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By Lauren Bertolini
Asst. news editor

For the first time in more than 100 
years, an external candidate was 
given the position of dean of Syracuse 
University’s L.C. Smith College of 
Engineering and Computer Science.

Laura Stein-
berg will start in 
the position Aug. 
1, after a 10-month 
dean search, said 
Vice Chancellor 
and Provost Eric 
Spina. Steinberg is 
currently a profes-
sor and chair of the 

Department of Environmental and 
Civil Engineering at Southern Meth-

By Megan Saucke
Asst. copy editor

A fire started on the front porch of 
the second floor of 742 Euclid Ave. at 
approximately 3 a.m. Wednesday, as 
seven students slept in the house. 

Four people on the first floor and 
three people on the second floor 
had been sleeping when the fire 
started and spread through the 
second floor and attic. Three stu-
dents were treated and released for 
smoke inhalation early Wednesday 
morning.

A female escaped the second floor 
by jumping out the window, said Lt. 
Ken Heffernan, a fire investigator 
with the Syracuse Fire Depart-
ment. She suffered bruises and was 
treated for smoke inhalation, but 
she didn’t break any bones. A male 
was rescued by a fire ladder and 

also suffered smoke inhalation. 
The other female students got down 
through the stairs and suffered 
bruises and smoke inhalation.

Phil Barber, a resident of the 
house and a graduate student at 
the State University of New York 
College of Environmental Sci-
ence and Forestry, said he wasn’t 
sure exactly when the fire started 
because they had been asleep since 
midnight. 

He said they got out of the house 
just after 3 a.m. One of the down-
stairs residents had heard the 
cracking and the popping of the 
wood upstairs and woke people up.

They then heard the residents 
upstairs screaming, he said.

“We couldn’t get up there 
because of the flames, so we had to 
leave the house,” he said.

By the time they got outside, the 
fire department was already there, 
and the block was closed off. The 
fire department received the 911 
call at 3:06 a.m., Heffernan said. 

Barber said the residents didn’t 
have time to grab any belongings, 
but the damage was mostly in the 
common areas so valuables like 
computers weren’t destroyed.

“Thanks to whomever it was 
who called 911, because otherwise 
it could have been a lot worse,” 
Barber said.

The house pets, two ferrets, two 
dogs and one cat, survived. One 
student’s gecko died.

Mariama Sidique, a student who 
lives across the street from the 
house, heard commotion around 3 
a.m. She said she could hear people 
yelling in the house and saw a 

group of people watching from the 
sidewalk. Her roommate immedi-
ately called 911. Passersby on the 
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Hard to stop
sU senior Mike Leveille has
become a complicated player
for opposing defenses to figure  
out in his final season. Page 24
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Genome genius
J. craig Venter, first human to 
have his own genome mapped, 
to dedicate the new Life 
sciences complex. Page 3
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Texas school 

Euclid house fire sends three to hospital
SU changes 
calendar for 
2009-10 year 

see dean page 6

see calendar page 8

a.j. chavar | staff photographer
seven students were sleeping in their home in the 700 block of euclid Avenue when a fire broke out on the second floor porch, quickly 
spreading to the common rooms and attic. three students were sent to the hospital and treated for smoke inhalation.

see fire page 9
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Donation for Dubai
Alum’s $5 million donation 
supports six-week summer 
internship program in dubai. 
Page 3

By Stephanie Musat
Asst. news editor

For the 2009-10 academic year, fall 
semester classes will end a day later, 
pushing reading days and final exam-
inations to the Monday of that week, 
rather than Friday of the previous 
week.

This is the only change for that 
year’s academic calendar, which was 
released Tuesday by the Academic 
Calendar Committee (ACC).

“Some faculty feel strongly that we 
shouldn’t have days off, especially in 
the beginning of the semester,” said 
Maureen Breed, university registrar 
and chair of the ACC. “It takes away 
from the learning process.”

The schedules for spring and sum-

the fire occured at 742 euclid 
Ave., between Maryland and 
Lancaster Avenues.
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W e e k e n d  e V e n T S
What: Commencement Rehearsal  
When: 10 a.m. Thursday
Where: Carrier Dome
How much: Free 
 
What: UC Graduation Celebration
When: 6 p.m. Thursday
Where: Hendricks Chapel
How much: Free 

What: Senior Celebration
When: 9 p.m. Thursday
Where: OnCenter
How much: Free 

What: Honors Program Convocation
When: 5 p.m. Friday
Where: Hendricks Chapel
How much: Free 

What: “Sweeney Todd”
When: 8 p.m. Friday
Where: Arthur Storch Theatre
How much: $18

What: “The Fantasticks”
When: 8 p.m. Friday
Where: Syracuse Stage
How much: $22  
 
What: Convocations 
When: All day Saturday
Where: Various
How much: Free 

What: Commencement Eve  
             Dinner Dance
When: 7 p.m. Saturday
Where: Carrier Dome
How much: $40 

What: SU 154th Commencement
When: 9:30 a.m. Sunday
Where: Carrier Dome
How much: Free 

The Daily Orange is published weekdays during 
the Syracuse University academic year by The 
Daily Orange Corp., 744 Ostrom Ave., Syracuse, 
NY 13210. All contents Copyright 2305 by The 
Daily Orange Corp. and may not be reprinted 
without the expressed written permission of the 
editor in chief. The Daily Orange is distributed 
on and around campus with the first two copies 
complimentary. Each additional copy costs $1. 
The Daily Orange is in no way a subsidy or associ-
ated with Syracuse University.

All contents © 2306 The Daily Orange Corporation

C o n Ta C T  U S
Editor@dailyorange.com

News@dailyorange.com

Pulp@dailyorange.com

Sports@dailyorange.com

Opinion@dailyorange.com

Design@dailyorange.com

Photo@dailyorange.com

Ads@dailyorange.com

EDITORIAL 
315 443 9798 
 
BUSINESS 
315 443 2315 
 
GENERAL FAX 
315 443 3689 
 
ADVERTISING 
315 443 9794 
 
CLASSIFIED ADS 
315 443 2869

Ta l k  T o  U S
If you have a story idea or news tip,        
e-mail ideas@dailyorange.com

If you find errors in a story, e-mail 
corrections@dailyorange.com

We always need new contributors to 
all sections. No experience required. 
E-mail editor@dailyorange.com
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T h I S  d aY  I n  h I S T o r Y

Music,
1970
The

 Beatles 
release 

their “Let it 
Be” album.  

V-E Day,
1945

Allied troops 
declare vic-

tory over 
Nazis in 
Europe. 

Atlanta,
1886 

Coca-Cola 
flavor syrup 
invented by 

John
Pemberton.

Palo Alto,
1846 

The first 
major battle 
of the Mexi-
can War is 

faught. 

MEN’S LACROSSE 
Sun., May 11 
vs. Canisius 
@ 7:30 p.m., Carrier Dome 
 
SOFTBALL 
Fri., May 9 
BIG EAST Championship 
@ 2:30 p.m., TBA  
 
MEN’S ROWING 
Sat., May 10  
Packard Cup (Dartmouth)  
@ All day, Hanover, N.H.   

WOMEN’S LACROSSE 
Sun., May 11 
vs. Towson 
@ 3:30 p.m., Carrier Dome

TRACK & FIELD 
Sat. May 17 
Outdoor Championships 
@ TBA

WOMEN’S ROWING 
Sun., May 18 
Eastern Springs 
@ All day, Camden, N.J.

U . S .  &  W o r l d  n e W S
compiled by megan saucke

Myanmar death toll higher 
than first estimate
The death toll from the cyclone 
in Myanmar may be more than 
100,000, a senior U.S. diplmat 
said Wednesday. The estimate 
is based on data from an inter-
national non-governmental 
organization. Cyclone Nargis 
destroyed about 95 percent of 
the buildings in the Irrawaddy 
delta region Friday and Satur-
day. There were 150 mph winds, 
12-foot storm surges and nearly 
2,000 square miles of the delta 
are still underwater. The United 
Nations estimates that there 
are one million homeless in 
Myanmar and people are scram-
bling for limited food supplies. 
The United States has pledged 
$3.25 million in aid.

Gay student banned 
from high school prom
The American Civil Liberties 
Union is up in arms over a 
recent case in Amite, Lousiana. 
The principal of Loranger High 
School banned a gay student 
from the prom because she 
wanted to bring a female to the 
prom as her date. The principal 
claimed that she was doing it to 
protect the event from bullying 
and fighting for security rea-
sons. Students were required to 
submit forms to request permis-
sion to bring dates from other 
schools. The student’s date was 
rejected just days before the 
prom. The ACLU of Louisiana 
said that there had been other 
cases of gay students being 
banned from proms at other 
Louisiana schools.

96 arrested in San 
diego drug sting
Seventy-five students and 21 
others were arrested this week 
after a six-month undercover drug 
investigation. The investigation, 
which centered on San Diego 
State University, involved seven 
fraternity houses which were 
infiltrated by undercover agents. 
Police raids recovered 50 pounds 
of marijuana, 48 marijuana plants, 
350 ecstasy pills, 30 vials of 
hasish oil, cocain, psychedelic 
mushrooms, methamphetamine 
and illicit prescription drugs.

stephen dockery | photo editor
MARVIN DRUGER taught his last class of Biology 123 (Introductory Biology) April 28 in Gifford 
Auditorium. The 74-year-old professor has been teaching at Syracuse University for 45 years, 
and is the Meredith Professor for Teaching Excellence and chair of the department of science 
teaching at SU. He will be on research leave next year, with plans to work with 12 doctoral stu-
dents. His book, “The Misadventures of Marvin: Lessons in Life,” will be published soon, and 
he donated money to start the Marvin Druger Recognition Fund, which will gain a place for his 
name in the new Life Sciences Complex. The building is set to open up for student and faculty 
use this coming July.
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By Lauren Bertolini
Asst. news editor

Syracuse University alumnus Abdal-
lah H. Yabroudi recently pledged $5 
million to create the Abdallah H. 
Yabroudi Endowed Professorship, 
which will finance the recruitment 

of a specialized 
faculty position 
in the Depart-
ment of Civil and 
Environmental 
E n g i n e e r i n g , 
according to the 
SU Web site.

After his most 
recent donation, 

Yabroudi is now the largest donor in 
the L.C. Smith College of Engineer-
ing and Computer Science history, 
having committed more than $2 
million in the past.

His recent donation will support 
an internship opportunity that 
sends six L.C. Smith students to 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates, for 
a six-week long summer program, 
according to the Web site. 

“It is an incredible program, if 
you want to be an engineer who 

works in infrastructure.” said Vice 
Chancellor and Provost Eric Spina. 
“There is nowhere in the world that 
is any better for you to go and get 
experience than in Dubai.”

Six students from universities in 
the U.A.E. will join those from SU 
to work at Dubai Contracting Com-
pany (DCC), where Yabroudi serves 
as chairman, according to the Web 
site. The company has committed to 
fund the entire cost of the program 
and has remodeled the headquar-

By Heather Mayer
Copy editor

The scientist who was the first to 
have his own genome mapped will 
speak at Syracuse University’s 
Life Sciences Complex dedication 
ceremony in November. 

J. Craig Venter was chosen by a 
group of faculty in the life sciences 
department with the goal of invit-
ing a speaker who has something 
engaging and provocative to say, 
said Cathryn Newton, dean of The 
College of Arts and Sciences.

“We want to highlight someone 
whose own work was edgy and of 
the highest caliber,” she said. 

