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Greeting and Sharing our Joys & Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Prelude          Cesar Frank        arr. Todd Kendall

Welcome in the Name our Lord Jesus Christ;  Who was, Who is, and Who will come

Introit:

*Opening Hymn At the Name of Jesus   No. 168

1. At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, every tongue confess him King of
glory now; ’tis the Father’s pleasure we should call him Lord, who from the
beginning was the mighty Word.

2. Humbled for a season, to receive a name from the lips of sinners unto whom
he came, faithfully He bore it, spotless to the last, brought it back victorious
when from death he passed.

3. Bore it up triumphant with its human light, through all ranks of creatures to
the central height, to the throne of Godhead, to the Father’s breast; filled it
with the glory of that perfect rest.



Call to Worship Psalm 29
Ascribe to the Lord, o heavenly beings,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength
Ascribe to the Lord the the glory of his name;
worship the Lord in holy splendor.
The voice of the Lord in on the waters,
The voice of the Lord is powerful.
The Lord sits enthroned over the waters, over the flood
May the Lord give strength to people, and bless us with peace.

Unison Prayer: from RCL

God of grace and glory,
you call us with your voice of flame
to be your people, faithful and courageous.
As your beloved Son
embraced his mission in the waters of baptism,
inspire us with the fire of your Spirit
to join in his transforming work.
We ask this in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

OT Reading Isaiah 43: 1-7

NT Reading Acts 8: 14-17

*Hymn: When Jesus Came to Jordan    No. 252

1. When Jesus came to Jordan to be baptized by John, he did not come for pardon
but as the sinless one. He came to share repentance with all who mourn their
sins, to speak the vital sentence with which good news begins.

2. He came to share temptation, our utmost woe and loss, for us and our
salvation to die upon the cross. So when the dove descended on him, the Son
of Man, the hidden years had ended, the age of grace began.

3. Come, Holy Spirit, aid us to keep the vows we make; this very day invade us,
and every bondage break. Come, give our lives direction, the gift we covet
most: to share the resurrection that leads to Pentecost.



Gospel Reading:  Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22

Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:   What is the Holy Spirit?

You’ve heard us talk about the Holy Spirit! Can you picture it?

It's a part of God, and it's invisible to our eyes. It helps us be together with each
other.

It can be represented as a dove: if you see any white dove photos or drawings in a
church, we're referencing the Holy Spirit. Gentle, coming down from heaven.

But how do we know it’s real, if we can't see it? It’s sort of like wind. Wind moves
the objects around us without being able to see the wind.

The Holy Spirit changes things around us.

Good things happen when the Holy Spirit is near.

These are some of the things to look for when you think the Holy Spirit:

Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Self-Control, Faithfulness, Generosity.

When Christ has a dove come down, it symbolizes Christ has these traits. And so
should we, with the help of the Holy Spirit.

MESSAGE:   A Sinless Baptism

If you're listening to the Luke 3 passage, you're saying "boy, that sounds familiar ",
it's probably for a reason. We hear it every year (or a rendition of it most years).
And we did just hear this Luke 3 passage recently. A few weeks ago we were
introduced to John the Baptist, and we read the beginning part of this passage with
John introducing us to a fulfilled prophecy.

There is a good reason to repeat this again: to remind us that we're picking up
where we left o� in this story.



Sometimes this is confusing, reading about John prophesying the coming of the
messiah, knowing that Christ is about the age of John. When we read this passage in
advent, I think we sometimes think John is announcing the birth of Christ. But we
read this passage in the Christmas season, because it shows that Christ has been
heralded by many prophets throughout the years.  And Christmas was the fulfilling
of that promise.

So again today we hear about the winnowing fork, and a bit about fire (maybe you
can remember part of the sermon from that time.)

But today there is more to the story. Now before I go into what we've read in verses
21 and 22, does it seem suspicious to you that we jump from versus 17 to 21?
Wouldn't it be just as easy to include those 3 verses?

To satisfy your curiosity, these next few verses are where John the Baptist scolds
Herod and Herodians. The passage says Herod arrests John for this. Later we find
out, Herod likes listening to John though, because prophets are very sought after
assets in this culture.

I think the editors of the lectionary thought the Herod footnote would be a
distraction from the baptisms in the story.

But I think it's important to note that John is not afraid to speak the truth, if it
means getting arrested. May we be as bold as John the Baptist in our own lives.

This whole Luke passage is about people getting baptized, but there's one very
important baptism in this story, and that is the sinless baptism. As you might have
noticed in the bulletin, it is the baptism of the Lord Sunday, which comes after
epiphany.  From being a small boy and being gifted by magi, to being in his thirties
and baptized by his cousin. We jump through time quickly!

But this is an important segment.

What this passage is telling the reader is not that Christ is a sinner, and in need of
baptism for repentance, but that Christ has engaged in all of our humanity. Christ
is baptized like us, Christ lives and dies like us. This is a miracle that reveals a
blessing from God the father, but I think this is also an act of symbolism on our
behalf.



