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Twitter Tutorials - Creating Your Profile

Happy Halloween everyone! Since Halloween is my second favorite holiday (after
Christmas), | had to take a time out to say "enjoy!" and share a photo of my little
"spooks."

But back to the task at hand - let's get started with Twitter. To create your profile, we're
going to start by going to Twitter.com.
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As you can see, Twitter says that using their service, will give you "instant updates from
your friends, industry experts, favorite celebrities, and what's happening around the
world."

At the bottom of the page, you can select from seventeen languages for Twitter. We'll
go through this with English as the default, since that's what | speak, but feel free to
change to the language you're most comfortable in.

To get started with creating our profile, we'll enter our full name, email and the password
we choose in the box in the center right. One thing to note here - once you've used your
email address to register a Twitter name, you can't use it again. Each Twitter name is
linked to a unique email address. So if you want to have more than one Twitter name,
you'll have to have multiple email addresses.

| LinzelCakes/@gmail.com

Once you've entered this information, click the yellow "sign up" button to get started!

The next screen lets you choose your username and checks the information that we
have just entered.

]
I's your turn. | ) ariftns  Nar sk e,
Join Twitter,
LinzelCakes@gmail.com + We will email you a confirmation.
essses L + Password could be more secure.
LindsayGiriffit1  Usemame is available.

Suggestions: CakesLinzel - CakesLindsay - cakes_linzel
[ Keep me logged-in on this computer.

By clicking the button, you agree to the terms below:
These Terms of Service (*Terms") govern your access to and

use of the services and Twitter's websites (the "Services"),
and any information, text, graphics, photos or other materials

Create my account

Note: Others will be able to find you by name, usernar
will not be shown publicly. Yeu can change

As you can see, my name is fine, my email address will get a confirmation, and my
password could be more secure. Twitter has also assigned me a username, but | can
change this here if | want to.



Let's talk about names for a minute. Some people will argue that it's a good idea to
have a keyword or subject as your Twitter name, but | disagree - | think it should always
be your real name. As we've talked about before, people want to connect and work with
people they know, like and trust - and how can they really know you if you aren't
transparent with your name?

There can be some difficulties here, because Twitter only allows you 15 characters - my
full name has more than 15 characters. My main Twitter name is @LindsayGriffith, so
people will often think that my last name is Griffith. There are a few ways around this,
and you can decide what works best for you if your name is more than 15 characters.

For the purposes of the tutorial, I'll change it to LinsGriffiths (LGriffiths is already taken).
As | type the new name into the box, Twitter checks the availability and tells me
whether the username | want is already taken or if it's available. LinsGiriffiths is
available

Next, | can choose whether | want to stay logged into Twitter - if it's a public computer,
make sure you un-check this so that nobody else can use your account. This is also
good if you're concerned about security generally. Otherwise, you can leave it checked.

You'll see that Twitter also says that when you click the button to create your account,
you're going to be agreeing to their terms of service. You can click on these terms
using the link to the right.

Twitter further notes that others will be able to find you by name, username or email,
though your email will not be shown publicly. You can change your privacy settings at
any time, which we will do in a future post. (But just so you know, as soon as we create
our Twitter account, our profile is searchable).

For now, let's click "Create my account" so that we have a Twitter account!

Twitter has come a long way since | joined, and they now walk you through getting
started. The first screen you'll see is this:

Welcome, Lindsay Griffiths H

Get started in less than 60 seconds.

The Twitter Teacher
* This is a Tweet. Tweets are short messages that have up to 140

characters and can contain links like hitp://twitter.com.

Twitter tells us that we'll be started in less than 60 seconds! The "Twitter Teacher"
shows us that a tweet is a short message of up to 140 characters that can contain links.


https://twitter.com/tos�

To continue, we'll click the "next" button. Twitter then gives us a list of suggestions for
other Twitter accounts we could follow. They suggest you follow five of these accounts,
but don't feel as if you must. If you'd like your profile to be a bit more complete first
(which | recommend), you can click "Skip this step." I'll give you my own legal follow
recommendations in the next post!

The next screen allows you to add your favorites - this is where you can find people and
brands to follow by subject area that might be of interest to you. Again, we'll talk more
about how to follow people in the next post, so for now, we'll just "skip this step."

The next screen invites you to add your contacts, similarly to the way we did it in the
LinkedIn series. As before though, we'll skip this step and do this at a later stage.

Before we can continue, we need to confirm the email address that we registered with -
to do this, you'll check that email address and follow the instructions included in it.
Once you've done that, your page will look like this:

Get started on Twitter

1. Follow your first 10 accounts

« Browse popular accounts by Interest
+ Look for your friends

This Is your homepage @LinsGriffiths

It's looking mighty bare right now. When you follow people thelr updates will o
appear here. So go find some interesting people to follow! « Download a Twitter application to your phone

You can tell the world what's happening in the box above. 3, Set up your profile

« Upload a profile picture
+ Write a short bio

account page

4. Write your first Tweet!

« Tell the world what's happening in 140 characters or less

As you can see on the right hand side, Twitter gives you some steps for getting started.
You can see from here where their priorities lie, but I'd make "Set up your profile" #1
instead. The reason for this is that you want people to follow you back and see what
you're saying - and most people won't do that if your profile is blank, you have no photo
and you haven't tweeted!