Venter recently published his 
autobiography, “A Life Decoded: 
My Genome, My Life,” and found-
ed the nonprofit J. Craig Venter 
Institute, which is dedicated to 
the acceleration of the study of 
genomics, or genetic mapping of 
organisms. 

While several potential speak-
ers rose to the top of the list, New-
ton said, there came the issue of 

availability for the Nov. 7 dedica-
tion date. She would not give the 
names of the other possible key-
note speakers.

“We’re so excited (about Ven-
ter),” she said. “…We don’t want 
to create a difficult climate for the 
speaker.” 

Newton said this is a standard 
process when selecting speakers 
for any Arts and Sciences event, 
including Freshman Forum. 

Although the Life Sciences 
Complex will open in July, Newton 
decided to make the dedication in 
November to ensure the transition 
into the new building is complete. 

“We want the building to be 
fully alive and activated,” she said. 

November is also when the 
board of trustees has its fall meet-
ing, which will be in attendance. 
The Nov. 7 date was a university-
wide decision, Newton said.

The dean, who will be stepping 
down at the end of this semester, 
will attend the dedication ceremo-

e n g i n e e r i n g

Alum donates $5 million 
to honor past professors

a r t s  &  s c i e n c e s

Speaker announced for 
Life Sciences dedication

see dubai page 7

see life sciences page 4

ben addonizio | staff photographer
Redhouse, a community theater on the corner of Armory square, provides local artists and musicians a 
venue for small-scale performances, due to its intimate floor plan consisting of only 89 velvet red seats.

see redhouse page 8

‘the little theater that could’
By Chase W. Wright

Contributing writer

t
he red, brick building stands at 
the corner of a bustling inter-
section on the edge of Armory 
Square. Once known as the 

Hotel Victor, it was a nightly home 
for prostitutes and their suitors. For 
a time, it sat crumbling at its founda-
tion like so many surrounding build-
ings. While some call it a degrading 
piece of history, Laura Austin calls 
it home. 

And she’s not the only one. In 2002, 

Austin and a group of local artists 
began a campaign to turn the former 
brothel into a house for the arts. After 
two years and $1.4 million in renova-
tions, the Redhouse opened its doors 
to the public. 

The intimate space is far from 
conventional. Eighty-nine velvet red 
seats are separated into four rows 
and stand just 10 feet away from the 
stage. Patrons say witnessing a per-
formance is like watching live TV. 

“Our space defines everything we 
do,” Austin said. “We tend to do small-

er pieces, pieces that lend themselves 
to really tight focus and examina-
tion.”

In addition to contemporary the-
ater and cinema, Redhouse also offers 
performances from musicians both 
locally and internationally known. 
One of Redhouse’s many stairwells 
holds a wall covered by the signatures 
of these musicians, along with senti-
mental pieces they’ve left behind.

There’s also an interactive aspect 
to Redhouse. Guests can sign up for a 

yabRoudi

Yabroudi’S  
prior donationS
■ $1 million — scholarship 
fund for palestinian students 
to attend su
■  $400,000 — Civil and envi-
ronmental engineering pro-
gram support Fund
■  $300,000 — funds to honor 
professors samuel Clemence 
and James Mandel
■ $310,000 — funds to sup-
port the Middle eastern stud-
ies program 

Downtown’s Redhouse moves forward despite financial setbacks
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ny and anticipates a good turnout based on the 
site dedication several years ago, which had 
hundreds of people. 

The dedication ceremony will not only fea-
ture Venter’s keynote address but also will 
include tours of the new building, laboratory 
demonstrations and discussions about life sci-
ences. Although Venter’s schedule is not final-
ized yet, he is committed to participating in 
several activities, Newton said. 

Newton envisions a day of learning and 
discussion between the renowned scientist and 
life sciences research students. 

“I hope there is a spirit of open discourse, 
which defines the discovery in the sciences,” 
she said. “…We want a lot of student contact.” 

Venter was not available for comment.
hlmayer@syr.edu

life sciences
f r o m  p a g e  3

stephen dockery | photo editor
tHE LifE SciEncES compLEx is set to open in July, but the dedication ceremony won’t be held until Nov. 7. This is to ensure that 
the students and faculty can transition into the new building and the board of trustees will be able to attend the kickoff ceremony.
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I was talking to a friend jokingly 
that architect Ieoh Ming Pei, 
more commonly know as I.M. 

Pei, was “the man” because he 
designs sweet buildings like the 
Washington Memorial, Mount 
Vesuvius and the Statue of Liberty.

Just kidding. Architect majors, 
chill. 

But then I found out he 
designed Syracuse University’s 
Bird Library, the one and only. 
And let me just say, what a lack-
luster accomplishment. That’s 
the business equivalent of being 
the CEO of General Electric Co. 
and then transferring to the Utica 
branch of Dunder-Miff lin. 

Seriously though, our library is 
flawed for use in the 21st century.

First off, the only time it’s open 

24 hours is during the last two 
weeks of every semester. Other col-
leges feature 24-hour libraries year 
round, which makes sense because 
college kids have some erratic 
sleeping habits, to say the least.

So my advice to the SU adminis-
tration: open it up. Seriously, when 
you just get done watching LOST at 
11 p.m. or get back from the gym at 
10:30 p.m. and want to shower before 
studying, you can’t because the 
library closes by midnight — some 
nights even earlier. That’s where the 
university seemingly says, “Good 
luck writing your paper to your 
neighbors blasting the New Dirt 
Nasty song!”

Another issue with studying 
in the library is the shortage of 
electrical outlets. I counted them 

the other day, and I believe there 
were 23 total. That’s certainly not 
nearly enough to fill the needs of 
your average college student. 

It’s fine though, it’s not like we use 
electricity to study. We don’t need to 
go on Blackboard. Or write papers. 
Or use Excel for anything. Or book 
some faces to keep in touch with the 
peeps.

Maybe in the 1950s students’ 
electrical needs were met by the 
building, but now you have to wait 
in line, like you had to for Nas 
tickets, to get a spot in the lounge 
with a plug. I know wiring is dif-
ficult, and it’s not an easy problem 

to solve, but it is necessary. I would 
go more often and probably get 
more done if they had more spaces 
that were functional.

Which brings me to my last 
point: space. The university has 
been growing since my freshman 
year, the biggest class ever until 
the class of 2010, and we’re still 
getting bigger. With the more 
students at SU, the library often-
times becomes cramped, especial-
ly at the end of the semester, when 
you need to use its resources the 
most. 

Though the tables on the middle 
of f loors two through five are 
typically vacant, it’s because the 
lack of power I already mentioned. 
We’re addressing housing needs 
with the new dorm in front of 

DellPlain and additional housing 
efforts in the works, but we’re still 
not addressing the need to study 
and/or socialize at the Library. 

Don’t get me wrong, the new 
Pages café was a good idea, and both 
students and faculty have used it. 
However, other improvements are 
necessary to renovate the space for 
use in the future. 

My best case scenario would 
be to knock it down and build 
another one that is bigger, better 
and blacker. Wait, that’s a Chris 
Rock line…my bad. But you know 
what I mean. The library is ugly, 
outdated and no longer fulfills 
our needs. So let’s upgrade it.

Eric Reitz is a junior television, 
radio and film major. He can be 

reached at ewreitz@syr.edu.
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Copy Center employee nominated for Leukemia Society award
By Max Woolley

Staff writer

When Barbara Stivenson tried to bring flowers 
to the hospitalized wife of a co-worker, she found 
out the hospital doesn’t allow flowers in the 
rooms of leukemia patients.

“I brought flowers, but when someone has 
leukemia, the pesticides in flowers would hurt 
them because you strip the immune system 
down to nothing,” Stivenson said. “I come in 
with a big basket of flowers, and you can’t have 
that — it’s like skulls and crossbones.”

So six years ago, Stivenson became involved 
in promoting awareness and raising money 
for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) 
of Central New York. She started with work-
ing on Light the Night, an annual promotion 
run by LLS in which different groups march 
downtown, holding red balloons for supporters 
and white balloons for survivors. The groups 
also pass out information during the event. 
Now Stivenson is in the running for the LLS of 
Central New York Woman of the Year Award.

“She has been sending letters to get dona-
tions and has a Web site,” said Kristen Duggleby, 
the campaign director at LLS.  “She has been 

collecting auction items, and she has just been 
extremely accessible in her efforts.”

Stivenson sees how debilitating leukemia is, 
especially for children.

“The biggest reason I do this is when I look 
at the faces,” she said. “There is a little boy and 
girl of the year, they are sick with leukemia. No 
parents want their kids to play with kids who 
have cancer. That’s the kind of stuff that just 
kills you. I work with college kids every day and 
I think, ‘What happens if you had been sick and 
didn’t have the chance to go (to college)?’” 

A woman at SU was already involved with 
LLS and running the university’s branch of 
Light the Night, but there was room for improve-
ment.

Stivenson attended the event six years ago, 
but only five people from SU showed up. The 
State University of New York Upstate Medi-
cal University had 80 people with matching 
T-shirts, she said.

The next year, Stivenson took over the event.
“We got 50 shirts from Office of Student Life, 

and we got 30 people to go with orange on and we 
became connected,” she said. “We began run-
ning it every year after that. It got bigger and 

bigger, and last year we had 300 people.”
Stivenson was nominated for Woman of the 

Year for her work with Light the Night. The 
candidates for the award all raise money in a 
nine-week campaign, and the man and woman 
who raise the most money win. In the past 
three years of competition, 32 candidates raised 
$379,000.

The campaign culminates Wednesday with 
a silent auction in Skaneateles, N.Y. The candi-
dates have to bring in the auction items. Stiv-
enson will provide an overnight at the Renais-
sance, dinner at the Sheraton, coffee and wine 
baskets and she is also looking for donations 
from the SU Athletics Department.

She’s raised $6,500, with $5,000 coming from 
Chancellor Nancy Cantor. Donations can still 
be made to her campaign at http://www.active.
com/donate/cnymwoy05/cnyBStiven. 

Stivenson is the most recent member of SU 
to be involved in the Man or Woman of the Year 
campaign. Michael Flusche, former associate 
vice chancellor for academic affairs and associ-
ate professor of history, won the title in 2005; 
Rick Wright from the S.I. Newhouse School 
of Public Communications ran in 2006; and 

Suzanne Thorin, head of Bird Library ran in 
2007. 

“We are very lucky to have had a candidate 
run from SU for the last three years,” Duggleby 
said. “She is very instrumental with the Light 
the Night walk and is very enthusiastic. She 
helps us spread the word and also has raised a 
great deal of funds to support our mission.”

mwwoolle@syr.edu

“The biggest reason I do 
this is when I look at the 
faces. There is a little boy 
and girl of the year, they 
are sick with leukemia. 
No parents want their 
kids to play with kids 
who have cancer.”

Barbara Stivenson
Schine copy center employee

odist University in Dallas.
Steinberg’s first visit to campus was for a 

private interview during the winter.
“I have to say that I had a hunch that this 

might all work out and after my initial private 
interview I went over to the bookstore and 
bought a Syracuse T-shirt,” she said.

She will replace the current interim dean 
Shiu-Kai Chin. Chin took over for Spina when 
he left to take his new position as Vice Chan-
cellor and Provost in June 2006. 

Four candidates were brought to SU’s cam-
pus throughout the spring semester for public 
interviews. Spina said Steinberg’s variety of 
experiences in the software industry, as an 
academic and with the Department of Home-
land Security, made her a viable candidate.

“If you take a look at her background, she 
recognizes that engineering is playing an 
increasingly critical role in advancing soci-
ety,” Spina said. “It’s not just about the techni-
cal side of engineering, there is the other side 
of policies and how you manage technology.”

