
Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns

Welcome in the Name our Lord Jesus Christ;  Who was, Who is, and Who will come

Date September 26th, 2021 18th Sunday after Pentecost

Prelude: I Feel the Winds of God Today     arr. Darwin Wolford

Lighting of the Candles:

*Opening Hymn: God Of Grace and God of Glory No. 577

1. God of grace and God of glory, on thy people pour thy power; crown thine ancient
church's story; bring her bud to glorious flower.  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for
the facing of this hour, (of this hour) for the facing of this hour.

2. Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn thy Christ, assail his ways!  Fears and doubts too
long have bound us; free our hearts to work and praise.  Grant us wisdom, grant us
courage, for the living of these days, (to these days) for the living of these days.

3. Cure thy children's warring madness, bend our pride to thy control; shame our wanton,
selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
lest we miss thy kingdom's goal, (kingdom's goal) lest we miss thy kingdom's goal.

4. Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore; let the search for thy salvation
be our glory evermore.  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving thee whom we
adore, (we adore) serving thee whom we adore.



Call to Worship based on Psalm 124

Pastor: If it had not been for the Lord on our side,

People: our enemies would have swallowed us up.
Pastor: If it had not been for the Lord on our side,

People: the flood would’ve swept us away.
Pastor: Blessed is the Lord who has not given us over,

People: we have escaped like a bird from a snare.
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord,

People: Who made heaven and earth.
Unison Prayer: Guide us, God, by the living words in these ancient texts, that we may
strive to see you in all people and places, and may live to love as you do. Amen.
OT Reading Ester 7: 1-6, 9-10; 9: 20-22

NT Reading James 5: 13-20

*Hymn: O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee No. 430

1. O Master, let me walk with thee in lowly paths of service free; tell me ty secret; help me
bear the strain of toil, the fret of care.

2. Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear, winning word of love; teach me the
wayward feet to stay, and guide them in the homeward way.

3. Teach me thy patience; still with thee in closer, dearer company, in work that keeps
faith sweet and strong, in trust that triumphs over wrong;

4. In hope that sends a shining ray far down the future's broadening way, in peace that
only thou canst give, with thee, O Master, let me live.

Gospel Reading:  Mark 9:38-50

Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

Choral Anthem

Message: "Where we're going"

Have you heard about people who say something rude or crudely funny and then promptly
follow it with "oh I'm going to hell for that."

I think this is a pet peeve of mine. Is it a way of expressing disappointment with oneself? Or
maybe a form of pleasure with oneself? A way to recognize that what they said was not
necessarily polite, but they wanted to say anyway?



The listener knows that the person probably is not going to hell for that joke. But kind of
understands what the person is getting at.

I wonder if this is a bad habit-- to joke about hell. Because it emphasizes that someone's
humor or someone's thoughts are "bad", but they are not willing to own their humor, or
modify the thoughts.

Any way that I interpret this behavior, it just reminds me of a bad habit. It doesn't necessarily
come from a bad place, but it is sort of sarcastic. It sort of makes light of the kind of hell that
Jesus was talking about in Mark 9.

Hell is an uncomfortable subject; it is not something that we are comfortable talking about,
and it's not something we have a lot of information about.

In general, we tend to picture a fiery place, because of Jesus talking about an unquenchable
fire.

A few months ago I finished Dante's "divine comedy" with a book club of college friends.  We
spent a lot of time in the section on hell. I preferred reading about purgatory and paradise for
obvious reasons, even if they weren't as "interesting". In some ways, they seem to be less
detailed than hell was.

Milton also has a lot to say on this matter, and sparks the imagination of his readers.

I think each person has a distinct idea of what hell would look like. But it's important that we
don't dwell on that. I think it's most important that we don't try to condemn one another.

Through the media, we've seen countless portrayals of what Satan will be like.

I think of that scene from O Brother, Where Art Thou where Ulysses and his crew are told by
a hitchhiker about what the devil looks like.

And he looked human.

In the New Testament, and in the Old Testament, Satan is known as the tempter. He's a
character that comes to Earth and has specific interactions. All ideas of an evil creature
ruling over Hell is more Greek than it is Christian, or Jewish.

I think if we fixate on hell and cultivate a fear of Hell, rather than a love of God, we live a
stunted life.

