
Date: December 24, 2021

Greeting and Sharing of Announcements

Prelude O Holy Night

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we
quietly prepare ourselves for worship

Introit: Good King Wenceslas

*Call to Worship

Sing to the Lord a new song!

Sing all the earth, and bless the holy name.
His Glory is declared among the nations:

Let the Heavens be glad, and the Earth rejoice!
Even the forests and fields will sing for joy!

For the Lord is coming into the world.

Hymn:   Angels We Have Heard on High   vs 1,3   UMH 238

1. Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, and the mountains in
reply echoing their joyous strains.

[Refrain:] Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? What the gladsome
tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? [Refrain]



3. Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing; come, adore on
bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. [Refrain]

4. See him in a manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise; Mary, Joseph, lend your
aid, while our hearts in love we raise. [Refrain]

Lighting of the Advent and Christ Candles
Reader: We light this candle as a symbol of Christ coming into the world. May Jesus’ coming
into the world bring us hope, love, joy, and peace, as we enter into a new promise of
redemption.

Hymn:   Star Child   all 5 verses    FWS 2095

1. Star-Child, earth-Child, go-between of God, love Child, Christ Child, heaven's lightning
rod

[Chorus] This year, this year, let the day arrive when Christmas comes for everyone,
everyone alive!

2. Street child, beat child, no place left to go, hurt child, used child, no one wants to know,
[Chorus]

3. Grown child, old child, memory full of years, sad child, lost child, story told in tears,
[Chorus]

4. Spared child, spoiled child, having, wanting more, wise child, faith child, knowing joy in
store, [Chorus]

5. Hope-for-peace Child, God's stupendous sign, down-to-earth Child, Star of stars that
shine, [Chorus]

Scripture Readings
Isaiah 9: 2-7
Luke 2: 1-7

Hymn:   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing   UMH 240

1. Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King; peace on earth, and mercy
mild, God and sinners reconciled!" Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the
skies; with th'angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"

[Refrain:]  Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King!"

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord; late in time behold him
come, offspring of a virgin's womb. Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th' incarnate
Deity, pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. [Refrain:]



3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! Light and life to
all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no
more may die, born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. [Refrain:]

Gospel Reading
Luke 2: 1-20

Hymn:   Away in a Manger   UMH 217

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes; I
love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky and stay by my cradle till morning is
nigh.

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay close by me forever, and love me, I pray;
bless all the dear children in thy tender care, and fit us for heaven to live with thee
there.

Pastoral Reflection (with powerpoint)

Potsdam Christmas Eve Poem

It was early that year when Gabriel
the angel of God was sent to tell
a young woman unwed in Galilee
of an unborn child yet to be.

Mary was listening with confused ears,
pregnant?, unwed?, with Godly fears
agreed to be mother to God in flesh
Faithful acceptance placed in a crèche.

As Mary set out to cousin Beth,
Arriving so soon and out of breath
The talk of Jesus, the miracle boy
caused cousin Beth’s John to leap for joy.

So faithful Mary sings her song
His Mercy is great, and arms’ reach long
Unjust rulers sit on thrones that crumble
And our God has lifted up the humble.

For three months the ladies stayed close by
But Mary returned to be near her guy



Still unwed, but bearing that child
Joseph and Mary were reconciled

A census taken, pregnant month 10
From Nazareth to Judea to Bethlehem.
In a town of David for Joseph’s line
the son was born, both man and divine.

Humble beginnings, no place at the inn
Mary meets Jesus, out from within.
Angels told shepherds with glory around them
Good news is a savior in Bethlehem.

Long passed are these days, read now on a page
Reminded each year of the birth in that age.
How excited each year can our family be
With the story of Christ; presents under a tree?

The answer is very, the joy shows around
The scripture we read, the songs and their sound
Are new every year, the words are alive
Christ in this world is how we thrive.

Christmas and Easter, or all of the year
Christ is significant to us gathered here.
Resurrection cannot happen if Christ didn’t die
But first is a birth on which generations rely.

A covenant kept, a promise made
A teacher to guide us and a sacrifice made.
In the future tonight, but long in the past
our hearts are the place where promises last.

As you celebrate tonight, and into the season:
The twelve days of Christmas are JOY for a reason.
This child a sign of the truth breaking through,
From prophets, to disciples, to church leaders, to you.

It is with joy that we gather together tonight.

