HIGHLIGHTS

The seventh week of Florida's 2022 Legislative Session
concluded today in Tallahassee, leaving only 15 business
days remaining in the session. This week, House
members spent a great deal of time both on the floor and
in committee, debating several of the more controversial
bills of the year and forwarding numerous bills to the
Senate or to the Governor. Members of the Senate only
sat in session on Wednesday, allocating much of their
time for committee meetings this week in order to push
forward as many pieces of legislation as possible for
chamber meetings to come. Next week, House and
Senate committees will meet Monday to prepare for the
four days of floor sessions that will follow, and lawmakers
are poised to begin budget negotiations early in the
week.

ON THE GOVERNOR'S DESK

As of this week, the Governor has signed into law all 11
pieces of legislation that have been presented to him so
far. The bills, as reported last week, include a number of
public records exemptions and revisers bills, as well as a
liability protections extension for health care providers
and an emergency fund for the Governor's use. Set to be
placed in front of the State's Executive as of today are
nine additional measures, including public records
exemptions for lottery winners in receipt of $250,000 or
more (HB 159), witnesses to murder (HB 7015), and
sensitive medical information of inmates (HB 7009);
prohibitions on lobbying by former public officers (HB
7001) and judges (HB 7003); updates to the Firefighters'
Bill of Rights (HB 31); provisions that allow for the use of
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peer specialists in mental health and substance abuse
counseling (SB 282); a claims bill (HB 6513); and the
creation of the Opioid Settlement Clearing Trust Fund
under the Department of Financial Services (HB 5013).
Once presented, Governor DeSantis will have seven days
to approve or veto each measure.

IN THE BUDGET

This week, the House passed all of the Senate's budget
conforming bills on the floor, where they amended each
one in order to prepare the legislation for conference.
Lawmakers will sit in joint committees next week to
negotiate differences in their budget proposals in order
to craft the state’'s spending plan, which must be
concurred upon prior to the end of session on March 11th.
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REDISTRICTING

On Friday, the House Redistricting Committee debated
their chamber's congressional map proposal which was
approved in the Congressional Redistricting
Subcommittee late last week. Two drafts of new
congressional districts were revealed prior to Friday's
meeting, both of which make significant changes to prior
maps and current districts. New proposals seek to
address concerns that have been raised so far, and are
legally compliant with current law according to Speaker
Chris Sprowls. Once approved in committee, the House
must approve the final map on the floor and work to reach
an agreement with the Senate.

QUESTIONS?

Contact Jordyn Ferguson,
Jferguson@shumakeradvisors.com, or
Celeste Schettino,
cschettino@shumakeradvisors.com
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