
The Nucleus Ocean, Heritage and Culture (OHC) aims to understand the relationship of human groups with maritime, fluvial 
and lacustrine environments through time, based on the investigation of currently submerged archaeological evidence from 
both prehistoric and historical periods. The archaeological deposits located in the intertidal and subtidal belt of the ocean and 
in inland waters are multiple and diverse, representing a scarcely explored primary source of information about the past.

Chile's configuration along the western coast of South America offers an ideal study area that includes extensive coastlines 
on the continent, archipelagos, oceanic islands and inland water systems, as well as a long occupational history that enables 
a multiscalar view in terms of spatial and temporal. The scientific study of the various evidence now submerged that make 
up the Underwater Cultural Heritage (PCS) allows us to understand not only the diversity of ancient and modern ways of 
inhabiting and moving around in these aquatic spaces, but also to understand the environmental changes in coastal spaces.

The OHC team is made up of researchers from various disciplines, which allows research to be conducted through a 
multidisciplinary approach that actively integrates Social Sciences – Archeology and Anthropology – with Earth and Ocean 
Sciences, recognizing not only the importance of cultural context, but also the natural one.

The researchers have vast experience in collaborative work and synergy that translates into numerous publications, 
preparation of educational material and audiovisual products, participation in national and international symposiums, 
workshops and webinars, organization of archaeological exhibitions and other media, which constitute activities for the 
dissemination of scientific knowledge related to research and management of underwater cultural heritage for 
non-specialized audiences.

The results are expected to contribute to a better knowledge, appreciation and protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage 
against threats of destruction, to which it is regularly exposed through networks that include various actors at the level of 
university, state and community institutions.

Focus Area: Archaeology, Anthropology, Earth and Ocean Sciences
Specialty: Underwater archaeology, Geoarchaeology, Underwater 

Cultural Heritage (PCS), Coastal communities and oral tradition

Research Lines: 
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• Flooded landscapes.
• Cultural landscapes and material culture.
• Coastal communities, oral traditions and material expressions.
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Sponsoring Institutions: 
University of Chile 
Austral University of Chile
ARQMAR Association (Center for 
Maritime Archaeology Research of 
the Southeastern Pacific) 

• Conversation organized by the Chilean Society of 
Archaeology: Archeology within the framework of collaborative 
science. Meeting held virtually and broadcast live through the 
Facebook live platform of the Chilean Society of Archeology.

• Radio interview of the University of Chile: What is being done 
regarding underwater geoarchaeology in Chile? Interview in the 
program Rocadictos.

• Instagram live: "Maritime and Underwater Archeology in Chile: 
more than 20 years in perspective", Cycle of Conversations, 
May: Month of the Sea, Archeology and Underwater Heritage. 

• Talk for students of the Archeology Program at the Pontifical 
Catholic University of Chile: Maritime and underwater 
archeology in Chile: A general approach to the specialty. 

• Conference: Marine Archaeological and Geophysical Surveys in 
the waters of the Gulf of Ancud and the Chacao Channel. 

Associate Researchers: 
Valentina Flores-Aqueveque, 
Leonor Adán, Ricardo Álvarez.

Adjunct Researchers: 
Renato Simonetti, Nicolás 
Ciarlo, Paul Maxwell.

Young Researchers: 
Sebastián Yrarrázaval.

Senior Researchers: 
Dr. Ingrid Ward, Dr. James 
Delgado, Dr. Alasdair Brooks, 
Dr. Fraser Sturt.
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>> GEOGRAPHIC
PRESENCE: 

CONTACT INFORMATION:

MAIN ACHIEVEMENTS: 

OUTREACH ACTIVITIES:

 RESEARCHERS:

• Publication of the first article on submerged 
paleo-scapes in the southern hemisphere 
integrating international and core researchers.

• First archaeological survey of submerged 
sites in Los Lagos region, Vapor Valparaíso 
(1872).

• Strengthening of anthropological equipment 
for the study of the oral tradition of coastal 
communities as a way of approaching the 
study of submerged remains. 

• Implementation of state-of-the-art 
geophysical prospecting methods, applied for 
the first time in our country through 
public-private alliances. 

• Dissemination campaign on the importance 
and protection of Underwater Cultural 
Heritage (UCH) in different instances for 
specialized and general public.
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