Spina said he hopes her view on the field of 
engineering will translate to the students.

“We need to make certain that (students) 

are very good technically, but we also need 
to make certain that they have a broader 
knowledge so that they can be leaders when 
they graduate,” he said.

Steinberg said her work focuses on the 
intersection of technology with civil and 
engineering policy, experience that has led 
to plans for collaboration with the Maxwell 
School of Citizenship and Public Affairs. 

When she starts in August, Steinberg will 
be the fourth woman to serve as dean of a top 
research institute for engineering or com-
puter science, Spina said. 

“I am honored to be in this very small 
group of women, of engineering deans in the 
country,” Steinberg said. “There are only 40 
deans in the country out of 350 schools, I think 
the numbers growing every year, and I’m 
pleased to be in that early group.”

Steinberg said she’s excited to expand the 
faculty and collaborations with other schools 
and colleges. 

“I think an advantage that a dean from the 
outside brings is that I don’t know what the 
rules are,” she said. “I might inadvertently 
come up against them, and so maybe I can do 
some innovative things that someone more 
familiar with the system may feel uncomfort-
able doing.”

lrbertol@syr.edu

dean
f r o m  p a g e  1

EAT ROUND
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Program offers summer business experience
By Rebekah Jones

Staff Writer

Sixteen undergraduates from across Central 
and upstate New York will join the Martin J. 
Whitman School of Management for the second 
annual Summer Experience in Business for 
Undergraduates (SEBU) program — and not one 
of them is a business student.

Whitman offers a two-week “mini-MBA,” 
providing free room, board, transportation and 
an additional $1,000 to participating students, 
said Melvin Stith, the dean of Whitman. Stu-
dents involved in the program are from Syra-
cuse University, Cornell University, Fordham 
University, Binghamton University and the 
State University of New York at Geneseo.

“SEBU is a wonderful addition to our activi-
ties,” Stith said. “So many times students think 
you need a business undergrad degree to get an 
MBA (Master of Business Administration), but 
this program offers students the chance to get 
real experience in the business field.”

Last year, the Whitman School welcomed the 
16 accepted students with a barbeque at the dean’s 
house with Stith and other Whitman faculty. 

“The Stiths invited all participants, includ-
ing the faculty, into their home for an afternoon 
barbeque,” said Kate Conetta, a Fordham Uni-
versity economics major and former participant 
in SEBU.  “In my entire life of education, I have 
never felt so comfortable around administrators 
before.”

Stith began the program last year as an 
opportunity for non-business students to become 
involved with the MBA program.

“I just thought that it would be nice to start a 
relationship with the liberal arts schools in New 

York,” Stith said. “We had a great class last year. 
We could not have asked for a better group of 
young men and women.”

Alex Regenstreich, a senior information man-
agement and technology major at SU, changed his 
career goals after attending SEBU. 

“I decided to participate for the learning 
experience and extra cash for the summer,” 
Regenstreich said. “The experience is extensive 
and challenging, but it’s designed that way for 
a purpose. You aren’t just lounging around, 
you’re exposed to a jam packed schedule with 
seminars lasting all day and you’re expected to 
be alert and ready to learn.”

Students attending SEBU stay in Haven Hall 
and attend eight hours of seminars and lectures 
daily. Whitman professors and local business 
leaders expose undergraduate students to mar-
keting, human resources, accounting, finance 
and “everything you need to know to be in 
business,” said Ravi Shulka, associate dean of 
Whitman and co-coordinator of SEBU. 

“We’re trying to entice them into the busi-
ness program,” Shulka said. “Many of these 
students would add value to society if they went 
into business.”

Jade Gardener, a human development and soci-
ology major, said she decided to participate in the 
program because it is geared toward non-business 
majors, while other programs like it are only 
available to students in the business field.

“The program is also short yet dense and 
diverse enough to give a grandeur idea of what 
the MBA entails as well as a short synopsis of 
some of the preparations and expectations for a 
Business Masters Degree,” she said.

During the last two days of SEBU, students 

are assigned into groups to develop business 
plans which they present the last night of their 
stay. An award ceremony concludes the pro-
gram, ranking the business plans after they 
are judged by local business professionals and 
Whitman faculty.

Students who finished the program last year 
and those who continue to participate will be 
put at the top of the list for financial aid pack-
ages if they choose to apply to the Whitman 
MBA program, Stith said. 

“The business career path has always been a 
part of my personal plan since I was younger, but 
the pursuit of an MBA has shifted in and out of 
the plan throughout my collegiate career,” Gar-
dener said. “I knew that there was a reason I was 
exposed to the program, and lessons learned in 
these coming two weeks may really help dictate 
the direction of my academic, business careers 
and personal life.”

rdjone03@syr.edu

dailyorange.com

building to include both classroom and office 
areas for the students. 

Juniors and seniors are eligible to apply for 
the program, which will give them academic 
and hands-on experience at one of the DCC 
worksites. 

The program honors two of Yabroudi’s for-
mer professors, Samuel Clemence and James 
Mandel, according to the Web site.

Faculty from SU traveled to Dubai to help 
develop a curriculum for the program. Spina 
made one of the trips and spoke confidently of 
the influence Yabroudi will have on traveling 
students. 

“Our students who go over there, after 
they’re done with that internship, not only will 
they be knowledgeable about their craft, they 
will come back here and absolutely be gobbled 
up by companies when they graduate,” he said.

lrbertol@syr.edu

dubai
f r o m  p a g e  3

“You aren’t just lounging 
around, you’re exposed 
to a jam packed schedule 
with seminars lasting 
all day and you’re 
expected to be alert 
and ready to learn.”

Alex Regenstreich
Senior information management 

and technology major



8  m a y  8 ,  2 0 0 8 n e w s @ d a i l y o r a n g e . c o m

calendar
f r o m  p a g e  1

redhouse
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number of artistic classes with trained profes-
sionals, toast champagne with the regulars in 
the art gallery overlooking the stage or settle 
at the bar for a glass of Merlot. 

Redhouse offers a diverse mix of activities 
for any patron of the arts, but it hasn’t always 
been easy to find funding. Redhouse has seen 
three administrations come and go, staff 
members laid off, a two-thirds budget cut and 
a name change that omitted the “the” before 
Redhouse. The administration is still having 
trouble getting the new name to stick. 

Thomas Tarbox has been production man-
ager for “the little theater that could” since 
2004. He has yet to see it turn a profit. 

“We’re always in the red,” he said ear-
nestly. 

Redhouse’s tight budget has turned Tar-
box into a packrat, collecting miscellaneous 
objects that may or may not be useable from 
local shops and thrift stores. 

The basement of Redhouse, no more than 
six feet high, is littered with makeshift props 
created from salvaged wood and a table saw 
that seems oddly out of place. Old, leaky paint 
cans donated by Purcell’s Paint and Wallpaper 
Co. are stacked together in a corner.

“We’re pretty good at begging, borrow-
ing and stealing things people are no longer 
using,” Tarbox said. “Theater people are able 
to make things look pretty grandiose when the 

budget may be only $100.”
Tarbox recalled the time he found an old, 

moldy sofa at an underground market, which 
he bought for about $2. With a little cleaning, 
some new fabric and a few hours of his time, 
Tarbox turned the sofa into a prop for one of 
Redhouse’s many performances. The old sofa 
is one of Tarbox’s proudest finds.

It certainly takes more than donations 
from a wealthy board of trustees to keep a 
local, nonprofit theater sustainable. 

“Time is really the only cost most small 
theaters have,” Tarbox says. 

Now in its fourth administration, Redhouse 
has found creative ways to market itself and 
sell tickets to shows. Word-of-mouth is spread-
ing. The four colorful chalkboards that list 
the theater’s upcoming events invite outsider’s 
intrigue, as do the two mannequins posing atop 
the roof of the three-story art house. 

Just don’t come in when the red light 
outside the building is on. That’s Redhouse’s 
signal for when artists are at work.

cwwright@syr.edu

mer 2010 are unchanged from previous calen-
dars. 

These changes are a result of two religious 
holidays — Eid Ul-Fitr Sept. 21 and Yom Kip-
pur Sept. 28 — which fall on two consecutive 
Mondays in September, requiring changes for 
the end of the fall semester.

Fall classes will end Mon., Dec. 14, instead 
of the previous Friday. One-half of a reading 
day will be eliminated.

The morning of Dec. 15 will be a reading 
period, with examinations scheduled for that 
afternoon. 

The last final examinations will fall on 
Mon., Dec. 21 instead of the previous Friday. 

Breed is the chair of the 11-person commit-
tee which has been working with the 2009-10 
calendar since last October. 

The committee met with the Chancellor’s 

Cabinet, the Dean’s Council and the Academic 
Coordinating Committee before receiving 
feedback from university faculty and stu-
dents. After assessing input, the committee 
developed the calendar and submitted its final 
report to Vice Chancellor and Provost Eric 
Spina, who reviewed and approved the final 
calendar.  

“Whenever we can make things better for 
people, we’re definitely interested in that, it’s 
just that can’t be the driving force,” Breed 
said. “We have to make sure it works for the 
whole university.”

In January, the ACC asked students for 
feedback on the academic calendar. The com-
mittee looked at the suggestions and tried to 
incorporate student concerns into the calen-
dar.

Some of the suggestions were to extend 
Thanksgiving Break to a week and to start 
classes after Labor Day, but theses changes 
have not been instituted on the calendar. 

sdmusat@syr.edu

“Theater people are able 
to make things look 
pretty grandiose when the 
budget may be only $100.”

Thomas Tarbox
Production manager for redhouse
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sidewalk had also called 911.
“The roof was on fire for a while,” Sidique 

said. The fire trucks were still outside when 
she was awake at 5:30 a.m.

Shannon Romeling, an ESF student who 
was sleeping on the first floor, said the fire-
fighters were hosing the house for at least an 
hour and a half. She said it took longer than 
usual to put out the flames because the house 
was on a steep hill. Barber said the house-
mates were outside until almost 6 a.m.

The cause of the fire is still under investi-
gation, Heffernan said. Romeling and Barber 
said there were no candles or grills on the 
porch, and they don’t have any idea how the 
fire started.

Paula Howell, who owns the house and 
rents it to students, said she is not yet sure of 
the damage costs, and the insurance inspec-
tor will be visiting the house in the next few 
days.

The structure is a “total loss” because of 
the extensive damage to the second floor and 
attic, Heffernan said.

Howell intends to continue renting to stu-
dents no matter what the cause of the fire 
turns out to be.

“Accidents happen,” Howell said. “We’re 
just glad that everybody’s safe.”

mcsaucke@syr.edu

fire
f r o m  p a g e  1

aj chavar | staff photographer
Four photos stitched together show the scene on the 700 block of Euclid Avenue. The Syracuse Fire Department arrived at the 
house after receiving a 911 call at 3:06 a.m. A neighbor and several people standing on the sidewalk called in to the fire department.
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the town bike by allison black | blackdoodle.com then rob fay | jerkart.com

ËFriday Happy Hour - No cover! 
ËFree food 5-7 p.m.
Ë$3 pitchers and more specials

21 & over. Please drink responsibly. Donʼt drink and drive.

MAGGIES
Restaurant & Sports Bar

161 Marshall Street
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dinosaur comics by ryan north | qwantz.com

the perry bible felloship by nick gurewitch | pbfcomics.com
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His born

Senior Chris Ventura documents his trip to Texas in search 
to find his biological mother in “Baby Boy Clemmer” 

By Erinn Connor
Asst. feAture editor

C hris Ventura swings 
underneath the big, blue 
Texas sky, in the middle of 
a playground. He pushes 

his feet against the woodchips, look-
ing down and tightly grasping the 
chains of the swing.

