
Date: December 19, 2021

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Advent: Creator of the Stars of Night              Robert Lau

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit:

*Opening Hymn:   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   No. 211, verses 1-4

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until
the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

2. O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh; to us the path of
knowledge show and cause us in her ways to go.  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to
thee, O Israel.

3. O come, O come, great Lord of might, who to thy tribes on Sinai's height in ancient times
once gave the law in cloud and majesty and awe.  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to
thee, O Israel.

4. O come, thou Root of Jesse's tree, an ensign of thy people be; before thee rulers silent fall; all
peoples on thy mercy call.  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Call to Worship Based on the magnificat
My soul magnifies the Lord
And my spirit rejoices in God my saviour
God’s mercy is for those that revere him,
From generation to generation
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones



And lifted up the lowly.
God has remembered his people
According to the promise made to the ancestors.

Lighting of the Advent Candles:

Scripture: Isaiah 9: 6-7

Reader: We light this candle as a symbol of the Prince of Peace.
May the visitation of your Holy Spirit, O God, make us ready for the coming of Jesus, our hope and
joy.
All: O come, O come, Emmanuel, God with us.

Advent Hymn: Star Child         Verse 4   FWS No. 2095

Spared child, spoiled child, having, wanting more, wise child, faith child, knowing joy in store,

Chorus: This year, this year, let the day arrive when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone
alive!

Unison Prayer:  O God of Elizabeth and Mary, you visited your servants with news of the
world's redemption in the coming of the Savior.

Make our hearts leap with joy, and fill our mouths with songs of praise, that we may
announce glad tidings of peace, and welcome the Christ in our midst. Amen.

OT Reading Micah 5: 2-5a

NT Reading Hebrews 10: 5-10

*Hymn:   Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine   FWS  No. 2099

1. Joseph dearest, Joseph mine, help me cradle the child divine; God reward thee and all that's
thine in paradise, so prays the mother Mary. He came among us at Christmas time, at
Christmas time in Bethlehem; let us bring him from far and wide Love's diadem: Jesus, Jesus,
lo, He comes and loves, and saves, and frees us!

2. Gladly, dear one, lady mine, help I cradle this child of mine; God's own light on us both shall
shine in paradise, as prays the mother Mary. He came among us at Christmas time, at
Christmas time in Bethlehem; let us bring him from far and wide Love's diadem: Jesus, Jesus,
lo, He comes and loves, and saves, and frees us!

3. All shall come and bow the knee; wise and happy their souls shall be, loving such a divinity,
as all may see in Jesus, Son of Mary.  He came among us at Christmas time, at Christmas
time in Bethlehem; let us bring him from far and wide Love's diadem: Jesus, Jesus, lo, He
comes and loves, and saves, and frees us!

Gospel Reading: Luke 1: 39-45

Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!



Choral Anthem

MESSAGE: "Hidden References"

Just recently I was at a Barbershop for the 1st time in a long time. I think it's been close to a year
since I've been into a place that cuts hair, and I found myself in a conversation with one of the
Barbers. More specifically, he struck up a conversation with me.

As is always the dreaded question for me, I was asked "are you a student?"

I am not a student.

Those days are done.

I always worry about how my answer will come across, but somehow I end up saying "well, I am
actually a pastor."

I figure it's best not to beat around the bush. The scissors stopped for a second. I reaffirmed the
statement and said which churches.

This blossomed into an excellent conversation about what we were noticing in our churches. Which
always goes into the decline of churches in the local community, around United States. We are at a
new low for "people identifying as Christians" in the United States. 85%in 1990. 65% in 2021.

This may not be an accurate representation of spiritual people. But this percentage is reflected in
churches.

It's pacifying to commiserate about things that disappoint us. Even with someone you've only met
once.

As we continued to talk, we talked about knowing Bible verses from memory. When I was in
seminary, I had friends who told stories of being in competitions with other churches on memorizing
Bible verses. That was just not part of my upbringing, and I'm afraid I don't have very many Bible
verses committed to memory.

To me, I often think of that as a fairly recent expectation. Don't just read your bible, memorize your
bible.

I don't ascribe to the belief that knowing verses makes you a better believer. But it can be helpful
sometimes!

If you think about it, many of the people that we read about in the Old Testament, the Hebrew Bible,
really knew scriptures from memory.

Reciting pieces of scripture was an oral tradition, because not many people could write. In the
museum that I was working at in seminary, it is suggested that as time passed, writing became more
and more common. Especially for the merchant class. In the museum, we had lots of 2 inch by 2
inch pillow shaped tablets with cuneiform on them. Little triangle wedge shaped indents.

These were receipts.

But average people around the time of King David, 900 BC or so, really relied on oral tradition. As
did the many people before that.



