
Greeting and Sharing our Joys and Concerns

Prelude: My Shepherd Will Supply My Need  S. William Flynn

Lighting of the Candles

Welcome in the Name our Lord Jesus Christ;  Who was, Who is, and Who will come

September 19th, 2021  17th Sunday after Pentecost “Ordinary time”

*Opening Hymn: Holy Spirit, Truth Divine No. 465

1. Holy Spirit, Truth divine, dawn upon this soul of mine; Word of God and inward light,
wake my spirit, clear my sight.

2. Holy Spirit, Love divine, glow within this heart of mine; kindle every high desire; perish
self in thy pure fire.

3. Holy Spirit, Power divine, fill and nerve this will of mine; grant that I may strongly live,
bravely bear, and nobly strive.

4. Holy Spirit, Right divine, King within my conscience reign; be my Lord, and I shall be
firmly bound, forever free.

Call to Worship  based on Psalm 1

Pastor: Happy are those who follow good advice
People: And delight in the law of the Lord
Pastor: They are like trees
People: By streams of water



Pastor: Growing fruit in due season
People: And prospering.
Pastor: The Lord watches over the righteous
People: And protects their ways.

Unison Prayer: Guide us, God, by the living words in these ancient texts, that we may
strive to see you in all people and places, and may live to love as you do. Amen.

OT Reading Proverbs 31: 10-31

NT Reading James 3: 13- 4: 3, 7-8a

*Hymn: They'll Know We Are Christians by Our Love FWS  No. 2223

1. We are one in the Spirit, We are one in the Lord, We are one in the Spirit, We are one
in the Lord, And we pray that all unity may one day be restored:

[Refrain] And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love. Yes, they'll know we are
Christians by our love.

2. We will walk with each other, We will walk hand in hand, We will walk with each other,
We will walk hand in hand, And together we'll spread the news that God is in our land:
[Refrain]

3. We will work with each other, We will work side by side, We will work with each other,
We will work side by side, And we'll guard each one's dignity, And save each one's
pride: [Refrain]

4. All praise to the Father, from who all things come, And all praise to Christ Jesus, His
only Son, And all praise to the Spirit Who makes us one: [Refrain]

Gospel Reading:  Mark 9: 30-37

Pastor: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

Choral Anthem

Message: Wisdom part 2

The Proverbs reading is a little awkward to me. It definitely can be seen in a more traditional
'gender roles’ kind of way, which we’ve been pushing past and changing for the last many
years.



If you are ever interested in examining gender role dynamics and changes over history,
watch films, especially mystery films from the mid to late 1940s into the 1950s.

With this coming from a different time and context, we’re more open minded with this
passage, I think.

But, who wrote it?

It is said that this passage is a Mother's advice to her son the king.  I won't go into the
exegesis of proverbs though, unless we want to do a study.

So, traditionally, we understand a mom wrote this to her boy. When giving parental advice,
sometimes we can be a little bit more blunt than if we are writing to a general audience.

"Daughter… stay away from boys." "Son, don't marry a woman who can't decide where to
eat."

But if you can, I encourage you to look past the gender role aspect, and focus on this as
good characteristics of people who assist one another through life. While this may have been
assigned to gender roles back in that time, it does not need to be so today. Sure, sometimes
men and women will have different roles in a marriage, as well as anyone (male, female, or
other) does in a marriage.

If you’ve been someone’s partner for a long time, you might recognize some of the praises in
this passage. Praise for someone who helps pick out clothing, who helps provide dinner,
someone who is generous to those who need help, someone who is able to organize a
house while the other spouse is away.  Someone who is strong, and dignified, and cheerful.
If you have children, someone who is good with children.

There is something inherently good about these things. I think humans, at their best, are
meant to be helpers. We are best when we support one another, when we empathize with
one another, and when we hold our ground on what is right.

However, I've never heard of a couple that hasn't argued. Is hard for me to speak about
couples, as I'm not yet married, but I know what it is like to have an argument with somebody
you love.

I am beginning to think that just being alive means that we're prone to arguing every once in
a while. I think being an individual person means we will have different opinions from those
around us. That's not necessarily a bad thing, as we are made to be distinct beings.

But we must be careful with our tongues, as James warns us.

Not to start  another sermon on being wise, but the Proverbs passage embodies what it is
like to be a wise person.



“she opens her mouth with wisdom and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. "

Truth and kindness. I think you're doing something right when someone who has met you
says "so-and-so was a kind person” or “they’re very honest”.