In a turquoise polo shirt, the 
21-year-old Ventura looks like a child 
again, amongst the monkey bars and 
jungle gym. A lost child waiting for 
someone to find him.

A car pulls up, and Ventura gets 
up and begins walking toward the 
parking lot, slowly. He’s nervous. A 
woman steps out of the car and begins 
walking toward Ventura.

“Hi,” Ventura says, with a bit of a 
relieved laugh. He’s found her, finally. 
He’s found his mother — his biologi-
cal mother.

But before there are any other 
reactions — tears of joy, a smile, a hug 
— everything goes black. The words 
“Baby Boy Clemmer” flash across the 
screen, then “Fall 2008,” then noth-
ing.

* * *
This is just one excerpt from Ven-

tura’s documentary, “Baby Boy Clem-
mer,” in which he filmed the journey 
it took to finding his birth mother 
and the rest of the journey that’s yet 
to come.

“I’ve always known I was adopted, 
since I can remember,” Ventura said. 
“It never really became a realization 
until I got to college, and I started 
to think about, ‘You know, I have 
another family out there, and I want 
to find them.’”

But as a film major, Ventura 
couldn’t ignore the opportunity to 
turn this search into a movie. He was 
assigned to make a 10-minute short 
film in class, and Ventura took the 
chance to explore his personal life 
and what he could do with film.

He didn’t stop there. What Ventu-
ra, a senior, had made for the project 
— footage of himself interviewing his 
parents about the search, mixed with 
clips from his childhood and him 
being interviewed by his girlfriend — 
wasn’t enough. Ventura, who hadn’t 
completed his search, wanted to 
document it to the end. Until he found 
whom he was looking for.

Born and raised in Holmdel, 
N.J., Ventura had a regular, normal 

see clemmer page 15

S o seniors: We’re graduating. 
This is it, the day, the week-
end, the week we’ve all been 

waiting for. Family flies and drives 
in, you start talking to “friends” 
you’ve curiously found a way to avoid 
for three and a half years. It’s a grand 
time.

To be honest, I’m not that sen-
timental about graduating. Or, at 
least I’m trying to convince myself 

of that now.
Fast forward to 25 years down the 

road, I’m driving my son to his third 
consecutive day of Little League prac-
tice. It’s gotten so incessant that I’ve 
come to hate the sport I once loved 
as a kid. Then again, I don’t want to 
go home, my wife and other kids are 
there. 

And then, I realize, I’ve become 
my father. Maybe then, I miss school.

In all seriousness, graduation for 
most seniors is like death, taxes and 

that regrettable one night stand — 
unavoidable. 

One of my biggest fears is I won’t 
keep in touch with those friends of 
mine outside my close circle. Not 
because I won’t remember. Not 
because I don’t want to. No, my big-
gest concern is not knowing their 
e-mail. 

There has to come a point when 
you can no longer have an e-mail 

ending in @syr.edu. The question I 
lose sleep over is, when will that point 
occur?

Everywhere I go, people seem 
to feel the need to remind me I’m 
graduating.

Head over to Faegan’s, there’s a 
“Day’s Left” counter on the wall. 
Don’t worry though, if you can’t see 
it for some reason, they’ll shout it out 

Do I have post-graduation plans? No. Do you care? I didn’t think so...
s c o t t  s p i n e l l i

funny how?

identity

ben addonizio | staff photographer
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By Dan Kaplan
Staff writer

For aspiring filmmaker Michael Morone, 
participation in the Syracuse International Film 
Festival was a great opportunity he couldn’t be 
a part of. 

Though many other films shown throughout 
the 10-day festival had their directors present 
at screenings, Morone, a freshman at Chapman 
University in Orange, Calif., was taking his 
final exams while his film aired. 

“I wish I could have attended,” the freshman 
said of the festival, which ended Saturday. “It’s 
great meeting other filmmakers and seeing the 
reaction to your film.”

His short film, “Prelude,” was screened at the 
Bristol IMAX Omnitheater at the Museum of 
Science and Technology in downtown Syracuse 
Saturday. 

It was filmed in August 2007, while Morone 
was at the Filmsters filmmaking camp in 
Annapolis, Md. After receiving positive reviews 
at the camp’s final screening, Morone and pro-
ducer Caitlin Leach decided to submit it to film 
festivals. 

It was accepted at the Syracuse and Phoenix 
festivals — the first time one of his films was 

chosen for a high-profile showing.
The 11-minute film tells the story of an 

encounter between a man and a deaf woman in a 
park and how their friendship develops through 
shared interests and activities, in spite of aural 
difficulties. Morone said the intended message 
of his film was very simple.

“I would say that the film’s message is that 
the only barriers to communication and connec-
tion are perceived,” Morone said.

The film preceded two other animation short 
films: “Ping Pong,” by James Hodgens and 
“When I Grow Up,” by Michelle Meeker. 

The last 45 minutes of the showing was dedi-

cated to an international video postcard project. 
Organized by Michal Matus, director of the Tel 
Aviv International Children’s Film Festival, the 
project encouraged students around the world 
to produce five-minute video snapshots of their 
hometowns. The movie featured submissions 
from Finland, Senegal and Israel, along with 
two from Syracuse. 

“I’m very glad ‘Prelude’ was a part of the fes-
tival,” he said. “What we wanted was for people 
to get a chance to see the film, and knowing that 
there was an audience for it is a great feeling. 
I’m glad Syracuse gave us that opportunity.”

sdkaplan@syr.edu

Annual Syracuse International Film Festival 
features works focused on diversity, community

What is the Festival?
the Syracuse international film festival is 
a nonprofit organization and is supported 
by Syracuse University and businesses in 
the city of Syracuse. the organization pro-
duces the annual SYrfiLM fest, which 
presents new international and indepen-
dent films to bring diversity to the com-
munity. this is the fifth annual festival, 
which took place between april 25 and 
Sunday and featured more than 120 films 
from 60 filmmakers.

“What we wanted was 
for people to get a 
chance to see the film, 
and knowing that there 
was an audience for it 
is a great feeling.”

Michael Morone
StUdent fiLMMaker



Congratulations
Susquehanna International Group, LLP (SIG) congratulates the 

following students on their upcoming graduation and holds deep 

appreciation for the hard work and commitment they have put forth 

to arrive at this milestone of a day. We look forward to welcoming 

them as full-time members of the SIG team.

Rakesh Jain

graduated in December 2007 with a Master of Science in Information Management 
and has joined SIG as a Software Associate.

Niranjan Nandakumar

graduating with a Master of Science in Telecommunications and Network 
Management is joining SIG as a Technology Associate.

Chirag Modi

graduating with a Master of Science in Telcommunications and Network 
Management is joining SIG as a Technology Associate.

Mihir Pandya

graduated in December 2007 with a Master of Science in Information Management 
is joining SIG as a Technology Associate.

Bhisham Sharma

graduated in December 2007 with a Master of Science in Computer Science and 
has joined SIG as a Technology Associate.

Gerald Tabiri

graduating with a Master of Science in Electrical Engineering is joining SIG as 
a Technology Associate.

SIG also welcomes the newest members of our summer internship program:

Devaprem Banerjee 
Sajid Cougle 
Arul Joseph

Congratulations to all!
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childhood. As an only child, he was his par-
ents’ pride and joy, their baby boy. They never 
hid the fact that Chris was not their biological 
son, and while growing up, Ventura wore his 
adoption like a top hat — a quirk that made 
him stand out from his classmates, a conver-
sation point.

“As a kid, you’re telling your friends ‘Oh 
I’m adopted’ and no one really knows what it 
means,” Ventura said. “And you don’t really 
start to think about what it means. It’s kind 
of like the same thing as ‘Oh I’m cool, I wear 
glasses.’”

But discovering exactly where and who he 
came from was never a priority for Ventura 
growing up. He was content with his life and 
rarely gave his birth mother a passing thought. 
Until he arrived at Syracuse University.

Here, Ventura was away from the family he 
was so familiar with — and began thinking 
about the family he knew nothing about.

“In college, you’re not with your parents, 
you have all this idle time by yourself,” Ventura 
said. ”And I’m not much of a student, so I spent a 
lot of time thinking more about it.”

* * *
Ventura wasn’t accustomed to making docu-

mentaries. All the previous work he’d done in 
class and out was narrative film — movie the-
ater fare. But while this initially started out as 
strictly a film, he recognized this was a chance 
to connect his passion for film with his growing 
desire to figure out his roots. 

His parents, Vito and Lorraine Ventura, 
have been very supportive of their son’s quest to 
find his biological mother, though not without 
some anxiety.

In the film’s trailer, his mother gives her 
blessing to Chris, but then it later cuts to an 
argument in which she feels left out of the 
search and confronts him.

She said as long as she was involved in the 
process and Chris let her know what was going 
on, she was comfortable with it. But she also 
emphasized that both her and her husband were 
extremely supportive about the whole process 
and weren’t going to try to stop him.

“My initial thoughts when Chris asked me 
the question — I was very supportive,” said Vito, 
Chris’ adoptive father. “Initially obviously I was 
a little hesitant, but I didn’t want to stop him. 
He has a right to know, and we tried to give him 
everything he needed.”

And they gave Chris all the help he asked 
for. Because it was a closed adoption in Texas, 
normally legal action would have to be taken to 
find out either of the biological parents. 

But once the Venturas gave Chris the adop-
tion documents, Chris discovered the name of 
his biological mother was merely blacked out 
with Sharpie — and he could easily decipher it.

With a simple Google search last summer, 
Ventura was able to locate the exact address of 
where his mother lived — in Texas. Now it was 
time to expand his film — to create a climatic 
ending. 

* * *
Ventura has been interested in film since 

high school, and he’s been making his own 
since he was 15 years old. He said he sees nearly 
everything in life through the lens of a film-
maker. But previously he had never directed 
anything longer than short films. Even when 
he arrived at SU at the College of Visual and 
Performing Arts, Ventura only tackled shorter 
fiction and nonfiction movies. 

While “Baby Boy Clemmer” started as anoth-
er short piece, Ventura knew there was more 
left to find, more story to tell. And his fellow 
students and professors in the film department 
were very open to the idea.

“The way we approach film in our program, 
is exploration of the world,” said Miso Suchy, 
a film professor who has taught Ventura for 
three semesters. “I think he’s using film to learn 
about himself.”

Ventura is acting as director, executive pro-
ducer and editor of the film. He plans to put the 
film in smaller festivals when it’s completed, 
and he plans a tentative release date on his 
birthday, in September.

To help Ventura with the full-length endeav-
or, he has enlisted his friends and fellow film 
students to help him with the project.

His friend and film major, Christopher Top-
pino, is acting as cinematographer and his 
girlfriend Caitlin Well as a producer.

“As a friend I thought it was a very powerful 
idea,” Well said. “But as a film I thought it had a 
great hook, it’s personal. This is something that 
can be more than just a project, something he 
can pursue after graduation.”

With his birth mother’s address in hand, 
ready to go to Texas without speaking to her 
beforehand, Ventura sent her a letter, saying 
he’d like to meet her, but no pressure, and 
enclosed his phone number. She called back 
about two weeks later, but Ventura missed the 
call.

“There was like this two-week period where 
I didn’t know what to do — if I should call her 
back or wait for her to call,” Ventura said. “Then 
I finally, the day before we were planning leav-
ing for Texas I called her and left her a message, 
and she called back within two hours.”

