
Do I Have a Medical Malpractice Claim? 

Filing a medical malpractice lawsuit is a bit more complex than people tend to think sometimes. 

The main thrust of these lawsuits is that a doctor failed to live up to their duties to the patient 

who is suing and that, in some regard, that patient was injured as a result of their failing to do so. 

The lawsuits are designed to help the patient recover damages for their costs, as well as for the 

pain and suffering they endured.  

Doing Harm 

The doctor must have caused the patient to come to harm in some way. In this aspect, medical 

malpractice claims resemble other lawsuits that allege negligence. If the patient wasn't harmed or 

made to suffer in some way, there is really no cause to sue. For some patients, this causes 

confusion. To clarify, the following things are not malpractice: 

• Doctors that are rude 

• Doctors that fail to keep appointments without causing any harm 

• Doctors that do not take that much time with their patients 

• Doctors that don't agree with your self-diagnosis 

Doctors that have poor bedside manner are simply possessed of poor bedside manner. As long as 

the care they provide is competent, effective and up to the standards of medical science, they're 

not doing anything negligent. 

When it Becomes Malpractice 

If you go into a doctor complaining of chest pains, shortness of breath and a tingling sensation 

and they dismiss it as a panic attack without making any effort to diagnose you and you 

subsequently suffer a heart attack that would be an example of negligence. Examples such as this 

have the features of one of these cases, principally in that the patient is harmed because the 

doctor was negligent in their delivery of care.  

A lawyer can clarify for you whether or not your case against a doctor rises to the level of 

malpractice. You have to consult with them, however, but this is usually a free service. If you 

believe that a doctor failed to diagnose a condition they should have, that they failed to give you 

needed care or that they gave you care that actually did you harm, you should speak with an 

attorney. While most doctors are excellent practitioners that make every effort to attend to the 

health of their patients, there are instances when even the best doctors are negligent and, when 

that ends up harming a patient, it makes sense to explore the legal options. 

 


