
Date: December 12, 2021

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: Noel Provencal   Leon Roques

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly prepare
ourselves for worship

Introit:

*Opening Hymn: Hail to the Lord's Anointed   No. 203

1. Hail to the Lord's Anointed, great David's greater Son! Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth
begun! He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free; to take away transgression, and rule in
equity.

2. He comes with succor speedy to those who suffer wrong; to help the poor and needy, and bid the
weak be strong; to give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, whose souls, condemned
and dying, are precious in his sight.

3. He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth; love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in his
path to birth. Before him, on the mountains, shall peace, the herald, go, and righteousness, in
fountains, from hill to valley flow.

4. To him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend; his kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without
end. The tide of time shall never his covenant remove; his name shall stand forever; that name to us
is love.

Call to Worship  Based on Isaiah 12
Pastor: Surely God is my salvation
People: I will trust and not be afraid
Pastor: The Lord is our strength:
People: God has become our salvation



Pastor: With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation,
People: And on that day you will say thanks to the Lord.

Lighting of the Advent Candles: Joy

Scripture: Isaiah 35: 8-10

Reader: We light this candle as a symbol of Christ our Joy. May the joyful promise of your presence, O God,
make us rejoice in our hope of salvation.
All: O come, O come, Emmanuel, God with us.

Advent Hymn: Star Child         Verse 3 FWS  No. 2095

Grown child, old child, memory full of years, sad child, lost child, story told in tears,

Chorus: This year, this year, let the day arrive when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive!

Unison Prayer: From The Revised Common Lectionary
O God of the exiles and the lost,
you promise restoration and wholeness through the power of Jesus Christ.
Give us faith to live joyfully, sustained by your promises
as we eagerly await the day when they will be fulfilled
for all the world to see, through the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

OT Reading Zephaniah 3: 14-20

NT Reading Philippians 4: 4-7

*Hymn: O Day of Peace That Dimly Shines   No. 729

1. O day of peace that dimly shines through all our hopes and prayers and dreams, guide
us to justice, truth, and love, delivered from our selfish schemes. May swords of hate fall
from our hands, our hearts from envy find release, till by God's grace our warring world
shall see Christ's promised reign of peace.

2. Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb, nor shall the fierce devour the small; as beasts
and cattle calmly graze, a little child shall lead them all. Then enemies shall learn to
love, all creatures find their true accord; the hope of peace shall be fulfilled, for all the
earth shall know the Lord.

Children's Message: Winnowing

Gospel Reading: Luke 3: 7-18

Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

Choral Anthem

Message: Good news in disguise

"so, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people."

Our gospel reading is a continuation of last week's gospel reading. John is addressing the crowds, wanting
them to get right with God. Because God is coming into the world. "Make straight the paths."



This week's reading is one of those passages where those not as familiar with The Bible might be kind of
nervous about God after reading this. This passage talks about fire a few times, and the need to make right
with God by living an honest life.

Think of yourself in a work meeting. If there's something bold that you want to say, how confident are you
when you start to say it? Are you able to call someone out on their behavior during the meeting? Maybe at
our best. But I doubt we'd get away with calling people snakes at that meeting.

I cannot imagine John the Baptist wanted to call these people out. But, he had a conviction by God to speak
and baptize.

After hearing his warnings, it can be hard to imagine God as a God of grace.  There is so much destruction
in the history of God's people, and again, fire was mentioned 3 times in this reading alone.

Hearing this passage, do you find yourself wondering  if this God really is a loving God?

I mean, his messenger calls the people a brood of vipers.

A nest of snakes.

I wonder if these Judean people thought: "Maybe it's best if God doesn't come into the world, because then
we can avoid the punishment, potentially."

But John acknowledges that train of thought in this Luke passage: many people are coming out to be
baptized by John, not because they love God and want to honor God, but because they want to be spared
from pain and destruction.

What do you think about that? Maybe you hear a push back, "how COULD these people love a God such as
the one I've heard about?"

But I encourage you to read some of the OT passages. Let scholars assist you with interpretation.

I can't accept God is vindictive, or cruel. Though, we're told God is a jealous God.

We're told again and again, God is a God of justice and righteousness. One who has mercy to multiple
generations, and provides for life.

There have been a number of passages in the Bible, where God is angry at groups of people who are
hurting other people. And sometimes the outcome is destruction, after prophetic warnings. Most of our
prophets are warning of God's anger if behavior doesn't change. If you remember the 1st commandment,
you can see why God is a little upset with the state of the world.

And sometimes prophets are able to successfully "talk God down" to spare cities.

There may not be a clear understanding if this is literal, or figurative. But it shows a God of compassion and
persistence.

