Ferdinand Pauwels

Date: 10-31-2021 Reformation Sunday (and Happy Halloween!)
Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns
Prelude: For All the Saints. Ralph Vaughan Williams arr. Lani Smith
Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly
prepare ourselves for worship
*Opening Hymn They’ll Know We are Christians by our Love.
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1. We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord, we are one in the Spirit, we are one in the
Lord, and we pray that all unity may one day be restored:
[Refrain] And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love; yes, they’ll know we are
Christians by our love.
2. We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand, we will walk with each other, we will
walk hand in hand, and together we’ll Spread the news that God is in our land:
[Refrain
3. We will work with each other, we will work side by side, we will work with each other, we will
work side by side, and we’ll guard human dignity and save human pride:
[Refrain
4. All praise to the Father, from whom all things come, and all praise to Christ Jesus, God’s only
Son, and all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one:
[Refrain

Call to Worship

Based on Psalm 146

Pastor: Praise the Lord!
People: I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
Pastor: I will sing praises my whole life long.
People: Do not put your trust in princes
Pastor: or in those whom there is no help.
People: The Lord opens the eyes of the blind,
Pastor: and ends the ways of the wicked.
People: The Lord reigns forever!
Unison Prayer: Providing God, you journeyed with Ruth and comforted Hannah when their
lives were burdened by grief. Grant us faith to believe you will provide a future where we see
none, that bitterness may turn to joy and barrenness may bear life. Amen.
OT Reading

Ruth 1: 1-18

NT Reading

Hebrews 9: 11-14

*Hymn: The Gift of Love
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1. Though I may speak with bravest fire, and have the gift to all inspire, and have not love, my
words are vain, as sounding brass, and hopeless gain.
2. Though I may give all I possess, and striving so my love profess, but not be given by love
within, the profit soon turns strangely thin.
3. Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, our spirits long to be made whole. Let inward love
guide every deed; by this we worship, and are freed.
Gospel Reading: Mark 12: 28-34
Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!
Choral Anthem
Message: Trick questions
Have you ever been set up for a trick question?
This is itself a funny question, because just recently I was talking with some of you about stories
involving trick questions. Don't worry, I won't share your stories from the pulpit, but know that you're
included in the sermon. In a good way.
I remember Christmas of 2019, while I was in seminary, I was invited to a Christmas party. Now for
as much as I love people, I tend to be pretty shy about parties. You can convince me to go, and I
might even eat something, but I do get fairly nervous to have all the different social interactions with
all the different people that may or may not get along.

But this time, I convinced myself to go. And this was a special party, because this was set up by the
family to be a movie party. The entire day was blocked out with movies, and different people coming
in bringing snacks. I ended up arriving for a Grinch movie, which was live action. It was not my
favorite.
And, before I left, “It's A Wonderful Life" was chosen to be the next movie. I never finished that film,
so if you think I should see it, let me know.
The family was talking about how they didn't include the movie "Elf" that year, and a few of us
looked surprised. In my household, we watched Elf every year around Christmas time, and we all
giggled. The host family said they didn't really like the movie Elf, but they are curious because some
people seem to really like it.
The husband in this family was an extrovert and a go-getter. So he asked us a couple of questions,
and did a poll with the group.
He said "raise your hand if you REALLY like Elf." A number of us raised our hands, hesitantly. We
LIKED the movie, but did we REALLY like Elf?
Since there were only 2 options, we went for it.
People stared at us and shook their heads.
Then he said "raise your hand if you don't really like the movie." More people raise their hands.
Then-- he threw in a 3rd option. He said "raise your hand if you’re like 'ehhh'. It's okay."
All of us who answered "we REALLY liked" the film erupted into a roar of "if we would have known
you had 3 options we would have taken the 3rd option." "You tricked us!"
Some of us don't like ambiguity. We really wanted a black-and-white poll, no trick questions, and no
trick answers. "If you're gonna ask hard questions, ask them straightforwardly."
This Mark 12 passage has a trick question. There was Jesus, stirring up the countryside, and
causing potential problems down the road in Rome. He was saying radical things like a prophet
would, but he was also denouncing some of the Pharisee's authority. He was doing miracles that the
Pharisees probably hadn't done themselves, and perhaps they were a little nervous of how much
attention and admiration Jesus was getting. Blasphemy is seen as a punishable sin.
If they can trap him in blasphemy, they can stop him from disrupting the perceived peace.
To the Pharisee's credit, perhaps this perceived peace was actually somewhat peaceful after the
hundreds of years of being under foreign rule that the Jews went through even before Roman rule.
"At least we have Herod?"
Perhaps they wanted to keep things status quo so it wouldn't go back to being like it was before,
even if the status quo wasn't healthy.
Jesus is wise in answering the trick questions, and avoided being tried by the court for so long.