So Ventura, Well, Toppino and a cameraman 

set out for Texas, to film the pivotal playground 
meeting between Ventura and his birth mother.

“We were very concerned and wanted to 
make sure he was safe, we were anxious,” Vito, 
Chris’ dad said. “We wanted to make sure he 
didn’t get hurt.”

Some other things came full circle when Ven-
tura met his birth mother. In a rare twist of fate, 
she was unable to have children after Ventura, 
so she has two adopted kids of her own.

He also discovered that they’re in the same 
field — she works in television production at a 
local news station. But that didn’t necessarily 
mean she was comfortable on camera.

“She didn’t want any close ups, because she 
knew how close ups are used to make people 
look bad,” Toppino said. “It put me in an awk-
ward position because I wanted to get close up 
shots to capture emotion, but I didn’t want to 
completely disrespect her wishes.”

Other moments were not suited for the cam-
era altogether. Toppino said they didn’t end 
up shooting the final goodbye between Chris 
and his birth mother, just because it was so 
emotional. But Ventura still talks to her on the 
phone (he says the conversations are awkward) 
and has plans to meet up with her again. 

“I’m not sure if I would have felt comfortable 
if I were Chris,” Toppino said. “But I’m glad he 
was comfortable doing it. From a film perspec-
tive, we got some great organic material while 
we were in Texas.”

Separating the personal and professional 
aspects of the film was difficult for Ventura, as it 
was both personal journey and something that 

could launch his filmmaking career.
“I’m shooting this personal documentary, 

I’m directing it,” Ventura said. “But I’m in it. It’s 
not like you’re acting in your own film, you’re 
the subject matter. And all this stuff is happen-
ing to you but at the same time I’m concerned 
about how it looks on film. It’s been really hard 
to edit.” 

Suchy said he sees editing the documentary 
as Ventura’s biggest struggle, as he needs to sep-
arate the emotional aspects that he experienced 
and make them into a cohesive film. 

“It needs to tell a good story,” Suchy said.
In fact, the project is so close to Ventura that 

he is very protective of who sees the in-progress 
documentary. His adoptive parents have not 
seen his birth mother on camera, and he only 
showed the trailer during the VPA senior film 
show last Saturday. He wants the whole story to 
play out beginning to end — meeting his birth 
mother is no longer the climax. He’s gone too far 
on this journey. He’s learned too much to just 
end it now.

Ventura is planning on finding his birth 
father this summer, and then having his birth 
parents meet his adoptive parents. Ventura’s 
adoptive parents are apprehensive about the 
meeting, but know that it’s what he wants and 
are willing to do it for him.

“We’re pretty nervous about it, we’ve heard 
her voice,” Vito said. “I told Christopher I will 
do anything for him. But am I looking forward 
to it? Absolutely not.”

Ventura knows that while this meeting may 
be uncomfortable for all parties involved, it’s 
necessary. Not just for him figuring out who 
he is, but to finish the film. So he can document 
how he found himself.

“It’s going to be really awkward when they 
meet,” Ventura said. “But I think there’s a cer-
tain level of tension that needs to be relieved by 
a physical meeting. They’re basically meeting 
their enemy. But they’ll realize they’re not try-
ing to take over. It’s just more family.”

eaconner@syr.edu

Clemmer
f r o m  p a g e  1 1

“I’m in it. It’s not like you’re acting in your own film, 
you’re the subject matter. And all this stuff is happening 
to you but at the same time I’m concerned about 
how it looks on film. It’s been really hard to edit.”

Chris Ventura
Director of “BaBy Boy clemmer”  

babyboyclemmer.com 
Chris ventura, a senior film major, documented his search to find his biological mother in ‘Baby Boy clemmer,” a 10-minute 
short movie assignment for his film class. the movie screened during the Visual and Perfoming arts senior film show last Saturday. 
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every few minutes.
Well, at least Facebook photo albums are 

doing their part. “Is this the end!?!” and “Last 
Night!”

You can’t even talk to anyone anymore 
without it being the central topic of the conver-
sation. It surrounds me so much I’ve even found 
myself sucked into this state. If there’s even a 
moment lapse in a conversation, I immediately 
ask the question of all questions.

“So, what’s going on with you after all this?”
Subtle enough, but the real question is, “Why 

am I even asking, when we both know neither of 
us really care?”

I relate it a lot to going or coming back from 
any school break. When you come back from 
Spring Break, it’s a guarantee. 

“So, how was your break?”
The second you’re done asking is the second 

you stop paying attention. At that point, you 
either are counting down the seconds until you 
can tell them what better plans you had, or just 
move on to something that is at least mildly 
stimulating.

OK, so I don’t like those conversations. 
Maybe I’m just a selfi sh jerk, that’s entirely 
possible and more than likely true. But my real 
question is, what is everyone so worried about 
missing here at Syracuse? Let’s review.

It can’t be the sports scene. If we can be fair 
about one thing, it’s this: there has been very 
little to get excited or miss about anything ath-
letic at this school. Then again, those pretzels at 
the Dome were a royal treat.

For the men, it certainly can’t be the women. 
Kidding.
Actually, for the women, it most certainly 

can’t be the men. I’m living proof of that.
It can’t be going to class. I have cousins who 

constantly tell me they “would love to be able to 
go back to school and just take a class on, oh, I 
don’t know, forensic science.”

No. I was in one of those classes, it wasn’t 
that fun. I can’t be the only one at least slightly 
relieved I’m done taking exams or writing in 
blue books or logging onto Blackboard or wor-
rying if I’ve used my printer quota or writing 
papers that make no sense but somehow get a 
passing grade.

So, what the heck is it then? I’ll give you a 
second to guess.

The answer is simple: you just can’t buy beer 
for that cheap anywhere else. Dollar drafts? Get 
the hell out of here.

I’m sure something about “having friends” 
will surface as some people’s answer to that 
question. I’ll buy that one, but in a distant 
second to beer prices. Gas can go up as high at it 
wants; you don’t have to drive to Chuck’s.

And so, as it all ends, I’m left with only one 
recourse. After four years, it’s the only conver-
sation fi ller I have left in my arsenal. What was 
that you ask? What am I doing after I graduate?

Well, I’m renting a one-bedroom place in my 
parents’ place. The beer is more expensive, and 
the only woman that lives there is my mom. 
Maybe I will miss college.

Scott Spinelli used to write a column for 
The Daily Orange, but alas, he is graduating. 

His new e-mail is scott.spinelli@gmail.com. No 
more of that @syr nonsense, he’s a grown-up 

now.  How’s that for a Rugrats term?

SPINELLI
F R O M  P A G E  1 1

   dailyorange.com
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By Amanda Allison
ASST. FEATURE EDITOR

The Daily Orange had a chance to speak with 
lead singer Mick Fury, of the rock group Silent 
Fury. The band will be playing Saturday night 
at Funk n’ Waffl es to celebrate the release of its 
new album “Sunday Stilettos.”

Daily Orange: How would you classify your 
sound?
It’s danceable, good time rock and roll.  

 Who are some of your infl uences?
Zeppelin, defi nitely. Also, Journey, The Beatles, 
all of that great stuff. Modern-day though it’s 
got to be the Red Hot Chili Peppers, The White 
Stripes — basically fun rock.

When did you start getting involved in 
music?
I have played my whole life and started getting 
serious a few years ago…moved to L.A. and 
then moved to Syracuse a few years ago. I 
hooked up with (lead guitarist) Jose Varona 
after seeing him playing at a club. He is the 
best musician in the band. I went up to him 
afterward and said he was too f*cking good to 
not play with me. 

Where and when was your fi rst gig as Silent 
Fury? What was the experience like?
It was at Lucy’s on SU hill, and we played it 
about 18 months ago. We used to be a little 
crazier. …We had stripper pole, but that’s your 
fi rst gig. You get drunk and hope everyone has 
fun. We used to always bring our own portable 
stripper pole. …There was a lot of unnecessary 
nudity — the band getting completely drunk. 
We’ve grown up a bit though, and we practice 
three times a week. We are very serious, but 

we still manage to have fun. It’s more about 
musicianship and making sure people have a 
good time. 

Where did the name Silent Fury come from?
We were called The Fury before, but we realized 
through various means there were a few bands 
called The Fury. We came up with Silent Fury 
because it embodies what we’re going through 
— all that rage below the surface. You can feel it. 
It feels under control, but at any moment it could 
f*cking snap. It’s the live show that is a real 
expression of that. 

What are some of your favorite memories as 
a band?
We’ve had a lot of shows, and it’s interesting to 
see what happens. Girls step through speakers 
and break chords just to get on stage. It’s fun on 
stage, but when you get the bill the next day, it’s 
bad. It’s nice to have songs touch you in certain 
ways. You remember the people who come up 
and shake your hand on stage. When they say 
that your songs meant a lot to them. It’s nice 
having your songs connect to people. 

What do you want for people to get out of 
your music?
So much of our music is so personal. Being in 
the cool rock star world: Tumultuous relation-
ships — the material is all drawn from that. 
It’s all sincere. I don’t want to be the stereotype. 
You get in a lot of interesting situations being 
us, as rock stars. Our drummer is Cuban, but 
he’s the best f*cking drummer in the Northeast. 
Everyone has got to look at my ugly mug all 
night, but it’s Jose who brings so much. He adds 
a lot of interest to our show that you don’t get 
from most.

akalliso@syr.edu

Q&A with Mick Fury, 
lead singer of Silent Fury

“WINNER”
The Daily Orange - Battle of the beans 1/26/07

cross fingers

fight global warming.com
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SILENT FURY, a local Syracuse band, is releasing its new album “Sunday Stilettos” 
Saturday night at Funk n’ Waffles.  
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ing. No joking.”
Just Leveille talking. 
But ask Leveille to explain it, and here’s what 

you get: “Yeah, I was bit fired up.” 
Or take the Hobart game earlier this season. 

Leveille netted a hat trick to help the Orange 
pull away in a 13-5 victory. When it was over, 
and the Krause-Simmons Trophy was handed 
out to the winners (as it has been to the winners 
of this series since 1986), Leveille snatched it up 
and ran toward his teammates. 

They engulfed him before he handed off the 
hardware to freshman goalie John Galloway. 

Then the media surrounded him, and he 
went back into the shell. 

“I feel like that trophy belongs to Syracuse,” 
he deadpanned.

That’s just who he is, George said. Humble, 
like George and his wife Nancy wanted their 
children to be. Which makes things a bit dif-
ficult, considering who came before him. 

Leveille arrived on campus in 2005, just 
as Mikey Powell, the last of the three Powell 
brothers, exited the Syracuse lacrosse world. 

But Mikey, an attack like Leveille, was 
more than just another lacrosse player. 

Before he settled down as an upperclass-
man, Powell was half on-the-field star, half 
fly-by-night partier: a man-about-town in a 
town that adored him. He won the national 
title and the Tewaarton as a sophomore in 2002 
then missed fall practice because his grades 
were too low. 

He pulled himself together — and pulled his 
grades up, too — in time to win another title and 

Tewaarton in 2004 before graduating, leaving a 
legacy Leveille and others are still trying to meet.

“Who wouldn’t want to be a Powell?” George 
said. “They’re fabulous players. But Mike is 
Mike. Mike is a different type of player, different 
type of personality, different type of field ego. 

We just wanted Mike to be Mike. “
He had the chance to carry the torch: Lev-

eille wore Powell’s No. 22 in a few fall practices 
as a freshman. 

