
Mark’s 
Journey

Printer Tabulator



Ballots are printed after they are designed and proofread by election officials to ensure they will 
be counted correctly by a tabulator. 

Mark the Ballot is born...

When the voter checks in to their polling place, the election worker checks their eligibility and 
gives them the correct ballot. 

Mark gets his voter...

I’m alive!

Here’s your 
ballot.

2.

Mark gets filled in...

The voter marks their selections with a pen, completely filling in the bubbles or squares.

This is 
going to 
tickle!



The voter inserts their ballot into the tabulator and receives confirmation that it was accepted.

Mark says goodbye to the voter...

Mark is counted and joins the other 
voted ballots as results... Welcome, Mark. 

I’m ready for your 
results now.

The ballot is counted and ballot selections are added to the overall results tallies, which are 
recorded digitally and on paper inside the tabulator. 

Send me the  
results as well, for  

the paper trail!

I’m inside  
a tabulator!

3.

The voter makes their selections with a device, such as the ES&S ExpressVote, or the Hart Verity 
Touch Writer, which generates a printed ballot with the voter’s choices for tabulation.

In other counties...



After every election, in every county, a sample of ballots are randomly selected for hand-to-eye 
counts and compared to machine results. 

Mark is audited...

As required by federal law, all ballots are kept in a secure location for at least 22 months in case 
they’re needed for recounts or audits.

Mark gets stored...

Mark and his ballot friends are collected...

Alright ballots, 
time to lock ya 
up until you’re 
needed again.

Bipartisan election officials pick up voted ballots at the end of the voting day and store them 
securely at the county elections office. 

Storage Room

Another 
successful audit. 

All results 
match!

I’ve been 
randomly 
selected!

I’m glad I helped  
make your voice 
heard. Time to 

rest.

SUPER
SECURE 

WAREHOUSE
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