I also wonder if Jesus would not have been taken as seriously by the Pharisees if he
was not baptized. It’s easier to persecute and get rid of someone who is not part of
your faith.

But one of our key agreements as Christians is that Christ did not have any sin. I
have heard people say otherwise, but it tends to be orthodox or traditionally
accepted, that Christ is without sin.

If you're still wondering why Christ is baptized, and why Christ was not doing the
baptizing, let me give you a brief story about how unnecessary actions done out of
solidarity can be a blessing.

Back in middle school, I was not the most popular child. But one birthday, the
whole classroom threw me a surprise party. I admit, I was really surprised. 1 girl
bought me about 6 helium balloons, and I had no idea what to say. I actually still
have a gift from that surprise party in 6th grade.

In the afternoon, as I took the balloons out to the car my dad, brother and I rode
home in, my brother thoughtlessly opened the car door after my balloons were
carefully put into the car. As the balloons escaped, and I hopped after them, I
realized that they were gone.

I was fairly upset about this, since that was the 1st time I remembered ever getting
helium balloons on my birthday.

I remember my dad being pretty upset at my brother, and told him to go back into
the school and do some of the work that he was supposed to do before we left that
day. The work happened to be selling items from a magazine for a band fundraiser.

As I watched my brother lower his head and enter the school, I remember telling
my dad I was still going to go to help him. I rushed after my brother to go help him
sell items for the band.

I remember my dad being confused, since the selling was supposed to be an act of
repentance for my brother. But it meant more to me that my brother would do this
fundraising work with me, rather than being upset and alone.

I think that a lot of us do actions in solidarity on a semi-regular basis. We send
money to charities after someone does. We light candles in remembrance.



A lot of justice work has to do with atoning for sins not committed by the
participant. When people join protest crowds, especially when holding signs or
singing songs, sometimes they cannot relate to the pain of the victim's family. But
they feel it is right to raise their voice on behalf of a victim.

John faces the consequences of calling out a corrupt government by getting
arrested. He could’ve kept silent and stayed free, but condemning corruption was
more powerful.

In fact, our whole faith revolves around a man who atones for a sin he did not
commit.

How are we working to disrupt the crimes of those who went before us? Even if it
means repenting for the sins of our ancestors?

…

Needless to say, baptism for us looks a little di�erent than baptism for the Lord.

This passage calls us to be thankful for the life of Christ, for the gift that was given.

God the father is blessing the work of God the son, who was just beginning his
ministry in this passage.

Our baptism symbolizes purity, and helps us make a promise that we will continue
to work towards a good relationship with God and one another. Our ministry will
last as long as we live.

As we now enter the season of Christ's teaching, may we be prepared with open
hearts to listen to these messages of justice and atonement. May we be willing to
change and confess to our actions when need be, and may we be looking for fruits
of the Spirit to guide us.

Pastoral Prayer:

Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and
work;

People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;



People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;

People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;

People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

Pastor: For Bishop Mark Webb, DS Mike Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;

People: For all who serve God in his Church.

Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal
prayers* Hear us, Lord;

People: For your mercy is great.

Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal
prayers* We will exalt you, O God our King;

People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal
kingdom. *silence for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon
them;

People: Who put their trust in you.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the
glory forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: Blessed Be the God of Israel    No. 209

1. Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free, who visits and redeems
us, and grants us liberty. The prophets spoke of mercy, of freedom and
release; God shall fulfill the promise to bring our people peace.



2. Now from the house of David a child of grace is given; a Savior comes among
us to raise us up to heaven. Before him goes the herald, forerunner in the way,
the prophet of salvation, the harbinger of day.

3. On prisoners of darkness the sun begins to rise, the dawning of forgiveness
upon the sinner's eyes, to guide the feet of pilgrims along the paths of peace;
O bless our God and Savior with songs that never cease!

Benediction:   May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so
that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. Romans 15:13

Postlude: Go Tell It    arr. Michael Burkhardt

Announcements
Worship Services are online via zoom for the money of January.

Birthdays
Jan. 11 Steve Bracy
Jan. 12 Olga Virgil
Jan. 15 Cole Murray

Weekly O�ering:
$1,955.00: need each week

During this time of online worship, your o�erings can be mailed to Potsdam UMC,
Attn: Carol Willmert, 26 Main Street, Potsdam, NY  13676

Church o�ce hours: No volunteer o�ce hours for the month of January.
Pastor Taylor will hold closed o�ce Hours: Tuesdays 3-5pm, Thursdays 10am-2pm. Please call

the church number during those times if you need to speak to/see Pastor Taylor.
email: info@potsdamumc.org ⧫ Website: www.potsdamumc.org

Pastor Taylor: pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org
Potsdam United Methodist Church, 26 Main Street, Potsdam NY 13676, 315-265-7474
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