If we only joke about hell, and talk about it in a non-serious way, then it doesn't seem like
we're giving the appropriate space to such a terrible thing. I think we have to be somewhat
serious with what we say in life: this does not mean that we can't be funny people. While I
may have trouble picturing Jesus laughing, I know that a lot of my mentors and friends really
picture a laughing, joking Jesus.



I think that we are called to be serious people, but not without humor. We need to be serious
in life to be clear with what we mean. To be able to be driven to help others and not be
apathetic or wavering. After all, we sing about our hope being built on something firm, not
wavering.

I think we should be able to laugh and enjoy life: Jesus turned water into wine at a wedding.
There's something to be said for having a party and enjoying one another's company. There
is something to be said about laughing. But there is something about being reverent and
respectful.

I think that instead of joking about sins or condemning ourselves at awkward times, listen to
what James has to say here:  "Therefore confess your sins to one another and pray for one
another so that you may be healed." I've already stated in previous sermons that Martin
Luther was pro-confession.

John Wesley was also pro-confession in the sense that he nurtured small groups to share
with each other what is going on in life.

For Wesley, Methodism was all about making faith more acceptable to the general public.
Making it more understandable to the public- not to break away from the church, but to have
a group of people who make church life more 'real' and practical. Not just ceremonial and
distant.

John Wesley believed in a practical faith. It is clear that James believes that prayers and our
actions have a real impact on our lives, too.

James believed in the power of bringing back someone to the church based on true concern.
And bringing more people to Christ. We often hear that we are the hands and feet of Christ in
the world, and the church is the body working on living that out.

But speaking of hands and feet, Christ has some pretty strong words for us in the Mark
reading. Christ is calling us to accountability: we need to recognize what causes us to
stumble. We can try and cover our bases by saying "oh I'm a bad person, therefore I'm not
accountable for all the things that I do." Or "oh I know I'm gonna go to hell so I don't need to
live up to the standards that other people want me to." Try to make excuses, but Christ calls
us to accountability.

I don't think Christ was calling us to literally cut off our hands or chop off our feet. But he was
telling us how much influence we have over other people. So we need to be very self aware,
so we can be good influences. Sometimes we need to take drastic measures so we can
continue to be Christ's hands and feet in the world. At least we don't work alone-- we work
with a community of other Christians to get things right. But we have big shoes to fill. And the
church has a history of getting it wrong. I think this is why some of us are called to be feet,



some of us are called to be hands, some of us are called to be ears, some of us are called to
be noses. We work together as the body.

Luckily, the Spirit is the one who works through us. We don't have power on our own to bring
someone else to salvation, but we have the duty to help grow that seed, and to help turn that
prevenient grace into justifying grace. We ourselves don't do this, but through guidance and
help, the spirit does this.

As Wesleyans, we believe that there is sanctifying grace after justifying grace. This makes it
all the more important that we as Christians watch for what causes us to stumble and to be
aware of this. And when we have messed up, we are able to confess to one another and find
forgiveness.

So this is a sermon to help us realize how important we are in the body of Christ, and how
much responsibility we're given as sons and daughters and children of God. We should be
very careful how we talk about our faith, and how seriously we take what we say.

Grace is far more widespread than we can imagine, Christ says "whoever gives you a cup of
water to drink because you bear the name of Christ or by no means lose their reward."

And our eyes have been opened, so we are called to a higher accountability. We're also
given more responsibility, and beautiful things can be done through our hands when we work
together.

May we live the gospel of Jesus Christ be God's love to our neighbors and all places.

Offering and Doxology                                                                                                  No. 94

Pastoral Prayer:

Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;

People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;

People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;

People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;

People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Mark Webb, DS Mike Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;

People: For all who serve God in his Church.



Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal
prayers* Hear us, Lord;

People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We
will exalt you, O God our King;

People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
*silence for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;

People: Who put their trust in you.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power and the glory
forever. Amen

*Closing Hymn: Lord of All Hopefulness FWS  No. 2197

1. Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could
destroy: Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at
the break of the day.

2. Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, whose strong hands were skilled at the plane
and the lathe: Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, your strength in our hearts,
Lord, at the noon of the day.

3. Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, your hands swift to welcome, your arms to
embrace: Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, your love in our hearts, Lord,
at the eve of the day.

4. Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, whose voice is contentment, whose presence is
balm: Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, your peace in our hearts, Lord, at
the end of the day.

Announcements:

Benediction:   May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such
harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.—Romans 15:5–6

Postlude: The Lord Reigns, Alleluia!   Gerald Peterson


