

*Opening Hymn God Is Here   No. 660

1. God is here! As we your people meet to o�er praise and prayer, may we find in fuller
measure what it is in Christ we share. Here, as in the world around us, all our varied
skills and arts wait the coming of the Spirit into open minds and hearts.

2. Here are symbols to remind us of our lifelong need of grace; here are table, font, and
pulpit; here the cross has central place. Here in honesty of preaching, here in
silence, as in speech, here, in newness and renewal, God the Spirit comes to each.

3. Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd's flock and fold; here as bread and
wine are taken, Christ sustains us, as of old. Here the servants of the Servant seek in
worship to explore what it means in daily living to believe and to adore.

4. Lord of all, of church and kingdom, in an age of change and doubt keep us faithful to
the gospel; help us work your purpose out. Here, in this day's dedication, all we have
to give, receive; we, who cannot live without you, we adore you! We believe!



Call to Worship

Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens.
Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains
Your steadfast love is precious,
You save humans and animals alike, and all people may take refuge under your mighty
wings.
With you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light.
Continue your steadfast love to those who know you, and your salvation to the upright
of heart!

Unison Prayer: Lord, by the power of your Holy Spirit, open our hearts, minds, and lives
to the scripture message shared with us this morning. Amen.

OT Reading Isaiah 62: 1-5

NT Reading 1 Corinthians 12: 1-11

*Hymn: Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy     No. 340

1. Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, weak and wounded, sick and sore; Jesus ready
stands to save you, full of pity, love, and power.

Refrain: I will arise and go to Jesus; he will embrace me with his arms; in the arms of
my dear Savior, O there are ten thousand charms.

2. Come, ye thirsty, come, and welcome, God’s free bounty glorify; true belief and true
repentance, every grace that brings you nigh. (Refrain)

3. Come ye weary, heavy laden, lost and ruined by the fall; if you tarry till you’re
better, you will never come at all. (Refrain)

4. Let not conscience make you linger, nor of fitness fondly dream; all the fitness he
requireth is to feel your need of him. (Refrain)

Gospel Reading:  John 2: 1-11

Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!



CHILDREN’S MOMENT:   Signs of the Spirit

Do you remember last week how we talked about the Holy Spirit? The Dove is the symbol
we see in our churches.

But most often, since we can't see the holy spirit, how do we know it's there?

Last week, we named some of the signs that the spirit is moving in our friends and family.
"Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, kindness, selfcontrol, generosity," and a few others.

This week, we hear more about the holy spirit.

We hear how the holy spirit works through our lives to help inspire others to love God and
their neighbors.

Wisdom and Knowledge can be signs of the spirit working in someone's life.

Can you think of examples of smart people who God could be working in?

Others are given the gift of healing. We don't often see people healing our sick friends in
the way Jesus was healing. But I think miraculous healings might happen sometimes!

I think doctors and nurses have the Spirit with them, as they help people get better.

Prophecy: this is an odd one. Some people can Vision what the future is like, or what it
could be like, and tell others about it. As a church, we're often trying to picture what we
could be  many years from now. Prophets also bring a direct word from God to their
community. Or to another community that they're sent to. It's a brave task!

Speaking in tongues: this last one is the most uncommon around here. But it's the ability
to speak in a di�erent language, from God. And often the message is of hope. This one is
always paired with someone who can interpret what is being said, so they can share the
good news with the church community.

So the spirit works in strange ways.

But we are told: 6 There are di�erent kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is
the same God at work.

May we be open to the Spirit's working!



MESSAGE:   "Not Yet"

No, no, not yet.
I will, just not yet.

Does that sound familiar?

Perhaps you have asked your significant other that. Have you worked on the roof yet?
Done the dishes yet? Or asked your children and grandchildren if they've done their
homework yet?

"Have you at least looked at it?" "No, not yet."

Sometimes even "I will, I will, later!"

These days, in these times where hospitals are full, and people are anxious to leave their
houses, maybe your family is anxious about getting medical procedures done. How many
times have you asked a relative or friend "have you asked the primary doctor yet?" And
hear, "no, not yet." Or, "no, I don't really need to."

As someone who is on the phone a lot, I'm always looking at post-it notes with names of
people I should get in contact with, and thinking "no, not yet. I'll wait to call until I have
more time."

Is that familiar?  I perceive this to be the way people work. If you've ever driven by
construction in October, and you look to see if it's done yet– but you still see tarps, you
think "nope, not yet." Or maybe "to everything there is a season, and a time under
heaven… But this season is fall and they better get a move on!”

Do you think that “not yet” is a good trait?

Often, no.

You might think that the messiah, Jesus, would never say "not yet".

Wouldn't that admit he wasn't perfect?

But that's not the case.

In this beloved story today, the wedding at Cana, Jesus's mother asks him for a favor:

“Son, can you help supply more wine so as to not embarrass the family of the
newlyweds?”



In this time, it was common practice for the families to invite many people, and be very
generous at the wedding celebrations. Running out of wine would show a lack of funds,
and embarrassment.

And Jesus says " Woman, what concern is that to you and me? My hour has not yet come."
As if saying "I'm not going to do a miracle at a time such as now. That's not what was
expected of me."

We know that Jesus had a long time before the "hour" of his arrest and death, but Mary
didn't know exactly what he was referencing.

