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Re: Case Number: 2016-141
Patriots for Progress IE PAC
Possible Absentee Balfot Fraud — 11/{)8/ 2016 Genera[ Electioﬂ

Case Number 2016- 142
-Bladen County [mpm\rement Association PAC
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud - 11/08/. 2016 General Election;

Case Number: 2016166
‘November 2016 General Electmn Protests;

Voter Fraud Allegations/ Poss:b!e False Statements to Affect Election Outcome — 11/08[2016
~ General Election; !

- The above cited cases are related investigations originating in Bladen County, North Carolina

{ );) opened by the North Carolina State Board of Elections (NCSBE) in November of 2016. [The State Board
' has since merged with the North Carolina Ethics Commission and is now knowh as the State Board of
_Electtons and Ethics Enforcement.] To date, the investigatlons Division of the NCSBE has conducted
numerous interviews of persons involved, including voters, and has reviewed documents associated
with'the a[Ieged violations. Because the 2016 General Election was a Federal Eiectlon, and because of
the. seriousness of the aIleged conduct associated with possible manipulation or attempts to mampu!ate
election resuilts in Bladen County and elsewhere, these matters merit referral for prosecutorial review
and possible criminal prosecution. Additioﬁal!y, in as much as there are possible federal violations of
law, a decision was made by the State Board on December 3, 2016, to refer these matters to the United
States Attorney’s Office for review. To assist federal and state prosecutors in assessing the need for
additional investigation or any other action deemed appropriate, below is a summary of each
investigation:

* PATRIOTS FOR PROGRESS IE PAC:

" In October and November of 2016, the Bladen County Board of Elections (BOE) received three
separate complaints from voters, which alleged possible fraud involving the handling of absentee ballots
in Bladen County. Those complaints are hereafter described as the “Linda Baldwin complaint”, the
“Brenda Register complaint”, and the “Heather Register complaint.” [Note: Brenda and Heather Register
are not related, nor is their complaint related.] Those complaints were ultimately referred to the
NCSBE Investigations Division.

{ The NCSBE investigation of the above complaints began with interviews of the above _

L U complainants. The interviews led to information strongly suggesting that Leslie McCrae Dowless, Jr. {aka
o “McCrae Dowless”), who is associated with the Patricts for Progress IE PAC, and who is the recently

elected candidate for Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor in Bladen County, was paying

certain individuals to solicit absentee request forms and to collect absentee ballots from Bladen County

voters. In doing so, workers employed by Dowless were required to hand-carry the ballots to Dowless in
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order to be paid. Dowless allegedly instructed his workers to “push” votes for certain candidates while
meeting with voters. [Possession of arrabsentee ballot for delivery to a voter or for returnto a countv
board of elections by anyone other than the voter, the voter’s near relative, or the voten’s verifiable
legal guardian is a Class | Felony under NCGS 163-226 3(3)(6) ]

The individuals who approached Linda Baldwm Brenda Register, and Heather Reglster were
‘identified through interviews and document review as Caitlyn Croom and Matthew Matthis. The
‘mves’agatxon has developed mformatron sugges’cmg that Dowless attempted to obstruct the ensuing
NCSBE investigation into the voter’ S complamfs by warning Matthis and Croom that mvestlgators were

) attemptmg to locate them in assocnatlon with Baldwin’s complaint, and coachmg them as to what they

should say if contacted. Dowless is suspected of having made a telephone call to warn Matthis and

-Croom of the State Board mvestxgatxon after Dowless was contacted by State Board mvestlgators on

October 24, 2016

In an interview on November 16, 2016, Matthis and Croom initially attempted to conceal the
true nature of their work for Dowless. After‘being confronted, they stated that they knew that State
Board investigators had contacted Dowless, because he called to wam them. They advised that when
they were hired; Dowless told them that he would only pay ¥ of what they earned when they brought
the absentee ballot request forms to hlm and would not pay the remainder until after they collected
and provnded Dowless with the voter’s ballots as proof that the person had voted. Dowless instructed
them to avold areas where mostly minority voters resided and he provided a sample ballot with marks
indicating candidates he wanted them to promote. Much of the information obtained from Matthis and
Croom has been corroborated through documents and interviews of others. - '

The Baldwin complaint, dated October 4, 2016, described a situation where a male individual

initially identified by Baldwin as “Josh” appeared at Baldwin’s residence on September 24, 2016, to

encourage her, her two adult sons, and her daughter to fill out an absentee ballot request form.
[BaldWin’s daughter was not registered in NC and ultimately no ABS ballot was issued to her.] “Josh”
told Baldwin that he was being paid to collect absentee request forms and that he would be paid

$120.00 each time he collected 14 or 15 request forms. “Josh” informed Baldwin that when the ballots

arrived by mail at her house,-and she completed them, he would return‘to pick them up to take and
show his “boss” so that he could get paid. Baldwin agreed to do so, but insisted that “Josh” return the
ballots to her so she could mail them in herself. She also recalled that “Josh” pointed to a specific
candidate on the ballot that he wanted her to vote for. When “Josh” failed to return with her ballots as
quickly as she expected, she contacted the Bladen County BOE to askthat any ballots received with her
or her sons” nameés be invalidated. She followed up with a written complaint to the BOE, dated October
4,2016. [Baldwin later identified “Josh” as Matthew Matthis. Baldwin, who is a former educator, used
the name “Josh” in her complaint to protect Matthis who she knew of as a student from her school.]

The Brenda Register complaint alleged that on October 17, 2016, a “young, Caucasian lady”
appeared at her residence and tried to convince her to request an absentee ballot. She stated that the
“voung lady” represented herself as being employed by the “Bladen County Board of Elections.”

Brenda Register declined to request an absentee ballot and she made a verbal and written complaint,
dat'ed October 20, 2016, to the Bladen County BOE. [Register was later purportedly able to identify the
“young lady” as Caitlyn Croom from a Facebook posting.}

On October 24, 2016, NCSBE Investigator Marshall Tutor received a call from Horace Munn,
President of the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC, during which Munn informed Tutor of
the above two complaints received by the Bladen County BOE. Munn expressed concern that the
complaints were not being addressed in a timely fashion by the county BOE. He requested that the
NCSBE conduct its own investigation. Contact by Investigator Tutor with Cynthia Shaw, Director, Bladen
County BOE on October 24, 2016, resulted in information that the ballot request forms associated with
the Baldwins had the initials “CC” handwritten in the top right corner. Shaw advised that “CC”



e

Exhibit2.2.21 ~ 30f 278

corresponded with the initials of one Caitlyn Croom, who was purportedly working for McRae Dowless,
candidate for Soil and Water Conservatmn District Supervisor and who also served as the President of

' “Patriots for Progress untii March 21, 2016 On October 24,2016, a telephone call was placed to McCrae .

Dowless by NCSBE Investigator Ma rshali Tutor and Chief Invest;gatorJoan Fleming. Dowless advised
that he did not know any “Josh.” He: admitted that Caitlyn’ Croom had worked for him in the past but did
not work for him at the time of the. ca!! He stated he would need to look for a contact number for

; Croom and would get back to the mvest!gators Over the next two days, Dowless contacted

-ln\rest:gator Tutor twice to advise he was still looking for Croom’ s number, which he never furnished. In
a subsequentmtemew of Croom and Niatthis, on November 16, 2016, they advised that after Dowless
received the above referenced cai] from NCSBE mvestlgators Dowless called them on their r.ellphone
which they share (telephone numbe to warn them that there was an m\restlgataon and
coached them as to what they should say if contacted by investigators with the State Board. (Dowless

~ allegedly called Croom and Matthls from his Ceilphone number—

. The Heather Regaster complair_lt was received via an emaii from Heather Register’zo the Bladen
County BOE on November 9, 2016.  [It was later followed by a formal affidavit from Ms. Register, dated

. November 18, 2016.] In her email, Heather Register described circumstances in which Caitlyn Croom

and herboyfriend, Matthew Matthis appeared at the Register residence on September 22, 2016, to

-encourage Heather and Timothy-Register (husband and wrfe) to request absentee ballots. Croom and

Matthis were known to the Registers because Croom had previously dated ’ﬁhetrson Michael Register.
Croonrand Matthis informed the Registers that they were being paid to secure a certain number of
absentee request forms from voters. Croom and Matthis did not disclose the identity of the payer to
the Registers. The Registers never received or voted their ballots. When Heather Register attempted
tovote in person on Election Day, she was informed that she had “already voted.” In an interview on
November 16, 2016, Matthis and Croom admitted that they obtained the ballots of the Registers and
their son and delivered them to Dowless, along with other ballots, to get paid. They stated that they

-signed Heather and Timothy Regzster’ s ballots but did not mark a vote in any-of the contests (which has

been verified by the mvesttgatlon) under the belief that the Registers could stilf vote if their absentge

‘ballots were blank.” They stated their motivation for doing so was to include those ballots with others
-that they delivered to Dowless so that he would pay them per their agreement. According to Croom and

Ma{_tthis, they'compl'eted Michael Register’s request form and ballot with his consent over the
telephone. [Falsely signing an abséntee ballot is a violation of NCGS 163-275(4).

Matthis and Croom identified other individuals.who they believe were also being paid to bring
ballots to Dowless. Additionally, a review of absentee ballot request forms revealed other requests
where a similar system of initials at the top of the forms may bé associated with individuals working for
Dowless. Voters associated with request forms assisted by Croom and Matthis, as well as voters
associated with other “assisters” possibly employed by Dowless have also been identified for future
interviews as needed.

BLADEN CO{JNT\’ IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION PAC:

During routine processing of mail-in absentee ballots at the Bladen County Board of Elections
(BOE) in late October 2016, Brian Hehl, a Bladen County BOE board member, noticed that several of the
ballots contained write-in votes for the non-partisan office of Soil and Water Conservation District
Supervisor wherein the handwriting for a write-in candidate on multiple ballots appeared similar. Upon
closer examination, Mr. Hehl noticed patterns of similar handwriting on the ballot container envelopes
associated with the witnesses for those ballots, suggesting that the write-in votes, which were for
candidate Franklin Graham, were possibly written by the same four or five witnesses, rather thanthe
voters. Mr. Hehl thereafter relayed his concerns of possible tampering, fraud, or intimidation of voters
whose absentee ballots contained the suspicious handwriting, to the Bladen County BOE Director, the
other Bladen County BOE board members, and the North Carolina State Board of Elections (NCSBE).
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The NCSBE Investigations Division thereafter opened an investigation into the circumstances of the
baliot drive and the auz‘hentici‘ty of the ballots.

.App[tcable Election Law Statutes:

North Ca rolina election statutes specrfy proced ures for voting and transmitting absentee ballots
[NCGS 163-231], as well as who, and under what circumstances a person can assist a voter by markmg
their absentee ballot [NCGS 163- 226 3]

- NCGS 163-226.3 “certain acts declared felonies” states (in part) it is a Class | felony “for ahy
person except the voter’s near relative or the voter’ s verifiable legal guardian to assist the voter to vote
an absentee ballot when the voteris voting an absentee ba!!ot otherthan under the procedure
described in G.S. 163-227. 2; prowded that if theré is not a near relative or legal guard[an avallable to
assist the voter, the voter may s‘equest some other: ;)erson to glve assistance.”

The absentee ballot c0nta|ner-retum envelope contains a space under the voter’s certification
signature line that is specifically desrgnated for an individual who provides voter assistance to sign,
thereby certifying that they assisted the voter in marklng their ballot [NCGS 163- 229( b){4)].

The “Certification of Person Assisting Voter” on the “Absentee Appl ication and Cer’fiﬁcate” reads as
follows:

* “Icertify that | assisted the voter in marking his or her baflot afccordfng to his or her instruction
and/or 1 assisted the voter in signing this certificate because the voter is unable to complete and/or s sign
this certification.”

The absentee ballot container-returmn enve'iope also contains a space specifically designated for
two qualified witnesses to sign certifying that the voter marked or caused the ballot to be marked “in
his/her presence according to his/her instruction, and signed the absentee application and certn" cate

[NCGS 163-229(3)].

The “Witnesses’ Certification” on the “Absentee Application and Certificate” reads as follows:

“I certify that I am at least 18 years of age and am not disqudlified by G.S. 163-226.3{a)(4) or
G.5.163-237{b1) to assist this voter in marking or witnessing the casting of his/her absentee ballot, and
in my presence, the voter marked the enclosed ballot, orcaused it to be marked in his/her presence
according to his/her instruction, and signed this absentee application and certificate.”

The rules and standards for counting official ballots are set forth in NCGS 163-182.1.

State Board Investigation of the BCIA write-in campaign:

There were approximately 234 write-in mail-in ABS-ballots received by the Bladen County BOE
for Franklin Graham at the time the irregularity was reported to the State Board. The Bladen County
BOE advised that the witness names on the ballots were individuals believed to be associated with voter
drive efforts for the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC (BCIA). The witness names appearing
with the most frequency on the absentee ballot container-return envelopes were: Deborah Maonroe,
Lola Wooten, Barbara Cogdell, Marﬁjohnson, Bridgette Keaton, Keana Keaton, and Arthur Owens.

An examination of the absentee ballot container-return envelopes and the corresponding
ballots confirmed a notable pattern of similarities in the handwriting on the ballots for write-in
candidate Franklin Graham compared to the handwriting of witnesses whose printing appeared in the
witness section on the ballot container-return envelopes. However, the investigation determined that
no complaints were received at the Bladen County BOE or the NCSBE from any voters assisted by
workers believed tc be associated with the BCIA. As stated above, the investigation of the questioned

a
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ballots was initiated based upon possrble irregularities observed bya Bladen County BOE board

. member

Workers associated with, the BCIA who were located and interviewed by State Board

- investigators admitted that they printed the name of write-in candidate Frankiin Graham on the ballots

for voters they were assisting as witnesses. None of the thnesses who assisted Wlth the write-in votes
were found to have signed the above referenced assistance certxﬁca’aon on the ballot container

- envelope. The witnesses cited reasons such as advanced age, poor handwriting, poor spelling, voter

convenience, as explanatxons asto why they wrote the candidate’s name on the ballot for the voter.

;The witnesses indicated that they ass;s‘ted with the voter’ s consent and wrote the write-in candldate s

name per the wishes of the voter. One of the witnesses stressed that in domg so they did not “fill in the
bubble” next to- the write-in candidate’s name, leaving that forthe voter to do. Another witness stated
that they understood the assistance certxﬁcatlon to be used for assistance to voters who were

* incapacitated, and were unable to mark their entire ballot None of the witnesses who were

mtennew_ed appeared to have an understanding that by writing the write-in candidate’s name on the
voteH$ ballot, they'were “assisting” the voter in marking their ballot, and therefore were required to
sign the assistance certification on the ballot container-return envelope. Additional interviews of ballot
witnesses were suspended based upon notification by one of the ballot witnesses to State Board
mvestxgatorsthat the BCIA had engaged Attorney Irving Joyner to represent the organizations and its
workers., A telephone call made to Attorney Joyner confirmed that representation.

Six voters who were assisted by the above witnesses were located and interviewed. No
evidence was found to indicate the voters were coerced or intimidated by the witnesses into allowing
the’witness to assist with their write-in vete. The voters who were interviewed identified the signature
on the “Voter's Certification” as their own sxgnature and-comparisons te known signatures on previous
votmg documents appeared identical. Some of the voters stated they knew the witnesses and trusted
them to “help” them vote their candidate choices by making suggestions and by promoting certain
candtdates. One voter stated she did not know who Franklin Graham was, but nevertheless was
satisfied with the recommendation of Graham by the witnesses. Some of the voters stated they were
unsure as to who filled in the circle next to Graham’s name. Those same voters indicated that
regardless, they (the voter) controlled the decision as to their choices and voted and signed their own
ballot. None of the voters indicated that anyone marked the other contests on their ballot. Two of the
voters denied that the witnesses were ever present with' them when they voted. They had no logical
explanatioh as to how the witnesses were able 1o sign their ballots and, overall, their statements
concerning the circumstances of their vote were of questionable credibility. Additional interviews were
attempted prior to the State Board hearing on December 3, 2016 with negative results. Business cards .
left at various residences by investigators did, not generate a response from those individuals.

State Board Hearing re BCIA:

On December 3, 2016, the State Board of Elections convened for a probable cause hearing
associated with an election protest submitted to the Bladen County BOE by candidate Leslie McCrae
Dowiless, Jr., who ran and won his contest in the November 8, 2016 General Election for Soil and Water
District Supervisor in Bladen County. At the outset of the hearing, the State Board moved that probable
cause was already established and the board unanimously agreed to a full hearing of the facts. The
substance of the protest was that evidence existed to suggest the possibility of fraud associated with a
large number of mail-in absentee ballots submitted to the Bladen County BOE in the November 8, 2016
General Election. Specifically, the protest alleged that persons working as paid volunteers for the BCIA
on a “get-out-the-vote” {“GOTV”) absentee ballot voter drive effort, and who served as witnesses to
several ballots, possibly voted the ballots for the voter and/or failed to properly certify assistance given
to the voter in marking their ballots. The protest concluded that the affected ballots were irreparably
“flawed” and should be entirely discounted in that the voter’s intent could not be determined.
Attorneys representing the opposition to the protest acknowledged the possibility that improper
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assistance may have been provided, in that the assisters failed to sign the assistance certification, but

argued that if that was required, the failure to do so did not necessarily show illegal intent and, in any

case, would not be suf'ﬁoent reasonto. dlsco unt the voter's intent asreﬂected in their ballot under NCGS
163-182.1.

After considering the legal arguments from attomey§ representing both sides, as well as witness
testimony, the State Board voted to dismiss the Dowless protest under 163-182.10(d){2)(c)- "In‘'doing so,
the board found that while i 1mproper assistance may have been provided by the individuals who wrote
the write-in candidate’s name.on the ballot without' signing the assistance certification, there was.
insufficient evidenice to dlsquahfy the affected ballots under 163-182.1(2). Because of the Irregulant:es
exposed in Bladen County, and hecause the 2016 General E[ecﬂon ‘also invoived a federal election, the
State Board Voted to make information concerning the November 8, 2016 General Election in Bladen
County available o the United States Attorney’s Office, EDNC, for re_wew.

'NOVEMBER 2016 GENERAL ELECTION PROTESTS:

After the November 8, 2016 General Election, preliminary results were showing that
Gubernatorial candidate Roy Cooper had a slim margin of votes over candidate Patrick McCrory and ‘that
Cooper-had possnbty won the election Within days of the election, McCrae Dowless filed an election

“protest as referenced above, in Bladen County, which questioned the validity of write-in votes for

opposing Seil and Water candidate Franklin Graham. Dowless did so aithough he had won his contest by
a wide margln

Dowiess appeared before the NCSBE Board on Decernber 3, 2016, regarding his protest, wh!ch
was remanded to the State Board. Dowless, who was under oath when he made his appearance,
admitted that he did not author the protest'and that he had no personal knowledge of many of the facts '
presented in his protest. He identified the person who prepared the protest as attorney “Steve
Robér’rs.” His protest accused the Bladen County improvement Association (BCIA) of conducting a
“massive scheme to run an absentee ballot mill involving hundreds of ballots, perpetrated by and
through-the Bladen County improvement Association PAC”, and it sought to have those bailofs
disqualified. Dowless’ protest went on to state:

“These are not simply helpful individuals who have attempted to assist a large swath of Bladen

' County’s voters to cast their ballots. This is the shocking evidence resulting from a blatant scheme to try

to impact the voting results of an entire county. This is clear from the fact that only a very few of the
voter assistance sections of these mailed-in absentee ballots have been completed, despite being
completed by just a few individuals.”

