
When Premise Liability Is Not the Issue 

There are definitely instances when a property owner lets the people who come to their property 

down and ends up causing injury. It's not always their fault, however. Sometimes, it's specifically 

the fault of the people who got injured. Among the things you're going to want to watch out for 

when you are in a retail space, a grocery store or another public space are hazards that are 

marked for you. Responsible property owners notify their visitors of hazards when they are 

present in very clear and obvious ways. 

Climbing Pallets 

Quite a few stores have items located on high shelves. If these property owners are smart, there 

will also be a sign next to those items that will tell you to ask for assistance and not to attempt to 

grab the item yourself. As an intelligent individual, you can be reasonably expected to follow 

that direction. If you climb up on a top shelf and fall off and hurt yourself, a jury might 

sympathize with the store owner. 

Stairways 

There is a right way and a wrong way to go up and down a stairway. Quite frequently, children 

are the ones who violate this convention most readily. If your child is engaging in horseplay on a 

stairway and ends up falling down and hurting themselves, it's not really anybody's fault but your 

own. If the retail establishment did something to encourage this, it may be their problem. If you 

weren't supervising your children, however, and they come to harm on somebody's property, you 

may not have a case at all. 

Wet Floors 

Signage provides a way for establishment owners to communicate to clients that a certain area is 

off-limits. Wet floor signs are the most commonly seen incarnations of this. The sign should give 

you all the information you need about whether or not it's safe to walk on a certain area of the 

floor. If you decide to violate this warning, you're probably not going to get any money out of it 

if you fall and hurt yourself. After all, you were warned! 

For specific situations that you've been in, it's best to get personal injury information from an 

attorney. An accident lawyer in Dallas will let you know if you have a lawsuit worth pursuing 

against the property owner for negligence. The property owner, of course, will probably always 

tell you that you don't. 

 