He chose to wear 19, Kevin’s number, instead. 
“We think that expectation might have been 

there, and that’s OK,” George said. “We under-
stand that, and we knew what we were getting 
into. We’re just happy that this year has been a 
great year, and Mike’s abilities have sort of shone 
through as being worthy of being at Syracuse.”

ramccull@syr.edu

“He did a little running (Tuesday), and 
our expectations right now are to have him 
out there and get him some runs,” SU head 
coach John Desko said. “We’ll see how the 
game goes and decide at that time how far 
along he is in the healing process.”

Desko said Brennan would do some more 
running, hopefully with a stick, but would be 
limited in the Orange’s Wednesday practice.

Miller said he’s been practicing at the X this 
week more than any other time this season.

Without Brennan, Syracuse (12-2) won 
only 8-of-25 draws against the Raiders. Col-
gate controlled the ball much of the game 
and built up a four-goal lead. SU came back 
within one goal but had trouble forcing turn-
overs at the end of the game after Colgate 
won the faceoffs.

The Orange used three players at the X to 
replace Brennan Saturday. John Carrozza 
took most of the draws and went a dismal 
5-of-17. Junior Jake Moulton lost both he took. 
And then there was Miller, inserted late in the 
game, who won 3-of-6.

“We’re definitely praying that (Brennan’s) going 
to be able to run,” Miller said. “I think because of 
that butt-kicking we got at Colgate, everybody’s 
stepped their game up on faceoffs. I think we’ll be 
ready even if (Brennan doesn’t play).” 

Brennan leads the nation with a 67.1 
percent success rate at the X. Part of that 
is thanks to his wings, Miller and fellow 
freshman Joel White, who have scooped up 
groundball after groundball. 

Miller would much rather prefer his role on 
the wing, but he and Syracuse’s other offen-
sive stars reiterated Wednesday they feel SU 
can win without Brennan, if necessary.

“I hope Danny’s ready,” senior midfielder 
Steven Brooks said. “Danny’s a big attribute 
to this team. But hopefully we can have other 
people step up. Jovan played very well at the end 
of the Colgate game and locked up their faceoff 

guy. But right now we have to focus without 
Danny. If he comes to play, he comes to play.”

Canisius (10-5) comes to the Carrier Dome 
riding high after clinching its first-ever NCAA 
tournament bid by winning the Mid-American 
Athletic Conference Championship Sunday. 
Desko and the players emphasized the need to 
get off to a quick start to quell any thoughts of 
an upset.

That begins at the X.
The Golden Griffins’ leading faceoff man, 

Tim Rowley, wins his draws 48.9 percent of the 
time. He’s ranked 39th in the nation.

Desko said after looking at film and tenden-
cies of Canisius, a team which coaches and 

players admitted they knew little about ear-
lier in the week, the opponent likes to play the 
same fast-paced style that the Orange does.

“It’d be great to get off to a fast start,” Desko 
said. “I don’t know the game plan they’re gonna 
use. They play more like Syracuse. They like to 
get out. They like to run. They like to push the 
ball. And that’s OK with us. We’d like to get into 
that kind of game with them.”

But the run-and-gun style needs consistent 
wins at the faceoff X. Syracuse is hopeful 
it will improve on its ugly mark at Colgate, 
regardless of who is taking the draws.

Miller, though, is plenty ready to see Bren-
nan back at full strength. 

Canisius
f r o m  p a g e  2 4

stephen dockery | photo editor

danny brennan, the nation’s leading faceoff man, is nursing a knee injury that 
forced him out of last Saturday’s loss to Colgate. 

leveille
f r o m  p a g e  2 4

stephen dockery | photo editor

mike leveille has scored a point in 53 straight games for the Orange. He rarely shows emotion as Syracuse’s leader on the field, 
and Leveille has remained humble as the accolades for his senior season pour in.

Canisius (10-5) at 3 
syraCuse (12-2)
Sunday, 7:30 p.m. (ESPNU)
Carrier Dome

What to know
Syracuse has its highest seed in the NCAA 
tournament since 2002. SU returns to the 
NCAA tournament after missing it last sea-
son for the first time in 25 years. Canisius is 
making its first tournament appearance. The 
Golden Griffins won the Mid-American Ath-
letic Conference Championship to earn its bid. 
It will be the first meeting between the two 
schools.

Who to watch
mike leveille
SU SENIOr ATTACk

He’s done it all for Syracuse in his senior season. 
The Tewaaraton Trophy finalist led the Orange 
with 38 goals, 26 assists and 64 points.

danny brennan
SU SENIOr MIDfIELDEr

The nation’s top faceoff specialist missed 
SU’s final regular-season game at Colgate 
with a pulled knee muscle. Syracuse lost 
17-of-25 faceoffs and the raiders dominat-
ed possession in a 12-11 victory.

Chris Courteau
CANISIUS SENIOr GOALIE

The Penn State transfer had a 2.57 goals 
against average in Canisius’ two victories in 
the MAAC tournament. for the season, he 
allowed 7.57 goals per game.

M e n ’ s  l ac r o s s e
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By Christopher James
Staff Writer

Ken Bissett couldn’t believe it when his daugh-
ter, Stephanie, called last season to tell him 
she had torn an ACL for the third time.

“It was dread,” Ken Bissett said. “No, not 
again.”

The Syracuse women’s lacrosse defender 
was coming off a breakout 2006 in which she 

started every game 
and tied for fifth on 
the Orange with 
25 ground balls. 
Stephanie Bissett 
tore her right ante-

rior cruciate ligament twice in three years in 
middle and high school. Now, six years later 
her college career was threatened by a left ACL 
injury suffered in practice.

“I went to change direction, and my knee 
just snapped,” Bissett said. “Your knee feels 
weak, and you can’t walk on it.”

Bissett has been forced to take on more of a 
coach’s role for No. 5 Syracuse, which takes on 
Towson Sunday in a first-round NCAA tourna-
ment game at 3:30 p.m. in the Carrier Dome. 
It will be the first home NCAA game in the SU 
program’s history. The Orange lost in the quar-
terfinals to top-seeded Northwestern last year.

Bissett has only played in two games this 
year, sidelined with a quadriceps tear in addi-
tion to her knee.

Former Syracuse coach Lisa Miller said 
she remembers when Bissett suffered her 
third ACL tear last season. The team was run-
ning a drill in which the defense tries to clear 
the ball under pressure. Miller saw Bissett 
plant and tumble to the ground. 

“You can just tell,” Miller, now the head 
coach at Harvard, said. “You can see it in their 
face. I knew when she went down it was prob-
ably her knee.”

The next day the swelling was so severe, 
Bissett said it looked like her quad muscle 
went below her knee. As her teammates heard 
the “pop” of the muscle tearing, Bissett said 
all she could think about was the reconstruc-
tive surgery and six months of rehab she was 
so familiar with.

As she recovers, time on the field has come 
at a premium this season for Bissett. Orange 
coach Gary Gait confirmed Bissett suffered a 
quad muscle tear earlier this year. Ken Bissett 
said his daughter assumed the pain she felt 
was a result of surgery, but later turned out to 
be a separate injury.

“A lot of times when you have an injury, 
you over-compensate, and other things come 
up,” Gait said. “Most people would’ve packed 
it in a long time ago.”

Bissett has refused to quit, and is doing 
whatever she can to help the Orange. Scott 
Robinson, Bissett’s basketball and lacrosse 
coach at Mt. Hebron (Md.) High School, said 
the senior has a tremendous lacrosse I.Q. 
that she was used as an assistant coach on 
his AAU team in 2005. Bissett’s roommate 
and starting defender Christina Gibson said 
her friend is invaluable even if she can’t 
make the field.

“She helps me see cutters, like if I don’t see 
someone open,” Gibson said. “It’s like having 
another set of eyes out there with me, another 
voice out there with me.”

Bissett’s been able to pass her knowledge 
along to the younger players, Gait said. The 
coach added it’s been great to have an experi-
enced and successful player on the sideline to 
help out.

“She’s helping us on the sidelines,” Gait 
said. “She’s working with the younger play-
ers. She’s really a key part of the team even if 
she may not be on the field.”

In a way, it is the role Miller envisioned for 
the senior when she recruited her. As a back 
defender, Miller said she wanted Bissett to 
direct traffic and see the entire field. 

“She has a coach’s brain,” Miller said. “She’s 

a field general. That’s why I recruited her.”
Last season, the defensive unit suffered 

through a number of injuries, making Bis-
sett’s help critical as young faces were thrust 
into the lineup. With the team scrambling to 
fill holes, Bissett took players aside and even 
noticed things Miller missed.

Now, Bissett is trying to do the same with 
Gait. With her latest injury, Gait is encourag-
ing her to take it easy and work with the young 

players to improve the defense. Miller said her 
heart goes out to Bissett.

“If you’re a competitive personality, ini-
tially (an injury) doesn’t all sink in,” Miller 
said. “Depression isn’t the right word, but you 
have to realign your role on the team. First 
there was disbelief, then there was anger, and 
then, ‘This is awful’. (Finally), she settled into 
a teaching role.”

chjames@syr.edu

wo m e n ’ s  l ac r o s s e

Towson (13-5) aT 5 syracuse (16-2)
Sunday, 3:30 p.m.
Carrier Dome

What to know
after winning the Big east tournament for 
the second consecutive year, Syracuse 
will finally host its first NCaa tourna-
ment game in school history. the Orange 
cruised through the regular season against 
a weak non-conference schedule — tow-
son included. Syracuse crushed the tigers 
back on March 19, 22-5. towson won the 
Colonial athletic association tournament 
for its second-ever NCaa bid.

Who to watch
Katie Rowan
SU jUNiOr attaCk

Syracuse’s final four hopes begin and end 
with rowan, the school’s all-time record 

holder in nearly every offensive category. 
She has 123 points this season.

Liz Hogan
SU freShMaN gOalie

the first-year goaltender has handled near-
ly every challenge that’s come her way so 
far. She’s played all but 12 minutes this 
season with a stifling 7.49 goals against 
average.

Hillary Fratzke 
tOWSON jUNiOr MiDfielDer

fratzke has scored a goal in 44 consecu-
tive games, the longest active streak in 
NCaa Division i. She led the tiger offense 
this season with 59 goals and 24 assists.

uP neX T
Who: Towson
Where: Carrier Dome 
When: Sunday, 3:30 p.m.

After 3rd ACL 
tear, Bissett 
still helping SU

rachel fus | staff photographer
AWeHiyo tHomAs chases after a ground ball during Syracuse’s 24-6 win over Colgate in april. fifth-seeded Syracuse will host its 
first ever NCaa tournament home game on Sunday when it hosts towson.

cross fingers

fight global warming.com
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By Edward Paik
Staff Writer

It’s a four-hour drive to get from where Dan 
Berry used to be to where he is now.

“From Philly,” he said. “We were coming up 
to Syracuse.”

He couldn’t forget. It was the first of five 
official visits to 
schools where he 
might spend the 
next four years. A 
trip with his twin 
brother Vince and 

best friend Ken Marfilius in the passenger 
seats.

“We didn’t know what to expect, really, all 
we knew was that we were going to meet with a 
coach, and he’ll show us,” Dan Berry said. 

That was nine months ago, when Berry 
came to Syracuse for the first time searching 
for that place to row for the next four years. 
The freshman can now speak from experience 
that he found that he was looking for.

All three are part of Syracuse’s undefeated 
Freshman Eight, which has the chance to 
close out the regular season with a perfect 
record on Saturday. While the Varsity Eight 
crew seeks its third straight undefeated cup 
season, racing for the Packard Cup on the 
Connecticut River in Hanover N.H., the fresh-
men will look to secure an undefeated record 
that hasn’t been achieved in four years.