Dowless stated under oath that although he was the winner of the Soil and Water race, he felt
compelled to submit his protest because he became aware that there were a “high volume of write-in
votes” which he believed merited an investigation. Dowless stated that on or about November 10,
2016, he had a conversation about the “volume of write-in ballots” with Bladen County Republican Party
Chairman Landon Bordeaux, who asked Dowless if he would be willing to submit a protest to the Bladen
County BOE. According to Dowless, Bordeaux told Dowless, “I'm going to make a call, and somehody
will be giving you a call.” Dowless was thereafter put in contact with Attorey Steve Roberts of
Holtzman, Vogel, Josefiak, Torchinsky PLLC. . '

 Examination of Dowless’ protest document and attachments showed an extremely curious
attachment, which was the affidavit that Heather Register submitted to the Bladen County BOE on
Nm'er_h ber18.2016. Init, Heather Register described how Croom and Matthis had solicited her and her
husband to vote absentee, and that Croom and Matthis told the Registers they were being paid by
someone to do so. Heather Register stated she and her husband never received their ballots and she
was told she had already voted when she tried to vote on Election Day. Since Croom and Matthis clearly

6
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worked for Dowless, it made no sense that Dowless would attach the Register complaint to his protest.
The effect was that the protest was falsely attributing the dircumstances of the Register incident to '
persons associated with the BCIA. Attomey Roger Knight, who repreSented Dowless, referenced the
detailsof the Heather Reg;ster complaint in making an argument before the State Board that the ballots
of a pproxnmately 400 Bladen cou nty voters should be discounted because the true intent of the voter
was impossible to discern. In his openmg remarks at the State Board hearing (see transcript), Knight
referenced the Register complamt as further evidence of thé “scheme or plan” associated with’ GOTV

‘(get-out-the-vote) efforts by the BCIA Knight further referenced the Linda Baldwin complaint as -

another example, stating: “there i is another affidavit from a Ms Baldwin that's amended to or attached .
to the Reglster complaint, and whxch we would llke to incorporate by reference, which states that A
individuals came 1o her door, asked her to fill out a request for an absentee ballot, and saymg that if she ’

' would do so, they would — they, meaning the people that came to the door, would be paid. ...And I also -

note—and in the Heather Register affidavit, Ms. Reglster in her affidavit says that the absentee ballots
that she requested never came to her, and that when she went on Election Day to vote, she was told
that she had already voted by absentee ballot and so had her family members, which she denies doing.”

Throughout the above statement, Dowless was present and could hear the evidence that his
attorney was presenting to the State Board on his behalf. Nothing was said by Dowless to his attorney
or the State Board to correct the description that was inaccurately atiributing the Baldwin and Register
lllegal conduct to the BCIA when Dowless knew full well that the -Baldwin and Register complaints

. described actlons of Matthis and Croom, persons who were working for Dowless.

“In histestimony before the NCSBE Board on December 3, 2016, Dowless denied requln’ng his

: -campalgn workers to accumulate any quota of request forms and specifically demed requmng his

workers to bring any absentee ballots to hir, stating, “No ballots come (sic) to me.” Dowless first
denied that he ever spoke with Croom after he was contacted by NCSBE investigators, and then changed
his testlmony to state that he did speak with Croom and she told him that “Ms. Fleming had called her”
[lnvestlgator Fleming had no telephone numberto call Croom or any contact with Croom at the time
that Dowless was first contacted by NCSBE investigators, October 24,2016. No contact with Croom was
establlshed until 11/16/2016 when Croom and Matthis were interviewed for the first time.] When
asked if he knew Matthew Matthis, Dowless responded, “l know of him, yes sir.” The investigation has
established that Croom and Matthis reside together, and share a cellphone and a vehicle, facts that
Dowless was likely aware of based upon the circumstances of his contact with them.

On December 3, 2016, the State Board voted to dlsmlss Dowless’ protest (see description of
BCIA investigation) for reasons unrelated to any potential perjury by Dowless.

Dowless has a previous state felony conviction for insurance fraud and perjury in Bladen County,
NC, along with numerous misdemeanor worthless check and traffic violations. [Under NCGS 163-275(4)
it is a felony violation for any person to swear falsely with regard to any matter pertaining to any
primary or election.]

Investigation has determined that during the same time period that the Dowless protest was
submitted, Steve Roberts and other attorneys and/or associates from Holtzman, Vogel, Josefiak,
Torchinsky PLLC contacted and recruited additional registered North Carolina voters from numerous
couhties in North Carolina for the purpose of asking them to sigh protests alleging voter fraud and/or
alleging knowledge of the operation of suspected absentee ballot mills. Evidence and interviews
conducted to date, show a pattern of the voters solicited as “protestors” being provided with pre-
printed protest forms containing the names of voters who allegedly had committed voter fraud as
double voters or as convicted felons who had voted, as well as other accusations. The protest forms
followed a standardized format of twelve questions to be answered by the protestor, including asking
about the nature of the evidence, the persons knowledgeable about the evidence, and the factual basis
for believing that the allegations were “sufficient to cast doubt upon the results of the election.” The
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information contained in these protests vias. presented as if it represented facts known-to the person
who had signed-the protest. In reality, the signers had not conducted their own research regarding the
voters, did not know how the facts were, establlshed or how votel’s names were chosen and had no
documentatlon or eVIdence to back up their clarms of voterfraud Rather the protestors appearto have
been used asa proxy’ to allege v10latlons based upon evxdence of unknown origin, most of whlch was
never presented at the hearmgs ' '

Interviews: have determmed that pro’cestors selected by the a’ctomeys were promised that they

‘ would be prov;ded with’ evndence to present at the protest hearmg at their local county BOE, and were
. _ Ied to belleve that the a’ftorneys would asssst them and/or be physxcally present at the hearmg(s) The

protest forms were typxcally electromcally tra nsml’fted from the law firm in Virginia, to the sélected
protestors in North Carolina-via emall and/or facsimile. . The protes‘tors were asked to sign and

'electromcally transmit their sngned protest forms back to thelaw. firm. The law firm would thereafter

transmiit the protest forms from the, law frm in V‘rgmla to the appropriate North Carolina county board
of elections on ‘behalf of the: protestor WhICh gave the appearance that they represented the protestor.

L fitis noted, thatin Dowless’ testlmony ‘before the State Board attorneys representing the McCrory

campaigit clalmed that they also’ represented Dowless.] Interviews of protestors have revealed that

. they were not furnished with the: evndence they were promised and that despite their efforts to obtain

the evxdence needed to support their- protest the attorneys failed to respond to their requests and did
not appear atthe heanngs The county BOEs were nevertheless required to hold hearmgs and to send
notlces to the aﬁected voters to appear

Th‘e effort to have numerous ballots disqualified through the above described protests was
abruptly abandoned by the attomeys in late November 2016. The accusations of votér fraud against the
affected voters were covered in publlc media reports. Interviews of the voters have established that
they felt harmed by the false accusations of voter fraud and were concerned about damage to their
reputation-in the community. Asa result, a civil suit has been filed by some of the victims.

Summag

The facts developed in the above interrelated investigations demonstrate efforts to impact the
process by which ballots in a federal and state election were obtained, cast, and counted. Therefore,
the results of the investigation to date are being presented for review by appropriate prosecutors. .
Please contact NCSBE Chief lnvestlgatorjoan M. Fleming with any questions or for additional
information at 919-814-0750 or joan.fleming@ncsbe.gov.
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Jon David—District Atterney

Emsail: jon.david@eicoaris.org
January 26, 2018

Interim Assistant Director Dirk German
NCSBI Special Investigations Unit
3320 Garner Road

Raleigh, NC 27610

Dear Special Agent German,
Greetings! The purpose of this leiter is to address the investigation, and

prosecution if necessary, of several matters originally handled by the North Carolina
State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement Tear (hereinafier NCSBE) ard now

ymder your review. Specifically, the NCSBE has opened up three investigations: Case

niimber 2016-141, concerning possible absentee ballot fraud committed by Patriots for
Progress [E PAC; Case number 2016142, concerning possible absentee ballot frand
committed by the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC; and Case pumber
2016-166, voter fraud 4llegations and possible false statements o affect election outcome
allegedty perpetrated by McCrae Dowless. The above cases are related investigations
originating in Bladen County and opened by the NCSBE i November 2016.

Bladen Coumty has a troubled history of political groups exploiting the use of
absertee ballots in an effort to skew support for a specific candidate or group of
candidates. Indeed, as a Iocal elected official myself, I bave had numerous encounters
with various such groups, somne of whom are the subject of the above stated cases. These
groups package the anticipated ability to garner absentee ballots as-a cominodity to be
brokered. As a candidate, 1 have never engaged the services of any group 1o get out the

vote (GOTV) and as District Attorney 1 have been outspoken in.may criticism of their
efforts. Tn fact, T sponsored a voter information meeting at the Bladen County Courthouse

in 2012, together with Gary Bartlett, then Executive Direcfor of the NCSBE. The purpose
of the meeting was to educate the public about the appropriate procedures to foliow in the

" collection of absentee ballots. At that time, representatives from both of the above named
‘groups were in attendance. Sadly, it appears that these groups have failed to heed our

advice.

‘During my election run for District Attorney m 2010, 2 local media outlet
WWAY ran a story featuring Mr. McCrae Dowless® effort to get out the vote for the
benefit of my opponent, Harold (Butch} Pope. Moreover, on the other side of the political
aiste, the Bladen Impmvement Society was nmmored to have packaged 2 considerable

‘pumber of votes in favor of my opponent Rex Gore, in the 2006 election for District
Attorney. In short, givenmy personal history with both of these groups in general, and

Mr. Dowless 1 particular, I peiceive a conflict of interest in iny office handling this
perspective litigation.
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As you are awaze, case number 2016-166 involving M. McCrae Dowless alleges

criminal behavior which occurred in Wake County. Accordingly, District Attoruey Lorrin
" Freeman has jurisdiction over that matter. Given the interlocking nature of these cases,

coupled with the fact of District Attorney Freeman‘s concurrent jurisdiction, and
considering my perceived conflict, I feel it appropriate for her office to handle all of thess
matters. I have previously discussed this situation with. District Attorney Freeman and she
is- prepared to accept responsibility for all of these cases.

By copy of this letter, I am requesting that you report directly to District Attarney
Fieeman and allow her to handle all of these matters. Please do not hesitate to contact me
if you have any quesiions or concerns. Thank you in advance for your commitment to
ensuz¢ the integnty of the voting process in Bladen County by holding any wrongdoers
accountable.

Sincerely,

Jon David
District Attorney
13® Progécintorial District

¢c: District Attorney Lorrin Freeman.
cc: NCSBE Director Kim Strack
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NCSBE
Case # 2016-142
BLADEN COUNTY IMPROVEMENT
ASSOCIATION PAC
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2016
General Election
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jynthia Shaw
‘rom: Fleming, Joan </oanFleming@ncsbegavs-
fent: Tuesday, November 01,.2016 415 PM
fo: Cynithia" Shaw
Subject: RE: ABS ballot Investigation *
Cynthia,

After discussing this matier with Veronica, we both agree that concerning the absentee ballots containing suspicious
handweriting associated with wrlte-in votes, that vou and your staff should copy the asseciated ballot container envelopes
and scan them in to send to me in Ralelgh 5o that we can begin looking into this, ©f course, we do not want you to copy or
send any of the actua] ballots iy question. We will make a trip to Bladen:County assoon after Eléction Day as possible to
review the hallots that are at Issue and make & plan of action based upon that review and our review of the envelop
containers. Please handle and store:the original ba!lot contalners it your normal fashion. Please process all absentee

ballots in your hormal fashion and let us know if you have any additional Issues or guastions.

Joan

Joan M. Heming, CFE/Chief investigator

North Carolina State Board of Elections
" 41N, Harrington Street
\ost Office Box 27255

leigh, NC 27611

819,715.1792 office | 919.715.0135 fax

Www . ncsheigov
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Brizn Hehi
POBox 592
Dublin NC 28332
810-876-1579.

% November 2016

.'Ioan.F!em'ing
NCSBEOE

Dear.rs. Fleming:

At your du’ecuon fron the preutous einal in regards to absentes baliot Irregularities, we
reviewed those ballots and envelopes, and separated thent to be photecopled, Due to a possible rmssed ’
ballot and or vote; the absentee machine was zeroed and all absentees from 10-18- -16 were pmc_essed
through thevoting machine again, While Chairman fudium snd Secretary Daniel ran the ballots
through, Director Shaw and { separated 6ut the envelopes for those that had write-int votes. We did this
by mistching the ballots fror the outstack bin fo the envelopes, after Ludium and Daniefs putthem
through the machine, We were In direct view of both aperations so that all members could see both :
processes for oversight. Duringthat separation, there.were severaltia ndwriting patterns that were
overtly simlfar. Ferthermore, those handwriting pattarns were spedific to certain names onthe
envelopes. By the end of the sorting process, teould determine the name on the envelope with a very
high.degree of accuracy, just by seeing the handwntmg ot the ballot, Of these narnes, two stood out.
One Is Patricia Cogdell, and the other ls Deborah Monroe. -fam in ho waya handwriting expert, but
some of the charattersin the handwreiting on the ballots appear to be slimilar in morphology to her
signature. ‘With Deborah Monroe, her handwriting has a slent that [0oks.te be written left handed, The
tops of the lgtiers lean towards the left, while the voters” signatires generally lean to the right.
However, onthe ballots, the write-in names lean similar to Monroe’s signature= After reviewing those.
haltats, ldo notrecall seeingany of them with writteh documantation that they actuslly assisted the
voters, only that they witriessed the vaters fliting in the ballots. We have not done any other ballots tue
to the time consuming process on 1 November, 2016. We, asa board have agreed to finish the,
absentee ballots on Monday before the election, Atthat time, we can, i yot wish; Jook at more
envelopes and ballots, but with the onesfound on T November; | befieve there aré an overwhefming
number of otcurrénces afready, to review and investigate. If you have any questions whatsoever, please
feel $ree to contact me.

Sincerslys

/ﬂfﬁf——*’

James Brian Hehi i
Member, Bladen County Board of Elections
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NCSBE Report of Investigation

Case Number: 20316-142

Investigator(s): Joan Fleming/Marshail Tutor

Document:  Interview of Michael Cogdell, 11/14/2016
County(s): Bladen County
Subject(s): Biaden County Improvernent Assaciation PAC

Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2016 General Election

On11/14/2016, Michacl Cogdel, J12953, resicing = [

was contacted for aninterview. After being advisad of the identity of the interviewing
officials and the purpose of the interview, Cogdell provided the following info rmation:

Cogdell was shown 2 copy ofan absente ballot container envelopé corresponding to voter Dwight Dale
Campbell which was witnessed by Cogdell and Joyce Campbell. Cogdell ackn‘owfedge‘d that the:
signature on-one of the witness [ines was his signature. He stated that Dwight Campbell’s mother, Joyce
Campbell, asked him to witness her son’s signature on his absentes ballot. Cogde!l stated that Dwight
Campbeil was. present and he agreed to sign his absentee ballot container envelopea as awitness. Joyce
Campbell signed as the second witriess.

Cogdell was informed that itis a violation of Nerth Carclina election law for a candidate to assistavoter
by signing as a witness to their absentee ballot. Cogdall stated that he was not aware of the faw
pertaining to candidates assisting with absentee ballots ard he advised that if that is the case he had
made an error that did not stem from malice or intent to harm anyone. He advised that he would
comply with the law'in the futisre.

Cogdell:stated that his wife, Barbara Cogdell, also-assistad several voters with their absentee baliots. He
advised that Barbara Cogdell and Joyce Campbell are cousins, and they are considered “family.” He
pravided 3 celiphone number for Barbara which is

Concernihg assistance given to voterswith a write-in vote for candidate Cogdell stated
that he believes thatif any law was violated, it was done s0 inadverteritly by associates of the Bladen
County Improvernent Association {BCIA), of-whi_r-.’h he is a member. He stated the BCIA is made up of a
group of voters whiose interest is to-push anagenda that promotes. minority representationin
government. As such, the BCOA conducts voter drives at churches and tries to reach “shut-ins” who may
not otherwise have an opportutity to vote. He advisedthat the BCIA uses “witness teams” and will
sometimes leave-voters with a list of telephone numbers of volunteers they can cali for assistance with
their absentee ballot. He stated the BCIA follows rules and recognizes that assistance canonly be’
provided if the voterasks for their assistance. He stated they are “hands off” with the ballots after
serving as witnesses.
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cogdell advised tha i NN - sscd the"ﬁling deadline for candidates and conseguently he ran
as a “write-in” candidaté. His candidacy was supported by the BCIA and voting for -Nas
presented as an option to voters contacted by the BCIA.

Cogdell made reference to training that he and others received from an employee of the State Board,
identified as Lee Cooley, whe instructed thatif a person asked for assistance with their ballot, then
assistance coutd be provided. Cogdell was under the impression that the only time an individual who
provided assistance had to sign the assistance attestztion, was when that individual assisted the person
invoting their ballot by marking the circles associated with candidates chosen by the voter.. He stated
that his understanding of the situation concerfiing assistance with the write-in candidate, is that several
voters were agreeable to voting for [ ut were not familiar with his name and therefore
preferred that the BCIA volunteer filled in his name on the write-in line of the ballot. Henoted that
some voters have poor handwriting or can’t spell, or have shaky hands, and therefore welcomed the
assistance given in wr_i’ting_na me. Cogdell stated that it was his understanding that filling out.
the assistance section of the ballot envelope was for voters who were completely incapacitated, and
could notphysically complete any parts of the ballot without help. In any ¢ase,; it was net his
understanding that BCIA workers were providing routine assistance in selecting and- marking voting
choices for voters. Therefore, they did not believe the assistance attestation applied.

Cogdell stated he wished to provide background on an unrelated complaint that was forwarded to the
Bladen County. Board of Elections {(BCBOE) by Linda Johnson-Baldwin. He stated he was home one
evening and received a call from Dorothy Johnson who wanted Cogdell to know ahout a situation
invoiving Baldwin and someone who had taken her absentee ballot and who had not returned the baliot
as promised. Cogdell contacted Baldwin by telephone and she confirmed that 2 male individual,
identified as “Josh,” had collected her ballot dnd Had not retumed i to her after promising that he
would. Baldwin saidthat Josh had come by herhouse to see if she wanted to vote absentee in the
upcorning election. Joshrwas purportedly working his way through_co’!iege-and'was being paid--tc:l"soli'c'it
voters by an unknown person. Baldwin felt that she wanted to help him-and she told Cogdel! that her
sons went to school with Josh and knew him. Three or four days after'she applied for absentee ballots
for herself and children, Josh came by to assist with the ballots.  Baldwin told Cogdell that losh
indicated that his “boss” wanted him to push voters to vote for candidate Ray Britt, and that Josh was
upset with her when she teld him “no.” Hetold Baldwin that he needed to take her and her sons ballots
into his possession so that he could bring them to his boss so he could get paid for hiswork. Baldwin
allowed Josh to take the ballots, bt told him she wanted them back after he showed thermn to his boss.
She told Cogdell that she' had no telephone to redch Josh-and was worriéd because she wanted to vote
in the election. Baldwin asked Cogdell what she should do and he recommended that she file a written
complaint with the BCBOE, which she did on or about-10/4/2015. ‘Cogdell and Dorothy fohnson

-assisted Baldwin in making her complaint by going to the BCBOE and'speaking with the Director, Cynthia
‘Shaw. Shaw told them she didn’t know who “Josh” was but she would “cancel” the ballots i they

arrivéd at the BCBOE.

Cogdell stated that zfter sbout one week he called toask if Baldwin had voted. Shetold him she had,
She subsequently informed Cogdell that “Josh” had re-appeared at_her residence with her and her sons”
hallotsin hand, and a letter of apology. When he asked if anyone from the BCBOE had called her she
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told him they had not. Cogdeli made copies of the baliot envelopes that were returned to Baidwin by
losh. Cogdell informed Herace Munn, President of the Bladen County Improvement Association, who
contacted the State Board.