Eventually, we know Jesus was arrested and tried for supposed blasphemy.
Before our segment for today, Pharisees, Herodians, Sadducees, and now the Scribes came to
Jesus to ask him trick questions.
This is a really important segment of the narrative, because it shows how religion can sometimes
get faith wrong.
It's not always necessarily like religion means to, it's not always that we're knowingly and willingly
corrupt. Sometimes it's just falling into being stagnant. Sometimes it's because we're doing the
same things we've always done, and perhaps we are missing the change that God is bringing.
Sometimes it's not thinking and being convinced of harmful truths.
It is interesting to me that the scribe seems to understand faith. And answers back to Jesus "you are
right, this trick question that you answered with two answers is much more important than all burnt
offerings and sacrifices."
The previous verses do not have the Pharisees or Sadducees answering Jesus back.
I think it truly shows Jesus's divinity that he's able to answer these trick questions, wisely and
calmly. He doesn't name-call or taunt the people who ask him questions. He doesn't say, "no fair,
you're asking a trick question and trying to trap me." He just simply answers.
The answer for today had 2 parts, which I'm not sure I ever would have thought of answering a
question in 2 parts. "Which commandment is the 1st of all?" "The Lord is one and love the Lord with
all your heart, soul, mind and strength." "And the 2nd is like it, you shall love your neighbor as
yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these."
That's two answers, Jesus.
I think this shows that sometimes we have to bend the rules a little to be able to answer truly. Not all
straightforward questions are really straightforward, and some will have hidden meanings... I think
the world will try to trap us with straightforward questions, and get us to admit to things that we
might not believe.
I don't ADORE the movie Elf. I only like it.
Acting out of faith can sometimes mean we are not doing things the way they've always been done,
and sometimes we are bound to ruffle feathers. Even something that is considered good, done in
the wrong way, can work against us.
Even sacrifices like the sacrifice that Hebrews is talking about, the sacrifice of Jesus himself as
atonement for us, can be good. And sacrifices for a person's sin, like was expected in ancient Israel,
can be considered bad if not done for the right reasons.
Martin Luther broke away from the Catholic Church, not because he disagreed with faith, but
because the "sacrifices" (of money) given by the poor for "offering before God" (indulgences) was
trapping believers into bad faith.

Luther answered a trick question with an unexpected answer. A nail and some complaints on a door.
Or so the story goes.
And we still benefit from that answer today.
I think we need to be somewhat comfortable with ambiguity. Before answering out of reactionary
impulses, think about what could really be being said.
Answering faithfully may mean that we are not answering some yes or no questions with yes or no
answers. And perhaps that is OK. But always reflect on why you answered the way you answered.
Perhaps our actions will cause others to call us blasphemous, or pot-stirrers. But that doesn't mean
it's wrong.
Faith can take you to places you never thought you would want to go.
While it's not likely to be as extreme as a cross these days, it might be unpleasant in some seasons.
Lean on God and one another for support. Lean on our biblical examples.
May we be like that scribe, able to recognize a good answer to a trick question, and able to perceive
and affirm God's truth in each other.
Offering and Doxology
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Pastoral Prayer:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Mark Webb, DS Mike Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers*
Hear us, Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will
exalt you, O God our King;

People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence
for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.
The Lord's Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory
forever. Amen
*Closing Hymn: Be Still, My Soul
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1. Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side. Bear patiently the cross of grief or
pain; leave to your God to order and provide; in every change God faithful will
remain. Be still, my soul: your best, your heavenly friend through thorny ways
leads to a joyful end.
2. Be still, my soul: your God will undertake to guide the future, as in ages past.
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; all now mysterious shall be bright
at last. Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know the Christ who ruled
them while he dwelt below.
3. Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on when we shall be forever with the Lord,
when disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys
restored. Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past, all safe and blessed
we shall meet at last.
Announcements:
1. Please consider performing in our talent show on November 14th!
Benediction: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with us all, now and evermore. Amen.
Postlude: Postlude on Darwall’s 148th. Charles Callahan
Birthdays
Kathy Demo, November 2
Emily Sloan, November 4
Upcoming Meetings/Studies
Tuesday November 2, 5:30pm – Bible Study – Ecclesiastes – Google Meet
Thursday November 4, 9:30am – Retired Teachers Meeting – Carpeted and Tile Rooms
Weekly Offering:
$678.00: offering October 24
$1,700.00: need each week

