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MILLENNIUM NUCLEUS ON SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT DESOC

The Millennium Nucleus in Social Development seeks to contribute to the design, evaluation, and discussion of public 
policies in education, work and health, always incorporating a gender perspective. Its objective is to produce 
knowledge that contributes to greater social development, understood as a process of change aimed at improving the 
well-being of individuals, families, and communities. 

In practical terms, social development is concerned with programs and policies that promote significant changes in 
people's well-being, while recognizing that the benefits of economic growth are not distributed equitably. DESOC 
studies these issues quantitatively, generating rigorous scientific evidence. 

A distinctive feature of this Nucleus is its multidisciplinary approach through collaboration between economists and 
researchers in the areas of education and health. Researchers in this group have worked with the government, banks, 
and NGOs to implement various interventions. Priority has been given to the inclusion of younger researchers, 
particularly women.

One of DESOC's greatest achievements has been the Termómetro Social (Social Thermometer) survey, which 
received extensive mass media coverage. This survey was one of the first to generate relevant information on 
people's perceptions, expectations, fears, and desires after the social outbreak; during the pandemic we have 
measured mental health, economic insecurity, and employment problems.

Research Topics 
• Health Economics 
• Health
• Education Economics 
• Job 
• Genre
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MILLENNIUM NUCLEUS ON SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT DESOC

Host Institutions: 
University of Chile

Associate Researchers:
Jaime Ruiz-Tagle, Valentina Paredes, 
Susana Claro, Daniel Hojman, Verónica 
Cabezas, Álvaro Jiménez. 

Assistant Researchers:
Paola Bordón, Juan Eberhard. 

Junior Researchers: 
Beatrice Allamand. 

Senior Researchers: 
Graciela Rojas, Dante Contreras.

>> CONTACT INFORMATION:

Director:
Fabián Duarte

Acting Director:
Esteban Puentes

Contact email:
nucleodesoc@fen.uchile.cl

Phone:
+562 2978 3455

nucleodesoc.cl

>> RESEARCHERS: 

>> OUTREACH ACTIVITIES:

• Valientes (Braves), the podcast about gender gaps, is our main channel for 
scientific dissemination. In the second season, we partnered with 
Cooperativa radio (one of the most listened radio stations in the country).

• During the social outburst, we organized discussion forums on public health 
and labor relations, in those days also emerged the Termómetro Social (TS) 
survey to measure the perceptions of the moment that was lived. The two 
rounds of the TS in 2020 evaluated people's perceptions of the pandemic 
(mental health problems due to lack of income, economic uncertainty, and 
unemployment). The results of the survey were widely reported in the press.

• Together with the Center for Social Conflict and Cohesion Studies (COES, by 
its Spanish acronym) we produced a series of twelve online interviews on 
contingent issues. Both centers organized the International Conference on 
Development and Social Cohesion on the challenges associated with social 
development. This virtual conference included four keynotes and 21 
simultaneous meetings, with nearly 800 attendees.

• The seminar Social Development: Challenges and Opportunities for Chile after 
the social outbreak and pandemic discussed the present and future of the 
country. More than 100 attendees listened to presentations by three 
prominent women (including the Undersecretary of Social Development), 
focusing on Chile's social policies.

• DESOC researchers have attended more than 60 events such as international 
and national seminars, congresses, and workshops and have participated in 
more than 150 written articles and 60 radio or television interviews.

>> MAIN ACHIEVEMENTS:

• Gender gaps when choosing a university career: 
more men apply to selective careers (especially 
STEM) than more qualified women.

• The effect of co-educational schools: we have 
found that they can reduce gender gaps.

• The relevance of university prestige immediately 
after graduation and how the effect diminishes 
afterward.

• Socioeconomic gradients in child development, 
finding large socioeconomic gradients in children's 
abilities.

• The effects of pandemic and other factors on 
mental health.

• The determinant impact of non-communicable 
diseases on retirement and the pension system.

• The impact of social policies on health and social 
inequalities for women and children.

• The effects of childhood nutrition and obesity on 
education.

• The impact of ongoing reforms of the Chilean 
education system.

• How financial education plays a key role in the 
multiplicity of financial decisions people face.
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