His confidence comes from the trust, the 
camaraderie, the comfort that comes from 
knowing he’ll have his best friend seated 
toward him, his twin brother to his back in 

the same boat, racing for the same finish line.
“The Bonner Boys,” Syracuse head coach 

Dave Reischman called them.
Originally from the Monsignor Bonner 

High School, just outside Philadelphia, Dan 
and Vince Berry and Marfilius have rowed 
together their entire career.

“We knew each other all our lives,” Dan 
Berry said. “Me and Vince meet Kenny in 
eighth grade, just as friends because we lived 
10 minutes away from each other.

“We were really close as soon as we started 
rowing, we knew we’d become best friends.”

But things nearly didn’t end up that way. 
It was the freshman year of high school when 
Vince decided he wasn’t going to row.

He changed his mind, and the three of them, 
without prior knowledge or expectations of the 
sport went on to win the national champion-
ships that year, with Marfilius in the coxswain’s 
seat and Dan and Vince gripping oars.

Marfilius can recite what happened, from 
winning the Stotesbury Cup to the invitation 
to the national championships in Florida.

The three and the Freshman Eight have 
never fallen behind a boat this season. 
They’ve learned not only from themselves 
but also from the upperclassmen who helped 
convince the three that Syracuse was for 
them.

“The team didn’t define themselves by 
freshmen or by upperclassmen, it seemed like 
they were just one whole team, and they just 
accepted each other for rowing and not for age 
or class,” Dan Berry said. “You don’t really 
find that too much at other schools.”

The Freshman Eight record proves this 
year’s recruiting class may be one of the best 
in Reischman’s tenure at SU. But Reischman’s 
not ready to judge.

“They’re going to have to put four good 
solid years here to prove that the program’s 
a better place for them having been here,” 
Reischman said. 

First-year freshman coach and recruiting 
coordinator Dave Weiss didn’t recruit the 
Bonner Boys, but he can tell you why they’re 
here. It’s the leadership they saw present at 
SU, something they hope to be a part of some-
day. Yet, the Freshman Eight have far more 
meters to tread.

“They need to learn to row within them-
selves,” Weiss said, “to be able to find the 
balance between aggression and relaxation 
when you’re throwing everything at the 

rowing stroke.”
But that lack of knowledge, of not having 

found their limitations, may work to the trio’s 
advantage. A clear mindset helped lead the 
Bonner Boys to that national championship 
without having ever rowed before.

Regardless of whether they complete their 
season undefeated or what the future holds for 
them, Dan Berry can still say he found what 
he was looking for. A place where he could 
race with his best friend seated toward him, 
his twin brother to his back in the same boat, 
racing for the same finish line.

“We were three best friends wanting the 
same thing,” Berry said. “Once you figure 
that out you’ve got a couple of other people 
wanting the same thing, you’re pretty much 
guaranteed for success.”

edpaik@syr.edu

mackenzie reiss | staff photographer
SYracuSe men’S rowing can clinch a third straight undefeated cup season with a 
win in the Packard Cup Saturday. Meanwhile, a win by the freshman eight could secure 
its first undefeated season in four years with a win.

‘Bonner boys’ lead undefeated 
Freshman 8 into season finale

UP NEX T
what: Packard Cup
where: Hanover, N.H.
when: Saturday

m e n ’ s  r ow i n g
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By Didier Morais
Staff Writer

Leigh Ross wanted her team to defy the odds. 
During the preseason, the Big East’s coaches 
projected the Syracuse softball team to finish no 

higher than eighth 
place in the confer-
ence.

Ross used the 
prediction as bulle-
tin board material 

to inspire her players. It worked.
Syracuse captured sixth place in the confer-

ence — for the second year in a row — and 
qualified for its fourth consecutive Big East 
tournament, the longest streak of its kind in 
school history. 

“With this team, I knew it was in their 
hands,” Ross said. “We’ve accomplished one of 
our goals from the start, and that’s qualifying 
for the Big East tournament.”

The sixth-seeded Orange softball team trav-
els to Kentucky where it takes on third-seeded 
Connecticut today at 10 a.m. for its first-round, 
Big East tournament matchup at Louisville’s 
Ulmer Stadium. The winner of that game will 
face either second-seeded DePaul or seventh-
seeded Pittsburgh Friday at 2:30 p.m.

Last time both teams met, the Huskies swept 
the Orange for the first time since 2003. UConn 
trounced Syracuse, 9-1, in the opener, and narrow-

ly won the second, 7-6. SU came within a couple 
feet of winning the second game, but UConn out-
fielder Micah Truax made a game-saving catch on 
the warning track to end the game.  

Historically, SU has not achieved much suc-
cess in the postseason. Of its four tournament 
appearances, it has mustered one sole victory, 
which came in 2005 against Villanova.

Since then, the Orange has strung together 
a series of feeble postseason performances. 
Last year, Louisville easily defeated Syracuse, 
5-1, and the previous year, DePaul routed the 
Orange, 8-0, in five innings.

This year, Ross wants to end the trend, reju-
venate the softball program and silence pes-
simistic critics. For the Orange, today is more 
than just a playoff game.

“Now that we qualified we want to make a 
little statement,” Ross said. “We want to prove 
we’re better than sixth place, we’re better than 

that team, we’re better than the eighth place 
that they predicted we would end it up. This 
could be a good chance to show some people we 
are a little better than they expected.”

In addition to addressing the critics, the 
coaching staff hopes to send another statement 
to the rest of the conference. It aspires to utilize 
the Big East tournament to publicly launch itself 
into the upper-echelon of the conference.

“We talked before the (Notre Dame game),” 
associate head coach Kyle Jamieson said. “We 
said at some point during the year, this pro-
gram needs to start beating the teams ahead 
of us, the DePauls, the Lousivilles, the South 
Floridas. 

Throughout the season, Syracuse fared well 
against most top-tier teams. In early April, 
top-seeded South Florida barely eclipsed the 
Orange, winning both games by merely one run. 
During its last regular-season game, SU erased 

a 7-3 deficit in the bottom of the seventh inning 
to upset fourth-seeded Notre Dame, 8-7. 

“The win against Notre Dame was huge,” 
senior outfielder Chanel Roehner said. “To end 
on such a great note gives us huge momentum. 
We weren’t even playing our best. We can take 
anyone. If we play like we know how to play then 
there’s no stopping us.”

Jamieson also appreciates the significance 
of the upset. He believes it can jumpstart the 
team’s confidence going into the tournament.  

“It starts with winning our first game,” 
Jamieson said. “It only takes three games and 
then you’re the Big East champions. It’s what-
ever team gets hot and plays good ball that 
will come away next weekend going to (NCAA) 
regionals.”

But in the end, Ross and the team have 
embraced SU’s role as the underdog. The last 
time SU possessed that title, before this season, 
it defied the odds by securing a sixth seed in 
the Big East tournament. For now, the Orange 
will rest its hopes on producing an encore 
performance. 

“Everybody knows that you want to be the 
underdog,” Ross said. “You want to be the team 
that nobody is looking at. You can play relaxed, 
and there’s no pressure in holding a spot. You’re 
just in there giving it your all. I have a good 
feeling about it because when we are relaxed, we 
play really well.”

Syracuse still looking for defining win at Big East tourney

david krebs | staff photographer
syracuse softball qualifed for its fourth straight Big east tournament this year by finishing sixth in the Big east regular season standings this season. Postseason success 
has been elusive for the Orange, which has won just one Big east tournament game in program history.

UP NEX T
Who: Connecticut
Where: Louisville, Ky.
When: Today, 10 a.m.

s o f t b a l l

“Now that we qualified we want to make a little 
statement. We want to prove we’re better than sixth 
place, we’re better than that team, we’re better than the 
eighth place that they predicted we would end it up.”

Leigh Ross
SyracuSe head cOach
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Difficult stretch of postseason meets looms for Syracuse’s top athletes
By McGhee Cost

Staff Writer

Aulton Kohn isn’t a flashy guy. The Syracuse 
senior is known by his teammates as an experi-
enced veteran and winner of five Big East sprint 
championships but not as a showboat after 
victory.

That changed Sunday when Kohn won the 100-
meter dash, the only sprint title he had never captured 

in his years at Syra-
cuse, at the Big East 
Outdoor Track and 
Field Championships 
in Villanova, Pa. 

“The emotions 
got the best of me this time around,” Kohn said. 
“I’m normally not that character who chants 
and jumps around, but I celebrated a lot after 
the 100.”

Kohn’s emotional finish was the exclamation 
point on a big weekend for the Orange track and 
field team. Though the team failed to surpass 
its overall standing of ninth overall from the 
indoor season, seven athletes recorded all-Big 
East performances, and three athletes, Kyle 
Heath, Jillian Drouin and Kohn, captured indi-
vidual championships.

Kohn, Sosa and several other members of the 
team who have qualified for ECAC, IC4A, and 
NCAA meets are gearing for another month of 

competition.
“We never really achieve our goals with just 

one meet like the Big East championship because 
our goals are really high,” Fox said. “There’s 
always another meet, always a bigger meet.”

Ramon Sosa’s time of 13.85 seconds in the 
110-meter hurdles earned him all-Big East 
honors but wasn’t enough to defend his title 
in the event. Since making light contact with 
a hurdle earlier in the year, Sosa’s season 
has been a struggle to recover in time for 
championship season. He qualified for NCAA 
regional competition last weekend and hopes 
to regain his status as a championship level 
sprinter in his final events.

“Everybody knew that this was the meet, 
this was the time to perform,” Sosa said. “They 
came out and did well. I’m proud of them.”

Fox doesn’t want his best athletes to grow 
complacent in the wake of strong Big East 
finishes. While celebration is in order for 

such individual victories, the team’s train-
ing regimen will quickly fall back into place 
and remain every bit as rigorous as ever, if 
not more, in the weeks of the championship 
season. 

The Orange will begin its stringent new sched-
ule with the IC4A and ECAC championships in 
two weeks. Events at these meets are difficult to 
qualify for, and recording a victory in an event 
there is no small feat. Veterans on the team expect 
to finish highly, while younger athletes will be 
competing mostly for experience.

For the team’s upperclassmen, the real chal-
lenge comes at the NCAA regional champion-
ships May 30-31 in Tallahassee, Fla. It is at this 
meet athletes can qualify for the NCAA national 
championships. Kohn, Sosa, Drouin and Heath 
have all set goals to win at the national meet and 
attempt to become All-Americans, the highest 
collegiate honor in the country. 

While some have achieved this distinc-

tion already — both Drouin and the currently 
injured Michael LeBlanc did it last year — it is 
still the motivating force behind all of the events 
the Orange competes in.

“Every year, the winning gets better and 
better,” Kohn said. “New people come in, and it 
feels good to know that you’re still on top.”

These athletes also have an even loftier goal 
on their plates after their time at SU is over, 
after the conclusion of this year’s meets. Many 
hope to qualify for the national teams of their 
respective countries and compete in the Olym-
pic Games this summer. 

“I’m running really well right now, and I’m 
hoping it carries over into the rest of the cham-
pionship season,” Heath said. “But the big goal 
is the Olympic trials and trying to be successful 
there.”

Though many athletes are proceeding into 
bigger and more difficult meets, the majority 
of the team is finished for the season. They will 
train during the summer, but some will not 
compete again until the winter. They will also 
have to cope with the loss of such dominant 
competitors as Drouin and Heath. 

Fox isn’t worried, though. His prospects for 
next season are bright.