This season might feel repetitive to some. But in some ways, it is new every year. It reminds
us that Christ is continually reaching out, continually asking us to soften our hardened hearts
and care for those in the world who need immediate physical care. But not only that. Care for
those who are emotionally drained and spiritually damaged.



I think it is appropriate; a child coming into the world to lead many generations of people in
the ways of love. That kind of reversal is brought up many times in our holy texts.

So, we must come to accept the unexpected:

A man, also God, will come into the world to a people who will not recognize him.

The first will be last, and the last first.

The wayward son who squandered his wealth will be welcomed home.

We, who know the hardness in our hearts, will be pursued in love by God.

But it doesn’t mean we can’t be surprised. And often delighted by these themes in creation
that we come to accept.

I encourage you. If you’re here tonight, and don’t know where you stand with God, ponder
this Mary passage. A woman who is just anybody, chosen by God. And spends quiet time to
ponder God in her heart.

May we be people who ponder God in these hearts that we work to soften, and rejoice in a
fulfilled promise.

Choir Anthem:

please write the name of a loved one on your memorial ornament during this time

Prayers of the People Based on Form II of the BCP:

With the angels of heaven we proclaim your glory, O God. As the radiance of your presence
lights up the heavens, we pray for enlightenment for your church on behalf of the whole
world. For God's people throughout the world; for this gathering; and all people.

We pray for the Church.
For peace, for goodwill among nations, and for the well-being of all people.

We pray for justice and peace.
For the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison.

We pray for those in any need or trouble.
For all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of God.

We pray that they may find, and be found by God.
I ask your prayers for the departed, especially those we remember tonight.

We pray for those who have died.
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.

We pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.
Grant that, through our prayers, our lives may radiate the presence of Christ to all who dwell
on earth, for he is our Light, forever. Amen.



Hymn:   The First Noel   vs 1,2,4   UMH 245

1. The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; in
fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter's night that was so deep.

[Refrain:] Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.

2. They looked up and saw a star shining in the east, beyond them far; and to the earth it
gave great light, and so it continued both day and night. [Refrain]

3. And by the light of that same star three Wise Men came from country far; to seek for a
king was their intent, and to follow the star wherever it went. [Refrain]

4. This star drew nigh to the northwest, o'er Bethlehem it took its rest; and there it did
both stop and stay, right over the place where Jesus lay. [Refrain]

5. Then entered in those Wise Men three, full reverently upon the knee, and offered there,
in his presence, their gold and myrrh and frankincense. [Refrain]

Closing Prayer

God of glory, your splendor shines from a manger in Bethlehem, where the Light of the world
is humbly born into the darkness of human night. Open our eyes to Christ's presence in the
shadows of our world, so that we, like him, may become beacons of your justice, and
defenders of all for whom there is no room. Amen.

Hymn:   Silent Night   UMH 239

1. Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and child. Holy
infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

2. Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

3. Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light; radiant beams from thy holy face
with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

4. Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; with the angels let us sing, Alleluia
to our King; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

Our tradition is to stand and  hold candles as we sing this final hymn. Please use the electric
candles provided.

Announcements: Lessons and Carols, Dec 26th, 11am

As you depart, you may string your ornament on the memory tree to the right of the main
doors.



If you would like to help support the mission and ministry of the Potsdam United
Methodist church, please feel free to use the red envelopes in the pew pockets.
Offering plates are next to the entrance to the sanctuary.

Closing Hymn:   Joy to the World   UMH 246

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; let every heart  prepare
him room, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and
heaven, and nature sing.

2. Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ; while fields and floods,
rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat
the sounding joy.

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to make his
blessings flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, far as, far as the
curse is found.

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove the glories of his
righteousness, and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders,
wonders of his love.

Worship Participants
Greeters/Ushers: Trish Lewis, Robin Howard, Richard Clements, Judy Haer, Norm Gardner

Scripture Reader: Sharon Hutchinson

Advent Reader: Rebecca Clements

Advent Wreath: Richard Clements

Offering plates are located at the entrance of the sanctuary

*Stand if you are able to do so comfortably

If you have an announcement, a Joy or a Concern, please fill out a card (located at the
entrance of the sanctuary) and put it on the altar rail for Pastor Taylor.

Church office hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9am - 11pm
Pastor Taylor’s Office Hours: Tuesdays 3-5pm, Thursdays 10am-2pm.

email: info@potsdamumc.org ⧫ Website: www.potsdamumc.org
Pastor Taylor: pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org

Potsdam United Methodist Church, 26 Main Street, Potsdam NY 13676, 315-265-7474
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