
Date: December 5, 2021

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: On Jordan's Banks the Baptist's Cry Gilbert M. Martin

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly prepare
ourselves for worship

Welcome in the Name our Lord Jesus Christ;  Who was, Who is, and Who will come

Introit:

*Opening Hymn Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                                                                        No. 196

1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our fears and sins  release us, let
us find our rest in thee. Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; dear desire of
every nation, joy of every longing heart.

2. Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious
kingdom bring. By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; by thine all sufficient merit, raise
us to thy glorious throne.

Call to Worship
Pastor: Blessed Be the God of Israel,
People: For God has redeemed the people.
Pastor: God raised up a mighty saviour for us,
People: From the House of His servant David.
Pastor: God remembered the covenant with our ancestors,
People: And has shown us mercy.
Pastor: By the tender mercy of our God,
People: The dawn from on high will give light to those who sit in darkness,
and guide our feet into the way of peace.



Lighting of the Advent Candles:

Scripture: Mark 1:4
Reflection: In a time before baptism in the name of Christ, John came preaching baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. Purity of the body to symbolize purity of heart. John’s faith led him to speak the true
words of a coming prophet, heralded by prophets as a gift to God’s people, to bring light into the world.

Reader: We light this candle as a symbol of Christ the Way. May the word sent from God through the
prophets lead us in the way of salvation.

All: O come, O come, Emmanuel, God with us.

Advent Hymn: Star Child         Verse 2 FWS  No. 2095

Street child, beat child, no place left to go, hurt child, used child, no one wants to know,

Chorus: This year, this year, let the day arrive when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive!

Unison Prayer: God of timeless grace, you fill us with joyful expectation.
Make us ready for the message that prepares the way, that with uprightness of heart and holy joy we
may eagerly await the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ,who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
now and forever. Amen.

OT Reading Malachi 3: 1-4

NT Reading Philippians 1: 3-11

Children’s Message: Make Straight the Path!

*Hymn: Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence No. 626

1. Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; ponder nothing earthly-minded,
for with blessing in his hand, Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand.

2. King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood, Lord of lords, in human vesture, in the
body and the blood; he will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food.

3. Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, as the Light of light descendeth
from the realms of endless day, that the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away.

4. At his feet the six-winged seraph, cherubim, with sleepless eye, veil their faces to the presence, as
with ceaseless voice they cry: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord Most High!

Gospel Reading:  Luke 3: 1-6

Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

Choral Anthem

Message: Salesperson or messenger?

Friends, when was the last time you've believed in something so strongly that you went out into the world to
speak about it?



I can say confidently that is not something I do often, though sometimes I will write good reviews for
products that pleased me.

I think these days, if we're going to proclaim good news, it is usually about something we've purchased, or
are trying to sell.

Rarely is our good news just to go out and share good news. There are exceptions! Hey friends, look at this
really pretty sunset I saw tonight! But often,enthusiasm is best driven by something that has been
purchased, or is coming in the mail, or is trying to be sold.

I think in some ways, person to person enthusiasm has changed. I've heard traveling sales people were
more common years ago.

Sometimes I watch old movies on Saturday nights with my dad, and I'm always surprised by the amount of
forties and fifties films with people going to front doors to share news about something.

I remember once, now it must have been about 15 years ago, when my mom got a telemarketing call. But
not an ordinary one. It was a man trying to sell vacuum cleaners, and he asked if he could bring over some
of the wares to show us. I remember my dad not being very excited, but he didn't have much to say about it.
My mom ended up inviting the vacuum cleaner salesman over to the house, which was an entirely new
experience for me. I'd rarely seen someone in person sharing enthusiasm and news with a goal in mind!

Sure, the commercials on TV did a lot of trying to convince people to purchase items, but it was not the
same as having someone talk to you about something in person.

We didn't buy the vacuum, and remember watching the man leave the house. He still had a smile on his
face, but it was not as wide as when he was talking. He even wore it driving away.

I think perhaps he was just pleased to have been at home.

Do you think the sales person really believed in what he was selling? That's always the question. Sales
people are notorious for being a little manipulative, and exaggerating the good qualities of what they're
selling.

If you watch Western movies, you're familiar with the trope of the person who is always trying to sell some
form of medicine that doesn't work. The question is, do they really believe that what they are selling works?

Car salesmen sometimes get a bad rap, but then when you hear about someone who says they bought a
car from a dealer, we somehow tend to congratulate them, rather than scrutinize which salesperson they
bought from.

Sometimes, the item that is being purchased, or the item that's being hyped up IS really worth the hype. The
best sales are driven by the object itself, not the seller.

I think there's a pun in there.

I have friends who fall into Pyramid schemes online.  You get a message from an old friend that you don't
know that well, and it's them attempting to get you to buy something. It always breaks my heart, just a little
bit.

