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Introduction 

INTERPOL—the International Criminal Police Organization—facilitates international 
cooperation among law enforcement agencies in locating and apprehending fugitives 
across borders. Central to this system are Red Notices and Diffusions, tools intended 
to alert member states about persons wanted for arrest or surveillance. 

But while these tools are meant to support justice, they’re not always used as intended. 
In recent years, authoritarian governments have increasingly exploited INTERPOL’s 
system to target political opponents, dissidents, journalists, and activists living in exile 
— using criminal charges as a smokescreen for political persecution. 

Professional lawyers play a key role in challenging the misuse of INTERPOL 
mechanisms. Their practice focuses on politically motivated prosecutions, asylum and 
immigration defense, and international human rights litigation. 

This article outlines the legal distinctions between Red Notices and Diffusions, their 
potential consequences — particularly in U.S. immigration contexts — and the strategic 
legal responses available to those targeted. 

What Is an INTERPOL Red Notice? 

A Red Notice is a formal request by a member country asking others to help locate and 
provisionally arrest someone until they can be extradited. While often described as an 
“international arrest warrant,” a Red Notice is not legally binding and does not compel 
any country to act. Nonetheless, its impact — especially in immigration and border 
control contexts — can be profound. It can disrupt a person’s life, especially when it 
comes to immigration decisions, visa approvals, or border crossings. In practice, it can 
feel like a conviction without a trial. 

Key Characteristics of a Red Notice: 

●​ Reviewed and approved by INTERPOL’s General Secretariat 
●​ Published via INTERPOL’s secure global system (I-24/7) 
●​ May be publicly listed on INTERPOL’s website 
●​ Requires an underlying national arrest warrant and a request for extradition 
●​ Must comply with INTERPOL’s Constitution, including Article 3, which prohibits 

political, military, religious, or racial matters 



 

 

What Is an INTERPOL Diffusion? 

A Diffusion is a more informal type of alert — sent directly from one country’s national 
police agency to others within the INTERPOL network requesting assistance in locating, 
arresting, or monitoring an individual. Unlike Red Notices, Diffusions are not reviewed 
by INTERPOL’s General Secretariat before dissemination. That means they can be 
circulated more quickly—but also with less oversight, which makes them more 
vulnerable to misuse. 

Key Characteristics of a Diffusion: 

●​ Issued and sent directly by national law enforcement 
●​ Shared through INTERPOL’s I-24/7 network 
●​ May include requests for arrest, surveillance, or information 
●​ Not subject to centralized vetting or publication 
●​ Typically not visible to the public 
●​ More vulnerable to misuse and harder to detect 

 

Red Notice vs. Diffusion: A Comparative Table 

Feature Red Notice Diffusion 
Issued By INTERPOL General 

Secretariat 
National law enforcement 
agency 

Review Process Yes – vetted before publication No – disseminated directly 
Legal Basis 
Required 

National arrest warrant + 
extradition 

Often minimal or informal 
request 

Visibility Frequently public Typically confidential 
Primary Purpose Arrest, location, extradition Arrest, location, extradition 
Risk of Abuse Moderate – some vetting 

required 
High – lacks oversight 

Challenge 
Mechanism 

Yes – through CCF Yes – through CCF  

 
 

Legal and Immigration Consequences 



Having a Red Notice or Diffusion in INTERPOL’s system can be deeply damaging — 
especially when it comes to immigration cases. Even though these notices aren’t 
backed by solid evidence or a final legal judgment, U.S. authorities often treat them as 
serious red flags. In practice, that means individuals can face visa denials, detention, or 
deportation based on little more than unproven accusations. 

Immigration Risks Include: 

●​ Detention by ICE or CBP, including at ports of entry or USCIS interviews 
●​ Visa Denials under INA §§ 212(a)(2) or 212(a)(3) 
●​ Inadmissibility Findings, even without a criminal conviction 
●​ Naturalization Delays or Denials due to concerns over moral character 
●​ Removal Proceedings based on alleged foreign criminality 
●​ Denial of Asylum or Refugee Protection based on alleged serious non-political 

offenses 

Importantly, U.S. immigration authorities may invoke the “reason to believe” standard 
under INA § 212(a)(2)(C), treating the notice as sufficient to suspect involvement in 
serious criminal activity — even if no charges have been proven. 

Strategic Legal Response: Challenging INTERPOL Notices 

Both Red Notices and Diffusions can be challenged through a formal petition to the 
Commission for the Control of INTERPOL’s Files (CCF). The CCF serves as an 
independent oversight body, responsible for ensuring that all INTERPOL actions comply 
with its legal rules and standards. If you believe a notice against you is unjust or 
politically motivated, the CCF is the official channel to seek its removal. 

Grounds for Challenging a Notice: 

●​ Political Motivation in violation of INTERPOL’s Article 3 
●​ Lack of Legal Basis, such as no valid arrest warrant 
●​ Procedural Irregularities, including in absentia convictions 
●​ Refugee or Asylee Status, which prohibits INTERPOL cooperation under its 

2015 Refugee Policy 
●​ Factual Inaccuracies or Identity Misuse 

While Diffusions are more difficult to detect, once identified, they can — and should — 
be contested. Because Diffusions are less formal and don’t go through INTERPOL’s 
initial review, they give countries more room to sidestep oversight. That makes them 
especially vulnerable to abuse—and underscores the need for immediate legal action 
when one is discovered. 

Integrated Immigration and Human Rights Defense 



International law firms offer comprehensive representation that merges international 
law, immigration strategy, and human rights advocacy. 

Legal Services Include: 

●​ Defense against ICE detention and removal linked to INTERPOL notices 
●​ Asylum representation grounded in evidence of political persecution 
●​ Responses to USCIS Requests for Evidence (RFEs) and Notices of Intent to 

Deny (NOIDs) 
●​ Preparation of waivers of inadmissibility 
●​ Direct liaison with INTERPOL’s CCF and international monitoring bodies 
●​ Expert legal opinions for immigration courts, substantiating political persecution 

and risk of arbitrary detention or torture 

Conclusion 

IThough designed to foster international cooperation, INTERPOL Red Notices and 
Diffusions are sometimes weaponized for political abuse — putting the freedom and 
safety of those targeted at serious risk. Their misuse can trigger arrest, deportation, and 
denial of refuge. 

Legal defense must be immediate, coordinated, and international in scope. 

Chances of a successful outcome are higher if you hire a professional law firm 
committed to defending the rights of individuals wrongfully targeted by politicized 
international alerts. With deep experience in asylum law, INTERPOL litigation, and 
transnational criminal defense, international lawyers stand ready to uphold justice — 
across borders. 

 