“We’ve made a lot of progress this year,” Fox said. 
“Next year looks like it will be a good year for us.”

mpcost@syr.edu

UP NEX T
What: IC4A/ECAC 
Outdoor Championships
Where: Princeton, N.J.
When: May 17-18 

You’re focused. Willing to invest the time and energy to reach your goal. To help you 
get there, Hofstra offers more than 150 graduate programs in education and human services, 
business, communication, the arts and sciences. Take advantage of our extensive academic 
resources. An accomplished faculty. Flexible schedules. State-of-the-art facilities. 
Make connections with others in your field and create a network of colleagues.

Achieve with a Hofstra graduate degree.

}

find your edge 

Ad GradOH_SyracuseUniv.indd   1 4/17/08   11:42:10 AM

“Everybody knew that this was the meet, this 
was the time to perform. They came out 
and did well. I’m proud of them.”

Ramon Sosa
SU Senior rUnner
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classified discount rates

the particulars 

and pricing
extras that personalize and perfect your ad

runs classifieds boxed

1 - 4 $4.45 $7.00

5 - 10 $4.20 $6.80

11 - 20 $3.90 $6.55

21 - 30 $3.55 $6.25

31 - 50 $3.10 $5.90

51 - 70 $2.65 $5.50

the contact info
hours:Mon 12:45-2, tue 11-1, thur 1-3 
fri 1-2
deadline is  at 2:30 pm, 2
business days before publication. 
place by fax at 315/443.3689, online 
at www.dailyorange.com, by phone 
at 315/443.2869 or in person at 744 
ostrom ave. cash, checks and all major 
credit cards are accepted. 

The Classifieds list prices include 15 words. Each 
additional word is 10 cents per day. bold and 
capitaliZed words cost anadditional 5 cents 
per word.the boxed list pricesare per inch. there 
is no per word charge and bold and caps are 
free.
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ApArtments for rent
hiring- We are looking for summer help to paint 
apartments, clean properties inside + out, trim 
brushes. if interested call Mon- fri 8- 4:30 pm. 
315-478-6504

University Apartments 
Efficiencies, 1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Walking distance to campus, 

some Available now. 
437-7577

great apartments still available for 
2008/2009. see our website for 

details: campushill.com. or call us at 
315-422-7110

three bedrooMs
rent start at $250/ bedrooM

sonia
350-4191

WWW.uniVersitYhill.coM

136 Redfield Pl #1- 3 bedroom apartment. Avail-
able august 2008. $350 per person plus utilities, 
Large LR+ DR with hardwood floors, remod-
eled kitchen + bathroom, front + back porches, 
garbage, laundry. call opr developers 315-478-
6504

house for rent, 3 bedroom 1 bath, cape cod 
with full basement attached garage on half acre 
secluded lot. $1,000  plus security. 15 minutes 
from campus, call 334-462-1794 and the email is 
rebelrose7143@yahoo.com 

968 ackerman
furnished 2 bedroom available May. all ameni-
ties $800/month. call 469-6665 

PRIVATE FURNISHED STUDIO 
APTS. 

1011 E. Adams St. 
509 University Ave. 

Carpeted, Air-conditioned, Furnished, 
Secure, Laundry, Parking, Maintenance. 

Available for 2008-2009. 
University Area Apts. 

1011 E. Adams St. #30 479-5005
www.universityarea.com

two & three Bedroom flats excellent condi-
tion fireplace, laundry, backyard, garage, hard-
woods, finished basement. call 727-3646

south Campus
2, 3 and 4 bedroom apartments

completly furnished!
plasma tVs!
free internet!

air conditioning!
oak floors!

new appliances!
Just bring Your clothes and laptop

Call peach properties 
350-1327

eLeGAntLY oVerLooKInG pArK 
luxurious furnished heated 1-2-3 bedroom 
apartments/lofts/house.  1108-1205-1207-1209 
Madison st.no pets CALL 469-0780. 

studio Apartments
Brand new * fully furnished
located in downtown syracuse

near armory spaure and su Warehouse 
building

only $595 per Month
includes all utilities

plus
free basic/ standard cable tV service

free high speed internet 
free off-street parking

exercise facility, electronic entry security 
system, professional on-site Manage-

ment, laundry facilities, air conditioning, 
located on centro bus line, Kitchenette 

w/ Microwave, refrigerator and stove

brownstone luxury studio apartments
605 West genessee street, syracuse, nY 

13204
(315) 472-4431

Visit us at orangehousing.com

5/6 bedroom house. furnished, 2.5 baths. fire-
places, porch, quiet neighborhood, free washer/
dryer. June 2008 or august 15, 2008. 422-7138 
or 445-1808

for sALe
2 ½ year old 2/2 patio home, prsitine condi-
tion: central air, vaulted ceilings, stainless steel 
kitchen, many upgrades, huge yard, liverpool. 
$175,900 call carrie 727-642-0202 or carrieau-
ringer@yahoo.com

2006 hyundai sonata(gls2.4),  only 15k Miles, 
automatic, White pearl, perfect condition, 5years 
60,000miles Warranty for the second owner,  
$12,300(obo), hglim2@gmail.com, 315-663-
6460

HeLp WAnted

sUmmer WorK $15.50 Base-Appt.

·flexible schedules 
·\Start now or after finals 
·customer sales/service 

·no experience necessary 
·\all majors welcome 

·all ages 17+, conditions apply
CALL noW syracuse 315-434-9553 

rochester 585-321-1810 
albany 518-456-4566 

south buffalo 716-683-7494 
north buffalo 716-836-7032 

Kingston 845-331-5675 
elmira/corning 607-398-9054 
hudson Valley 845-896-1275 

saratoga 518-580-1377 
oneonta 607-432-2224 

Watertown 315-775-0320 
cortland/ithaca 607-272-2898 

binghamton 607-644-9393 
plattsburgh 518-562-2266 

utica 315-733-0575 
st. lawrence co. 315-268-6202

need someone for yard work once a week in the 
afternoon. 10 minutes from campus. rate nego-
ciable. start asap continuing through summer, call 
479--7626. 

IndUstrIAL sALes Career 
opportunity!  local manufacturer is look-
ing for energetic, outgoing, goal oriented 

people to promote our products.  We 
offer:training, repeat business, salary, 
Commission, Fuel Allowance, Health & 
dental, pension plan.  call Mrs fowler 

315-437-3806 or fax/e-mail your resume 
to 315-437-2651/ sales@cMssupplies.

com 

serVICes
Wanted used furniture please call Mike 
315-289-2699

3 9 6 7

5 4

8 3

7 9 4

2 5 1

5 6 1

9 5

3 7

3 8 1 6

5 4 7 6

8 3 1 5

6 3 9 8

6 2 3 7

7 1 8 9

8 5 9 8

3 2 1 9

9 7 8 6

2 8 3 1
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SUNDAY, 7:30 P.M., ESPNU
 CANISIUS AT 3 SYRACUSE

By Matt Gelb
SportS Editor

Jovan Miller can now appreciate 
Danny Brennan’s job.

Before last Saturday, the fresh-
man midfielder estimated he 
hadn’t taken a faceoff since last 
summer. The athletic Miller plays 
the wing on the faceoff. He’s there 

to clean up the mess that ensues 
at the X.

But with Brennan injured and 
Syracuse looking for anything that 
worked, Miller was thrown into 
the middle by the coaching staff.

“(Assistant coach Kevin Dona-
hue) just pointed at me,” Miller 
said. “Usually he says, ‘Jovan, on 

the wing.’ But this time, he said, 
‘Jovan, on the X.’ I was looking 
at him like, what are you talking 
about? I was surprised. I was really 
surprised.”

Miller could see an increased 
role on the faceoffs this Sunday in 
Syracuse’s first-round NCAA tour-
nament game against Canisius (7:30, 

ESPNU) if Brennan isn’t ready to 
go. Brennan has a pulled leg muscle, 
among other bangs and bruises, 
which forced him to miss last Satur-
day’s 12-11 loss to Colgate. 

Whether or not the nation’s best 
faceoff man will be on the field 
Sunday night is still up in the air.

Brennan still ailing; status uncertain for Sunday

rachel fus | staff photographer
Mike leveille was named a finalist for the tewaaraton trophy this week after scoring a team-best 38 
goals and 26 assists. the senior attack has started every game of his SU career.

see canisius page 18

Complete 
package 

see leveille page 18

By Andy McCullough
Managing Editor

S
teven Brooks pointed toward 
the player on the grass of Wohl 
Field and laughed. 

“Look at him,” the fifth-year 
senior midfielder said. “If you saw him, 
you’d never think that he was like, so 
good at lacrosse, you know?”

Brooks was just busting Mike Lev-
eille’s chops, gentle ribbing for the senior 
attack from Delmar, N.Y.

But he had a point. 
Figuring out Mike Leveille isn’t easy. 
Defenses can’t: he’s one of five final-

ists for the Tewaarton Trophy, lacrosse’s 
Heisman, and scored a team-best 38 goals 
and 26 assists this season for the Orange, 
which heads into the first round of the 
NCAA tournament Sunday night against 
Canisius. He’s scored in 53 straight games 
and started every game of his SU career. 

His teammates don’t always have a 
handle on him either. Brooks knows a 
few ways to bring Leveille out of his shell: 
calling him “Grandpa,” making fun of 
the guys on the team from Watertown, 
N.Y., Kenny Nims and Greg Niewieroski.

Besides that?
“I don’t know,” Brooks said. “You just 

got to crack some good jokes. Hopefully 
he’ll laugh.”

George Leveille, Mike’s dad, knows 
what that’s like. Both Mike and his other 
son, Kevin, who is five years older and 
played lacrosse at Massachusetts, grew 
up playing together. The Leveille back-
yard was a hockey rink in the winter, a 
lacrosse field in the spring. 

George played at Niagara Univer-
sity and kept playing up until a few years 
back, when he needed a hip replacement. 

Even now, he finds himself learn-

ing things about Mike he didn’t know, 
little bits and pieces Mike lets slip in 
interviews.

“He’s just a very focused guy,” 
George said. “He’s got a sense of humor 
and everything, but he’s a very serious 
and focused guy.” 

Mike plays things close to the vest, 
but George knows there’s more there 
than he lets on. 

“Between the ears, there’s a lot going 
on,” George said. 

Take his game. Leveile doesn’t excel 
at one thing. But he’s able to do most 
everything.

“He’s just so well-rounded,” said head 
coach John Desko. “He’s getting goals off 
of rides, he’s getting goals off of dodges, 
he’s getting goals off the ball.”

“I think he’s also a very smart player, 
too,” fellow captain Kyle Guadagnolo 
said. “He knows where to shoot, what 
to do in what-type of situations, when 
to drive, not to drive. His total package 
makes him a very good player.”

Brooks, ever prescient, said Leveille 
looks like a hockey player when he’s on 
the field. And again, he has a point: Lev-
eille played center on Albany Academy’s 
hockey team all the way up to his gradua-
tion from high school. 

Or take the preseason speech about the  
ranking. 

Leveille heard during Thanksgiving 
break that Syracuse, after last year’s 5-8 
record, wouldn’t be ranked in the top 10 
when the season started. The tri-captain 
called a meeting to let the team know 
that wouldn’t be the case for long. The 
Orange was better than that. 

“It was really intense,” freshman 
midfielder Jovan Miller said. “No laugh-

o n l i n e

First-round coverage
game stories and analysis 
from this weekend’s men’s and 
women’s lacrosse first-round 
nCaa tournament games. 
dailyorange.com

Mike leveille’s quiet focus and all-around 
skill have made him SU’s deadliest scorer
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