Cogdell stated it seems fair to say that “Josh” was pushing an-opposing candidate to Cogdell in that Ray
Britt was also running for town council. Cogdell noted that Horace Munn :and.McCraeEiowless{th is
associated with an.opposing PAC) “used to be friends.” Cogdell advised he is not familiar with either of
the withesses indicate.d_ on Baldwin’s abseritee envélope, who are identified as “Caitlyn Croom” and
“Matthew Matthis.”

Copies of relevant voter documents {except for the ballot) are attached to this report.

2016-142/Active
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NCSBE Report of Investigation

Case Number: 2016-142
investigator(s): Joan Fleming/Marshall Tutor:

Document: Interview of Barbara I_ Cogdell, 11/14/2015
County(s}: BladenCounty
Subject(s): Biaden County Improvement Association PAC

Possiblé Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08]201’6-Gen9ra! Election

On 11/14/2016, Barbara J. Cogdetl, DOE [Il/1950, resicing = [ NG

was contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity of the
interviewing officials and the purpose of the interview, Cogdell provided the Tollowing information:

Cogdell acknowledged that she participated i a get-out:the-vote (5OTV) absentee ballot drive,
sponsored by the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC (BCiA) in-advance of the 2016 general
election.

Cogdell was shown a copy of an absentee ballot container envelope corresponding to voter Samuel Lee
McNair, Jf., which was withessed by Cogdell twe times, with no other witness appearing. Cogdell
acknowledged that the signatures on two witness lines were her signatures. She stated she did not
Know why.she sigried as a withess twice on McNair's ballot envelope; but she speculated that likely was
distracted, talking to people, and did riot realize that she witnessed the ballot twice.

Concerning another ABS ballot application associated with voter Dorthe Ann Shipman, Cogdell again
signed twice, but then appeared to have crossed through her first signature replacing it with the name:
Stephen Cogdell. Cogdell identified Stephen Cogdell as her son_ She stated that her son was with her
wtien she met With Shipman and she and her son signed the ballot container envelope in Shipman’s
pressnce. [investigator's Note: The signature of Stéphen Cogdell appears to be identical hahdwriting to
that of Barbara Cogdell.] ' '

'C'o'g'dell' stated that she sométimes worked with Mary-lohnsonwho was also a GOTV volunteer for the
BCIA.

In addition to assisting voters.vote by absentee ballot in their homes, Cogdell also stated she assisted
other voters by bringing them to the polls.

2016-142fActive
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NCSBE Report of lnvestigation

Case Number: 2016-142

investigator(s): Joan Fleming/Marshail Tutor

Docurment:  Interview of Deborah Monroe, 13/17/2016
County(_s): Biaden County

Subject(s}: Bladen County Improvement Association PAC ,
Possible-Abséntee Ballot, Fraud — 11,/08/2016 General Election

On:11i17i-2016| Deborsh Moiroe_, pos /1959, residing | | | |

was contacted for an interview at her residence.  After being advised of
the identity of the interviewing officials and the'purpose &f the interview, Monroe provided the
following information:.

Monroe stated that she worked on-an absentee ballot voter drive effort associated with the Bladen
County Improvemenit Association PAC (BCIA) 35 a paid volunteer prior to the November 2016 general
election. She denied being a “member” of the BCIA PAC and said she was siim ply assisting the
organization by trying to help “get-out-the-vote.” She advised the purpose of the voter drive-éffort was
“helping people with ballots” and she stated that shie and others would “ask if we could come back and
‘help” with their ballet.

Monroe stated that her group was Suppllor_t'i ng a “straight Democratic ticket” and as such, she made it
clear that she supported voting for Democratic candidates that appeared on a sample ballot that she.
would show o voters. However, she stressed that she'informed voters that-although she was
supporting those candidates, the voter could vote for whomever they wanted, including Republican
candidates, and that her organization could not tell avoter how tovote, nor didthey have 1o voie-a
straight Democratic ticket.

Monroe advised that one of the candidates that the BCIA was supporting was a write-in candidate for
Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor; identified as Franklin Graham. She would inform
voters “we have @ write-in candidate who'is Frankiin Graham” and wouid tell the voter “you can vote for
him If you want to.” She stated she would tell the voter, “we can’t telt you how to vote — ifyou want
hirn you can vote for him, of rot - i's up 6 you”

Monroe noted that several voters asked if Monroe could assist ther by writing Graham’s harhe on thelr
ballot. She stated she would agree o help write Graham’s name, but informied the voters that they had
1o “bubble in” the circlé beside the write-in because she could notdo that. She was adamant that she
never filled in the bubble because she understood the voter had to do that.  She stated that if they failed
to fill in the:bubhie, her understandirig was that their vote would fiot count. Munroe stated thatsome
of the voters they encountered were unable to read or write, or were visually ar physically impaired,
such that they needed assistance.with the writing Frankiin Graham’s name on their bailot. She noted
that some were ”?oung’_, new volers” who “didnt know how to vote”
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Monroe denied being aware of the need to-sign the “certification of person assisting voter” contained
on the absentee ballot container envelope. She noted that the voters filled in their own “circles”
indicating who they wanted to vote for, and Monroe helieved that i doing so they were voting their
own ballot— including when they filled in the bubble next to Franklin Graham's name. Monrog noted
that in instances where she has been asked to provide. assistance to voters at the polls, she has never
been asked to signany paper. She noted that at times, she has had to help very elderly people fill in the
circles next to their cholees, because they are unable to do so for themselves. She stated that if they
asked for help, assistance was given. She reiterated that there was no.requirement to sign anything at
the polls,

Monroe stated that when she and others working for the BCIA went to voter’s residences there were
sometimes other family members or friends who could serve as witnesses for the voter and-on those
occasions, Monaroe would not need to serve as a witness.

Mornroe stated that she has been involved in voter drives for “5 or 6 years” and has always assisted
people inthe same manner as described above. She was net certain if she had ever assisted with a
write-in candidate in & previous election, but she had assisted with absentee ballots as a'witness.

Meonroe stated she was only paid a small amount of money for her work which covered expenses for
gas. She opined that more effort should be spent investigating people who are “getting paid and
abusing people.” She was aware of allegations circulating on Faceboek that she and others had done
something wrong in the way they conducted the voter drive. She noted the allegations included that
she or ¢thers had intentionally disguised their handwriting when filling in the write-in candidate’s name
by writing with their weak hand. Monroe denied the allegation, stating she had “no reason” to disguise
hér._h‘andwriting.-. Monroe stated she has had cargal tunnel surgery on her left hand and that she has
always printed “from Kindergarten to 11 grade.”

¥

When shown some ballots containing printing believed to be Monroe’s printing of write-in candidate
Franklin Graham’s name, Monroe did not deny that she did print Graham’s name on several ballots to
assistvoters. She denied that any of the writing of Grahari’s name in “cursive” was hers.

2016-142/Active
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NCSBE Report of _Investiga’tio_n

Case Number: 2016-142

Investigator(s): fean Fleming/Marshalt Tutor

Document: Interview of Jannie Mae Smith, 11/16/2016
County(s}: Bladen County

Subject(s): Bladen County Improvement Association PAC
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud —11/08/2016 General Election

On 11/16/2016, Janic Mee Smith, DOEJJI1948, residing a
was contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity of the
:ntemewmg officials and the purpose of the: intesview, Smith provided the following information:

Smith recalled applying for an absentee ballot request form for the November 2016 general election and
that the ballot came 1o her residence.

Smith was shown copies.of her “Bladen County Absentee Application and Certificate” and her
corresponding baliot. She confirmed that the signature displayed on the *voter’s certification” was her
signature and added that shie typically votes by absentee ballot. Shé advised that she wasalone when

shevoted her ballot and signed the envelope and there were no withesses present,

Sith stated that she does not know Deborah Monroé o Lala Wodten and nefther were presentwhen

she signed her ballot. Smith was unable to explain how their signatures came to appear on her
absentee application. She does not know _a_nd did not know how his name got on her
ballot. Smith had no recollection.of a write-in vote and she said the handwriting on the ballot is riot her
handwriting.

Smith claimed that after voting her ballot and placing it in the envelope, she sealed the envelope and
gave it 10 her sister to-mail to the Bladen County Board of Elections.

Smith had no logical explanation as to how Wootén and Monroe obtained har ballot to'sign 2s witnesses
or how _name came to be writien on her ballot if they were notpiesentwhen she -
signed her ballot. As such, the credibility of the infermation provided by Smith is.considered
guestionable. Smith did not offer any additional information of value.

Copies of relevant voter documents {excapt for the ballot) are attached to this report..

2016-142/Active
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NCSBE Report of Investigation

Case Number: 2016-142

Investigator(s): Joan Fleming/Marshall Tutor
Document: Interview of Satin Pridgen, 11/16/2016
County(s): Bladen County

Subject{s): Bladen County Improvement Association PAC
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2016 General Election

On 11/16/2016, Satin Danesha Pridgen, DOB [ 1296, resi_ding-_
—was contacted for an interview. Aftéer being advised of the identity of the

interviewing officials and the purpose ofthe interview, Pridgen provided the following information:

Pridgen said that she recalled signing an absentee ballot request form for the November 2015 generat
election and that the ballot came to her residence.

Pridgen was shown copies of her “Bladen County Absentee Application and Cettificate” and her
corresponding ballot. She confirmed that the signature displayed on the “voter’s certification” was her
signature. She advised that she was alone when she signed it and there were no witnesses present.

Pridgen stated that she does not know and has never heard of Deborah Monroe or Lela Wooten and she
had no recollection of efther assisting her as witnesses with her ballot. She stated neither is related to
her and she.did not recall them signing her ballot énvelope. Pridgen was unable to explain how their
signatures came to appear on her abseniee application.

Pridgen stated that she did not vole her ballot, but she did sign the ballot container envelope. She
stated that the batlot envelope was blank when she signed it. According to Pridgen, the ballot was aiso
blank and did contain any handwriting indicating a write-in vote for anyone. She did not know wha
was and had no-knowledge as to how his name came to be written on her ballot. She
stated ‘t_he.,handwr'rtfng on the ballot was not hers. Pridgen denied putting her ballot i the mail ane did
not know who or how it was transmitted 1o the Bladen County BOE. She stated, “Alt 1 did was sign it.”

Pridgen was extremely nesvous-and avoided eye contact with the Investigators during the entire
interview suggesting that she was possibly fearful andjor was givi'n_g less than candid answers. She had
no logical ex planaiﬁon as to why she wouid request her ballot and sign it but not fill it out or mail itin.
She had no information as {o how and where Wooten and Monroe cbtained her ballot to sign as
witnesses or how her batlot, which she stated she never voted, was placed in the mail. ‘As such, the
information provided by Pridgen was not considered credible and Pridgen was advised of same. Pridgen
did not offer any additional information of value.

Copies of relevant voter documents (except for the ballot) are attached to this report.

2016-142/Active
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NCSBE Report of Investigation

Case Number: 2016-142

Investigator(s): Joan Fleming’
Document:  Interview of judy Ann Frederick, 11/28/2016
County{s}: Bladen County

Subject(s): Bladen County Improvement Assaciation PAC
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2016 General Election

On 11/28/2016, Judy Ann Frederick, DOB [/ 1954, residing at NN

was contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity of the
interviewing official and the purpose of the interview, Frederick provided the following Information:

Frederick was shown copies of her“Bladen County Ahsentee Appiication and Certificate” and her
corresponding ballot. She confirmed that the signature displayed on the "voter’s certification” was her
signature.

Frederick advised that she knows both Deborah Monroe and Lola Wooten and she recalled that they
assisted:. her as'witnesses with her ballot.

When asked to explain what kind of assistance Wooten provided, Frederick claimed that she {Frederick)
“voted her own ballot,” However, she stated she did not print the write-in vote tor G -
her kallot and she does not know who ||| | NG is- ~fter reviewing the choices made on her

baliot she stated that she is “ok” with her voted ballot.. it was noted by the writer that Frederick did not

appear to recognize any of the names on the ballot except for one of the presidential-candidates.

Frederick appeared to be i» [

Frederick did not indicate that Wooten or Monroe took possession ofher yoted ballgt.

Copies of relevant voter documents {except for the ballot) are attached to. this report.

2016-142/Active
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NCSBE Report of investigation

Case Number: 2016-142
Investigator{s): Joan Fleming

Document:  Interview of Sue Smith Mciaurin, 11/28/2016
County(s): Bladen County
Subject(s): Bladen County Improvement Association PAC

Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2016 Gerieral Election

was contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity of the
interviewingofficial and-the purpose of the interview, Mclaurin provided the fallowing information:

On 11/28/2016, Sue Smith McLaurin, DOB [ 1955, resid mg_.at__

Melaurin was shown copies of her “Bladen County Absentee Application and Cerlificate” and her
corresponding ballot. She confirmed that the signature displayed onthe “voter’s certification” was her

signature.

Mclaurinadvised that some people appeared at her residence and asked if she would like to vote by
absentee ballot.. She agreed and:signed an absentee baliot request request form:. She stated thart this
was the first election where she voted by absentee ballot.

Mclaurin subsequently received her ballot in the mail which she szid she “didn’t understand ” Lola
wooten, who was one of the two ingividuals- who helped Mclaurin withthe request form, came back to.
McLatrin's-house by herself and assisted her with her ballet, after which Wogten signed McLaurin’s
ballot container envelope as a witness. Mclaurin identified the second withess as her daughter, Janet

‘Whitted.

when, asked to explain-whatkind of assistance Wooeten provided, fclaurin __respo‘nded--that Wooten

generally helped her with the process and insteuctions. During the visit, Wooten also suggested that
Meclaurin consider voting for write-in candidate._. McLatrin recalied that-
‘name was not on the ballot and she agreed to allow Wooten to_-print- name in the write-in spot
‘on her ballot.  McLaurin stated that she “trusted” thie advice that Wooten provided. She felt free to

make her voting choiceas for herself and was not pressured or infinidated.

Mclaurin was notone hundred percent certain who darkened the circie by [ name. but
believed she (McLaurin) marked it

MeLaurin did hot indicate that Wooten took possession of her voted ballot.

Copies of relevant voter documents (except forthe bal lot) are attached to this report..

7016-142/Active
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NCSBE Report of Investigation

Case Number: 2016-142

Investigator(s): Joan Fleminz

Document: Interview of Derieka Shenca Turner, 11/28/3016
County{s): Bladen County
Subject(s): Bladen County Improvement Association PAC

Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2016 Genéral Flection

On 11/28/2016, Demeka Sherica Turner, DOB [/ 1878, residing = RGN

was contacted for an interview, After being advised of the -identit\}' of the
interviewing official and the purpose of the interview, Turner provided the following Information:

Turner was shown copies of her "Bladen County Absantee Application and Certificate” and her
corresponding baliot. She confirmed that the signature displayed-on the “voter's certification” was her
signarure,

Turner stated that she has voted by absentee ballot in the past. She zdvised that “Lola comes by to get
metovote” referring to Lola Wooten, whose signature appeared on Turher’s ballot container envelope

‘as 8 wilness.

Turner stated that'she {Turner) filled out an absentee ballot request form, and that when the baiiot
arrived.in the rhail at her residence, Wooten “came by and-helped me with it When asked to explain
what kind of "help” Wooten provided, Turner responded that Wooten was promoting certain
candidates and shehelped Turner make choices as to who to vote for. Turner expiained that she
(Turner} knew what her choice was for President of the United Statés {POTUS), but heeded help with the

‘other contests where she was unfamiliar with the candidates. Wooten expiained that _

was a write-in c-a_ncf'idate that Wooten was s'up'pO'rting- Turner stated that she agreed with voting for
-_-and allowed Wooten to write L‘hat'na'rhe-in the space provided on the ballot and fill in the
torresponding circle. Turner stated that she marked her own ballot everywhere except for the
handwriting where [ 03me sppeared. She stated she was not intimidated or forced by Wooten
in any mannerand that she was “ok with that” and wanted Wooten to assist with her write-in vote.

Turner recalled that Wooten was accompanied by another person (Sandra Green), and that both
Wooten and Green witnessed Turner’s signature on her ballot container envelope. Turrier’s
understanding was that both individuals “go around helping people to vote” Turner did not indicate

‘that Wooten or Greentook possession of her voted ballot.

Capies of relevant voter documents {except for the ballo’t) are attached to this report.

2016-142 /Active
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NCSBE Report of Investigation

Case Number: 2016-142
Investigator(s): Marshall Tutor/Joan Fleming

Dacument: intarview of Alberta White, 11/15/2016;
County(s): Bladen County
Subject(s):  Bladen County Improvement Association PAC

Fossible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2016 General Elettion

On 11/15/2016, Alberta Bert Whits, Do& [illl/1942, residing = [ NEGTGTTITNTNNN

lwas contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity of the:
rntemewmg ofﬁc;als and the purpose of the interview, White provided the following information:

White was shown copies of her “Bladen County Absentee Application and Certificate” and her
corresponding ballot: She stated that the signature displayed on the “voter's certification” was her
signature.

White.recalled that she was solicited to vote by Lola Wooten {108 Lears dfive, Elizabethtown, NC
28337), whose signature appeared on the same document as a witness. White spoke with Wooten

about voting while she was at the local library where Wooten was parti_c_i'fiatih'g in a get-out-the-vote

effort. Wooten assisted White in fi ling-out paperwork to vote which was thereafter malted to the
Bladen County Board of Elections (BCBOE). White did notrecall Wooten specificalty telling herthat the
paperwork was for an abrsentee ballot.

White stated that after the absentee baliot arrived at her residence, Wooten and. Deborah Monroe (81

'C!.y_déf Hatcher Road, Elizabethtown, NC 28434) met White at her residence to assist her as witnesses.

She stated she is more familiar with Wooten than Monroe, but that she knew who Monroe was.
Waoten “explained the whole ballot’ to White inciuding that White could casta write-in vote in the Soil
and Water Conservation District Supervisor” contest. Wooten told White that the write-in candidate-
her arganization was promoting was || NN *ite recalled that she was in agreement with
voting for [l 2nd allowed Wooten to write that tame in the space provided on the ballot. White
stated that she marked her own ballot everywhere except for the handwriting where [JJJJilrame
appeared, and she identified the handwriting as Wooten’s.

‘White stated that both Wooten and Monroe were present at her residence when White signed hear

abiséntee ballot envelope. White denied that Wodten or Monroe took possession of her voted bailot.
She ativised that she mailed her own haliot into the BCBOE.

‘Copies of relevant voter documents (except for'the ballot) are attached to thisreport.

2016-142/Active
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'NCSBE Report of Investigation

‘CaseNumber: 2016-142

Investigator(s): Joan Fleming
Document:  Negative voter interview attempts —11/28/2016;
County(s): Biaden County

Subject(s): Biaden County Improvement Association PAC
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud ~-11/08/2016 General Election

Attempts were made to locate and interview the below listed voters on 11/28/16, with negative results:

James Purdie - 270 Mt. Olive Road, Elizabethtown, NC. Not home; Spoke to female who stated she was
his wife. Left card; No response.

Johnnie and Mattie Cromartie - 497 Mt. ofive Road, Efizabethtown, NC. Unable to.locate residence.
Reshad Whitted — 1103 Williams St, - Unable to locate résidence.
Marcia Alston —1108 Williams St. — Unable to locate residence.