These friends tend to rely on personality and games to be able to sell the items, which sometimes tells me
that the items are probably not going to sell as well without the seller's effort.



I don't know if they really believe in what they are selling, if they have to convince themselves to believe in
the product, or if they really just need the money.

But why am I talking about this?

If you've noticed, the scripture passages we heard have to do with messengers.

People who share a message about something they've heard or something that's been told to them.

In fact, most of our holy book is about messengers. I'm having a hard time thinking of parts of The Bible that
are not about messengers.

Our Bible is about God speaking to people, through the medium of other people.

We're lucky to have a book that has recorded this, so God can speak through this book, (which is still other
people sharing God through their recorded experiences.)

Do you ever just sit in wonder of the prophets? Especially in the Hebrew Bible, what we call the Old
Testament. Prophets like Malachi. I think most often of Amos, a farmer called to be a messenger of God to a
different land.

Did these messengers really comprehend and believe what they were saying?

I think they must have believed, to be able to go and do those brave things. They really must have believed
that God told them to go share a message. And we believe that God told them to share the message!

And these people didn't have a product to hide behind: God did not send them with an attache case. A
blender. A box of knives or a vacuum cleaner.

God sent these people with his word.

So I'll ask again, when's the last time you believed something so strongly that you went out into the world to
proclaim it?

In our faith, I don't think we have to wander around knocking on doors, telling people to look to Christ. We
don't have the same messages in the same ways as the prophets did.. However, we should be willing to
share our faith stories. If you aren't already, how can you be excited to share your faith story?

How are you ready to share why faith in God makes your life 'different'?

If someone asks us to share about our faith, I think we should be excited about sharing. Maybe even to the
point of making them a little uncomfortable, because of just how ready we are to tell him about what life
means to us. What "love one another", what loving the creator and the creation mean to us. Perhaps some
days that will be easier than others. And that's okay.

So when we read that John the Baptist went out proclaiming, we know he was a little different. We know that
what he proclaimed in the Luke passage was something that was already written years ago in Isaiah, by
prophets.

Sometimes we are called to prophesy. More often we are called to be messengers. And sometimes, those
messages are already given to us: we just need to relay them to a new generation.

As you think about this, be reminded: I am not the light of the world. You are not, either. God is the light of
the world. We are reflectors of light. Someone's faith won't rest solely on us.



Sometimes we’re sent out to share a message that we aren't quite sure how to share. John just went out
and proclaimed repentance without a seminary education. But unlike goods we may be trying to sell, we
know God's messages to be true.

Again, it may not be in the form of door to door evangelism. Especially not in these times. But it should be on
our hearts and minds.

But know that our hope is coming, we're just in a time of waiting. Let us proclaim the good news. "Prepare
the way of the Lord!"

Offering and Doxology                                                                                                                           No. 94

Holy Communion No. 12

Pastoral Prayer:

Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;

People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;

People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;

People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;

People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Webb, DS Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;

People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers* Hear us,
Lord;

People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will exalt you,
O God our King;

People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence for
personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;

People: Who put their trust in you.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen



Closing Hymn: In the Bleak Midwinter                                                                                              No. 221

1. In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; snow had
fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter, long ago.

2. Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; heaven and earth shall flee away when he
comes to reign. In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.

3. Angels and archangels may have gathered there, cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; but his
mother only, in her maiden bliss, worshiped the beloved with a kiss.

4. What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; if I were a Wise Man, I
would do my part; yet what I can I give him: give my heart.

Closing Prayer:
Out of the embrace of mercy and righteousness,
you have brought forth joy and dignity for your people,
O Holy One of Israel.
Remember now your ancient promise:
make straight the paths that lead to you,
and smooth the rough ways,
that in our day
we might bring forth your compassion
for all humanity. Amen.

Postlude: Noel   (with Variations) Gordon Young

Announcements
1. December 5th: Virus Task Force meeting after church today. We need to review and discuss guidelines.
2. December 9th, 3pm: Church Council Meeting, carpeted room downstairs.
3. December 14th-16th, 7pm to 9pm: Memorial Tree ornament making.
4. December 14th-16th: Open hours for college students to grab snack bags!
5. December 24th, 7:30pm Potsdam UMC Christmas Eve service.

Birthdays
December 2: Tom Wiggins
December 3: Jamie Cruickshank, Marie Richards
December 4: Ben McKinley
December 6: Kara McKinley
December 7: Ann Ortmeyer
December 9: Bette Baker, Naveah DeShane
December 11: Carrie Anne Potter

Worship Participants
Greeters/Ushers:

Dec. 5: Marie Richards and Tom Ortmeyer
Dec.12: Greg Murray and Norm Gardner

Reader: Trish Lewis
Advent Candles: Carrie Livernois

Weekly Offering:
$2,700.50: November 28th, offering
$1,700.00: need each week


