
Date: December 26, 2021

A Festival of Lessons and Carols Lessons and Carols adapted from UMC Book of Worship

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing      arr. Gordon Young

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we
quietly prepare ourselves for worship

Introit:

Call to Worship: Psalm 148                         UMH 861

*CAROL:   Sing We Now of Christmas   UMH 237

1. Sing we now of Christmas, Noel, sing we here! Hear our grateful praises to the babe
so dear.

Refrain: Sing we Noel, the King is born, Noel! Sing we now of Christmas, sing we
now Noel!

2. Angels called to shepherds, "Leave your flocks at rest, journey forth to Bethlehem,
find the child so blest." (Refrain)

3. In Bethlehem they found him; Joseph and Mary mild, seated by the manger,
watching the holy child. (Refrain)

4. From the eastern country came the kings afar, bearing gifts to Bethlehem, guided by
a star. (Refrain)



5. Gold and myrrh they took there, gifts of greatest price; there was never a stable so
like paradise. (Refrain)

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 9:2,6-7 (Pastor Hattie Taylor)

The prophet announces the birth of a king to a people in darkness.

*CAROL:   Go Tell It on the Mountain   UMH 251

Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; go, tell it on
the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.

1. 1 While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night, behold
throughout the heavens there shown a holy light. (Refrain)

2. 2 The shepherds feared and trembled, when lo! above the earth, rang out the
angel chorus that hailed the Savior’s birth. (Refrain)

3. 3 Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn. (Refrain)

SECOND LESSON Isaiah 11:1-4a (Walt Theobald - prerecorded)

The king is coming and will usher in a reign of justice for the poor and peace for all
God's creation.

ANTHEM

THIRD LESSON Luke 1:26-35,38 (Sherry Theobald - prerecorded)

The angel Gabriel announces to the virgin Mary that she will give birth to God's
promised Son, whose kingdom will never end.

Message:

It’s Christmas time again.
As we sit in the pews and observe the decorations, the sounds, the hymns, and the
fellowship, we can get lost in it all.

Do these songs and sights bring back memories? Yes.  Are some of them bittersweet?
Definitely.

There is no way to escape the years’ worth of memories that holidays bring. Even if you’re
new here, even if you’re more of a Christmas and Easter kind of church attender, this
space feels… di�erent. It doesn’t feel like home.



But we feel that this time of recognizing Christ’s entry into the world is significant.
Every year we hear about Mary’s experience as she accepts the position as the mother of
God incarnate.

But for some reason it never ceases to be a fresh word. The church decorations and
favorite hymns are just icing on the cake: the biblical passages are a big piece of what we
came for, whether we realize it immediately or not.

We know how the story goes, but it always seems to stay fresh. Perhaps it’s because we
read it only once a year, we forget it until we hear it aloud again. But I’ve heard the Bible
called “a living book”. As if these passages are not just ancient words that have no impact
on us now.

This is the origin story, if you will, of our hope.

And don’t you just love Mary?

Mary is just a real person, doing life when an angel appears to her and says “hi, you’re
favored by God!”

And immediately her eyes narrow in suspicion.

To be fair, biblical angels' appearances are not described really well. Gabriel could have
looked a little odd. Think multiple wheels and lots of eyes.

And if you’re a dog owner, or a parent, you might recognize Mary’s reaction.
The dog is bowing his head and refuses to look at you, but he follows you around with his
tail wagging. The child runs over to you for hugs after work, but is attempting to not let
you into the bathroom.

But the angel reassures her. “You’re going to birth a prophet. Name him Jesus. His
Kingdom will never end.” How easy would that be: as soon as you’re expecting, you have
someone say “here’s their name!”

And Mary simply says to this angel’s good news, “How? I’m not even married yet.” No,
“why me” or “I’m going to run away and get swallowed by a whale.”
Just “How?”

Maybe that is part of the hope we see in Christmas. Hearing someone be so
straightforward about something so miraculous is just so HUMAN. It is what we see and
hear in our daily lives.

This story seems fresh because it’s relatable. There is something true about it.
For example, we hear of a miracle. Someone’s cancer is entirely gone, vanished, at their
next checkup.



And we’re like “wow”. Some of us get goosebumps. This can’t be explained.
And then we’re still asking our usual “what’s for dinner” a couple hours later!
But I’d like to think, that “what’s for dinner” is just a little more blessed than usual.

One day we’re going to hear so much profound news that we just sit in awe of God’s
presence; someday it will register with us just how many amazing things we see and take
in stride.

Not that that’s bad. Often, it’s charming. We’re so dependent on the grace of God, and
ordinary miracles that we’ve learned how to say thanks quietly and move on with our
lives.

Or maybe on a really interesting day, we go to our cousins and pour out a poetic song in
honor of God’s goodness. Like Mary.

But the divine in the ordinary is a key theme in the Bible. Especially in this Christmas
season.  Jesus, the son of God, born in a stable. We rarely laugh at the irony anymore,
because we’re used to it.

