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INTRODUCTION 
One of the great values of preaching expositionally is that you get 
a chance to deal with all kinds of subjects.  Inevitably as the 
scriptures speak for themselves, we get a chance to cover a gamut 
of issues and theological topics.  This morning is one such 
occasion.  Our text drives us towards a topic that has stolen a lot of 
space on many Christian bookshelves…it is the end times or more 
technically, eschatology. This topic became a worldwide 
phenomenon through a certain series of books that sold millions; 
because many are interested in how it all goes down in the end.   

We often isolate the end times conversation around two major 
points, 1) is there a rapture and 2) when will Jesus actually come 
back in fullness. The rapture question is important to many 
because depending on how you answer that question then 
determines if believers will suffer the tribulation or not.   

The “when will Jesus actually come back” question is concerned 
about the millennial reign, which the millennial reign is based 
upon Rev. 20:1-10 were it speaks of a 1000 year reign of Christ 
while Satan is bound/cast into the bottomless pit.  So many believe 
Jesus will return before the 1000 year reign…Pre-millennial (Pre-
mill), while others believe he will return after the millennial 
reign…Post-millennial (Post-mill).  Then there is a third option for 
you called A-millennial, meaning there is no 1000 year reign that 
Revelation 20 is a figure of speech.   

You see the difficulty we face as we try to interpret the words of 
Jesus here in Mark, but what I don’t want to do is miss the point.  
This has been the sad state of this conversation, we often miss the 
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point and forget that all sides are equally ok to find adequate 
evidence for their conclusion. No one should break fellowship over 
these issues, but what has typically happened, we get so fixated in 
trying to answer these two questions we miss the most glaring 
reason Jesus gives us these few details…to prepare our hearts for 
suffering.  So lets us see and heed that point as we dive in to 
inspect the leaves among these giant theological trees.   

Now I must warn you, many of you will leave here this morning 
unsatisfied because I simply cannot deal with all the minute 
details.  I might not answer all the questions you have this morning 
so let me encourage you to grab a few resources—The Meaning of 
the Millennium: Four Views or let's grab coffee sometime and chat 
about the many questions that arise from this chapter in Mark. 

Let's start by framing the conversation this morning by answering 
the question, “Why does Jesus even get into this stuff?” 

THE TEMPLE (13:1–2) 
And as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, 
“Look, Teacher, what wonderful stones and what wonderful 
buildings!” 2 And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great 
buildings? There will not be left here one stone upon another that 
will not be thrown down.” 

Jesus states the temple will be destroyed—which will be held 
against him at his trial.  This signified for the disciples that the end 
was near, or certainly the end of God’s people.  The utter 
destruction Jesus alludes to must mean the end.  As the temple 
goes, so does the people of God.  The temple was no ordinary 
building, it did not just look pretty, but it was the center of life for 
God’s people.  So for it to be destroyed would mean the end.  So 
naturally Peter, James, John, and Andrew privately approach him 
and ask the question, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what 
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will be the sign when all these things are about to be 
accomplished?”   

Interesting that when Jesus predicted his death, there was not 
inquire of the time frame, but mention the temple being destroyed, 
well tell us more!  They want a sign.  So Jesus gives them many, 
some of which will be more immediate and others that seem to be 
more future orientated. 

The Signs: Great Suffering Now (13:5-23) 
5 And Jesus began to say to them, “See that no one leads you 
astray. 6 Many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and they 
will lead many astray. 7 And when you hear of wars and rumors of 
wars, do not be alarmed. This must take place, but the end is not 
yet. 8 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places; there will be 
famines. These are but the beginning of the birth pains.  

9 “But be on your guard. For they will deliver you over to 
councils, and you will be beaten in synagogues, and you will stand 
before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before 
them. 10 And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations. 
11 And when they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do not be 
anxious beforehand what you are to say, but say whatever is given 
you in that hour, for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. 
12 And brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his 
child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to 
death. 13 And you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. aBut the 
one who endures to the end will be saved.  

14 “But when you see the abomination of desolation standing 
where he ought not to be (let the reader understand), then let those 
who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 15 Let the one who is on the 
housetop not go down, nor enter his house, to take anything out, 
16 and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak. 
17 And alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are 
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nursing infants in those days! 18 Pray that it may not happen in 
winter. 19 For in those days there will be such tribulation as has not 
been from the beginning of the creation that God created until now, 
and never will be. 20 And if the Lord had not cut short the days, no 
human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect, whom 
he chose, he shortened the days. 21 And then if anyone says to you, 
‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, there he is!’ do not believe it. 
22 For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform signs 
and wonders, to lead astray, if possible, the elect. 23 But be on 
guard; I have told you all things beforehand. 

This entire chapter has 19 imperatives.  Imperatives are designed 
to give instruction; to set a course of thinking or action.  So in 
Jesus dealing with what is coming, he feels strongly to warn, 
instruct, and give clear actions.  So these verses from 5-23 are set 
off by the instruction to watch/be warned in 13:5, 9, then 23. 

