
Date: November 28th, 2021  First Sunday in Advent

Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns, Announcements

Prelude: O Come. O Come, Emmanuel        arr. Burton Bumgarner

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship

Introit:

*Opening Hymn: People, Look East UMH No. 202

1. People look east the time is near Of the crowning of the year Make your house fair as you are
able Trim the hearth and set the table People look east and sing today Love The guest Is on
the way

2. Furrows be glad Though earth is bare One more seed is planted there Give up your strength
The seed to nourish That in course the flower may flourish People look east and sing today
Love The rose Is on the way

3. Stars keep the watch when night is dim One more light the bowl shall brim Shining beyond
the frosty weather Bright as the sun and moon together People look east and sing today Love
The star Is on the way

4. Angels announce with shouts of mirth Him who brings new life to earth. Set every peak and
valley Humming with the word The Lord is coming People look east and sing today Love The
Lord Is on the way

Call to Worship

Christ came to bring us salvation
And has promised to come again. Come Lord Jesus.
May Advent open our hearts to love



That the light of Christ may reach the shadow of sin
May this wreath remind us to prepare for Christ
And the Christmas season fill us with peace and joy
as we strive to follow Christ. Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Candles: Hope
Scripture: Isaiah 60: 2-3
Reader: We light this candle as a symbol of Christ our Hope.
May the light sent from God shine in the darkness to show the way to salvation.
All: O come, O come, Emmanuel.

Advent Hymn: Star Child FWS  No. 2095

1. Star-Child, earth-Child, go-between of God, love Child, Christ Child, heaven's lightning rod.

Chorus: This year, this year, let the day arrive when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone
alive!

Unison Prayer:  God of justice and peace, from the heavens you rain down mercy and
kindness, that all on earth may stand in awe and wonder before your marvelous deeds.
Raise our heads in expectation, that we may yearn for the coming day of the Lord and stand
without blame before your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

OT Reading Jeremiah 33:14-16

NT Reading 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

*Hymn: Blessed Be the God of Israel UMH No. 209

1. Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free, who visits and redeems
us, and grants us liberty. The prophets spoke of mercy, of freedom and release;
God shall fulfill the promise to bring our people peace.

2. Now from the house of David a child of grace is given; a Savior comes among us
to raise us up to heaven. Before him goes the herald, forerunner in the way, the
prophet of salvation, the harbinger of day.

3. On prisoners of darkness the sun begins to rise, the dawning of forgiveness upon
the sinner's eyes, to guide the feet of pilgrims along the paths of peace; O bless
our God and Savior with songs that never cease!

Gospel Reading: Luke 21:25-36

Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

Choral Anthem



Message: Apocalyptic Advent?

We're now entering the advent season again, joyfully, in person. I've been busy putting together
advent bulletins, and Christmas bulletins, and making plans for what our Christmas eve services will
look like. All 3 of them.

As I am preparing for the advent season, it is really hard for me to place my finger on the thing that
makes advent “advent”. Is it the songs? Or the candle wreath? Is it my organist reminding me that
advent is around the corner?

Also, what makes Christmas Christmas?

Some of us find it's family, or the joy that kids bring when unwrapping presents. Maybe it's the
reminders in the stores, and the cards in the mail.

The most obvious answer is Christ. And for advent, the anticipation of the christ child is what makes
the season. But now, we are in a time where we are no longer waiting for the Christ child in the
same way the people did 2000 years ago.

We do advent every year.

We know exactly when the child will be born (or when we'll celebrate it), we know exactly who the
child is, and we know how to celebrate. We have our traditions, we have new pieces to our services.

Lucky for us, we have a couple different advent narratives to pick from. With 4 Gospels comes 4
different introductions to Christ.

This year, we are being introduced to Jesus through the gospel of Luke. Nothing says advent like
people fainting from fear and roaring seas. *grimace*

I was sort of hoping that we wouldn't get this advent selection this year, since this one is a bit more
somber than some of the others. But, this is the year anyway. Christmas Eve will always be able to
share the end of the advent story and the birth story in a happy way!

For now, our readings are less happy and more serious.

The birth narrative in general is pretty serious. From looking at Mary's story, to looking at the political
story, to looking at this Luke narrative with John the Baptist, Jesus's entrance into the world is not
uneventful.

The gospel reading this week seemingly doesn't have much to do with advent. In fact, this is
another one of those apocalyptic readings, which is more in line with what we read last week than
what we will be encountering in the coming weeks.

But in an odd way, this reading has a lot to do with the feeling of advent. We are made aware that
the days are surely coming when God will fulfill the promise made to the house of Israel and Judah.
That was from our Jeremiah reading.