She just tells the servants to listen to Jesus and do what he says. Sometimes family just
‘knows’. "He may say 'no' now, but he'll help."

And Jesus did.

Shortly after telling his mom "not yet", Jesus instructs the servants to help him fill the
Jewish purification rite jars with water. And we know how the story goes from there.

The water is changed into wine. And not just 5 dollar wine. Good wine.

This is one of 7 signs in the book of John. Can you list them all?

Jesus does many miracles, but those 7 signs are what the apostles acknowledge as
“heavenly credentials.” Jesus could not have done this if God were not with him.

Despite all of the good Jesus does, there are a few times when he repeats the "not yet".
One, when Jesus heals the son of a royal o�cial after saying, "unless you see signs and
wonders you won't believe…" But he heals the boy anyway.

Later in John, his brothers invite him to the passover, and Jesus says ‘not yet’ to going
with them. And then later, when Mary and Martha invite Jesus to come see Lazarus as he
is dying, Jesus doesn't go right away.

Jesus does all the things in these stories, only after he says "not yet."

I think the human side of Jesus wrestled with divine timing, but Jesus was still obedient to
the Father.

This should remind us of a parable we’ve heard, Matthew 21: 29 through 31. Let me read it
to you:

"What do you think? A man had 2 sons; he went to the 1st and said "son, go and work in the
vineyard today." He answered "I will not"; but later he changed his mind and went. The father



went to the second son and said the same; and he answered,"I go sir", but he did not go. Which
of the two did the will of his father?

The religious leaders listening to Jesus answered correctly that the first son was following
the will of the father, despite verbally disagreeing.The second son just paid lip service.

Jesus then confirms that those who are seen as unclean in society, but do the will of God
in their lives, will come first in heaven. What does that look like to you?

So perhaps your "not yets" are often meant as "no". But sometimes, right after you give
your answer, you will follow through, despite what you thought.

You see a man asking for money. You think you won’t give him the 5 dollars in your
pocket, then *flash* you’ve handed it over.

You pick up that phone to make your call, just after saying you don’t have the time. You
drive to the store despite the weather. You scrub those dishes.

What have we been putting o� that is ready to happen? Are we afraid of the future of the
church, so we say "not yet" to hard questions? ‘Not yet’ to think about what church could
be in 10 years?

Follow-through could look like finally accepting that nudge to volunteer at the local free
clinic.

It could look like finally getting the gears turning for a free event at your church.

Perhaps you've been putting o� an appointment. But maybe now is the time to follow
through, despite what you’ve told yourself. Is God calling you to follow through?

Where are your "not yets?" Are they really dependent  on something else, or is it time to
respond to them? The child who does the father's will is the one who says "no", but
follows through anyway.

We take heart in this John passage, the wedding passage. Jesus was human. He was…
di�erent… with his timing perhaps. But the joy and miraculous a�rmation of the
water-into-wine is a glimpse of a world to come.

This was one of the seven miracles that the disciples witnessed that convinced them of
Jesus's divinity.

We're living for that world that was glimpsed in the miracle of water into wine. When you
pray the Lord's prayer, you say "thy kingdom come, thy will be done."



This week, look for some "not yets" you could follow through on. It's not something to
feel guilt over: be reminded this is a growth in our faith. This is growth in following God’s
will. We are working toward perfection.

And may we be ready to act in unexpected places, despite what we might say at first.

Pastoral Prayer:

Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;

People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;

People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;

People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;

People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

Pastor: For Bishop Mark Webb, DS Mike Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;

People: For all who serve God in his Church.

Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal
prayers* Hear us, Lord;

People: For your mercy is great.

Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers*
We will exalt you, O God our King;

People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
*silence for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;

People: Who put their trust in you.



The Lord's Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the
glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: Spirit Song   No. 347

1. O let the Son of God enfold you With His Spirit and His love, Let Him fill your heart
And satisfy your soul. O let Him have the things that hold you, And His Spirit like a
dove will descend upon your life and make you whole.

Jesus, O Jesus, Come and fill Your lambs. Jesus, O Jesus, Come and fill Your lambs.

2. O come and sing this song with gladness As Your hearts are filled with joy, Lift your
hands in sweet surrender To His Name. O give Him all your tears and sadness, Give
Him all your years of pain, And you'll enter into Life in Jesus' name.

Jesus, O Jesus, Come and fill Your lambs. Jesus, O Jesus, Come and fill Your lambs.

Closing Prayer:

Perfect Light of revelation, as you shone in the life of Jesus,
whose epiphany we celebrate,
so shine in us and through us,
that we may become beacons of truth and compassion,
enlightening all creation with deeds of justice and mercy. Amen.

Postlude: Hymn to Joy   Ludwig van Beethoven   adapt. Albert L. Travis

Birthdays
Jan. 21 Garrett Mattimore
Jan. 22 Jay Baycura

Weekly O�ering:
$3600.00: January 9 o�ering
$1,955.00: need each week

During this time of online worship, your o�erings can be mailed to Potsdam UMC, Attn:
Carol Willmert, 26 Main Street, Potsdam, NY  13676, or if you prefer, you can now
contribute via PayPal.

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=L77NBHXNLZ3GY