Interestingly, the next prophet heralded by John is God's son. And there is not enough time to go into that
complex relationship. But John doesn't know the details... John is talking to people, as best he can, about
the need to love others.

He is talking on behalf of God, warning the people to get right with their own hearts, but also with those
around them.



When you want to make changes at work, do you envision who the changes will affect down the line?

Maybe not. You just know a change needs to happen, because someone, or some ones are not thriving.

I think John was probably frustrated to hear people say they love God, but their actions don't show it. I think
he was a little angry with his "brood of vipers'' statement.  But don't let that anger lessen the importance of
what he was saying.

When you hear this passage, do you think of it as good news?

Is John saying "even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees" 'good news'?

I think so.

Then why might I feel threatened when I hear this?

I think, like the people who are rushing to be baptized in this story, often it's so hard to do the things that God
has asked us to do.

Like the crowds, we ask God "what should we do?"

John replies, make sure people have food and clothing.

Like the tax collectors, we ask "what should I do?" John replies, be satisfied with your wages.

For being such simple requirements, nothing so specific as "I need a certain type of animal sacrifice in the
specific way, with this specific amount of money, after you purified yourself in the traditional way for a
number of days before this." This "just love and care for those around you" is still so hard to do.

And we don't like to think about it all the time. When we're feeling sluggish, or like we may just need a rest,
we don't want to have to think about the things we should be doing. They feel like extra pressure.

Often, we don't want to spend money. Sometimes we'll donate food, and that is the Lord's work! But
sometimes when we hear of need, we say "we've already helped them."

Yes, boundaries are important. We can't be enablers. And boundaries are something I work on quite a bit.

But often I wonder if I am doing the things that are required of me... I think that is a common fear, or guilt,
among modern Christian people.

Are we doing enough?

I think we could feel threatened by the thought of Christ coming again, because we're not sure our hearts
are made right.

But here is the hope, God is full of grace.  We've heard from John Wesley the different kinds of Grace he
saw.

In communion literature, we hear that "Christ died for us while we were yet sinners, that proves God's love
toward us."

I think if we have hearts for love, and are interested in learning about God, grace covers a multitude of sins
and fears.



We can't just rely on our status as baptized Christians; the proclamation that you are a Christian will not
save you. Our prayers, our actions, our hearts are what draw us closer to God. Baptism without a love or
appreciation for God, is just symbolism.

John says "I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham." In other words, our
heritage will not save us. But that should not leave us hopeless...

So the good news for this week is that it's not complicated to get right with God. But it is still somehow
difficult for us to do.

I encourage you to reflect on your position in this Luke story. Where and who would you be? While we
should not be afraid of the winnowing fork, we should be prepared for that day. I encourage us as Christians
gathered together to worship, to live life together, let's keep one another accountable.

Keep an eye peeled for where we can honor God and one another. Reflect and rejoice in your baptism. Your
commitment. What missions make your eyes and heart light up?

For us there is good news. And we celebrate that it is entering the world.

Offering and Doxology   No. 94

Pastoral Prayer:

Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;

People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;

People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;

People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;

People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Mark Webb, DS Mike Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;

People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers* Hear us,
Lord;

People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will exalt you,
O God our King;

People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence for
personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;

People: Who put their trust in you.



The Lord's Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen

*Closing Christmas Hymn: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice   No. 224

1. Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; give ye heed to what we say: News,
news! Jesus Christ is born today! Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. Christ is
born today, Christ is born today!

2. Good Christian friends, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; now ye hear of endless bliss: News,
news! Jesus Christ was born for this! He hath opened heaven's door, and ye are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this!

3. Good Christian friends, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; now ye need not fear the grave: News,
news! Jesus Christ was born to save! Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save, Christ was born to save!

Closing Prayer:
God of hope, you call us home from the exile of selfish oppression
to the freedom of justice, the balm of healing, and the joy of sharing.
Make us strong to join you in your holy work, as friends of strangers and victims,
companions of those whom others shun, and as the happiness of those whose hearts are broken. We make
our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Postlude:   O Thou of God the Father   Johann Sebastian Bach

Announcements
1. December 14th-16th, 7pm to 9pm: Memorial Tree ornament making.
2. December 14th-16th: Open hours for college students to grab snack bags!
3. December 18th 1:30pm: CheeryO's
4. December 24th, 7:30pm: Christmas Eve service

Birthdays
December 13: Lucas Cruickshank, Rebecca Kingsley
December 16: Sue Loope

Worship Participants
Greeters/Ushers:

Dec. 12: Greg Murray & Norm Gardner
Dec. 19: Robin Howard & Sharon Hutchinson

Readers:
Dec 12th: Sharon Hutchinson

Weekly Offering:
$3,980.00: December 5th offering
$1,700.00: need each week