Watch out that no one deceives you (13:5) 
Many will come in Jesus name saying, “I am he, and lead many 
astray.”  Be watchful, be ready for it to snuff it out immediately 
don’t be lead astray.  You have been with me, you know me!  Do 
not be alarmed at Wars, Earthquakes, Famines…oh this is where 
we see the calculators and notebooks spread out on a table with the 
newspaper tore apart documenting every natural disaster across the 
world in hopes to make a prediction.  But yet this is in response to 
the temple being destroyed, more immediate suffering, we have 
not even reached the section that has future end-time implications. 
And Jesus says not to be alarmed, another one of the many 
imperatives is this section because the end is not yet.  So don’t get 
all caught up in these rumors…As one scholar put it, “The central 
issue that Jesus addresses is not how disciples can learn the timing 
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of the end from external events but what they will do when they 
are handed over.”    He is preparing them!   1

The second watch out/be on guard warns them of the impending 
suffering that is coming. 

Watch out/ be on guard (13:9) 
Persecution is coming.  You, disciples, will be handed over and 
beaten.  Say what?!  Then we get this weird language taken from 
Daniel…The abomination of Desolation…this is crazy talk, and 
many of us perhaps have no clue what is intended with this 
statement.  It is referring to such detestable acts form someone 
within the temple that would defile it so greatly that the people are 
encouraged by God to abandon; to flee.  To not lock arms with the 
temple because of some religious obligation you think you have…
no the acts are so rival to God that the temple no longer has 
precedence, so flee, get away.  

There are perhaps two events that could fit this description , but it 2

is hard to say for sure exactly what this is referring to, though the 
hearers of Mark’s Gospel would have little difficulty 
understanding.  But the point is things are going to get worse!  So 
Jesus warns them and again reiterates that…False Christ and false 
prophets will arise so once again… 

Watch out/be on your guard (13:23) 
Jesus what care and concern says, I have told you beforehand, so 
you are able to watch out! There is an overwhelming Pastoral feel 
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to this text.  Jesus is preparing his followers for the difficult times 
ahead.  (Audio ends here!)  

He even says to pray, another imperative, that all this he has told 
them, would not happen in winter and feels particularly sorrowful 
for pregnant women and nursing infants.  Jesus is overwhelmingly 
pastoring his people, even us today.  Don't hear doom and gloom 
but hear your God, our shepherd lovingly telling them and us the 
truth, but wait there’s more! 

The Signs: Jesus is Coming (13:24-31) 
24 “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be 

darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 25 and the stars will 
be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be 
shaken. 26 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds 
with great power and glory. 27 And then he will send out the angels 
and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth 
to the ends of heaven.  

28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch 
becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is 
near. 29 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know 
that he is near, eat the very gates. 30 Truly, I say to you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 
31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 

The coming of the Son of Man is to generate praise, we will not be 
left to suffer long, he will come.  He will not leave us be but will 
come in great power, after the tribulation.  Brother and sisters don't 
get caught up with the notion we somehow get to skip out on 
suffering, it will come and does come. But our loving Savior 
comes with greater power and greater victory, so be on guard, be 
watchful.  See these signs as pointing toward him the great Son of 
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Man coming in the clouds with great power and glory to gather his 
elect, his people!  

Let these signs, much like the fig tree when it puts out leaves, 
prepare you for the difficult days ahead but also generate praise 
that He is near!  If that does not clarify the purpose behind this 
section well the next few verses will…  

THE POINT (13:32-37) 
 32 “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even 
the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on 
guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come. 
34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and 
puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to stay awake. 35 Therefore stay awake—for you do not 
know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 
midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning— 36 lest he 
come suddenly and find you asleep. 37 And what I say to you I say 
to all: Stay awake.” 

Stay Awake, you don’t know the time!  You have a task, peach the 
gospel to all nations, be about your work and don’t be found 
asleep.  It amazes me that Jesus states that even he does not know 
the hour, so I am pretty sure I am not trusting some fool locked in a 
basement blogging about such and such date will be the return of 
Christ. Instead, I will heed the words of Christ and… 

Stay Awake and preach the gospel to all nations in all 
circumstances. 

You see Jesus extends this intimate conversation with Peter, James, 
John, and Andrew to us all…“what I say to you I say to all: Stay 
awake!” 
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Stay Awake and preach the gospel to all nations in all 
circumstances. 

“Busying oneself with calculations about dates is thus a fruitless 
exercise that can only distract from the mission that God has called 
the church to do—to preach the gospel. God does not require a 
studious deciphering of international threats and natural disasters 
but spiritual vigilance that makes one ready for Christ’s return 
whenever he comes.”  3

Suffering is coming, but Jesus is also coming.  This is an 
encouragement to the believer but terrifying for the non-believer.  
You see Jesus is coming, and the suffering discussed in this chapter 
will fade away at that glorious return for those who through faith 
and repentance in Christ have trusted him!  Suffering ends and the 
glorious Savior is praised, for the believer, but at his return, the 
non-believer must deal with his judgment. 

      Garland, Mark, 500.3
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