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The pressure is building over in Illinois .... Governor Pat Quinn 
still has not made his decision on whether or not Illinois will 
abolish the death penalty.  Not that he isn’t busy enough with 
massive blizzards, and a budget that’s broke, among other 
things. 

Maybe he’s distracted, right?  Maybe that is why in yesterday’s 
Chicago Sun Times, the state prosecutors have brought their 
arguments to keep the death penalty on the books to the media. 

If Governor Quinn reads the article,”Death penalty a bargaining 
chip prosecutors aim to keep,” he’ll find some of the same 
arguments that state attorneys across the country routinely 
argue to advance capital punishment, i.e.:

1.  the death penalty gives prosecutions a big “bargaining 
chip” in plea negotiations; with death on the table, they 
argue that they are able to urge suspects to plead out and 
take a life sentence rather than risk it.   So, without capital 
punishment, state attorneys are going to have to try more 
cases.
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2.  without the Illinois death penalty, Illinois loses the ability to get 
money from the Capital Litigation Trust Fund which is a fund providing 
monetary support for trials where death is being sought.  End capital 
punishment, and that fund will not there to pay for expenses in trials 
- which is a big deal to Illinois, which is broke.  (All the fund’s money 
reportedly would be going to helping murder victims and training law 
enforcement.)

3.  Prosecutors also argue that victims’ families want the death penalty 
for closure as well as justice.

There’s a lot that criminal defense attorneys can argue in rebuttal to each of 
these arguments; you probably have your opinion on these points, too.  Gotta 
wonder what Governor Pat Quinn’s take is on all this ....
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