James also says from our reading today "who is wise and understanding among you? Show
by your good life that your works are done with gentleness, born of wisdom.”

Gentleness born of wisdom. Are you gentle with your spouse? Are you gentle with yourself?
Are you gentle with those around you that you disagree with? Of course there are always
examples of how this does not work: it is hard to fight a physical war when being gentle. And
oh how we long for the days of no more war

There is something to be said for living a good life because of your wisdom.

James puts a new twist on the word wisdom in this passage though, the wisdom of the world,
such as bitter envy and selfish ambition. These do not come from above, but are earthly
unspiritual wisdoms.

Along with earthy wisdom, and cleverness for selfish gain, comes conflict.

I think this sounds a little harsh.  I'm sure some conflict comes from differing opinions based
on what one thinks is correct.

But we mustn't seek out conflict for fun, or for selfish gain.

I think it is wise to ask from God things we want or need, but James makes a good point:
Are we aware of when we ask wrongly of God, in order to spend what we get "on our own
pleasures".  Have you ever been in traffic, had some car cut you off, and prayed “oh let them
get what's coming to them…”

We have to be aware of what we are praying and what our own selfish desires are.

I think that Jesus embodies a really good example in the Mark passage of what it looks like
to deal with controversy in a gentle way.

Instead of reprimanding the disciples for arguing over something trivial, such as who is the
greatest, Jesus confronts them. But he confronts them kindly, and does not press the issue.
When they are quiet, he uses a lesson in a kind way to show them what they needed to hear.
It is not about who is the greatest, it is about who welcomes those whom God loves.

While our goal is to always be like Jesus, I think we need to constantly remind ourselves of
what Jesus is like, and what the disciples are like. The disciples may have gotten things
wrong, but they are a great example for us who are prone to the same sins.

So again this week I encourage you to be wise. But I also encourage you to find ways to be
gentle. Find ways to be a helper for not only those you live with, but those around you. Be



reminded that we are not fighting one another to get into heaven, but we are sharing love on
Earth so we can thank the Creator who awaits us.  The same creator who sent Christ for us.
May we welcome those around us in genuine and peaceful ways, and be mindful not to let
our siblings be hurt by our own shortcomings or the ill desires of those around us. Draw
Near to God and God will draw near to you.

Offering and Doxology                                                                                                  No. 94

Pastoral Prayer:

Pastor: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;

People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
Pastor: For this community, the nation, and the world;

People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
Pastor: For the just and proper use of your creation;

People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
Pastor: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
Pastor: For the peace and unity of the Church of God;

People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
Pastor: For Bishop Mark Webb, DS Mike Weeden, all bishops and other ministers;

People: For all who serve God in his Church.
Pastor: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. *silence for personal
prayers* Hear us, Lord;

People: For your mercy is great.
Pastor: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. *silence for personal prayers* We
will exalt you, O God our King;

People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Pastor: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
*silence for personal prayers* Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;

People: Who put their trust in you.

The Lord's Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and power
and the glory forever. Amen



Closing Hymn: Living for Jesus                                                                    FWS  No. 2149

1. Living for Jesus a life that is true, striving to please him in all that I do, yielding
allegiance glad-hearted and free, this is the pathway of blessing for me.

[Refrain] O Jesus, Lord and Savior, I give myself to thee; for thou in thy atonement didst give
thyself for me. I own no other master, my heart shall be thy throne, my life I give, henceforth
to live, O Christ, for thee alone.

2. Living for Jesus, who died in my place, bearing on Calvary my sin and disgrace, such
love constrains me to answer his call, follow his leading, and give him my all. [Refrain]

3. Living for Jesus wherever I am, doing each duty in his holy name, willing to suffer
affliction or loss, deeming each trial a part of my cross. [Refrain]

4. Living for Jesus through earth's little while, my dearest treasure, the light of his smile,
seeking the lost ones he died to redeem, bringing the weary to find rest in him. Refrain]

Announcements:
September Missions
1.) Operation Christmas Child
2.) UMCOR US Disaster Relief Collection

Benediction: “May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of
Jesus our Lord.” 2nd Peter 2

Postlude: Postlude on "Webb"  tune by George J. Webb, arr. Jason D. Payne

Church office hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9am - 11pm
email: info@potsdamumc.org ⧫ Website: www.potsdamumc.org

Pastor Taylor: pastortaylor@potsdamumc.org
Potsdam United Methodist Church, 26 Main Street, Potsdam NY 13676, 315-265-7474
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