
Impact Area: Society, culture and arts
Specialty: Arts, performativity, activism, urbanism, urbanism, musicology, among other social sciences.”

>> PUBLICATION PRODUCTIVITY:

ISI: 12
SCIELO: 2 
CHAPTERS OF BOOKS OR BOOKS: 22
OTHER PUBLICATIONS: 15 
PRESENTATIONS AT CONGRESSES: 42

*Data updated by Millennium 
Centers to March 2021

MILLENNIUM NUCLEUS ART, PERFORMATIVITY 
AND ACTIVISM NMAPA

NMAPA is the first research center of excellence in Chile focused on the study of social phenomena from the 
perspectives of the arts and humanities. This initiative aimed to conceptualize research methods from these areas and 
apply them to the analysis of social movements. The center balances creation, as a form of imagination and inquiry of 
possible futures, and the specialized analysis of aesthetic matrices, which allow us to interpret these imaginaries and 
discuss their impact on the social and political future of the country and the world.

The center is installed in the context of the social outburst of October 2019, which has led to an unprecedented parity 
constituent process, the socio-health crisis that intensifies pre-existing gaps, and finally, the launch in April 2021 of the 
basis for the new national policy on science, technology, knowledge, and innovation that gives a significant role to the 
arts and humanities.

NMAPA has deepened its knowledge and articulation with communities and social organizations in which social 
imaginaries are composed and constructed. From the constituent process that has begun, the focus is on 
understanding the spaces of social encounter and disagreement, accounting for the matrices of meaning that enable 
the understanding of national identity. The high percentages of disapproval and low partisan electoral participation, in 
contrast to the massive occupation of the streets and the high participation in the plebiscite and elections with 
independent candidates, mark a new socio-political configuration.

Research Topics:  
• Situation and challenges of the Arts and Humanities in a globalized University System.
• Ethics and best practice protocols in the investigation of citizen activism.
• Creative processes in performing arts and research methods.
• Activism in Chile today.
• Transfer to secondary education.
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>> CONTACT INFORMATION: >>  RESEARCHERS: 

Host Institutions
Pontifical Catholic University of Chile
Austral University of Chile

>> OUTREACH ACTIVITIES:

• “Zodiaco Chileno” podcast, consisting of 12 episodes, broadcasted by 
Cooperativa radio. The program present 12 significant animals for 
Chilean art and culture, where critical concepts of performance theory 
and cultural history are discussed and applied. Each episode includes 
readings of excerpts from Chilean literature by professional actors. Of 
the 10 episodes launched at the beginning of May, it has an audience of 
500,000 listeners on the radio and more than 4,000 on podcasts.

• Free workshop Tu voz en papel (“Your voice on paper”), aimed at social 
organizations, which promotes the creation of fanzines, handmade 
magazines produced by activists to transmit their proposals and 
aesthetics. Workshops held in Santiago and Valdivia, and then by the 
pandemic in a virtual format with a greater regional reach, where local 
activists are invited to explore through their creativie ways of 
communicating their micro political reflections, in fanzine formats both 
individual and collective. 9 workshops are held, with about 120 
attendees. Free distribution of 7,200 printed fanzines created in the 
workshops, and the development of an online tool for the production of 
fanzines in times of social distancing.

• Timeline on student movements 2001-2019. A pedagogical tool for the 
citizenship course at schools.

• Appearances in various media, interviews in major newspapers and 
radio stations such as ADN, Cooperativa, El Mercurio and LUN, public 
lectures aimed at decision makers in the fields of Arts and Humanities.

>> MAIN ACHIEVEMENTS:

• NMAPA has been able to verify that the activist 
collectives working in Chile today have brought 
about processes of cultural hybridization and 
reappropriation, which is manifested in the social 
outburst of October 2019.

• In the course of 3 years, NMAPA has assembled a 
team that is composed of 5 associate researchers, 
5 assistant researchers and 5 young researchers. 
This does not include students and researchers 
affiliated to the project, both nationally and 
internationally.

• NMAPA has published 24 articles and made 32 
presentations at international conferences.

• The researchers of the Nucleus have also obtained 
4 FONDECYT projects and 2 FONDART projects, 
which will allow them to deepen in new dimensions 
of the research lines presented.

• Link with Cooperativa Radio: production of the 
radio program and podcast Zodiaco Chileno.

• Link with OsoLiebre publishers, with which NMAPA 
has published 3 books.

• Collaboration with Teatro UC and Centro GAM: 
NMAPA organizes panel discussions, interactive 
workshops, and conferences.

• Collaboration with various cultural spaces, for 
example: Museum of Memory and Human Rights 
(RM), Barrios Bajos Art Gallery (Valdivia).

>> GEOGRAPHIC
PRESENCE: Millennium Nucleus
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