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As many people are aware, Canada recently became 
the first G7 country to legalize and regulate the 
medical and adult-use of cannabis. This change in 
legislation has led to Canada holding a unique position 
in the emerging global cannabis market. Canada is 
home to some of the largest cannabis companies in 
the world. 

This Practice Group was created because of rapid 
development that is occurring in the cannabis global 
cannabis industry. Notably, much of this growth is 
occurring in Latin America. 

A strong relationship now exists between Canadian 
cannabis companies and the Latin America cannabis 
market.

Due to this new relationship, our Ottawa affiliate, 
Brazeau Seller Law, has been working closely with 
our Colombian affiliate, Posse Herrera Ruiz. As the 
cannabis industry will only continue to grow in 
Canada, Latin America, and beyond, Meritas has taken 
the proactive step of creating this Practice Group 
with a view to offering clients top-notch legal services 
for cannabis ventures in every major Latin American 
market.

The Practice Group is led by Mario Torres from 
Brazeau Seller Law in Ottawa, Canada and Monica 
Bonnett from Posse Herrara Ruiz in Bogota, Colombia. 

Mario is a member of Brazeau Seller’s CannaLaw 
group and has experience assisting clients as they 
expand their cannabis operations into Latin America.

Mario’s skill set makes him extremely well positioned 
to assist clients with interests in Latin America. He 
is able to communicate fluently, both orally and in 
writing, in English and Spanish. Mario was born in 
Costa Rica, has lived in Guatemala, and obtained his 
M.A. in Latin American Studies from Columbia 
University.

Mario has experience working on legal matters in 
several Latin American countries and can be reached 
at mtorres@brazeauseller.com or 613-820-8301.

Monica is an Associate at Posse Herrera Ruiz. Her 
practice focuses on Intellectual Property.

Her experience includes filng, prosecution and 
enforcing patents, industrial designs and utility models 
rights. Due to her experience, handling big patent 
portfolios from U.S., Asia and Europe, Monica is the 
person in charge of developing business relationships 
with international clients.

She has advised American, European and  Asian clients 
in various fields of technology: bio, life-science, 
telecommunications, software, consumer products 
and pharmaceutical industries. Likewise, she has 
participated in technology-transfer negotiation 
processes between Colombian and multinational 
companies, achieving win-win agreements.
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Medical Use Yes, regulations recently in place since March 2017.

Recreational Use /  Not permitted under Argentine law. 
Adult Use

Current Regime /  National Act No. 27,350 - “Medical and Scientific Investigation of the Therapeutic Use of  
Legislation (or Cannabis Plant and its derivatives”, passed on March 2017, and its Regulatory Decree 
Proposed Legislation) No. 738/2017; the National Institute of Seeds (“INASE”) Resolution No. 59/2019, and the   
 Ministry of Security Resolution No. 258/2018, the Heath Secretary, the National  
 Administration of Drugs, Food and Medical Technology.

 (Administración Nacional de Medicamentos, Alimentos y Tecnología Médica – “ANMAT”) 
 and other authorities such as the INASE, the National Food Safety and Quality Service  
 (“SENASA”), and the Ministry of Security are the main competent authorities that regulate,  
 control and authorize the import, manufacture, control and commercialization of cannabis  
 based products.

 Many provinces (e.g., Provinces of Buenos Aires, Jujuy, Tucumán and Catamarca) have 
 acceded to the National Act, and many others have passed their own provincial acts.   
 The existence of different provincial regulations raises potential contradictions on the  
 application and compliance with each jurisdiction’s requirements for the production and  
 commercialization of cannabis for medicinal purposes, along with the overlapping of powers  
 from different national and provincial enforcement authorities.

 The principal objective of the National and Provincial acts is to investigate the therapeutic  
 and scientific uses of cannabis to improve human health and to grant free access to hemp  
 oil and other cannabis-based products to the patients incorporated to the correspondent  
 programs and registers.

 The National regulations allow the production of cannabis by the Federal Government  
 through the National Institute of Agricultural Technology (Instituto Nacional de Tecnología  
 Agropecuaria - “INTA”) and the National Council of Scientific and Technical Investigation  
 (Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones Científicas y Técnicas - “CONICET”).

 According to the National regulations, patients can obtain their cannabis-based products: (a)  
 by enrolling in the National Program through the National Registry of Patients Treated  
 with Cannabis (Registro Nacional de Pacientes en Tratamiento con Cannabis - “RECANN”).  
 Once the patient is enrolled, the Program provides the patient with the needed cannabis-  
 based product for free; and (b) by following the procedure provided for the Request of  
 Exceptional Access to Medicine regulated by ANMAT in order to request the importation of  
 cannabis-based products under their own expenses. Under this alternative the patient does  
 not obtain the cannabis-based products for free.