Ella Mae Bowen — 509 South-Lower St. —no one-at home.
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NCSBE
Case # 2016-141
PATRIOTS FOR PROGRESS IE PAC
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud —11/08/2016
General Election
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NCSBE Report of Investigation

Case Number: 2016-141
Investigator(s): Marshail Tutor

Document:  Memio to File, November 29, 2016
County{s): Bladen County
Subject{s): Pa_triofs for Progress[E. PAC

Possible Absentee Baliot Fraud — 11/08/2016 General Election

-On October 24, 2016, | received a telephone call from Horace Munn, Bladen County Improvement PAC,

concerning two complaints turned in to the Bladen County Board of Elections. He felt the Bladen County

Board of Elections was not haridling the complaints in-a timely fashion. Mr. Munn faxed me all

documentation he had related to both matters in question.

One commiplaint was from Brenda M. Register, Mother of County Commissioner candidate, Ken Register.
Mrs, Register complained that.a “young Caucasian Jady” came to her home and identified herself as
working “with the Bladen County Board of Elections”. The young lady has subsequentiy been identified
by Mrs. Register as Caitlyri Croom by a Facebook posting. Ms. Croom asked Mrs. Register if she-would
like 1o fill out-an absentee ballot req uest form. Mrs. Register told her she was not interested, and Ms.
Croom left. Mrs. Register called the Bladen County Board of Elections and asked if the person was’
affiliated with them. Mrs. Register was.informed by Director Shaw that the person In guestion was not
associated with the-Bladen County Board of Elections and probably was with the Bladen County
Improvement PAC. Through our investigation we have learned that Ms. Croom was an employee of the
Patricts for Progress [E PAC, headed by McCrae Dowless, until March 21%, 2016. Current President is
Tabitha Joyce. '

The other complaint was filed by Linda Johnson-Baldwin on October 4%, 2016, regarding a male by the
name of “J_os_h"", who we now know was Matthew Matthis. He came to her home and asked if she
wanted to fill aut an absentee ballot request form for the November, 2016 election. She.did fill out
request forms for herself and her twin sohs, Evin'and Devin Baldwin. Matthew Matthis has stated to
this Investigator that he was working for McCrae Dowiess. Matthew told Mrs. Johnson-Baldwin he
would return and pick up the:ballots after she completed them to show his “boss”, “so he could get:
paid”. On October 2™, Matthew returned for the completed ballots and left with the understanding
that he was to return thern to Mrs. Johnson-Baldwin for her to.retirn them to the Bladen County Board
of Elections. Duete a family emergency, Matthew was not able to return the ballots to Mrs, Johnson-
Batdwin in a timely fashion. Mrs. Johnsan-Baldwin asked the Bladen Board of Elections to invalidate the
mail-in ballots so she and her sons could vote on Election Day. Mrs. johnson-Baldwin subsequently filed
a complaint with the Bladen County Board of Elections related to this matter. She did receive the ballots
back ffom-'Matthew at a later date. The baliots were never mailed to the Bladen County Board of
Elections by Mrs. Johnson-Baldwin. She chose to vote in person.

| talked to Cynthia Shaw on October 24™, after recéiving the information from Horace Munn. She'said
based on the “CC” on the mail-in absentee ballot request forms that they appeared to be from Caitlyn
Croomn, who worked or had worked for McCrae Dowless, who is affiliated with the Patriots for Progress
iE PAC. | asked Cynthia to provide me a contact number for Mr. Dawless.
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- After receiving Mr. Dowless’s contact number, 910-885-1121, [ met with Chief Investigator Joan Fleming
on October 24®, 2016 and we placed a calf to Mr. Dowless. -We.asked about his association with Caitlyn
Croom and “Josh”. Mr. Dowless said he did not know “Josh” {Matthew Matthis), but did say Caitlyn
‘Croom had worked for him. He promised to get a'contact number for her. He cafled meon Ttwo |
separate occasions within days of October 24" and told me he'was still “trying” to find a contact
number for her. Based on an interview of Caitlyn Croom and Matthew Matthis, on’ 11/16/2016 500N
after being contacted by the SBE, Mr. Dowless called them and told:them [nvestigators from the State
Board of Elections tad contacted him and would probably be contacting them. According te Caitlyn

Croom and Ma‘cthew Matthis, Dowless coachied them as to what.to say wheninvestigators interviewed
them.

It should be noted that McCrae Dowless was able to telephonically contact Matthis and Croom after
receiving contact from the SBE, but failed to ever provide the contact number to the SBE Office, though
claiming by phone to Investigator Tutor he was making every effort to locate a contact number.
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Qetober oo, 2o16

Bladen County Board of Elections
301 8. Cupress Strest
Elizabethtown

Tawham it may concarn,

Please accept this.correspondence as iny formal complaint.

OGu Octeber 17, 2016, & young Caucasian lady who stated she from Ainmon, Nerth
Cargitna come by my home and stated shewas withthe "Bladen County Board of
Flections” and she was dolng absentee voting. She ask If | wonld like [0 go ahead and.
vole.  Naturally,1said o, tImtI always voted at the polls. The young lady-then proceeded
to ask sbout the \1«0!"1\61"; th at were o my yard and ask if Tthought that they mightwant to
vote: One of thoge men was my husband and I told her fio, that they were 2ble to: goio
the polis to vote. Thelady also ask if T knew if the roads h'ld been repaired and were ppen
to White Oak. T told her I did notknow, but she need to be careful. Sheleft. Following
the conversation, I came in side and placed-a call to Bladen County Board of Eleetions to
nquire if the ’adv visitorwas in fact a representative of Bladen County Board of Elections.
Ms. Cynthia Shaw answered the plone. Tshared with her that this young lady-stated that
she waswvith Bladeén County Board of Elections and had just feft my home trying to'get
me ro vote.an absentae ballot. [ also said that I had told the ladyno and why. T asked Ms.
Shaw if they could collect absentee vates. Ms. Shaw answered "1 knew Detter than that"
and that the Bladen County Board of Elections does not send people dut to esllect
absentee votes. Ms. Shaw alse résponded with it may have been the "Bladén
Trprovement Committes”. T, myself was éompleteljrunaware of any changes in the
voting procedureand also the ability to collect vates in this unethical manner. This
young Tady very plainly stated that "ghe was with the Bladen Cotnty Board of Elections”.
Also, T made Ms. Shair awaré that the lady stated she was going toward White Oak to
cotlect absentee votes. Ms, Shaw answered b\' saying there was mthmo that the Bladen
County Beard of Elections could do, that this was. done avery year [ made itv ey clear
fliat this was wr ong c’II‘d it looked like something could be done anout if. Ms. Shew said
simply anawered "ne”, This énded our phone conversation.

Any misrepresentation associated with an election shour 1d be talien sericusly. This 1 is not
an aecusation, it isafictand should be diligently investigated T certainlyvalue Bladen
County's elected oificials and understand their hard work, decisions and responsihilities.
1 also valite the faie and honest integrity of the process. I will ensure this compléint
reaches tha proper avthorities for possible investigation and/or future complaints.

Sincer eix

-;; eifﬁef T Regis lék/'(g\g

OCT 20 2018
HU5FT URA
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Qctober 4, 2016
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

1, Linda F. Johnson-Baldwin answered my doorbell on September 24, 2016
at approximately 8:43 p.om. and invited Josh to come in. He told me whao he was,
what he needed, and cailed one of the hames of oné of the previous teachers thaf I

supervised. 1allow him 1o come in. He asked me if T would like to il out an

“absentee ballot fori™ for voting for the 2016 primary. He told me that iFhe had
filled ot 14 or 15 he would be paid $120.00 each time. Me being the person that I

am, trying to help young people in any possible way, told him yes. T filled out one for

myself and for my one 40 year old daughter and two twenty-two-year old sons. He
informed me that T would receive the envelopes in the mail and that I nsed to fill them
out and he would return for them. Within a couple of days 1 received three large
envelapes in-the mail. One each for my two sons and oneformyself, My daugluer
did not veceive one because she is not. remstered to vote in Nerth Carolina, On
Thursday, September 2, 2016 Josh came by to see if { had complete the ballots. I
had not! 1 told my husband who answered the door, to tell him that [ will have them.
ready by Sunday at approximately 4:00 pm. On Sunday October 2, at approximately

4:00 Josh returned for the ballots, ‘T had forgotten to £il them out, therefore ] mvited

him to come in while [ filled ouf the ballots. [ made the statement that some of the
categories aren’t clear on the ballot. He told me that T cowld fill ont any of them that I
want to but he Wwas Just concerned with this particular-and he then placed his finger on
the ballot, and pointed out a name, 1 then informed him that I would choose the one

that ['want, Josh informed me that he had to sign the envelope, have a witaess to sign
and ke also had to put postage stamps on them as well. {told him that Twanted to

maif them myself, T made it perfectly clear that T wanted to mail therm. He told me
that he would retarn them on Monday at 12:00, that he had to show them to his boss
so that he could get patd for having thet done. I arranged my business so that T

would be home on Monday, Octaber 3 at 12:00 p.m.. 1was home from Monday,

October 3 at 10:45 a.m. untit Tuesday morning at 8:30 am. 1had to run an errand on
Tuesday morming , but I returned by 10:40 a.xn. No Josh, no call and no mail from
him.. _

1 would Iike for my ballot and sons’ ballot to be distegarded and returned to us, S0
that we may vote in .person and not by “absentee ballot.” Please make sure that this
request is granted to us as U S Citizens,

Lol e | Sincerely,

F i ,Q.{ ﬂ_ -

T
k.
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NCSBE Report of Invéstigation

Case Number: 2016-141

Investigator(s): Joan Flemitig/Marshall Tutor

Document: Summary of telcalf to McCrae Dowless, 10/24/2016
County(s): Bladen County

Subject(s):. Patriots for Progress 1€ PAC
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2016 General Election

On 10/24/2016, the writer-and investigator Marshall Tutor telephonically contacted Leslie McCrae
Dowless, Jr. DOB 258, residing at 212 Britt Street, Bladenboro, NC28320, at telephone number
910-885-1121, concerning his possible association with an absentee balloi voter drive and two
individuals identified as Caitlyn Croom and “Jash”. After being advised of the identity of the
interviewing officials, Dowless provided the fallowing information:

Dowless was advised that the SBE had received a complaint involving a Bladen county voter who was
solicited to apply for an absentes batlot by a “young man” who she stated took custody of her voted
baliot. The ballot reguest form contained the initials “C.C7at the top. The voter identified the young
man as “Josh.”

Dowless said he did nat know a “josh”, but did know Caitlyn Croom in as much as she had had worked
for him in voter drive efforts. He speculatad that “Josh” tay have been someone who was working for
Croom,

Dowless stated that Croom was supposed to be assisting voters by getting them to fill out absentes
ballot request formis, which she would tifn into Dowless. Dowless stated that he compensated Croom
forusing her‘-vehicle'and'ga_s._ Dowless advised that in order for him to keep treck of which request
forms were generated asa result of Croom’s efforts, Croom, was ta place her initials at the top of each
of the absentee ballot request forms she collected.

Dowless stated that he was familiarwith the above complaint from talking with Croom., According to
Dowless, Croom told him that the voter filled out three request forms and signed for her sons and
daughter. He stated that he had no knowledge ds.to what happened when-thie bzllots arrived since he

‘was not there. Dowless stated that there are instructions contained in the ballot envelope that explain

what the law is concerning vating by absentee hallot. As:such__, Dowless did not know why the voter

‘would “give the kid” their baliot.

Dowless denied having Croom’s telephone number readily available, but he stated that he believed he
could locate Croom’s telephone number and he promiised to-get a contact number for her.. investigator
Tutor was subsequently telephonically contacted by Dowless within days of the above coritact, at which
time Dowless advised Investigator Tutor that he was still “trying” ta find a contact rumnber for Croom.

2016-141/Active
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Fiig N Hive 5300 White (Jal\ \&ﬁé@’?.
g10-866-3178

October 20, 2016

Bladen County Board of Elections
301 5. Cypress Strect
Elizabethtown -

To wham it may contern,

Please accept this correspondence us ny formal conaplaint.

On October 17, 2016, a young Caucasian fady who stated she from Ammon, North
Carolina come by my home and stated she was with-the "Bladen County Board of
Rlections” and she was doing absentee vu!.lng She ask if [ would like to go alead aad
vote. Naturaly, I said no, that T always voted atthe polls. The young lady then proceeded
toadle about the worlers that were in. my. yard and ask if | thought that they might want to
vote. One ofthose men was my husband and I-told her no, that they were ahle to go to
the polls.to vote: The lady aleo ask if L knew if the roads had been reépaired and were open
to White Qak. I'told her] did not know, but she need to be careful. She left. Following
the conversation, I camein side and placed a call to.Bladen County Board of Elections to.
inquire if the lady visitorwas in fact 2 representative of Bladen County Board of Elections.
Ms. Cynthia Shaw answered the phone. T shared with her that this young lady stated that
she waswith Bladen County Board of Elections and had just eft my home trying to get
me to vate an absentes ballot: 1 also said that I had told thelady no and wiiy. 1 asked Ms.
Shaw 1f they could collect absentee votes. Ms. Shaw answered "I knewbetter than that”
and that the Bladen Cowity Board of Elections does-sot send people out to coflect
- absentee votes, Ms. Shaw also responded with it may have been the "Bladen.
JImprovement Committee'. I, myself was completely unsware of any changes in'the
voting procedure and also the abal;ry to collect votes in this nneﬂuczl manner, This
young Jady” very plainly stated that g ith the. 8"
Also, I made Ms. Shat aware that the lady stated she was EZOINE toward Whﬂe Oak to
collect absentee votes, Ms. Shaw answered:by saying there was "nothmt:r that the Bladen
County Board of Elections could do, that this was done every year”. made it veryclear
that this was wrong and it Iooked like sommething could be done about it. Ms. Shaw said
simply answered "no". Thisended our phone conversation,.

Any misrepresentation associated with an election should be takesi seriously. Thisisnot
an-accusation, it isa fact and should be diligentl}' investigated. Icertainly value Bladen
County's elected officials.and anderstand their hard work, décisions-and responsibilities.
I'also value thefair and honest integrity of the process. 1 will ensure this complaint
teachiesthe proper avithorities for possible investigation and/ar futvre complaints.

Sincerely; % )
lu_j, Registé™™

o

E}CT{Q-G' 2016
HUysPT  YPA
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NCSBE Report of Investigation

Case Number: 2016-141
Investigator(s): Joan Fleming/Marshall Tutor

Document: Interview of Linda Johnson Baldwin, 11/15/2016
County(s): Bladen County
Subject{s):. Patriots for Progress |E. PAC

Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud —11/08/2016 General Election

On 11/15/2016, Linda Johnson Baldwin DO 1962, residing ot |

as contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity
of the intérviewing officials and the purpose of the interview, Baldwin provided the following
information:

Baldwin agreed to meet with the interviewing officials at the Bladen County Board of Elections office in
Elizabethtown, NC. Baldwin is a retired school principal.

Baldwin stated that in September of 2016, 2 “young man” came by her house asking if she wéuld like to
vote by absentee ballot in the November 2016 general election. He told her that he was being paid to
solicit voters to vote by absentee ballot and that-he: needed the money “to live.” He said he was passing
through her neighborhood going door to door. Baldiwin noticed that there was a young female with him
who was waiting in 2 car in Baldwin's driveway. Baldwin stated that she did not know either person
well but récognized their faces.possibly from seeing theim at schoal. She was not certain, but believed
he may have introduced himself as “Matthew” Baldwin agreed to request ballots for hetself, her; and
her daughter.

Baldwin was shown a copy of atyped comiplaint, dated October 4, 2016, addressed: “To whom it may
concerm” and electronically signed by Baldwin.. She acknowledged thiat the complaint was authored by
herself, and that she caused it to be sent to the Bladen County BOE. The complaint was stamped
indicating receipt at the BOE en Ottober 5, 2016. In her complaint, Baldwin described the above
referenced meating, but identified the “voung man” as “losh.” Her complaint described what “Josh”
told her, inciuding,details of how miuch he would be,_paid. He did not identify the person or persons who
were paying him. |t was noted that she stated that the young man first-a ppeared at her house:on
Septamber 24, 2016, at which time she agreed o fill out ballot request forms for herself, her twio sons,
and her daughter. Josh took thase forms and a few days latershe received the ballots in the mail,
except for her daughter’s, because har daughter was not registered to vote,

Baldwin’s complaint alieges that “Josh™ came back to her house on “Thursday, September 2, 2016,”
which was a typo and should have read “September 29,2016 Baldwinasked her husband to inform
“Josh” that they had not had time to fill the ballots out, and that he should come back on Sunday at
about 4:00 PM. On Sunday, October 2, 2016, “losh” feturned to Baldwin’s house, but she had forgotten
about their appaintment and the hallots were still not completed. She recalled that as she filled her
‘ballot out, “Josh” pointed to a particular candidate’s name who he seemed to be encouraging her to
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vote for, Shé told him she would vate for who she wanted and completed her ballot. Hethen informed
herthat he had to-sign her bailot erivelope, have another witness sign, and also put postage on the
envelope. Baldwin stated that her sons were present and voted their ballots. She believed that she may
have given her telephone number to “Josh” and-that he may have called her to coordinate the whicle
process. She did not have: his:telephone number.

* Baldwin told “Josh” that she wanted to'mail the ballots in herself: Accordingto Baldwin, he insisted on
taking the ballots because he needed to show them to his “boss” in order to get.credit for them and be

paid. Baldwin wanted to help him and reluctantly agreed to let him take herand her son’s ballots.

However, she fnade him promise to réturnthem to her so that she could mail them herself. He

promised to return the ballots to her by Monday, October 3, 2016 and he left with the ballots in his
possession which were only witnessed by him at that time.

As of Tuesday morning, October 4, 2016, Baldwin had no contact with “Josh” and the ballots had not

been returnéd. Asa result, Baldwin became worried about what had happened to her and her son’s
baliots and decided to write and submit @ compiaint to the Bladen County BOE, asking the BOE to
disregard the ballots if they appeared at the BOE because she'and her sons had decided to vote in-
person. Baldwin went to the Bladen County BOE accompanied by Michael Cogdale, and she recalled
speaking with Bladen County BOE Director Cynthia Shaw, who stated she would “handle it.”

Baldwin advised that days later; she‘and her husband were leaving their house when “Josh” and-the
young female (whose hame she believed might be “lessica”) drove inte her driveway:. “Josh” had the
ballots which he returned to Baldwin.. He also gave Baldwin a written apology fortaking so longto
return them. Baldwin provided the interviewing officials with the original ballot container envelopes
signed by herself and her sons, which were still in.a sealed condition. She also provided the original
apology note that “Josh™ handed to her which was unsigned. The riote stated that his mother had
“totaled” hercar in a serious crash-and that.is why he was late in-returning the Baldwin’s ballots.

It was noted that the witness names appearing on the ballot container envefopes was Matthew M.
Matthis and Caitlyn Croom. Baldwih stated that she had never met the young man before but may
have seen both him and the girl at school. She noted that he mentioned the name of & teacher that she
previously supervised and that made Her think that he knew who she was. She stated she thought his.
name was “josh” and that in any case, she was very reluctant to use a name in her complaint because he
was young and she didn’t want him to get into-any trouble. She said that when the bailots didn’t
comeback; she “couldn’t think straight” because she was worried that she wouldn’t gét them back.

Photos of Matthew Matthis and Gaitlyn Croom were shown to.Baldwin, and she copfirmed that the
photo of Matthis was dne and the same as the person she referred to as “Josh.” She recognized Caitlyn
Croom as the female who accompanied Matthis.

Bafdwin has had no contact with Matthis or Croom since the day he returned her ba!l_ofts. She stated.
that she did not put any postage on the baliot container envelopes and that the postage was:on the
envelopes when Matthis returned them.
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Baldwin provided the fallowing evidence items to the investigating officials:
1) Original handwritten a_poi.‘ogy staternent from Matthis to Baldwin.
2} Original ballot container envelopes for herself and her two sons.

