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MILLENNIUM NUCLEUS CENTER OF ENERGY 
AND SOCIETY RESEARCH NUMIES

Since its inception in 2015, the Millennium Nucleus Center of Energy and Society Research (NUMIES, by its Spanish 
acronym) has focused on studying the relationship between energy and society in Chile by addressing various 
socio-cultural aspects related to energy generation, regulation, and consumption. Through excellent research, the 
work of NUMIES has contributed to a better understanding of the political logics of energy conflicts, the social 
mechanisms behind electricity regulation, and the forms of energy use at the household level, among other aspects. 
Putting our results into perspective, one fundamental fact becomes clear: that the energy-society nexus is today 
unbreakable from the social and technical issues imposed by climate change. 

With this background in mind, this second stage (2018-2021) will focus on studying the social and cultural aspects of 
the energy transitions underway. We propose an understanding of energy transitions that seeks to go beyond the 
purely technological transformation process. We understand the transition of the energy matrix from one dependent 
on coal to one based on non-conventional renewable energies as subject to a series of socio-technical transformation 
processes whose character involves social, cultural, and political aspects.

The main objective of NUMIES is to consolidate a research and intervention agenda on the social and cultural 
dimensions of the energy transition in Chile. This objective is organized into three lines of action. The first axis, 'Policies 
and conflicts of the transition', addresses the different social and political conflicts that emerge from the 
implementation of renewable energy projects. The second axis, 'Governance of the energy transition', addresses 
aspects related to the design and implementation of public policies associated with the energy transition. The third 
axis, 'Energy transitions and technological change', seeks to study the socio-cultural aspects related to the 
development and implementation of renewable energy technologies at all scales.

Research Topics: 
• Regulation and Energy Markets: studies the socio-cultural factors involved in the regulation and distribution of 

energy, both at the state level and at the level of economic actors.
• Consumer practices: studies the daily practices linked to energy consumption from the users' perspective.
• Policies and disputes about energy infrastructures: studies the current and planned energy infrastructures in Chile. 

It describes and analyzes the social disputes associated with their development and operation.
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>> OUTREACH ACTIVITIES:

• NUMIES Seminar: Energía y sociedad en Chile: Nuevos 
desafíos para una nueva ciudadanía (“Energy and society in 
Chile: New challenges for a new citizenship”).

• Workshop: Citizen energy. The new challenge of civil 
society.

• Design and implementation of energy efficiency 
workshops at the school. The objective is to raise 
awareness among students in the first and second basic 
cycle about the importance of energy efficiency, promoting 
spaces for learning, reflection, dialogue, and action on how 
energy is used in our country, mainly through the “learning 
by doing” methodology.

• NUMIES International Seminar: “Bounding economic 
rationality: time-varying rates and the new electricity 
consumer”, with Daniel Breslau.

• NUMIES International Seminar: “The smart grid and the 
techno-material construction of an electricity consumer”, 
with Catherine Grandclément. 

>> MAIN ACHIEVEMENTS:

• Historical genealogies on the development and 
controversies that have accompanied the 
construction of electrical infrastructures, the 
national electricity development of the market and 
user in Chile during the 20th century.

• Study on socio-cultural factors involved in the 
process of developing infrastructure for 
non-conventional energy supply.

• Studies on public policy in the energy sector, with 
special emphasis on the tensions emerging from 
the energy transition.

• Survey on energy consumption practices in Chile 
with a special focus on sustainability issues.

• Multi-situated ethnographic case study on 
domestic energy consumption by individuals 
located in different areas of the country, both urban 
and rural.
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