Import / Export The National regulations allow the Federal Government through INTA and CONICET to   
Opportunities import cannabis, hemp oils and other cannabis-derivatives for medical and scientific pur 
 poses only, and also the individual patients by enrolling in the RECANN or through  
 the procedure provided for the Request of Exceptional Access to Medicine regulated by  
 ANMAT.  At the Provincial level, the Province of Jujuy recently passed Act No. 6,088 for the  
 creation of Cannabis Avatara Sociedad del Estado (Cannava S.E.), a state-owned company  
 

ARGENTINA
FIRM:  Allende & Brea
CONTACTS:  Diego Botana Fernando Martinez Zuviría
 db@allendebrea.com.ar fmz@allendebrea.com.ar
 +54 11 4318-9928 +54 11 4318-9933

| 6



 for the production, industrialization and commercialization of cannabis for scientific,  
 medicinal and/or therapeutic purposes in cooperation with INTA. In this context, on July 31,  
 2018 the governor of Jujuy signed an agreement with the Chilean laboratory Knop by which  
 the province will produce and export cannabis to Chile to produce hemp oil.

Market Size Population: 44 million

Current Context The National Act has not been completely regulated, and INTA and CONICET – the state  
 agencies authorized by the National Act for cultivation – have not started cannabis production  
 thus far. However, in February 2019 the Argentine government authorized the first facility to  
 produce medicinal cannabis in the Province of Jujuy. Cannava S.E. (a state-owned company  
 controlled by the Province of Jujuy who announced to be partnered with Green Leaf Farms  
 International) will be in charge of the production, industrialization and commercialization of  
 the cannabis. The production is expected to start between the second half and the end of  
 2019. In this context, the INASE issued Resolution No. 59/2019 which regulates the  
 conditions of production, diffusion, distribution, handling and conditioning of medicinal  
 cannabis crops in Argentina. Currently, only those who suffer from refractory epilepsy can  
 enroll in the RECANN. Patients and relatives of those suffering multiple sclerosis, arthritis  
 and Alzheimer have demanded that the RECANN include these diseases.

Cultural The Argentine Congress passed the National Act following very little debate and all 58  
Considerations senators present at the hearing voted in favor of the new legislation. Nowadays there is a  
 widespread acceptance regarding the medicinal use of cannabis and its derivatives and there  
 is no indication of any substantial tide against it.

Investment According to the National Act, the National Government shall prioritize and promote  
Considerations the production of cannabis through state owned laboratories, the Armed Forces and State  
 Universities. Nevertheless, the creation of Cannava S.E. in Province of Jujuy, which executed  
 a commercial agreement with a private laboratory in Chile, is a collaboration scheme with  
 governmental approval that may be replicated by the Federal Government and other  
 Provinces, giving the possibility for foreign investors to enter the market.  Along this line,  
 Aphria Inc. announced on March 21, 2018 that it has signed an exclusive supply agreement  
 with an Argentine based pharmaceutical import and distribution company (which name and  
 public or private nature has not been disclosed), which is licensed to import, sell and  
 distribute medical products and derivatives in Argentina. The announcement asserts that the  
 importer is currently securing an import license for cannabis in Argentina. In this line,  
 Aphira Inc. announced that: (i) in October 2018, through its Argentine subsidiary ABP S.A.,  
 the company donated 4,500 units of “Rideau” cannabis oil of 45 milliliters to a well known  
 public pediatric hospital named Garrahan Hospital for a study on refractory epilepsy within  
 the scope of a special program approved by the Health Secretary; and (ii) on December  
 2018 entered into a letter of intent with the Province of Jujuy to invest in the cultivation,  
 processing and manufacture of cannabis products.
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Prepared by Meritas Law Firms
Meritas is an established alliance of 
180 full-service law firms serving over 
234 markets – all rigorously qualified, 
independent and collaborative. 

Connect with a Meritas law firm and 
benefit from local insight, local rates 
and world-class service.

www.meritas.org enables direct 
access to Meritas law firm through 
a searchable database of lawyer skills 
and experience.

Latin America/Caribbean 
Regional Director:  
Jamilee George-Rodriguez 
jgeorge@meritas.org

800 Hennepin Avenue, Suite 600
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403 USA

+1.612.339.8680   

www.meritas.org