3) Originai ballats (sealed inside the bailot container.'envelopeé}

Copies of relevant voter docuimenits {except for the ballots}, Baldwin’s complaint letter, and Matthis’

apology letter, are attached to this report.

2016-141/Active
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Sadem Coynty Soard of Elections
P. 0. BOX'S12
Elizabethtown, NC 28337

 PHONE: 910-862-6951 FAX: D10-862:7820°
eletticas@bladenco.arg ]

FRAUDULENTLY OR FALSELY COMPLETING THIS FORM 15 A CLASS | FELONY UNDER CHAPTER 163 OF THE NC GENERAL STATUNES. 3

Fam requesting an absentee ballot forthe: _GENERAL ELECTION on _NOVEMBERS™ 2016
;  Blection Type {Ptimary, General; Municipal, Specidh eto} Electine Dide

Vater Information o L - .

!,asthlame Firsi- !\!ame - Middie Name - Suffiy

alr}hif’iﬁﬁfﬂf i LU; 1 ﬂ ff»{ NTréwme.s <

Homz Addrass INC Eesidén ;7Add ress Masting Address {If different than home address} f S

F02a. 0] z%off ﬁaaa/ R _ |

Garlpnd Al 25 W lggdd ]

Have you iived at this-address for more than 30days? (W Yes [1No .County of Resjdence | Previous Name {if applicable}

(s | Blaten

4

i “No,” indicate the date of your move:

3 - o x w @ o

' Youmust provide at keast pne dentification nmber befavs (or seginstryetions]  § Voter Registration Nepy s Ermail {optional).

G Licernge oF 1D Number N ; T FRESE L0 aa il
Exx-xx

Ahsegntee Voting Information
Zbcsntes Mailing Address (Whera shauid the ballot

( 5 ﬂ !?1 L ET?’E ' Gty

gorer Is reglstered as Unaffiiated- Fnd. reqas.mg a ballot fora  partisen pifmary, choose a primary baliot preference. )
1} neémocrstic [ I Republcan {73 tibertarian {3 Non-partisan

¥ woterisapatienting hcspiiﬁi,- clitic, nursing home or rest home, please fndlcate whether you wili reed assistanes Iy marking your ballot. Tives Do

) I: ‘*Yea:‘ wf"at Is the rrdme and aik

TV et ot TRt

TR T Ry e ATt < T Tt et e 1

-ﬁsryoﬂr r;mne, address mnwcr.b:;farmaﬂan cma’ refetionship 1o the 1 mer

Jequestnr’s Name Eldouse [ brother pistes [l paret 1 grandparent  [] stepgarent
1 L chag [ grandchii. I § stepchild 3 motherin-tas [, fstiu-rm lawy
e et T ey 1 {3 soncin-taw ] daughterinba [ legst goardian
leguestar’s Address ' i ' Namie of Corporation {If znpointed fega! guardian}
Tty ' ‘ State | fipCode | Requestors Phone Requestors Enail

‘or Milital"yf{}verseasﬁﬁzens Only {mayoniy besigned by the voter; may not be sigried by a nisarrelative/guardian)
elect one of the options below £o quatify asa rmifitary or overseas voter:: o
j Vlember of the Uriformed Services oy Merchant Marine o active duty end currently gh sent from courty of resigence.or an eligibla spuusefdepewdent.

T s citimea residing outside the WS, bempomiily-orindefriiely . B
utrent Address {Addresswhare you are currentfy stationed or-fiving everseas.} Transmitmy hallot by: = ek
T ' iiFtaryf Ovarseas Voters Only) [T _ £ ] Fax [ dem ?If

} FaxNumhedor Emali Address

Signature of Relative/Near Guardian {if applicable).
X

isit WL E\ECSBE.gcu 6 chedlcyolirvoter ragistration or sbsentaa voiing status:

LA
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BLADEN COUNTY
ABSENTEE APPLICATION AND CERTIF!CATE

Envelope must be mgnad by the voter and in the ]
presence of two (2) witnesses (0" onenotary- A
public). Wimessaé mustalso sign and provide

thelr c:omp[ete addre%

NDA FRANGES 10 e : P S st . ;
%2 0LD FAYmESESON B‘L‘LDW‘N ﬁ I do hereby cm‘hf} that Yam & duiy qoalfied vt mgistemd g po]mcal partymdmcated-'

ARLAND, NC 28441 o on this application, that all mformanon represented is correit, apd that [am entitled tovote in this election.
=y If 1 am an Dhaffiliared vot.e:r voting in a primacy elestion, I am voling in the Pany Prmmy indicated;
- (DEM) (REP) or (LIB). chcpa:.‘cy indicated is (UNAJ, [ am voling a nonpartisan ballot.

M - BLADEN COUNTY
' T certify thet Tam maldng apchauon foran absentee ‘ballot, aud that T marked the batlot enclosed hierin (or.
1twes, markedf memmyp:menc» and gecoming 0 mmstmcnons) in the presence of iwo witzesses

! i ; j mtnc-ssth‘czstmgofm)abscutcc

_ 5
CES JOHNSOM-»BALDWI
PCT)’VTD P?OfP?{J Muni: ¥ 7 ; &

11&3}201!} - GENERAL

' T eertify that I aseieted the vot;:r m matk:mw his or ha’ balis
assisted the voler in signing thls certificats becanse the voter is Imablc to- m:nplete andmr sign thls
cértification.

Name of Person Assisting VT:r [1f pphcable) . . Addiess of Fersen Assisting Voter

X

" Siguatire.of Perion A.ssisiﬁ:é_Vnmr Date:

lfythmlamazlea.stISmofagemdamnotmqualﬁeﬂbsz 163~ :
(a)(d) or Go 9, 163-237(bi) to assiet this voter in marking or witnessing the o
ig- of hisher absentee ballot, and fn my presénce, the Voter marked the-
sed ballot, or cansed 3t 1o be marked in his/fier presence according to hisher:
ction, and signed thig absentee application and certificate.

Vi fA MiemTiad - 20__ | fhevote

I ccmfv that T am at least 18 years of age aud am not disqualified by GS. 163-
226.3(:1;(4) or.G.8. 163:237%bl) 16 asdst’ this voter -in marldng or witressing the.
casing of higher alsenee hallo. On  the . day of

55 #1 Sij
X0 %’i m 7 L{?_N

sal Su'e.:tAddms Print Voler's Name

-anbf’—%-b@mq\ic DDZRT

55 #1 Ciry, Stite, Zip (chumd) personally appeare<d befor me, yas posidvely dentfied, dnd'in my presence, maticed
! -the enclozed ballot, or cansed it to he marked in his of hir presenee arcording. to his'er

her instucton, and signed this absentes application and certthcate:

e .35‘% t 2 [ 1/7 I f Signawn: of Notary Public
“‘““‘“‘”““’?2@‘““* 2£23%
City, Sute; Zip {R equired) x My Commission Expires- : i
— WWM%W% T T
IMA RV ORR RE: i vﬁ DS ARICITY: 2
= S -’-".a"mﬁ}"*c PR B “’"’* ‘f“’*q e e o) ':%gf e i e B : i wﬂf"fﬁ&?ﬁ;@ﬁ&ﬁﬁg
heevent that 2 Second Primary (o1’ lecff Electiony is callﬁd, with my Du.e 0 cnmmucd or exya:ted ﬂ.nc.‘» ordzsabllrty, T r&quw that this applicaticn bed
ritrre below, T request that an abeentee: application and ballot be issued to request for sbgentee ballots for-any other elections to be held s calendar year in.

and mailed to-1oe atthe adﬁress given below. which T am eligible to patticipaie,
X




Gard, am/ﬁ/

/{;’C/',
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Bladén Couaty Soard of Elections
PO, BOYS12 _
Efizehatitown, NC 28337

PHONE: 320-862-6551 T/AX; 910-862-7820
elactionsi@bladenca.ong |

FRAUDULENTLY OR FALSELY COMPLETING THIS FORM IS & CLASS| FELONY UNDER CHAPTER 163 OF THE NC GENERAL STATUTES.

i am reguesting an absertee baliot forthe: _ GEN ENERAL FLECTION on _NOVEMBERS™ 2018
i T Hactlon Type {Pricnary, General, flunidpo], Sprciol erc.} | Election Dte

/ e ' Mﬂdi e
E"’? 4&1{4 A ARAVIY: C"j{,{ G .
Homs Address (NCRemdentxa i ' > A Mailling Address [ﬁlf‘ereﬂtgm ez,g.%(ess,}_
T OIT Ty, B |

i ) Sl Fip Cade
Zlé% ?‘/&r nd ‘fif . 1"5”

Yoter Inforthation
tast Name '

- State Zip Lodde

Have you fived aithis addiess for more than 38 days? [ ves [Fno  Capity of Residexse Pravious Name (it appliceble)
i
. 53
F7No,” indirate the date of your move: _f I o
You must provide at{eastons tdent:‘icahan niumber below: (or See instrictions) Vorer -&egisb'atxon No. | Phonefogtional] | Email loptional}
NC ernae D Nurlhva’ :
_ X XX ~XX-
I TR 2 3
Absentee Voting Information ) _ '
&bsi; 2 Maiting Adoross {Whese should the-ballor b maiied?) ' Gty

(2  State : 251:.'&;59.

!,n T .sfregistered as.Uneff ke and rvequesimga haflot fora pa:tssan primary, thoase a primary ballot preference.
: 3 pearocratic {J Republican [ ziberarkn

L1 nor-partisen
fyoteris apatient in a-iespital, clinic, nursing home or rest wme, please indicate wiether you wﬂi need assistance In-marking your ballot, ves e

Ef "\’ps,” whatt is the name drd address uF the hosps:a[ or 'Famﬂ'hr

R T,

Jf reques&ng o1 elsertee baffor on beﬁa&z}f o near re!m‘we, !Est yom' m:rme address mntact formahon nnd’ Fel
laguestors Narmiz

i to the woter;

ispouse  [Fbmerfister [ Jperent [l gmndoarent [} stepparent
: E] ekild 7 grandchiid [}srepeniid. 1 mother-in-daw [:] fatherintaw
Y g Seiy son-in-ow T deughterin-law {1 logal guardian:
.aqnes’mr’shddress .

Name of Corpargifon {If ifpatated legdl guardian)

iy Stmte { Zip Code | feguestor's Phone ‘REquestors Fnsil

‘o M!ir&a!’y}(}verseas Citizens Only (may unly be signed by the vater; may not he s:gned by a néar relative/ guardian}
etect aneof the options balaw to- qualify as a military. Ur overseas voter
:} Meotber of theatfoimed Serviges oriMearchant Marine on active dutyand currently absent from county of residence oran eligibte spa use/dependent.
:I V5. citizen residing outside the 1,5, temporarity or indefintialy

urrentAddress (Addiess whace you are curently stationed orTiving cverseas:)

| Fransmit my Bagiot by: . : '
(ittory/Overseasvorers oy A0l Tlrax - [lemal
Fax Nunther o EmailAddress

b “atut‘.&'ﬂf Vorer {voier only)
L

Signatwre of Relative/Near Guaydian {if applicable} -

Visit www, NCSBEgov 1o check your voter regisiration or sbsentae voling status.
11l ’ R '
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ABSENTEE APPLICATION AND GERTHFICATE

et i

==

efmf '

EVIN DEQUAN BALDWIN e
032 OLD EAYETTEVILLE RO’ ﬂé’
SARLAND, NC 28341 :

= If I am au Unaﬁlmed voter vatmg ina pnmar) c'lechcn, Tam vohng mn theParty h'xmarymdlcatei
(DEM) (REP)or (LIB}. X the! party ndicated is (UHA), Jam voting a noupartisan ballot,

'EM - BLADEN COUNTY

1 ce:hfy that Tam making application for an absentee: ballm, and that I maricad the‘haﬂnt enclosed hexem (or

£ it was marked for me inmy presence and according to iy instiictions) i the presence of two witnesses
who are 4t least 18 yeurs of age and who e not disqualified by lzw to witness the casting of my abseutce
ba.'.]ut.

_x_ 16 2 (te
Si¢ : : T Date

1

Name correction (11' anp i;cabi'}

EQUAN BAJ r*wm
PCTNTDPY0/R7g

110872015 - GENERAL

4 1 cm‘h.fy ﬁ.m IZI.SSIST.\:L. Lhc vowr ix mﬂmg,hls orha:bdlo: accordmg w0 l:us orhcrmsmlcnon andior]
: ass;stec[ the voter in signing this cectificate bécause the véter is inable to complete and/or sgn this

Name of Persor Assisting Viter (if applicable} Address ofPerson Assisting Voter

Sipnature of Pemson Assbu.ugw.:r Digt=

xﬁrthat;amaﬂcast I.Syeamofage audamuol:dlsqualtﬁedhy(}s 163- ‘State of _-County of

[a.)(}) or $3.5. 163-237(b1) to-assist this voter in. nazking or wiinessmg the

g of hivther absentee ballot, and resence,. the voter marked the
:;id batlot, o cansed 7 1o Be marked mﬁgcrprtscnce aceording to hisher L?T'{(f)‘a* Igl‘; 3’1:61;";"5 1(313;“-:105 of ;Seﬂ;;d am not-disqualified by G.S. lgg-
d : A0 or <237 assi voler in marking or witiessmg the

wtioe, aud signed this absentes application and certificate. e of gl el Gy of

Agarttpsd {A il tte : ;20 ,the voter:

ss-#1 Signanme Required) }

Oy oy 202 N | _

55-#1 Strect Addresg (R equired) : Print Voter's Name

Zapethdscsn, NG _BZ3F i | | . | s

55 #1 City, Statz, Zip (Required) -personzlly appedied before mé; was positively identified, and in my presézce imarked
the enclosed ballot, or cansed it to be marked inih53 or ber presence aceording to his or

her instrrction, and signed this absentee application amd cerificate.

JZ&% \/@ﬂﬁmﬁb\ X"

#2 Sig Signaturs of Notary Public

',{;,so w;/w A7 i
-[t/"f;[g ﬁ(%.&m /Ud ;25’??:{-

'. : s o2 Cd.]!, Stata, Zip {Rcrsqumd) . My cwmmnﬁ"@m Seal
Pt e - ATy -

.., ADPRIAARY.OR; SANWUAL REGUESTE ‘ T

52 SRR i BT D ST e el i
ha eveni that a Second 1 .. Due contiiued ar cxpected J_Ilnm or d1sab1]_ty, rccu&stthatthzs apphcancn bc A
ane betow, 1 request that aa sbsentes a;phcauon and ‘aaﬁot be issued to Teiguest for zbsentee ballots for 2ny other elections to be held this calendar year in
ind mailed to'me at the address Eiven below: which: ] ¢ma ehg:'ble. to participatc. ;

X i

atare of Voter (if spplicable) Siguanmc'ef Voter (i apolicable}




Name acd Complote Addriss

- AL

7L

Lxni ke hé{ e
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Bladen County Bc:-a'rd-.bf Elactions
P.0.BOY 512
Efizabethtowri, NC 28337

PHONE: 310-862-6951 FAX:910-862:7520
elecions@bladencoorg |

FRAUDULENTLY OR FALSELY-COMPLETING THIS FORM IS A CLASS | FELONY UNDER CHAPTER 163 OF THENC GENERAL STATUTES.

tamrequesting anabsentee ballot forthe: _GENERAL ELECTION _ on _NOVEMBERS™, 2016
" Electlon Type (Prmary, Geneiof, Mumc:pd. Spemx& etc,‘ Election Date

‘Voler tnfarmatlon _
First Name: - 1 Nidile Mam Surfine
Eﬁ%fﬂ | {B %ﬁgflf.

%@ B fdochn

.4!

Héme Address (NC Resdaztz\.ﬂ.dd ress) WMiziling Address {f di fFerent.ﬁmn Bomedddress)
b ,:’ Epﬂade, City T T daead
Barbed ATZ, sl

‘shats | Zip Code

: .-Prevms;NameﬁﬁappI‘cable]

 Have you lived 3t this address fof more than 30days? £ 1ves [ ]Ng C"““? 7“”

H “No,* indicate the date of yourmovs: A {

T S e
Youmustprovide at least oné idantfication number below. {or seeinstrictions)
W Licerse ar 1D Nawier ]5521

XXX - XX

Vo:er Registration No. 'Fho}t_e {optional} | Email {optional)

ARsentea Voting mfﬁrmation | ' ' . )

'Absen - Mgili
(¢

iling Adgiress hern sboufdihe Baligt, tt f@{gﬂ?} “City J State Zip Code

,a:ar‘:s regnsfered as. Urq!j’d:foted and recmesnnga Baliat for 2 partisan primary, cooge 3 primary baiintprafe;-ence.

] Demuecatic. [T Repubfican L1 tibercarian 3 von-partiszn
if voteris's patientin @ hospital, clinic, nursing home or rest hore, please indizate whether youwilf need assistance in marking your baftot, [T ves [t

IF "Ye«;, what:s the nama and’ ad:trass ofthe hosprta! or facitl ty-

AT e e

If requestmg m absamae ba!fat on bew{f ofa neama a'bve bsryaur name, addre&:, oommrrgfo-matwn and relatisns rp éo e voler:
Tedguestor’s Name £F spouse L] brother fsister i:] parent I3 graadpdrﬂnt ] stepparent
[ child [] zrendebiid: I} Sepehild {_3 mother-in-law { ] Batherin:ta

e st e swst | Thsonsin-law [} daughterifiw {1 fogal gyardian
tequestor’s Address ? NMamme of Carparation (i appoint=d legal guardian)
by ’ State } ZipCode -Requestors Phone. Requestdrs Enmif

‘or Mll:tarvfeverseas Citizens. iny {may only bé signed by the voter; may not be ;:gned by 2 near relahve/guard fare}

iafect one of the options below fo qualtly asa military or overseas voter: o
"1 tigmber of the Uniformed Services or Merchant BMaring on active duty and Srtently absent from county of resdence gr an efigible spouse/dépenddnt.
3 1.5, Citizer Tasiding outside the 1.5, termporarity arindefinitefy

wrrentAddress {Address where you are cun'eﬂily stationed or'l'_w'_mg', QwETsSEas) . Transmit myballot by;’ E} Mait D e D Emait
{Militmry/ Dverseas Voters Onlyl Al rax Lina
l' Fax Number ar Emial Address.