The disciples, 900 years later, were the 1st of a certain kind of person. They were the 1st Christians,
and they grew up in a tradition that respected storytelling. But disciples had many stories written
down, or their followers wrote stories down, so it could be kept. Paul wrote letters, or had scribes
write, since he couldn't be there. There are stories, their experiences, in a more accessible format
for a wide audience.

As new as their experience of Christ was, it was also thought of as a fulfillment of scripture..

Especially in this Advent season,  We tend to read narratives that suggest divine foreshadowing.
There is the infamous Isaiah passage, Isaiah 7:14, there is this Micah passage that talks about
Bethlehem, there are many Psalms that seem to suggest the coming of a great prophet. And a
savior.

As Christians, we say that the prophet is Jesus Christ. The Son of God and the Son of Man.

But, as we are Christians here, we might miss a lot of context. We're used to the words of Jesus, as
recorded by the disciples. We’re used to some of the Psalms, but more so the letters of Paul. And
some of the other books in the New Testament. Unless we are trained by Old Testament scholars,
or Rabbis, we might not know when the Old Testament is being quoted in the New Testament.
Which happens a lot. After all, Jesus was a Jew. He was raised in the temple. He knew the
scriptures, because he was saying they were being fulfilled.

Maybe we will notice that something is off in the page formatting in our bibles, (all the sudden a
page has what looks like poetry in the middle, and then continues on with the prose format.) But
many of us are just not as familiar with that oral tradition learned by the people claimed by God
thousands of years ago.

Did you notice our Hebrews 10 passage sounded a little funny? If you were the reader, you would
have noticed that the format changed. Would've noticed a couple extra pairs of quotation marks.

You probably could have guessed that this was quoting a passage from the Old Testament. But
when hearing it aloud, you may not have been able to distinguish.

This Hebrews 10 passage is from Psalm 40: 6 through 8.

I think these are one of the passages that helps prove that God, the father of Christ, the creator, is
not just vindictive or angry. This passage from Psalms. God, even before Christ, wanted a deeper
relationship with his people. Many Psalms were written around David's time, reminding us that burnt
offerings and sin offerings are not what's pleasing to God. It's a change of heart that God seeks.

It's hard to separate Jesus from that world entirely, because Jesus is often quoting it! Also, Jesus is
fulfilling it. Sometimes we're fairly comfortable saying that Jesus comes to fulfill the law, but we're
not really always sure what law he's fulfilling.

The Hebrews passage says the sacrifices are according to the law, but this is being abolished to
establish the second law.

What we see as a new covenant.

Which is accomplished by doing the will of God, also fulfilled by Jesus.

The takeaway is: Christ foretold in scripture fulfills the law by doing God's will, and establishes a
new law for us.



It's probably a lot to take in at once.

But it's something to be thankful for, especially as "gentiles."

Not that we as Christians cannot uphold the Old Testament.

We should know our roots better.

But that we no longer need to cling to strict laws in an attempt to do God's will.

Memorizing verses will not guarantee a good relationship with God.

Even research won't fix a relationship with God. But it can deepen your understanding. And that is
helpful.

As we're in this time of waiting for the Christ child, know that this child is a fulfillment and a new
hope. We're given permission to leave behind old expectations for a new promise.

May we strive to do the will of God, through the help of Jesus Christ.

Offering and Doxology    No. 94

Pastoral Prayer:

Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;

People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;

People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;

People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;

People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Mark Webb, DS Mike Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;

People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;

People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;

People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;

People: Who put their trust in you.



The Lord's Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory
forever. Amen

*Closing Christmas Hymn:   O Little Town of Bethlehem   No. 230

1. O Little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; above thy deep and dreamless sleep the
silent stars go by.  Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; the hopes and fears of
all the years are met in thee tonight.

2. For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, while mortals sleep, the angels keep their
watch of wondering love.  O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth, and praises sing
to God the King, and peace to all on earth!

3. How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given; so God imparts to human hearts the
blessings of his heaven.  No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, where meek
souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in
us today. We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; O come to us, abide with
us, our Lord Emmanuel!

Closing Prayer: Shepherd of Israel, you gently support the one who is with child and call forth the
Lamb who dances in the womb,
Stir our hearts to recognize Christ's coming, as Elizabeth recognized his presence in Mary's radiant
obedience to your desire, and open our souls to receive the one who came to love your flock. Amen.

Postlude:  Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella         French Carol        arr. Matthew H. Corl

Announcements
● Christmas Eve 7:30, Sunday the 26th Lessons and Carols, Sunday January 2nd Hymn Sing
● The church office will be closed on Monday December 27th and Wednesday December 29th.

Birthdays
Dec. 19 Alec Sloane

Worship Participants
Greeters/Ushers:

Dec. 19: Robin Howard & Sharon Hutchinson
Dec. 24: Trish Lewis, Robin Howard, Richard Clements. Judy Haer, Norm Gardner
Dec. 26: Robin Howard, Sharon Hutchinson, Nancy Matthews

Advent Readers: The Fish Family
Scripture Reader:


