Date: 10-17-2021 Laity Sunday
Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns
Prelude: Prelude on "Evan"

Gordon Young

Lighting of the Candles: Please enjoy a moment of silence and inner reflection as we quietly prepare
ourselves for worship
*Opening Hymn: Make Me a Captive, Lord

UMH No. 421

1. Make me a captive, Lord, and then I shall be free. Force me to render up my sword, and I shall
conqueror be. I sink in life's alarms when by myself I stand; imprison me within thine arms, and
strong shall be my hand.
2. My heart is weak and poor until it master find; it has no spring of action sure, it varies with the wind. It
cannot freely move till thou hast wrought its chain; enslave it with thy matchless love, and deathless it
shall reign.
3. My power is faint and low till I have learned to serve; it lacks the needed fire to glow, it lacks the
breeze to nerve. It cannot drive the world until itself be driven; its flag can only be unfurled when thou
shalt breathe from heaven.
4. My will is not my own till thou hast made it thine; if it would reach a monarch's throne, it must its
crown resign. It only stands unbent amid the clashing strife, when on thy bosom it has leant, and
found in thee its life.

Call to Worship
Pastor: Bless the Lord, O my soul
People: Lord, My God, you are Great.
Pastor: You are clothed in majesty,
People: You stretch out the heavens around us.
Pastor: Your actions are reflected in the earth’s nature.
People: How manifold are your works!
Pastor: In wisdom you’ve made them all.
People: Praise the Lord!
Unison Prayer: Eternal One, whose thoughts and ways are not ours, you alone are God, awesome,
holy, and most high. Teach us in the ways of faith and wisdom, that we, like Job, may learn to truly
see and hear, and in humility find blessing. Amen.
OT Reading Job 38: 1-7, (34-41)
NT Reading Hebrews 5: 1-10
*Hymn: The Summons

FWS No. 2130

1. Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? Will you go where you don't know and never be
the same? Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known. Will you let my live be
grown in you and you in me?
2. Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? Will you care for cruel and kind and never be
the same? Will you rest the hostile stare, should your life attract or scare? Will you let me answer
prayer in you and you in me?
3. Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? Will you set the prisoners free and never be the
same? Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, and admit to what I mean in you
and you in me?
4. Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name? Will you quell the fear inside and never be the
same? Will you use the faith you've found, to reshape the world around, through my sight and touch
and sound in you and you in me?
5. Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. Let me turn and follow you and never
be the same. In your company I'll go, where your love and footsteps show. Thus I'll move and live
and grow in you and you in me
Gospel Reading: Mark 10: 35-45
Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!
Choral Anthem: Lord, We Come to Ask Your Blessing
Message: “Are you able?”
I have a story for you. I think some of you have probably heard this story before, but I think it is appropriate
to tell it in this setting in relation to the passages today, especially our Mark passage.

A number of years ago, while I was still in high school, I ended up agreeing to go to a church camp.
Being Methodist, I know that our history has much involvement with church camps, and we often had really
active and healthy camps when we were not in a pandemic. Camp ministry is something that many pastors
recommend being around and involved with at least at some point in our ministry.
Camp was a new experience for me at the age of 14 or 15, because it meant that I was away from home for
multiple nights, and had to deal with the horror of public showers.
I had to deal with other people my age, mostly unfamiliar and in a more open setting. I had to adjust to camp
food for a week, and make peace with conflict. I think, reflecting back, I was most scared of sleeping where
other people could see me sleeping. Perhaps they would doodle on my face without me knowing. Needless
to say, there was no face doodling for me.
I don't know what kind of camp I went to, but I suspect it was something evangelical. On some level, I was
glad for the experience, but I never did go back.
Adjusting to life there, I remember my friend (who invited me) telling me that there was an informal time
every night where each camper could go outside the cabin and speak to the camp leaders. Two or three
chairs were intentionally set up for this. The conversations were meant to be about faith.
However, I remember being too shy to do this. Since I did not talk to these leaders, I missed out on hearing
the theological understanding that this denomination had.
The friend who invited me ended up telling me about how someone is to be "saved by Christ."
At the time when I was going to this camp, I was already a Christian and had been one for many years. I
was beginning to lay speak, and find my place in public speaking.
I had some understanding about how Christ works in the lives of other people, but was curious what she
meant. Through my friend's testimony, I found out about something called an ABC's of faith. I had never
heard about this before, and was deeply unsure what it meant.
As my friend began to tell me about how she understood a person to be saved, she emotionally asked that I
would pray the ABC prayer to Christ. This prayer was what saved a person.
We were quite young at the time, so we were pretty misguided. But what I heard from this conversation was
that unless I said this prayer, I would not be going to heaven.
I was skeptical. I'd never heard of this in my Methodist church, and why would God lead me into pulpit
supply if I was not in relationship with God already?
That day, as we were given free time to talk with God, I found myself trying to say this prayer, and found I
was not feeling genuinely myself.
Later that day, after earnestly telling her "I recited the prayer! So I saved myself?" She looked at me, and
said, "ah no, God saved you."
I was confused at the time; processing that's what the prayer should do, to ask God to save you. But I was
not understanding how a prayer that I initiated guaranteed an action of God on my behalf. I said a prayer,
but I couldn't merely repeat a guided prayer and expect God to save me based on what I said.

And more importantly, what is "being saved" anyway? Why was it something we crave after so strongly? Is it
just about avoiding hell?
I remember thinking that this understanding felt bad. At a gathering later that evening, many of the students
were encouraged to share their salvation stories. My friend hopefully looked at me. But I could not bring
myself to speak authentically.
Now, over 10 years later, I think camp has a unique way of distancing people from their usual
circumstances, causing people to be more open to the idea and presence of God.
Perhaps it has something to do with nature, perhaps there's something to do with the distinct fellowship,
perhaps it has something to do with that quiet time, and the expectation that you will speak to people who
can help counsel you.
But I think there is something to my teenage confusion, especially the distinction between "God saving me"
and "me saving myself."
As we know, it doesn't always work when we ask God for something. "pray hard enough, that we will get the
things we ask for." While there are biblical passages that back this notion up, it is said that we have to pray
boldly in right faith, matching faithful talk with deeds before we are granted what we ask for.
But, luckily, we are seemingly given what we need, even if it's not what we asked for or expected.
The Mark passages are about Jesus responding to misaligned desires. Last week in the Mark reading, we
were dealing with people who want to guarantee an afterlife for themselves, so they wouldn't have to deal
with what they were afraid of.
The rich man wants eternal life, so he can avoid hell. This week, James and John want some form of high
status: they're asking to sit at the right and left hand of God.
Christ talked to the disciples about people trying to save themselves. He said it was impossible for people to
save themselves, but for God anything is possible. If we try to save ourselves, we are trying in vain. If we try
to develop a relationship with our creator, we are aiming more towards the right goal.
Arguably, James and John are looking for a relationship with the creator in this week's passage. But they
care a bit too much about their status, which will not matter in an afterlife. Jesus says the status is not for
himself to decide.
Christ corrects them by saying, "you know that gentiles recognize the rulers that lord over them, and the
rulers know that tyrants rule over them! So if you want to become great, you can't look to these examples.
We have a different way of being "first"."
Jesus warns them about this by saying "are you able to do the things that will be set before me?"
But it is suggested that the disciples, despite being warned that Christ would have to suffer what is set
before him, were not aware of this foreshadowing of their own trials. That's where we read and hear an
almost ironic "we're able"-- agreeing to something they don't fully understand the terms to yet.
I don't think many of us here are quite as ambitious as the disciples were in trying to set a better position for
themselves in the afterlife.
But I think this is a good reminder that we are ultimately reliant on the creator. We rely on God for our
meaning, for our guidance. We cannot order God around, God is far greater than all of us, as is described in

Job. God did not create all this merely for us. God created to create. (Which doesn't mean God doesn't
delight in us. It just means we aren't the center of the universe.)
I don't think that Christ particularly wanted his disciples to suffer. But he knew that it would be a part of their
ministry in the world as the result of sin.
I also don't think God wanted Job to suffer, but God wanted Job to know that there is so much more to the
world than just human beings, especially the passage for today.
And in some ways, I think that should be comforting for us as we deal with these hardships in the time we're
in now. We can't focus on our status, we can't focus on what we're gaining: we're figuring out what to do with
our time under the sun. Consistently guided to be engaged in the messages of Christ.
There is no saving ourselves. We are not God, and must not think of ourselves as such.
But we are not without hope, and certainly not without a promise. This is my body broken for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.
As our namesake said, "For God, all things are possible."
Offering and Doxology
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Pastoral Prayer:
Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Mark Webb, DS Mike Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;
People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal prayers* Hear us,
Lord;
People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We will exalt you,
O God our King;
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. *silence for
personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People: Who put their trust in you.

The Lord's Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory forever. Amen
*Closing Hymn: Are Ye Able
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1. "Are ye able," said the Master, "to be crucified with me?" "Yea," the sturdy dreamers answered, "to
the death we follow thee."
Refrain: Lord, we are able. Our spirits are thine. Remold them, make us, like thee, divine. Thy
guiding radiance above us shall be a beacon to God, to love, and loyalty.
2. Are ye able to remember, when a thief lifts up his eyes, that his pardoned soul is worthy of a place in
paradise?
Refrain: Lord, we are able. Our spirits are thine. Remold them, make us, like thee, divine. Thy
guiding radiance above us shall be a beacon to God, to love, and loyalty.
3. Are ye able when the shadows close around you with the sod, to believe that spirit triumphs, to
commend your soul to God?
Refrain: Lord, we are able. Our spirits are thine. Remold them, make us, like thee, divine. Thy
guiding radiance above us shall be a beacon to God, to love, and loyalty.
4. Are ye able? Still the Master whispers down eternity, and heroic spirits answer, now as then in
Galilee.
Refrain: Lord, we are able. Our spirits are thine. Remold them, make us, like thee, divine. Thy
guiding radiance above us shall be a beacon to God, to love, and loyalty.
Announcements:
1. The envelopes in the bulletins are for an offering to be used toward providing treats to the CPH OB
unit. We need between $50 and $100 for this mission. Any extra money will go towards snacks for
college students during finals.
2. Helping Hands collection for Thanksgiving goods is coming! More to be announced.
3. Celebrating our Blessings, and Sharing our Gifts Sunday is Nov. 14th!
Benediction: May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.
God’s divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of
Christ who called us to God’s own glory and excellence—2 Peter 1:2–3
Postlude: Allegro Maestoso

Georg Friderick Handel