The people were already awaiting a day when God will come and execute Justice and
righteousness in the land.



And so this Luke reading has a lot to do with waiting for God to draw near. As it is said, their
redemption is drawing near.

I think back to the Jeremiah passage when reading this Luke passage, and wonder what the people
were expecting when they heard that a baby boy was being born into the world. And this boy was to
be a great prophet.

Were people expecting something more apocalyptic, like the Day of the Lord, or something more
like king David?

We know the rest of the Jesus story, so it's hard for us to perhaps imagine what the people would
have thought as Jesus entered the world and was raised.

But in a different kind of advent season, we are still awaiting Christ's arrival. We, here and now, are
waiting in the sense that Luke 21 reveals to us. We are waiting for the son of man coming on a
cloud with power and glory.

It is hard to know what to do while waiting. We're not given specific days or times to await Christ's
return.

This is like waiting for an Amazon package that says it's out for delivery, but it's been out for delivery
for 3 days.

When will it arrive?

We're told there will be signs in the sun, the moon and the stars and the Earth. But we've seen a lot
in the sun and the moon and the stars in the Earth, and we are still waiting.

Maybe you've heard advice from parents or grandparents, saying that waiting is the most exciting
part of a gift.

In some way this is being said in the Luke reading, telling us to pray that we may have the strength
to escape the things that will take place.

That doesn't give me confidence to want to sing O day of God draw nigh again.

Perhaps we're being told that we're lucky that we aren't part of those times. That we know of. Take
your time, Amazon package. No rush.

Tuesday morning, as I was reading the news from our nation, and felt my heart breaking, I reminded
myself these are the birth pangs of creation that we discussed a few weeks ago.

Some days, earth will be delivered into it's TRUE form.

Much like Israel and Judah had to go through many hardships, we too will have to go through many
hardships before we are able to be reunited with our creator.

This time we're in, the waiting time is filled with things we don't always want to wait for, things that
we are not prepared for.

But what's especially beautiful about advent is that we're not waiting without a goal in mind.



We know in four Sundays, Christ will be born again.

What's hopeful about apocalyptic literature is it's telling OF an ending. Our waiting is geared toward
something: It's geared towards the return of God, once and for all.

The hardest thing to do is to have faith that the redemptive arc promised to us in the bible will
happen. But there are glimpses in that apocalyptic literature.

Christ's coming opened the gate for all to be able to enter, if they have hearts of love.

This season, we celebrate the coming of the one who leads and models what we should be. While
this year opens with a passage about 'the end', we know the end has been won, and we are
thankful for the sacrifice Christ has made for us.

May we not be idle in this time of anticipation, now especially that we have the guidance of Jesus.

Hold onto your hope, as the many who have gone before us have.

Offering and Doxology                                                                                                    UMH No. 94

Pastoral Prayer:

Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;

People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;

People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;

People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;

People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Mark Webb, DS Mike Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;

People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;

People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;

People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;

People: Who put their trust in you.



The Lord's Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory
forever. Amen

*Closing Christmas Hymn: When Christmas Morn is Dawning                              UMH No. 232

1. When Christmas morn is dawning, I wish that I could be there by the manger-cradle, God's
Son, newborn, to see. There by the manger-cradle, God's Son, newborn, to see.

2. How kind of you, our Savior, for us to come to earth. O may we not by sinning, despise your
lowly birth. O may we not by sinning, despise your lowly birth.

3. We need you, O Lord Jesus, to be our dearest friend. Your love will guard and guide us and
keep us to life's end. Your love will guard and guide us and keep us to life's end.

Closing Prayer:  Eternal God, in your providence you made all ages a preparation for the kingdom of
your Son. Make ready our hearts for the brightness of your glory and the fullness of your blessing in
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Postlude: Wie schon leuchtet der Morgenstern arr. Victor Klauss

Announcements
Dec. 4, 9 AM - 1 PM: West Stockholm UMC Annual Holiday Bazaar, as a COVID precaution, masks
will be required for everyone.

Birthdays

Worship Participants
Greeters/Ushers:

Nov. 28: Tim Virgil and Janet & Larry Howe
Dec. 5: Marie Richards and Tom Ortmeyer

Readers:

Weekly Offering:
$   980.00: November 21st offering
$1,700.00: need each week

Church office hours: Monday and Wednesday 9am - 11pm
Pastor Taylor’s Office Hours: Tuesdays 3-5pm, Thursdays 10am-2pm.

email: info@potsdamumc.org ⧫ Website: www.potsdamumc.org
Pastor Taylor: pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org
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