So as you sit in this space, recognizing this important season, this important 12 days of
celebration in our Christian season cycle, know that it IS extraordinary. And perhaps it’s a
little funny we celebrate it with set traditions.

Not that that is a bad thing. And again, often it’s charming. Did we put the crèche in the
same spot we did last year? Did we use the same candles?

But maybe this year, see if joy and wonder can overwhelm you.

God has remembered his people.

God made a promise. And with hearts of love, we are included in God’s plan.

The creator of all things created you.

And came to meet us as we are.

Merry Christmas. May God’s birth into the world bring you wonder, and a deeper
relationship with your creator.

*CAROL:   O Little Town of Bethlehem   UMH 230

1. O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; above thy deep and
dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. Yet in thy dark streets shineth the
everlasting light; the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.



2. For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, while mortals sleep, the angels
keep their watch of wondering love. O morning stars together, proclaim the holy
birth, and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth!

3. How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given; so God imparts to human
hearts the blessings of his heaven. No ear may hear his coming, but in this world
of sin, where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin, and enter in,
be born in us today. We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; O
come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

FOURTH LESSON Luke 2:1-7 (Greg Murry)

Against a backdrop of emperors and taxes, Jesus is born.

*CAROL:   It Came Upon a Midnight Clear   UMH 218

1. It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, from angels bending
near the earth to touch their harps of gold: "Peace on the earth, good will to men,
from heaven's all-gracious King." The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the
angels sing.

2. Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled, and still
their heavenly music floats o'er all the weary world; above its sad and lowly
plains, they bend on hovering wing, and ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed
angels sing.

3. And ye, beneath life's crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along
the climbing way with painful steps and slow, look now! for glad and golden hours
come swiftly on the wing. O rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing!

4. For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophet seen of old, when with the
ever-circling years shall come the time foretold when peace shall over all the
earth its ancient splendors fling, and the whole world send back the song which
now the angels sing.

FIFTH LESSON Luke 2:8-16 (Trish Lewis)

The shepherds go to see the Savior of the world and find him lying in a manger.

*CAROL:   The Friendly Beasts   UMH 227

1. Jesus, our brother, strong and good, was humbly born in a stable rude, and the
friendly beasts around him stood, Jesus, our brother, strong and good.



2. “I,” said the donkey, shaggy and brown, “I carried his mother uphill and down, I
carried his mother to Bethlehem town; I,” said the donkey, shaggy and brown.

3. “I,” said the cow, all white and red, “I gave him my manger for his bed, I gave
him hay to pillow his head; I,” said the cow, all white and red.

4. “I,” said the sheep with curly horn, “I gave him my wool for his blanket warm, he
wore my coat on Christmas morn; I,” said the sheep with curly horn.

5. “I,” said the dove, from the rafters high, “I cooed him to sleep that he should not
cry, we cooed him to sleep, my mate and I; I,” said the dove, from the rafters
high.

6. Thus all the beasts, by some good spell, in the stable dark were glad to tell of the
gifts they gave Emmanuel, the gifts they gave Emmanuel.

SIXTH LESSON John 1:1-14 (Pastor Hattie Taylor)

John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.

*LAST CAROL:   What Child is This   UMH 219

1. What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping? Whom angels greet
with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?

Refrain: This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.

2. Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? Good Christians,
fear, for sinners  here the silent Word is pleading. (Refrain)

3. So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, come, peasant, king, to own him; the
King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him. (Refrain)

*CLOSING PRAYER

Eternal God,

By the birth of Jesus Christ you gave yourself to the world. Grant that, being born in our
hearts, he may save us from all our sins, and restore within us the image and likeness of
our Creator, to whom be everlasting praise and glory, world without end. Amen.

*BLESSING

“The LORD bless you and keep you; 25 the LORD make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you; 26 the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.”

Postlude: In Dulci Jubilo  J. S. Bach



Announcements
The church o�ce will be closed on Monday Dec. 27th and Wednesday Dec. 29th.

Birthdays
Dec. 26: Jean Sutton, Lois James
Dec. 27: Warren Potter
Dec. 28: Cian DeShane

Worship Participants
Greeters/Ushers:

Dec. 26: Sharon Hutchinson, Robin Howard, Nancy Matthews
Jan. 2: Trish Lewis and Carrie Livernois

Readers:

Weekly O�ering:
$1,388.00: December 19th o�ering
$1,700.00: need each week

O�ering plates are located at the entrance of the sanctuary

*Stand if you are able to do so comfortably

If you have an announcement, a Joy or a Concern, please fill out a card (located at the
entrance of the sanctuary) and put it on the altar rail for Pastor Taylor.

Church o�ce hours: Monday and  Wednesday 9am - 11pm
Pastor Taylor’s O�ce Hours: Tuesdays 3-5pm, Thursdays 10am-2pm.

email: info@potsdamumc.org ⧫ Website: www.potsdamumc.org
Pastor Taylor: pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org

Potsdam United Methodist Church, 26 Main Street, Potsdam NY 13676, 315-265-7474
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