So let's start by uploading a profile photo. There are a couple of ways you can do this -
you can click the link under "Set up your profile:"

3. Set up your profile

+ Upload a profile picture
+ Write a short bio

You can also click "Profile" in the menu along the top:

tWittEf, Search Q Home Profle Messages Who To Follow



This will take you to your profile page, and at the top, it will say "Edit Your Profile."

o Lindsay Griffiths

SHGTO @LinsGriffiths

Edit your profile —

Tweets Favorites Following Followers  Lists

From there, you would get this page:

u LinsGriffiths’s settings

Account Password Mobile Motifications Profile  Design

Picture (Chosse File) o il selected
Maximum size of T00k. JPG, GIF, PNG.

Mame Lindsay Griffiths

Enter your real name, so people you know can recognize you.

Location
‘Where in the world are you'?
Web http://
Have a homepage or a blog? Put the address here.
(You can also add Twitter to your site here)
Bio

About yourself in fewer than 160 chars.

Facebook E1 Post your Tweets to Facebook



As you can see, if you haven't uploaded a picture, you have an egg image. You don't
want this. So let's upload a picture!

Click choose file, keeping in mind their requirements for size and file type. You'l
browse to your photo and select it. The file will upload after you click "Save." (As a side
note, this is how you would change your photo in the future if you wanted to).

Your name is already filled in, so unless you want to update this, you can leave it as it
is. If you would like your Twitter followers to know where you are, you can fill in the
location field - you can also leave this vague or blank if you would prefer.

If you have a firm website or (preferably) a blog, fill in that web address here. And then
finally, you can write your bio information - this must be short. You only have 160
characters here (just a little bit longer than a tweet), so make it count. It's a good idea to
include some of your non-professional hobbies too, which will broaden your Twitter
experience. For example, mine says:

Lindsay Griffiths

@LindsayGriffith Bamegat, NJ

Marketer & FEvents Planner Extraordinaire for
International Lawyers Network; photographer; big

. - 1T . v Iy TTT de ey ey 3
mulitary supporter, huge NJ Devils fan, & crazy about my

Bassets!

http:/fwww . zenlegalnetworking.com

It includes some information about my job, but also that I'm a photographer, that | care
about supporting the military, and that | love hockey and basset hounds - that gives
people a lot of reasons to connect to me!

The final piece of this is connecting your tweets to Facebook - since we haven't fully
developed our Facebook profiles yet, we'll skip this for now, but I'll add this note - |
recommend against linking Facebook and Twitter. Twitter is designed more for
conversation, for you to post a number of messages. Your followers will expect that - to
a degree - but on Facebook, it may quickly irritate your friends who may "unfriend" you
or hide your updates. The platforms are, and should be, kept separately in my book!

So now, we'll click save!

You'll get a message at the top that your settings have been saved, and to see your
profile, click "Profile" again in the top menu bar:



Lindsay Griffiths Q Avout you
@LinsGriffiths ‘ 5 o . i

Tweets Following Followers Listed

Get started on Twitter

http:/indsaygriffithsphotography. wordpress.com

1. Follow your first 10 accounts

§ i « Browse popular accounts by interest
Edit your profile — « Look for your friends

* Search

Tweets Favorites Following Foliowers  Lists
2. Get Twitter on your phone

+ Set up mobile notifications

@linsgriffiths hasn't tweeted yet. .
+ Download a Twitter application to your phone

3. Set up your profile

+ Upload a profile picture
« Writa ashort hin

Not bad!

In tomorrow's post, we'll talk about following people, but before we do that, | want to
leave you with writing your first tweet. There are some recommendations for tweeting,
but we'll worry about those in a future post as well - for now, think of this as your Twitter
introduction. You may want to say something like "I'm new to Twitter, and I'm really
looking forward to connecting with you." Or you can share what you hope to get out of
Twitter, etc. We'll continue to play around with this in the coming days, but for now, it's
helpful to have one tweet under your belt so that anyone who finds your profile will
consider following youl!

To post your tweet, you're going to click "Home" in the top menu bar:

twitter Search Q| Home Prd

Right now, your home page isn't very interesting because you aren't following anyone
yet. But you can tweet from here!

Timeline @&Mentions Retweets Searches Lists

This is your homepage @LinsGriffiths

It's looking mighty bare right now. When you follow people their updates will
appear here. So go find some interesting people to follow!

You can tell the world what's happening in the box above.

account page



In the box at the top, under "What's happening?" you can post your 140-character
tweets.

This account is just a test for a tutorial series I'm writing on Twitter.

A

66 | Tweet

When you click on the box, you'll be able to type into it - as you type the number of
characters you have left will appear next to the "Tweet" button. You'll also see two
icons at the bottom left - the first is a camera, and this allows you to include a photo with
your tweet. The second icon is the location icon, which lets you add your location to
your tweets if you wish. We'll get into the how's and why's of those later, but for now,
you can type your tweet into the box and click "Tweet."

You've just Tweeted for the first time!

In the next post, we'll start following some different people. In the meantime, Happy
Halloween!

Lindsay Giriffiths of the International Lawyers Network
179 Kinderkamack Road

Westwood, NJ 07675

Phone: (201) 594-9985

Fax: (201) 740-9765
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