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Good Morning!  

 
 

It is Monday, May 17, 2021, and today the Accrediting Council for Continuing Education & 

Training (ACCET) is moving forward.  
 

Since agreeing to become the 6th Executive Director in the 47-year history of ACCET a few 

weeks ago, I have been in the fortunate position to hear directly from many of the 

organization’s stakeholders, each of whom have been uniform in their support for the agency 

and sincere in their wishes to help ACCET move forward.  Through these conversations and 

downloads it has also become clear to me that beyond the world of accreditation that we 

share, the sacrifices we have all made, and the losses we have all experienced over the last 

15 months continue to weigh heavily on us as a community and much more broadly as a 

society.   
 

For many in the ACCET community, the most tragic loss over the last 15 months can be found 

in the witnessing of the doors to new opportunities being closed to students. What we know to 

be true, and I imagine why we all chose education as our calling, is that without opportunity, 

there is no hope for a better life going forward. Together, we have a chance to rekindle those 

sparks of opportunity.   
 

I absolutely recognize that what we do here as an accrediting agency is just a small part of 

the essential work that as a global society, we must take on together. But I also believe the 

reimagining of education, how it is accessed, and how it is delivered, will prove to be one of 

our most critical endeavors.  The professional staff here at ACCET and I are committed to 

implementing the strategic vision set forth by the ACCET Commission, and the continuous 

development of an innovative, high-touch, professional accreditation service program that 

provides an accountability framework, resources, and training for an emerging global learning 

community. 
 

More importantly, as I shared with the staff last week, our goal as a team is to care as much 

about the work before us as we care about one another. If we couple that commitment with 

an innovative and bold approach to peer-review, then we have a real opportunity ahead of 

us as we strive to meet the evolving needs of our students and graduates worldwide.  All of us 

have an important role to play in how we adapt our understanding of education and 

embrace the expansive roles that technology and human connection play in a global learning 

environment. 
 

It is my sincere belief that education will provide the very momentum millions of people are 

seeking as we collectively strive to exit this pandemic and move forward into something 

different, and as we all hope, something better.  
 

Today is a new beginning for all of us here at ACCET. 
 

Today, we move forward. 
 

 
 

Christopher D. Lambert 
ACCET Executive Director 

chris@accet.org 
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About ACCET 
 

 

The Accrediting Council for Continuing Education & Training (ACCET) 
Global HQ / The Roger J. Williams Building 

1722 N Street 

Washington, DC  20036 

202.955.1113 

www.accet.org 

 

Founded in 1974, the Accrediting Council for Continuing Education & Training (ACCET) has 

been continuously recognized by the U.S. Department of Education as a reliable authority on 

educational quality since 1978.   With a global reach and an expansive scope designed to 

support a diverse array of non-traditional post-secondary educational providers, ACCET strives 

to identify, evaluate, and enhance the delivery of continuing education and training through 

an independent peer-evaluation process.   

 

 

About Christopher D. Lambert / ACCET Executive Director 
chris@accet.org 

 

 

Christopher D. Lambert brings 25 years of higher education accreditation 

experience to his role as ACCET’s Executive Director(ED).  As the ED, 

Christopher is responsible for implementing the strategic vision set forth by 

the ACCET Commission and the continuous development of an innovative, 

high-touch, professional accreditation service program that provides an 

accountability framework, resources, and training for an emerging global 

learning community. Most recently during the global pandemic, 

Christopher served as an inter-agency project leader charged with the 

creation and implementation of COVID-19 regulatory protocols and procedures designed to 

support a diverse array of postsecondary education providers.  Christopher is a nationally 

recognized speaker in the United States who specializes on the evolving role of accreditation, 

innovation, accountability, and the increasingly expansive roles that technology and human 

connection play in a global learning environment. 

 

Christopher earned a Baccalaureate Degree from Indiana University of Pennsylvania and a 

Master’s Degree in Education from The Curry School of Education and Human Development 

at The University of Virginia. 
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