" ature of Voter voter oiy signature of Relative/Near Guardian (ifappiicable)

X

\ﬁs&t—wwwa!\iﬁséa;gw Torcieck your voier regisiration or absentee voting staits.

pdas




. Exhibit 2.2.2.1 | 71 of 278

S ' _ BLADEN COUNTY
ABSENTEE APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATE

Envelope must be: signed by the vater and in the
presence of two (2) w:tnesc‘es (or one notary-
public). Witnesses must also sign. and provrde

e 5 their, comp[ete,address- _

EVIN DE.:HAWN BALDW]N

8032 OLD FAYETTEVILLE RD
GARLAND, NG 28441

nuﬁnsapphcaton, thnta]l mfomauonltpresentcd;socrrect, and mat‘[a.mcuuﬂcd tuvotcmﬁ:us eléction,
L2 I 1 am an-Thaffiliared voter veting. in 2 primary elechion, 1am voting In &e Patty Pomary jdicated:
2 (DEM) (RER) or (L1B). Ifthepzrtymdmated'ls(fﬂ\m), Lam voting o norpartican ballet,

Tcertify that Tam u:akmg apphcauan for an shsentes ballot; and that 1 magked the baflot eclosed herein (or

5 it was marked for me in my presence and acconding to my instructions) in the preseace of two wiknesses

243 who ate atlesst 18 years of age and who are nat disqualified by law to witnéss the casting of my abiseatec -
D bailot. ’

DEM - BEADEN.COUNTY

: SHAWN BALDWIN
PCT J"VTD'P?{),.I"F'?O

1‘!’081'2[}16 GENERAL

2
L
L
funk: i
35
Gt

1 cerhﬂ thar. I asslsted i‘.hevm:z in madmg Ins o her baﬂotaccnrdmg o his orher msimmmn a.ndrcr I
¥ assisted thevoter i sipning this certificats because the voter is vaable to cemplete: andlor sign this
Bl certtfication.

i
Name of Pearson Assisting Viter (if applicabls) © Address of Pemon Assisting Voter

X

Signatite of Pemon, Assisting Voter Date-

.r:emﬁf that lam atlmst 18 j'eam i:fage auda.m nnt d.lsquz.ls:ﬁﬁd byG S 163-
26.3(2)(4) or G.S.'163-237(b1) fo essist this voter in marking or witaéssing the:
sting of hisher abisentes ballot, and T my presence, the. voter marked the: —
aclosed ballet, or caused i 1o be marked mhlsrherpn:sc.ncc accmdmg to bisher T centify that I am at Jeast 18 years of age and. am got dasqaabﬁed by G.3. 163-

2‘263(&)(4) ar (GS. 163 237(bl) to assist this voter In mado.ug of witnessing the
stetion, and signed this absentee application and éertificate. 3 b hiher asbomkes Tl On e S
Moirzee M pApadsd 20 thevous
Jmcss #71 Siguature. (Reruired)
Plear= Hw(& 704 i\f 1 _
“jness #1 Street Address {Reqvired) : 1 ' Print Yoiex's Name
2z abedhinosn, (1 18334~ '

‘imess #1 City, State, Zip (Reglired) < pc:sonﬁﬂy appéared befixe nie, was positively identified, and #n my presence, marked
the enclosed ballot, oreansed'it 1. be marked in bis-or her presence according o his or
her msf:ruction, and sigried this bsenige application and cerificue,

Al oo

Tiness #2 ngwm:c u_recl ' Si_guamr‘;s ofNotzJ_yPubEc
;&"; JSC;'CC mﬁs Hﬁ—"ﬁr o € ot
_j'/gmbﬁfu‘a{wu\m AJC. 2 35Y

5 #2 City, State, Zip- (Required) : My Cmmi:siop[im_:_jin_’:s

: : s g Ok SICKN! SICAL DISABILIT:
iy 3 Fmmsd =i S S somemane e pp e ORI e
E the event that a Se,coud ana:y (c-r R:.moﬁ' Elechion) is mllc¢ with my Due to continued or expected ﬂlness or disability, I reqnest that this application bea

iignature below, T fequest thatan absentee application and haliot be issued to. regpuest Tor absentee balipts forany other elections to be held this calendar year in
e and mailed: 1o me atthe dddress ghven belaw.. whlch T amn ehgib}a to participate.
X X

Sigmenurs of Vote (i spplicablo) Signature of Voter (if 4pplicable} -
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October4, 2016
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

I, Linda F. Jolmson-Baldwin answered my doorbell on September 24, 2016

at approximately 8:45 p.m. and invited Josh to come in. He told me who he was,
what he needed, and called one of the names of one of the previous teachers that 1
superwsed I aflow him to come in. He asked me if T would like to fill out an

“absentes ballot form™ for vating for the 2016 primary. Hetold mie that if he had
filled out 14 or 15 he would be paid $3120.00 each time. Me being the person that I
amy, trying to help young people in any possible way, told him yes. T filled out onefor
myself and for my one 40 year old daughter and two twenty-two year old sons. He
informed me that [ would receive the envelopes in the mail and that I need to fill them
out and he would refurn for them. Within a couplé of days T received three large
envelopes m the mail. One eachi for my two sons and one for myself. My dangirter
did not receive one because she is not registered to vote in North Carolina, On
Thursday, September 22016 Josh came by to see if L had complete the ballots. I
had not! Ttold my. husband who answered the door, to tell him that I will have them
ready by Sunday at approximately 4 00 pm. On Sunday October 2, at approximately
4:00 Josh returned for the ballots. I'had forgotten to fill them out, therefore T 'mvited
fzn to come in while I filled out the ballots. I made the statement that some of the
categories aren’t clear on the ballot. He told me that T could fill out any of them that I
want to but he was just concerned with this particular and he then placed his finger on
the ballot, and pointed out a name. [ then mformed him that T would choose the one
that I want. Josh informed me that he had to sign the envelope, have a witness to sign
and he also had to put postage stamps on them as well. Itold him that I'wanted to
mail them myself, I made it perfectly clear that T wanted to mail them. He told me
that he would return them on Monday at 12:00, that he had to show them to his boss
so that he could get paid for having them done. 1 amranged my busmess so that I
would be home on Monday, October 3 at 12:00 p.m.. I was home from Monday,
October 3 at 10:45 a.m. unti] Tuesday morning at 8:30 am. Thad to run an esrand on
Tuesday morning , but T returned by 10:40.a.m. No Josh, no call and no mail from
him.

I would like for my ballot and sons’ ballot to be disregarded and returned to us, so
that we may vote In person and not by “absentée ballet.” Please make sure that this
request is granted to us as U'S Citizens,

B Sincerely,
0eT 05 E@ g Linda F. Johnson-Baldwin

e
riglliglf i €
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NCSBE Report of Investigation

Case Number: 2016-141

Investigator(s): Joan Fleming/Marshal Tutor

Dacument: interview of Heather Register, 11/15/2016
County{s): Bladen County ”

Subject{s): Patriots for Progress [E PAC
Possible Absentee Bailot Fraud — 11/08/2016 General Election;

On 11/15/2016; Heather Register, Dos [ 1969, resiing -

I - < contacted at her residence by NCSBE investigators Joan Fierming and
Marshall Tutor. Also present for the interview was Register’s husband, Timothy Register, DOB
s - e son. Michael Register, DO [ 1056, I /1 being
aduised of the identity of the intendewing officials and the purpose of the contact, Register provided the
following information:

Register confirmed that she sent an email to the Bladen County Board of Election (BOE)-on November g,
2016, in which she advised that she, her husband, and her son had applied for absentee ballots though
“3 couple of my sor’s friends” and, although they never received the ballots; they were told that the
voted baflots were received by the Bladen County BOE en October 6, 2016, Her email noted that when
she went to vote in-person on Election Day, she was told that she had already voted.

Register identified the above referenced “friends” as Caitlyn Croom and Matthew Matthis. She stated
that Croom 'is;thf; ex-girlfriend of herson, Michael, and that Croofi is presently dating Matthis. She
recalled that Croom and Matthis came to her house and explained that they were being paid for
“helpirg people” t0 vole absentee. Register recalled that Croom and Matthis carried a “metal
clipboard” that contained the forms and that theyjust “showed up” at the Register's house. She
recalled that they stated they wera working for soneona who was paying them $20.00 either “per
ballot” arfor a certain numb_ér'-of ballots. Registet did not recall if they ever mentioned thename_ufthe
person who was paying them. Croom and Matthis told the Registersthat they shouid let them know
when the ballots arrived at their house, which they-expe‘ctedlwbu'!d be “Friday”, and Croom.and Matthis
would- cc}_me-back.anc["pick them up. They did not say how the batlots would be transmitted to the
Bladen County BOE, ‘

Heather and Timothy Register were shown copies of their abseinitee ballot request forms, which were
signed ori September 22, 2016, and they confirmed that the signatires on those forms, were theirs. She
stated the printing on the forms was not theirs and was possibly written by Matthis. Registerstated the
signature on Michael Register’s farm was not authentic. She noted that her son, Michagl, was working
in Ohie.from approximately August 5, 2016 to October 30, 2016, and therefore Michazl could not have
signad his form on September 22, 2016 as indicated.

The Register's reviewed the signatures.on their corresponding ballet container envelopes and each
stated that the si gnatures were not theirs. Michael Register confirmed-that he:was stili out of towniin.



.
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Ohio on the date his ballot envelope was signed, October'1, 2016. Timothy Register stated the signature.
on His bailot envelope was “noteven close” to his real signature and Heather Register stated the same
noting that the signature appearing on the envelope was “awful.” Heather and Timothy further noted
that they never received-the ballots and therefore could not have. signed the ballot. contalner envelopes.
Al! three ballot container enveiopes were witnessed by Croom and Matthis.

Register stated that when the. ballots did not arrive, she attributed itto “slow mail” and did not contact:
Croom or Matthis to ask any questions. Instead, she went to vote on Election Day, and,.as stated above,

she was told that the executed absentée ballots had already arrived at the Bladen County BOE. She
recalled that the poll worker assisting her called another poil worker overto review the poll book. They
then called the Bladen County BOE and were told the ballots were received on October 6, 2016,

Register called her husband and told him that all three of them couid not vote (Michael Register was
back in NC as of 10/30/2016) because they had “already voted.”

Register was adamant that she and her husband had notvoted, because they had never received their-
ballots. She commented that she “hoped they voted for my chaices.” Register was furnished with a
telephone number for the State Board by the Bladen County BOE. She spoke with Sheryl Harris who told
her the State Board would investigate. Two days later, on November.10, 2016, the lgcal news media
attempted to contact Register about her experiénce. Register re-contacted Harris for advice and was
told that the State Board was investigating but could not offer Register advice concerning the press
inquiry. Register stated she also contacted “Charles Ray Martin.”

Soon after Election Day, Register received-an “affidavit” from Gabriella Fallon at “HVIT law.”

She-stated she “did not fill'it out” -ahd"_fonuarded it:to Harris at the State Board instead. She advised she-

had not spoken to Harris since the previous week when she reported the media contact.

Register stated she did not have a telephone humber for Matthis and Croom.and that they

communicated by Facebook. She-described the location where they reside.
Register stated that she feels that it is “not fair” that someone else “took my vote.”

Timothy Register stated that he dislikes the idea that someone voted'in his place and he was also
coricerned about the possibility that their mail may have been stoien.

Michael Register reviewed a voter registration form, dated May 27, 2014, which he said contained his
authentic signature. He stated the registration form dated September 23, 2016 was not sigried by him
and that he was still in Ohio on that date. He stated that he wanted to vote “for himself” and would
have been “mad” if he was turned away fike his mother was. He stated he considered voting in Ohio,
but was not legally registered there,

Documents discussed with the Registers are attached to this report.

[investigator's Note: Register submitted a signed affidavit to the Bladen County BOE, dated November
18, 2016. -A copy of that affidavit is also attached. Itis noted that Register’s affidavit was later



Exhibit 2.2.2.1 78 of 278

subinitted as an attachment to an election protest submitted to the Bladen County BOE by Leslie
McCrae Dowless, Jr.} '

2016-141/Active
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Cynthia Shaw _
From: Heather Register <hregister@jfcmelons.corns

Sent: Wedhnesday, November 09, 2016 11:23 AM

To: elections@iladenco.org

ca Sen, Brent Jackson

Subject; Absentes

We had a couple of my sons friends stop by asking if we wanted to do an absentze ballot back in fate Septemberfearly
October. They said the bal_l'o't would cometo our house and we could fill it out and send It in without having to go to the
polls. Wenever got the ballots. When I'went to vote last night they told me.that | had alieady voted, they had received my,
my sens.and my husband’s absentee ballots on October 6th. They did notallow us to vote. We never got the ballots rior
filled them cut. We are in Bladen County. Our address is 1878 Braxton Edge Road, Fayetteville, NC 28312, My husband's
name is Timothy S, Register and my sons name is Michael B. Register.

“ Thank you,

Heather Register

Food Safety Coordinalor
Jackson Farming Company
910-567-2202

www ifcmelons.com

et Mg ¢ |
¥ g E % | GLOBALG.AP,
: /. GFS! CERTIFIED

‘Grower/Packer/Shipper of Watermelons, Athens Cantaloupes, Eastern Honeydews, Specialty Melons; Strawberries,
PumpKins, Broccoli and Sweet Potatoes .
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AFFIDAVIY

Norh Carolina

County of }.EE’} tt &A% F\: -

Weatne gﬁ‘:&:ﬁ ..%‘E‘ X" apptering before the undérsigned
Name of privneipd] '

notary and being dnly sworn, says that:

1. My name is Heather Registir and Jam a mgistere’d veter in Bladar Couny, Novis

Carolina.

i

I xegide ot 1574 Braxton Edga Roed, Payertevilie, NC 283 12, with my hushand,
Timothy Register, aud my son, Michae] Raiigier.

In approximaigly late Seplemberfary Ociober; my Son's friend, Caitlyn. Croom

arrived at our horue atcompanied by a friend parmed Matthew.

Caitlyn dnd Matthavr advised rry family and me that if we filed abséntee request
forms, we would receive absentas bellots in otr mail and we could vote by mait

without having fo o to the polls o st our voles,

L)
.

. Caitlyn and Matthew alse mentioned they could receive payment tnthe smount of
$20 If they seoured & ceriain number of ehsentee ballor request forms From vorars;

they did not share informetion 02 Who woild be paying them for this work.

My family drid T oomplefed aue abientee reguest forms with Cafilyn and Matthew.

However, the absentes baflots never arvived 2t atrhome.

On Novenrther 8, 2016, L went to my polling placsto cast vy vote.
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Whien [ ancived; the poll Workers informed mal confd not vote beravsa my absentze

ballot had alreedy besi east on October &, 2018,

Additionally, the poll workers a‘dv‘:sed_ e that absenter baflofs had alsa Yeen

reesived formy husband and.son.

[ explained thet the absentes ballots fever anmyiveld at our bome znd we hed nat

sutbritted those absentess purselies,

¥ was tald Toould mor voie snd was provided fic number for the Bladsn County Boawd

of Blactions.

1 informed the Bladen Courty Boart} of Elsations of the sbssirtes ballote thas wers

submitted i my family’s name without our knowledge or consent.

. Neithermy family nor ] voted provisionally.,
.r""'"'" 1
'-d«iimﬁx’?w/x “’k ("‘* UJ
i
ﬁm .

Sworn to {or affirmedy and subseribed before me this the. /57 day of A0 ¥ embam  Foré

an .

{Official Seal} o {-{.i,_ Cpor i bt é_ﬁgﬁﬂl,\
Qfisal Sienature of Notary

L] e aame AL L

Gh'aﬁkasw Rlske, 1,

ﬂimbw?r:ﬂaiymbm Cha ,(” W\ 3 far I, Nowmny Public
erhnd Colimy, 3.0, Y o oE ;
My Cﬁmﬁssmn Expires .?"»‘-‘.."':.Sf'a"’ { OZG’T']»‘S Rited typed pame

My commission sxpives £ ot i I
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SEFIDAVIT

North Carolina
. >1 ]
County.ofg_g} o8y

_“i&l{‘.ﬂ%"hﬁ. g Q&ﬂ 'l &“E"U » appearing hefore the undersigned
Nevne of privneipd]

notary and being duly swoin, says thal
i My name is Heather Register and 1 am a regiswered voirr in Blagen Couny, North

Carolina.

Treside 2t 1878 Braxton Edes Road, Fayeiteville, NC 28312, with nty husband,

Timothy Rerister, and my son, Michee]l Register,

L2

In approximaiely late September/eacty October, iy son's friend. Cairlyn Croom

arrived &t oUr liome accomipanied by 2 fiend resmet! Matthew.

Caltiyn and Eﬂ&rﬂu;‘swadvis;& wiry aimily and me thay iF we filed absenise request
forms, we would 26cstve absanize ballots i owr mail and we could voite by mail

withotrt having 1o g6 fo the polls 1o st our vores.
. Caitlyn and Matihew also mediioned they cotld recéive payment in ths amount of
$20 ifthey secured & oartain pumber of abseritee hallot request formus from votes;
thay did ot share Information on who would be payite them for this wotk.
My family and I completed our absentee request forms with Caitlyn and Matthew.
However, the absentes ballots never amrtver af our home.

7. On No?emfier 8,20 16, I weent toxmy poﬁ mg place 1o cast my vote.
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8. When F anvéd, the poll workers nformed ma § cotld not vois becauss my absenies

ballot had already been cast on Ociober 6. 2016,

9. Addifionally, the poll wotkers advised mue thatabsenies ballots bad also been

received forray husband and son.

10. [.axplained dat the abseniee ballots never arrived at ooy bome and we had not

submitted those absentees ourselves.

11. [ wasteld Leould nor Vots and was provided the number for the Bladen County Board

of Eleciions..

12. Yinfornred the Bladen County Board of Elecions of the absentee ballots that were

subraitied in my family’s name without our knowledse or consent,

13. Neitherny Family nor [ voted provisionally.

.-"'“""n -
% e i i
é\ e ’Q_.SA ,J gﬁf‘*wimﬁ_,
. Jifﬁmi!\J

Sworn to {or affirmed) and subscribed before me thisthe /% dayofado s/ snLar TR
i T

i

(Official Seal) @ajﬁ Le m;f.,, 4:3
. ) Offlesad Signai-< a_f‘;\ tary
Chatles W, Siska, . . - 5
bi\roht::gpnmml C%%.‘f"[_c’.: W 3o Lo T, Notary Public
Cumbeddand Crunwy, 8.C; Notery's printed or piped o
Myﬂom‘nmanﬁzpuesﬁé’:fza WY FRIEC OF YR RRNE

My commission epives: /7 2 fs fan
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<] Bladen County Board of Tlections.
i p.o xStz
Elizabethtown, NC283BT

“PHORE: 910-852-6951 FAY; 910:862-7620
electidns@bladenco.ong, |

l_ ERAUDULENTLY OR FAESELY COMPLETING THIS FORM IS A CLASS [ FELONY UNDER CHAPTER 163 OF THENC GENERAL STRFUTES.
{am requesting an absentee ballot for the: _ GENERAL ELECTION on _NOVEMBER Bm, 20018 .
' ; : Electon Tyoe {Prmoary, Gene i, Mot Gpal, Spedal, 21t  Eecllon Dm.-
. Voter information

ﬁam' T First Name. T g iane | Suffix
cojstes” _ Hearther J

Horme Add s'c'{N'C Recidential Addrassy Majing addrosa {tf dlffg:;cnw; en.homg adq);tss g

1579 B o Flge 26 L

- Gty State {zfp Code city-

i

: iy State | ZpCede
' £ in A e
__FQ%&M‘&E | NC jzgsy | ke l |
H.aw_n,t_ lived at thiz. address lor mace than ga-da_;s?ﬁ-"ms_[:}ﬂg Courity-of Residerge, “I:EE\.E_IQE_;N mig (Fappilcable) .

15 “iYe,” fdicate the date of youy mover .!

‘Youmust provide at leastone dentificatian num&er bafew.{cr see iastmct:cnsj \,?qla: Registiation No. § Fhone {optidhal] { Emall {eptionat)
rh'.‘tkem« o720 Humber SsH : . 4 :

KX X - XX -
Dss;&t.ae..@{oﬁqgjnfvrmatimw_ ..
Absentea Malfmg Address [Where should the ballot be Taliet?) TRy Stale 7lg Cofiz
a3 absye |
[F voterls roglstered ax Unaffifiated and reques t!ng ahailot fora parﬂsan primary, choose & pimary ballot preforenes. E i
: [ pemocratic 7 E repinblican {3 ubeitsrian {Jndon-parttsan :
lf.".rotei_'li‘« apatientin B hdspital, cﬁhl’c-, nursing -ﬁa;ne'{;ir rast home, pleass indlicate Whather yourwilineed aslistance In marking your ballot: L] Yer B:.NO L

- lf"‘fes,’* what is :he name and address of th& hosplra!er{adl‘t'.r'

2 R R D N e R e T

A A e e o et e T ©

Jfrequesﬂng an aaseﬂteebaﬁor or behr:ffoja nearre!pt!va, J’fs: your m:me aifdress, canrnct fnfwmatr‘on ﬁm:! refaﬂmsﬁfp to th: vorer.
" Rerprestor's Nema Elspouse  [Ibrotherfsister [ parent L grandporent [ stepparent
1 ] epite- ] Erondctitd Ed sepehitd {7 matherdntayr [ tothiewdnaiany
parer i (et Qscn—ln law - Ddaughthr-im]aw [T legatguardian

] .
; Requastar's Address Hame of Corporation {if appoiated legef guardlan)

*City - State | Zpcade | Requestor's Phone ' Requestar's Emall.

s I neinber ofthie Untformed Seviges orierchant Madag orvactiveduty and currently ghsent fiom county of residerice pran algibf. spousefd ependent

,Se!ect org: uf the opﬂors Below to qualify as a miluary oreverseas uoter

T u.s. titizen residing oulside Mz U 5. temporarly or IndeMeltely

Current Address (Address where you ace currently statloned or fving oversgas.) Transmit my baliotby: ; ' -
. : {Military/Overseas Yoters Only} D Ml _ O R [ Emai
Fax Nurafer or Einall Addeess .

Sighature of Relativé/Near Guarﬁf{ai": {ifﬁpb{iﬁ__&p{g}

X

Visi s NCSBE. gav.to check yotirvoter registration o absenten voling statvs.

¥261311
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BLADEN COUNTY
QBSEN?EE APPLICATION &ND CERTIFICATE

' RA[JDULENT}XG LFAL
's"g: FELGNYWG?JHER?G'_ A

Envelope must be signed by the voter and in the
presence of two (2} witnesses (or one notary-
pubfic). Winesses mustalso'sign and provide

g LRI, their complete addres‘s. #55 oSy RN T
H
. HEATHER ANN REGISTER T B R I TR T ,.L:-stmf%" L;#ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ-h Siinis
o 1878 BRAXYON EDGE RD. f T'do heweby ceriily thatl am a.duly quzhl’wd voler, registered =5 an affiliate of the, pu!lucal paily i indicated
A FAYETTREVILLE, Ne 28312 r on this application, tharafl infommation Rpmtnttd is correet, anil frat T am éntifled 1o vote in this dlection,
1 o I£ 1 am an Unaffillated voter voilng in a rinar)‘ election, T am véting in the Party Pomary indicated:
g P g
'y REP - B LADEN GOUNTY :.1 (DEM) (REPY or (LIB}: If the paty indicated is (UNAY, Tam voling o nonpastison ballal.
’ - ;: [ centify that I amy making application for an‘absentes battot, and thiat I nitnked the. batlotenelosed heréin (or
" rj it wos. rarked for me iis my presence ted according 1o.my instrictions).in the presence: of 190 witnesses
oo q“fﬁ%ﬁ“ R e o 2 who are at sast 18 vears of age-and who are not di squaltiied by 2w 10°Witness the casing of my shseiigs
R -.‘3-»‘\'...1’-!1{.’\.}-.- o : -Eh.i.-‘:.*a."sfxvﬁ?-:@r'f;:._'.bg]}m.. )

i ik
b i _ [0-04-1t
. Ballet: Gogs I patune of Voter (Requscd) ¢ i Dite F
g HEATHER ANK REGISTER lji
N PCTAVTOPTUPTD Mirid: jd
5 17082016 - GENERAL ’ g
B o e % "Namo corrcelion (i appiicabls)

CERTIFICATION OF PERSINASSISTIREYORER “;E“i:’éﬁf’”"c’éﬁ@zm

..... ,.r-‘w-,

& Teedify that Lassisted the vobor in madingkis or her bellot according to Hisor her instoetion satVor 1
‘: -assisted the voler in signing this cuhacam Becdnse the voter is ungtle 1o complete andfor. sigm this
F :ﬁ ccrtlﬁcat!on o
: # )
: 3 Tamedl Persofi. Assisting Voler (if2ppleabls) Addosss ofFersen Assisting Voter
X b v T
Sigaarure of Pérson Assisting Voter T Date’

ST T A g 2 t*«— gt P e ‘ g /*F “) "'}."‘"‘-\u“')’ ‘..—'s“"h =y
w:mg,s_sz-;s CCERTIE Eifif’ b R ﬁiy gu FARY. ,(,%
[T RO ol o Vet s ) § PRSI IR
I eemry thnt Tam at least 13 yvears: ofage and #um not d:squa’rﬁcd by Q.5 163~ Slate of , Caumnty of

226.3(3)(4) orG.S. 163-237(b1) to assist (fiis voler inmarking or witressing fhe.
casting of hisher abeentee ballot, and in- my presénce, the Yoter marked- fia
cncloscd ballor, or eaused it tobe marked in hisher prescaee seearding 1o bisher | certify that L am at leost 13 years of age snd am ot disgualified. by G.S. 163-

2263(2Y4) or G.5. 162-23?(b1) 10 essigt fhis voler in marking or witnessing the
nstction, and signed this absentee npgilicition and certificate. . castiig  ©f Wigher gbséotee balloL On e dy o
Cl%;k-/ﬂ Cripsemnn : Ao R
\'v'"lue.s.e ﬂl ﬂxgmmrg }L:qmn-d) =
126 O7F M:/(J‘—l 242 U .
WinS% £1 Street A Print Yoler's Natny
= S ch,a\a Ml = 24 .
Wittess #1 City, Siete, Zip {Required) personelly 2ppeated btfore me, was posi tively Mennified; and inmy presence, marked

the enciosed baliot, orcavised itio be:marked in his or hier presence according o his or
hér msttclion, and s;gned ihis alisentec application ind certificatt.

XNk Az~ AN X

Witnfes 240 B ignature {Repuised) Sigmitre of Notary Public

Voo N g oy Ely7 A

\’v’?g_c&!. 42 Steeet Address k[Itequm{dﬂ

. T2 e qr
Efle b Ciendly “UC D'Z./S‘(\:p\b'—'-" . o «
Vetmess #2 City, Stale, Zip {Reajuined) e My £ enumission. Expires 5
SE .

R T 23 ; :
T the. t 2 Second an oy (or Iy ky; [request thatthts ap’pl:_.mlonbe 8
s:gn ature below, T rcq.ucst thatan:absence. anpi:catwn ind ballat be JSS]ICd o request for absenien bellots. for any oltlm clections. 10 be eld. s cafendar year in
tieand mailed. (o meat the address given below, ~whish Lam eligible to participate.

X _ X

Signaturs of Yoler (if appTicatlc) Fignature of Voter {ifapplicable)
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Bladen County Board of 'Ej-ECfI-Gr_ls
PO BOXSIZ
Efizatetfitown, NC 28337

- PHONE: 910-862-6951 FAX: Di0-862-7820
eie&isns@'b};den_m.brg .

FRAUDULENTLY OR FALSELY COMPLETING THIS FORM 15 A CLASS | EELONY UNDER CHAPTER 163 OF THE NC GENERAL STATUTES.

am requestingan absentee ballot for the: _GENERAL FLECDION on _NOVEMBER S, 2016
" Flection Typs {Erimory. Genenal, Municipel, Sped], wc) _ Elction Date

-

foter informafmn

st [Frst uai-me | widdle ame t Suffix | Date of Birth
“@G\ﬂ?&s R cf‘ﬁf}j:jf\\& 9,
ame“nﬁdreﬁs (NC Resideritial Addrass) _ Maliing Address R e
S{ @ ; Ll b B B AL AS
Byt Eﬁc’f _
Tstate | Zptode | iy Ziptode
A - ; 2
i x\g?-!%\;\ w232
sve yod lived art this address for more than 39 days? ﬁve-; [ ne 1 County of Ressdence-
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- BLADEN COUNTY
ABSENTEE APPLICATION AND GERTIFICATE
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BOARD AP PROVAL: 3 ‘assisted the voter in stgming, this: certificate becanse the voter is. unabie 1o oomplctc andfor slgu this

2 certification.

v Gt 1T

Nams of P:Eon'mxisﬁng\’ou{if'am;liﬁhle)_ Addmr;i‘?m;on Assisting Voter
Daote :
B X
%’W i, ey ‘Signamre of Person Assistog Voter SRS TR

u‘fﬁ:‘mﬂ S

_\,*" ‘“”

% ; ,:, »—f‘-:ﬂ‘ %@%ﬁ’
5 i E 2 g = h.._.m,,‘-.c-—.-..h-

Imhfyfnatlamailaast lsycars ofageandamnotd;squalﬁc&byGS. 163~ Sitatn of
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NCSBE Report.of Investigation

Case Number: 2016-141
Investigator(s): Joan Fleming/Marshall Tuter

Docurnent: Interview of Caitlyn Croom and Matthew Metthis, 11/16/2016
County(s): Bladen County
Subject(s): Patriots for Progress |E PAC

Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2016 General Election;
On 11/16/2016, Caitlyn Croom DOB 1996, and Matthew Matthis, DOB[ 1994, residing at
were contacted at their residence by NCSBE
‘Investigators Joan Fleming and Marshall Tutor. After heing advised of the identity of the interviewing
officials and the purpose of the contact, Croom and Matthis provided the following information:

[Investigator’s Note: Matthis furnishied most of the information with Croom adding to it at various
points during theinterview. This interview was also recorded.]

Matthis is'a high school graduate of Clinton High School. He hq_s.-c:qmp!‘etedfmo semesters of college at
a community colfege. Croom is a graduate of East Bladen High School. Both were unemployed at the
time of this interview.

Croom and Matthis stated that prior to the November 8, 2016, they both worked togetheron a get-out-
the-vore effort for a political PAC identified as “Patriots for Progress IE (PFP).” Croom advised that she
was hired to work for PFP and Matthis, who is her boyfriend, assisted her with her efforts to contact
votersin Bladen County.

Croom first became eniployed with PFP through a friend, who she identified as “Kelly.” Kelly was
working for an individual identified as McCrae Dowless who was paying Kelly to go house to house,
contacting voters, for the purpose of assisting them in requesting and completing absentee ballots for
the November 8, 2016 General Election.. Dowless was paying Kelly for her work, and Croom and
Matthis were interested in also being hired by Dowless because they were unemployed at that time.
Croom and Matthis-recalled that Kelly stopped working for Dowless shortly after they started. it was
their understanding that Dowless also employed others, and Matthis recalled seeing two other female
empicyees on one occasion when he and Croom were meeting with Dowiess. They did not speak with
or meet those employees and they could not identify them by name.

Dowless-explained that he wanted Croom and Matthis to concentrate on finding voters in District 3, but
he was interested in attracting voters from other districts as well. Dowless showed them the voter
registration and absentee ballot requests forms that they would be presenting to voters to fill out and
sign. Dowless stated that there were many people who would rot otherwise vote if they were not
encouraged to vote absentee. He told Croom and Matthis to encourage the voters tQ take advantage of
using an absentee ballot by saying they could “vote in the comfort of their own home.” Dowless was
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running for Soil and Water Commissioner, a non-partisan office, and he wanted them to “push” certain
Republican candidates. He was particularly interested in having Croom and Matthis “push” votes for
Ray Britt and Ashley Trivette who were candidates for Bladen Courity Commissioner. In return for their
work, Craom and Matthis would be paid for their gasand time which they stated worked out to
approximately $250.00.per week.

Croom and Matthis were asked to bring Dowless 20 absentee requests per week and they were always
paid in cash by Dowless. They would meet with Dowless at his “office” which was located'in Dublin, NC
in-a storefront called “Dublin Aladdin Sweepstakes” which was in a small strip shopping center. Matthis
stated it was located near a Dollar General store and a pizza shop. When presented withthe request
forms, Dowless would write “CC” at the top of each one to signify that he received them from Croom.
He typically did not pay them when they turned in the forms, but rather at a fater time when they would
meet at his office, which was typically every Friday. However; he sometimes met and paid them in
Elizabethtown if it was more convenient. Croom stated that she received some receipts from Dowless
which were possibly still in her.car. Matthis and Croom both stated that they were paid for their gas
and time to collect absentee ballot request forms and denied being paid for a quota and/or for
delivering completed ballots to Dowless. [Investigator's Note: Later in the interview, Matthis and
Croom corrected this statement to advise that Dowless was in fact paying ther for a quota of request
forms and ballots.and that they were requiréd to bring him both the reéquest form and the ballot in
order to be paid.]

According to Matthis, Dowless provided Matthis and Croom with an “inactive voters list” which they
used to locate prospective voters. Matthis stated that he used anotebook to keep track.of their work,
Mathis-and Croom would go to the voter’s residence and ask-them to fill out an-absentée ballot request
form. (Matthis demonstrated the typical pitch hé would make to the voters for the interviewing
officials.) After collecting '_a‘pproximatel'yrzorequ’est formis, Matthis would contact Dowless by phone
and they would arrange to meet Dowless to give him the forms. Dowless told them that he would mail
the request forms to the Bladen County Board of Elections (BOE). Matthis would provide his telephone
Rurnber to the voter so that the voter could inform him when the ballot arrived at their residence.
Croom and Matthis wouild then return t6 the voter’s residence after the voter received their absentee
baliot and return-envelope. They would tell the voter to “vote for whoever they wanted” and then seal
their ballot in the return envelope. The vater would sign.the ballot container envelope and Croom and
Matthis would witness the voter’s signature. The veter would-then be told to put theéir ballot envelope
in‘the mail. However, Matthis admitted that there were occasions when he and Croom would miail the
ballot envelope for the voter as a convenience for them.

Matthis stated that he estimated that he and Croom sighed up around 150 voters: He stated that the
majority of the voters were fram his district and Elizabethtown. Many of the voters were people that
Matthis and Créom knew and he recalled that at first, it was easy for them to sign up 20 voters a.week.

Matthis and Croom were asked to describe their dealings with voters Heather Register, Timothy S..
Register, and Michael Register of Michael Register was
Croom’s ex-boyfriend and the Registers reside-approximately three miles from Croom’s residence.
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Matthis and Créom stated they visited Heather and Timothy Register at their residence and they
confirmed that the date on the Register’s Absentee Ballot Request ferms, which was 9/22/2016, would
have been the date of that visit. Heather and Ti Tmothy-Reg!ster agreed to vote by absentee ballot and
allowed Matthis to fill out their request forms which "chey"t_h_en signed. Croom and-Matthis advised that
Michael Register was not present but had met them earlier that day in a Walmart parking lot where he
(Michael) signed his request form. Matthis acknowledged that the printing on Michael’s request form
was done by Matthis, The “CC” onthe top right.cornerof Michael’s request form was written by Croom,
They then clipped the Register’s paperwork together with other requesifbrms and turned them into
Dowless, after which they believe Dowless sentthe requests to the BOE.

Croom and Matthis stated they returned to the Register's residerice after thie ballots arrived at which

time the Register’s signed their ballot envelopes. Heather Register signed her ballot envelope in her
driveway on 10/04/2016, and Croom and Matthis signed as witnesses. Timothy Register signed “oni the
steps” of his.residence on 10/04/2016, after which Croom and Matthis signed his ballot envelope as
witnessés.  According to Matthis and Croom, Michael Register signed his baliot return :enve[o;:"e inthe

‘front yard of his residence, dated his form 10/01/2016; and Croom and Matthis signed as witnesses.

After providing the above information, Matthis and Croom wére confronted by the interviewing officials

with information that Michael Reglster was not physzcally in the state of North Carolina at the time they

claim he signed his forms and therefore could not have signed his request form or ballot container
envelope as described by Matthis and Croom. The interviewing officials did not reveal where Michael
Register was residing at that time; but noted that Michael’s ballot request form showed a “mailing
address” that is known to be the residence address of Croom and Matthis. They wereasked why
Michaef Register would request his ballot to be-sent to their residence.

Matthis responded that Michael Registerwas out of state working in Ohio atthe time the documents.

‘were filled out and signed, and he would not be returning to North Carolina until late Octeber. Matthis

stated that he (Matthis) completed and signed Michael’s name.on a new voter registration form, an.
absentee batlot reguest form, and also voted his baliot for him.. Matthis ahd Croom thereafter signed
the ballot envelope as if they had witnessed Michael signi it. However, Matthis and Croori stated they
did so with Michael’s full knowledge and consent, and voted Michael's bailot per his wishes. ‘Matthis
advised that he, Croom, .and Mir:h'a_'el Register are all friends in spite of Croom’s previous refationship
with'Michael. In an éffort to sign up more voters, Matthis texted Michael to ask if he would like to vote
absentee. Michael replied that he would and gave permission in text messages for Matthis to-obtain an.

" absentee ballot which would be mailed to Matthis and Croom’s residence address. Matthis stated that

he still had the fext messages between himself and Michae! saved on his celipht;ne'. [Investigators

Note: Matthis later produced the above referenced text messages, which appeared ta corroborate

Matthis’ statement concerning Michael Register. It was noted that in the process of giving consent,
Michael furnished Matthis with identity information riecessary for Matthis to complete Michael’s forms.
This included Michael’s date of birth and social security riumbers, both of which were furnished ina text

‘message from Michael to Matthis.]

Matthis.and Croom were informed that it is against North Carolina election laws to.sign a voter’s name
on registration forms; ballot request forms, and to.execute a ballet and sign a voter's name on the ballot
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container envelope and that having the voter’s conisent, if that occurred, would still not make it legal for
them to do so. They were further informed that falsely signing the witness signature lines on the ballot
container was also illegal.

Matthis and Croom were then confronted with information in a complaint that was submitted to the
Bladen County Roard of Elections by Heather Register in an email dated 11/09/2016. In.that email, Mrs.
Register stated the following:

“We had a couple of my son’s friends stop by. asking if we wanted ta do an absentee ballot back in fate
September/early October. They said the ballot would come to our house and we could fill it out-and.
send it in without having to go to the polls. We. never got the bailots. When | went to vote last night
they told me that | had already voted, they had received my, my sons {sic), and my husband’s absentee
baflots on October 6™. They did not allow us fo vote. We never got theballots nor filled them out. We.
are in Bladen County. Our a_ddr_ess_i_ My husband’s
name is Timothy S. Register and my sons (sic) name is Michael B. Register.”

The above email was sigried by Heather Register, Food Safety Coordinator, Jackson Farming Company,

Matthis and Croom were informed that that all three Register’s had been interviewed and that ali three
stated that the signatures on the ballot container-envelopes were not theirs and that they had not voted
any abseniee ballots.

At the above point in the interview, Matthis résponded that he wished to clear up some things he and
Croom had sald. He stated that he and Croom had “wasted your (the investigator’s) time” and that they
had been providing “halftruths” Matthis stated that he stood by his statement that Michael Register
knew.and consented to Croom and himself obtaining an absentee ballot and voting it on his behalf.
However, he explained that his and Croom’s motivation for doing so was that he and Croom were in fact.
being paid by Dowless to obtain both ballot request forms and the completed ballots, both of which
they were required to bring to Dowless in order tc'.__g_et paid. Dowless paid them half of the money due
ta them, $112.50, for every 20-absentee request forms they brought to him and the remaining $112.50
when'they produced the signed.and sealed ballot co_nta‘nher.envelp'p_es; Dowless instructed them to
push.certain candidates when meeting with the voters and provided Croom and Matthis with a "’sampf'e:
ballot” upon which he marked certain candidates that he wished to be “pushed” including: Donald J.
Trump, Pat McCrory, Ray Britt, Ashley Trivette, Douglass B. Sasser, W. Richard Caox, C. Ashley Gore, Jason
C. Disbrow, Scott L. Ussery, and McCrae Dowless. Matthis provided the interviewing officials with the.
original copy of the sample ballot provided to himself and Croom by Dowless. He stated that Dowless
indicated he should use it to remember which candidatesto “push” but should not show it to the voters.
Iinvestigator’s Note: Ash[ey.TﬁvetteT’S' name was handwritten on the sample ballot. Agcording to.
Matthis, Dowless wrate that name in since it 'was not printed on the sample ballot.]

According to Mathis, Dowleéss réquired Matthis and Croomto show him both the request forms.and the

ballots théy h’adlpr’oduced- before he-’WouId pay them any money. Dowless would question them when
they brought the ballots to him as to whether the person had voted for the candidates Dowless was



Exhibit 2.2.2.1 94 of 278

pushing and Matthis- would say they had. Dowless told Mathis and Croom not to let anyone know that.
they were being paid based on the number of ballots they turned in or that they were giving the ballots
to Dowless.. Matthis believed that Dowless was being paid to “do the same” by someone. Healso
recalled that the first time he and Croom were paid that Dowless paid the full amount for the ballot
requests without having received the corresponding ballots. However, after that one time, Dowless told
Matthis and Croom that he would only pay half when they brought the requests and wotdd hold the
remainder of their pay until they _brought the hallots to him.. Matthis recalled that Dowless made this
change after referring to a “Inéeting” that he had attended. Matthis speculated that Dowless was told
10 opérat'e‘ In that manner by other membeérs-of Patriots for Progress.

Matthis continued his above explanation of the Register ballots as follows:

Matthis stated that Heather.and Timothy Register were out of town when their ballots arrived at their
residence. Matthis made a few unsuccessful attempts to reach them in aneffort to collect their ballots
and return them as part of a group to Dowless. When his effortsto reach them failed, he contacted
another one of the Register’s sons, Timothy Register Jr,, and asked if the ballots had arrived at their
residence. According to Matthis, Timothy Register Jr. stated they had arrived but that his parents were-
still out of town. Matthis asked Timothy if he could go by and pick up the ballots and Timothy agreed..
Matthis picked up the ballots at the Register’s house While Croom waited: i their-car. ‘They brought
them back to their résidence so that he and Croom could include them in"a stack of ballots they were
delivering to Dowless, Matthis stated that he signed Heather Register’s name and Timothy Register's
name to each of their ballots. Both he and Croomsigned the ballots as if they had witnessed the
Registers sign their’ ballats.

Matthis stated that the Registers had not voted their ballots at the time he went to their residence.
Matthis likewise did not vote their batlots but instead put then inside the ballot contairier envelopes
without marking any votes under the mistaken belief that they would not be counted by the BOE if they
were blank and that the Registers would still be able to vote. [Investigator's Note: Examination of the.
Registers’ absentee ballots has corrobordted Matthis’ statement that their ballots were not marked.
However, their ballots were nonetheless counted as having voted by the county BOE and therefore they
were not eligible ta vote again.]

Matthis stated that he and Croom were trying to gather as many ballots as they-could to have enough to
turn into Dowless so that they couid get paid and they wanted 1o be able to turn the Register’s ballots in
as a part of a stack of ballots. He advised that Dowless did not know that Matthis had executed Michael
Register’s ballot or submitted blank ballots for Heatherand Ti’mot'hy Registér. Matthis said that he and
Croorn felt pressure to submit as many baflots as they could so they could g6t paid by Dowless. In doing
50, they did not share Dowless’ concern asto how the votersvoted. Although they were told to push
certain-candidate’s by Dowless, Matthis stated he did not typically follow that instruction and while he
‘made suggestions, he let people vote for whoever they chose. Matthis and-Croom did not look at the
ballots before turning thein into Dowless and did not know if Dowless opened the envelopes to seée how
people voted. Matthis commented that sinice Dowless knew most people in the community and would
also recognize neighborhoods by the street addréss indicated, he would havethe ability to guess how
the person voted based upon those two factors. Matthis noted that Dowiless told them to avoid
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African-American neighborhoods.when they we re-soliciting voters because those voters would tend to
vote-for Democratic candidates.

Matthis and Croom were advised by the interviewing officials thit the Bladen County BOE also received
a compiaint. regafdi'n’g.'an absentee ballot issue invelving voter, Linda Johnson-Baldwin, in which Matt’his
and Croom’s names were listed as witniesses.on Baldwin’s ballot, Matthis confirmed that he contacted
Baldwin at her residence at'which time she agreed to fill out request forms for herself, her-two sons, and
her daughter. Matthis explained to Baldwin that he was being paid to sign people up to vote by
absentee ballot and she was “wiliing to help him out.” Croom was with Matthis but waited in the car
while he spoke with Baldwin. Matthis did not disclose who his employer was to Baldwin, Matthis and
Croom turned Baidwin’s ballot request forms in with others to Dowless and waited for the ballots to
arrive at Baldwin’s housé. When Matthis went back to pick up the voted ballots, Croom once again
waited inthe car. Baldwin informed Matthis that she had not had time to vote yet. When he went
back a second time, Baldwin’s two sons were present. However, he recalied that because they work for
the Fire Department, they had to leave before completing their batlots. Matthis recalled that Baldwin
censequeritly voted, and may have signed, alf three ballots, including her sons. Matthis recalled that
Baldwin informed him that-her daughter was not registered in North Caroling, and as such, no ballot was
sent by the BOE. At Matthis’ request, Baldwin gave the signed ballots to Matthis so that be could get
credit for them from his employer. However, she ihsisted that Mathis return the ballots to her to put in
the mail. Matthis and Croom thereafter delivered Baldwin’s ballots to Dowless along with others, buf he
told Dowless that he needed to return Baldwin’s ballots to her. Matthis stated that Dowless always
kept the ballots. inless the voter asked for theirsback: According to Matthis, that weekend, his mother
was in a serious car accident and he was unable to bring Baldwin’s ballots back to her because he was
assisting his mother with her injuries. Matthis ended up keeping Baldwin’s ballots for three or four days
beyond what he planned. Matthis ultimately. met Baldwin and her husband in their driveway as they
were leaving to go somewhere. He gave her back her ballots along with a written apology for taking so
long to return them, -_lnvestigator‘s Note: In her complaint, Baldwin 'ident'iﬁed_”the.young man who
approached her about the ballots as “Josh.” During an interview on 11/15/2016, Baldwin admitted that
“Josh* was really Matthew Matthis and that she concealed his identity in her complaint to protect him
from getting into any trouble. Baldwin provided the original apology note she receivedfrom “losh™ to
investigators. The note was unsigned.

Matthis stated that a few weeks after meeting with-Baldwin, Dewless telephonically contacted Matthis
on Matthis” cellphone number, which.isjj | Bl to inform Matthisand Croom that he (Dowless)
had received atelephonic inquiry from investigators with the State Board of Elections (SBE) in Raleigh,
NC. Dowless told Matthis and Croom that the investigators were asking questions about Baldwin’s
-absentee request and ballots based upon a complaint that Baldwin had made. A review of Baldwin’s
paperwork showed Croom-and Matthis were witnesses t¢ Baldwin’s absentee ballot and the
investigators had connected Croom te Dowless. According to Matthis, Dowless was calling to warn:
them that an “investigation was coming.” DOW{'e‘ss'ins‘trl’ilctevd’Croom and Matthisto meet him'in person
at his office in Dublin, At that meeting, Dowless iristructed them asto what they should say to the
investigators. Matthis offered information to Dowless that Baldwin may have sigried and voted her
soft’s ballots. Dowless used that information to construct a story that Matthis had brought the ballots to
hifm'in order to show him the wrongdoing by Baldwin and that Croom-and Matthis had seen that
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violation occur. Dowless further instructed Matthis totell the SBE investigators that as soon as Dowless
was informed of what Baidwin had done, he told Croom and Matthis to get the ballots back to Baldwin
because he did not:want anything to do with them. He'ended the conversation by telling Croom and
Matthis, “If you say that you'll be alright” and that they needed te “remember what tosay.”

fInvestigator's Note: Matthis stated that it was fairly: common for Dowless to avoid having telephone
conversations in favor of meeting in person, possibly out of concern that he would be recorded.
Matthis and Croom had no other way of knowing that SBE investigators had telephonicaily contacted
Dowless other than learning of that contact from Dowless. Interestingly, in that conversation with SBE
investigators, Dowless was asked for a contact number for Croom. He responded that he-did not have a
number on hand but would try to find Croom’s number to give to Investigator Marshall Tutor. Dowless
re-contacted Investigator Tutor over the following days to tell him he was still looking for the number
far Croom. The number that Dowless used to contact Croom and Matthis_ was well
known to Dowless and was used by Dowless each time he contacted Croom and Matthis. That number
corresponds 1o a cellphene that Matthis and Croem share and which belongs to and is paid for by

‘Matthis’ mother, Georgie McCoy, _ Dowless never provided any contact numberto

Investigator Tutor. Itisalso significant that during his protest hearing before the SBE Board on
December 3; 2016, Dowless minimized Matthis’ role, insisting that Croom was the person who worked
for him, and he stated that he did not know who “Josh” was in reference to Baldwin’s complaint.]

Matthis and Croom both advised that Dowless’ story was completely false. They had not singled out
Baldwin’s ballots to show Dowless any wrongdaing, but rather had delivered the ballots to him in a stack

of approximately 20 others. The only thing unique about that delivery at that time was that since

Baldwin had asked to mail her ballots herself, Matthis and Croom needed Dowless to give Baldwin’s
back after he counted all of the ballots and gave them credit for what they delivered.

Matthis recalied that Dowless told him he attended meetings with others involved in Patriots for
Progress. On-one occasion when Matthis and Croom were at Dowless’ office, Dowless introduced them
to a'white, female individual who he stated was the “head” of Patriots for Progress. Matthis and Croom
described her as being approximately 5’5” tall, slender, with long dark figir. Dowless commented that
she was there to “take care of stats.”

Matthis advised that Dowless would typically contact Croom and Matthis by cellphone. He never used

‘voice mail, which Matthis does not have activated on his phene. Dowless would use text messaging,

and Matthis stated he had saved several-of Dowless’ text messages on his phone. Dowless’ celiphone
number was I On< of the messages from Dowless that Matthis saved was a message sent
by Dowless on 08/15/2016, in which Dowless asked Croomi-and Mathis to go te an address where the
voters had been contacted by “Kefly” and pick up their ballots. The address they were being sentto was
90 Pearl Lioyd Road in White Oak, NC.. Croom and Matthis opted not to go there because they did not
know the people who lived there and they felt it might not be safe. Croom and Mathis described “Kelly”
as a white, female, slender build, who is approximately 5’8" tall.

Matthis and Croom advised that they regretted their conduct in relation to the Register baltots, but
offered that they were not trying to steal the Register’s votes, but rather they wanted to add their
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ballots to the stack to get paid. Each provided a signed statement concerning their involvement with
Dowless. They advised thatthey were would cooperate with the investigators and make a-telephone
call to Dowless if asked to da so.

During the afternoon of 11/16/2016, Matthis advised the investigators that he had received somecalls
from Dowless” number on his cellphione. As previously stated, Matthis does not have voice mail set.up
on his phone and Dowless could not leave a message.

On 11/16/2016, in the presence of the investigating officials Matthis returned Dowless’ call. The return
call was recorded by investigators. In the call, Dowless appeared to be very cautious and when asked by
Matthis why he had-calied, did not seem to have a reason. During the call, Matthis-told Dowless that he
had received a-call from an unknown “919” number. Dowless immediately suggested that it was
probably the SBE investigators who had previously called Dowless. Dowless went ori to repeat the story
concerning Baldwin that he had previously provided to Croom and Matthis and when asked by Matthis
as to what he should say abotit the othér ballots he stated he did not know what Matthis was talking
about. Dowless continually steered the conversation back ta the Baldwin complaint and repeated
several times that the only service Dowless paid Croom and Mathis for was “for the request farms.” It
'was noted that Dowless claimed to have reported his knowledge of Baldwin’s actions to Cynthia Shaw at
the Bladen County Board of Elections after _E'earning about them from Matthis. Dowless-also admitted
that he received a call from SBE investigators asking about Croom and telling him that they “wanted 10
speaktalk to Caitlyn.” Dowless stated that he, Croom, and Matthis had not done:anything wrong.and
there was ‘-*nothin"g going on.” When pushed by Matthis regarding the other ballots he and Croom
brought to Dowless, he abruptly ended the call by saying he had a call coming.in.

Following the above call, Matthis:and Croom were asked to commient on what Dowless had said and
summarize their dealings with Dowless. Croom stated that Dowless assertion that he paid them an
“average of $20.00 per day” was incorrect since they wauld bring'him at least two “batches” of request
forms and/or ballots per week. Matthis added that they brought in at least $300.00 a week. Croom
stated that Dowless did not provide her with recetpts until after the Baldwin complaint had surfaced and
that the receipts did not reflectthe true amounts that Dowiess had paid. -

Concerning wrongdoing by Baldwin, Matthis stated he is 100% certain that Baldwin signed the request
forms for herfamily members by signing their names on the form. He recalled telling her that she could
sign for them using her own name:on the right side of the request form. However, Baldwin stated she
could sign their names and that Matthis should just turn his head away while she did'so. [Investigator’s
Note: Baldwin never sent the absentee ballots for Herself and her family into the BOE.]

Matthis and Croom stated that the wrongdoing by Baldwin was not the reason they originally brought
her ballots to Dowless.and that Dowless had no knowledge of any wrongdoing until Matthis informed
him subsequent to Baldwin filing her complaint-with the Bladen County BOE.. Matthis and Croom stated
that Dowless knew that he was paying both of them to bring ballots to‘him as-proofthat the voter had
followed thro'ugh with the absentee ballot request.



Exhibit 2.2.2.1 98 of 278

The above referenced signed statements from Matthis and Croom are-attached and made a part hereto,.
as is.a copy of the sample ballot given to Matthis by Dowless.

2016-141/Active
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Official Baliot
Bladen County, North Carolina
November 8, 2016

G004

A. With the marking device

name on the Write-in line.

BALLOT MARKING INSTRUCTIONS:

provided or a black ball poirt pen; completely fill ih the oval
to the left of each candidate or selection of your-choice as shown, .
B. Wheare authorized, you may write ina candidate by filling in the oval and writing the

I,

C. If you tear, deface. or wrongly mark this baliot, return it to request a replacement.

"ARTISAN O NC Attorney General NG Treasurer
(You may vate _for'ONE)_l kS (You may votg for ONE)
President and Vice President | <>  Buck Newton <> Dale R. Folwell
of the United States g g vy | Fepublioen
: . Democrat Demograt e
@ Donald J. Trump T T NC State Senate
Michael R, Pence : (vouﬁg.ﬁé'tg"fingE}- . Disttict8 .-
Republican TR (Youmay vote for ONEj . ~ -
<= Hillary Clinton ¢  Chuck Stuber <> Bill Rabon
-Ti.m- Kaine Rapublean F{epubllcan_'
Demograt < E_e’r_h- A, Wood: - NC House of Representatives
5 J h | . emonrat . Dlstrlct22 N
= Wailrl?’ar: vﬁgn NC Commisstoner of Agriculture (You may vete for ONE) -
Libertarian {You may vote for ONE} > Willlam Brissen
| s o . Bamoorat
Cominy <> Steve Troxlet Board of Commissioners.
‘Nirifa-in Republican _ _ _,_:'-_Gdu'mym-de
US Senate gz Mate oml ) 2 SOy gle T ONE)
{You may vote for ONE} _ ' T =i Rav Britt
- NC Commissioner of Insurance. & Febigan
< Richard Burt (You may vote for ONE) | ¢ David Gooden
Republican ) ' ' Hapubliq&n; '
<> Deborah K. Ross <> Mike Caussy <> Pamela Benton -
Demaosrat Repubilcan Damocrat
<> Sean Haugh > Wayne Goodwin > G, Michael Cogdell
___Libartarlan : Demograt Daniocrat
H tati ' James G. {Jimmia) Smith
US Houss of Representetives | \G Commissionerof Labor | > ames, & (mmie) Smith
(You may voto for ONE} [ausgsoEicrOnz) <> Randy Crow
¢ Robert Pittenger ¢ Cherie Beny . .Board of Commissionars
Republican Hapubﬂcaﬁ 5, L':llz"l"Di'Stt'fét'T.- o w e i
« Chrlstian Cano > Charles Meeker {¥oui may vole for ONE) i
Democrat : Damocrat e o
. - Ophelia Munn-Goins
NC (.-}cmnernc:_rN NV fe? Dfmbcr'at e
{You may vole for ONE) _ Banrd of BEdirsating
. e e O NC Secretary of State. Board of _E::f_u_catmn
e TR S (You fnay vote forONE} District 1
a=» Pat McCrory Ry {You may vote for ONE)
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. NCSBE Report of Investigation

Case Number: 2016-141

tnvestigator{s): Joan Fleming/Marshall Tutor

Document: Supplement to interview of Caitlyn Croom and Matihew Matthis, 11/16/2016
County{s): Bladen County

Subject(s}: Patriots for Progress iE PAC
Possible Absenteg Rallot Fraud —11/08/2016 General Election;

On 11/16/2016, Caitlyn Croom DOB [JJ/2996, and Matthew Matthis, DOB [}/ 1294, residingat
I << interviewed by NCSBE Investigators Joan
Fleming and Marshall Tutor concerning an election investigation. {Full text of that interview is contained
in a separate -report.-}_

As a result of the information Matthis provided in the above referenced interview, Matthis provided
access to his and Croom’s shared callphone. Hedisplayed text-messages residing on his celiphone:
associated with McCrae Dowless and Michael Register which he stated were associated with his work:
for Dowless in soficiting absentee voters.

The writer took photographs of the'text messages dis_p!'aved , copies of which are attached to this report.
The original photographs are maintained in the case file.

2016-141/Active
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Fleming, Joan

From: Cyrnithia Shaw <elections@bladenco.org>

Sent: Thursday, November 17,2016 304 PM

To: Flemming, Joan

Subject: FW: Election Protest

Attachments; ElactionProtestForm: Bladen Co Soil Water - Signed Amdtpdf

Peryour reguest !

From: Steve Roberts [maiito;sroberts@hvjt.law]
Sent: Thursday, November 17,2016 9:04.AM
To: elections@hbladenco.org

Subject: Election Protest

Attni: Director Cynthia Shaw —
Please find attached an amendrnent to the election protest filed with your sffice concerning the General Election held in

Bladen County, North Carolina on Novémber 8, 2016 The améndmént corrects the protestor’s name and adds in the.
forensic document analysis previously submitted with your office.

Sincerely, Steve Roberts:

Steve Roberts
sroberts@ hvit.law

Holtzman Vogel Josefiok Torchinsiy PLLC
45 Noith Hill Drive, Suite 100
Warrenton, VA 20186

C: 202.294:1613

0+ 540.341.8808

F: 540.341.8809

Admitted in Virginio ondl D.C

PRIVILEGED ANDY E:OI\;FIDENTIAL _

This commupication and dny’ acccmpany:ng decumenits zfa confidential and prvieged. They are intendzd for tha'sole usé of the- adaressee it yoi
receiva this ransmission in eitor, You are acvised thatany disclosure, capying. di stiBution, ortha ;akmg oF any- action in reliance upen this cornmumcation
is stictly prohibited. Moreower, any such distiosure shal not compromise or walve the awerney-dient. dccountant-client, or other privileges as @ this
communication arotherwise, [f you have recaived this communication in.error, please contact iz ai the above emaii address, Thank you,

DISCLAIMER

Any accounting, business Of 1k advice comained it this communication; including attachrnents and epdostres, is notintendad as a thorpbigh, in-depth
analysrs of speciiic Issues, nor a substite for a-fmal apnion; noi igit sufficient to avold tax-relaled penaltiés, [ desired, Hal kzman Vogel Jossfiak, PLLC
‘would ba pléased to perform the requisite reiearch.and provide yal wih 2 detatled writte i analysis. Suchanengagementmay: betha subject of a separdte
engagement tettar that would define the scope and Imits of the desired constiltation services.

Purswant to North Carolina General Statutés Chapter 132, Public' Records, this electronic mail message and dxy

1



i

attachments hereto, as well as aﬂy-electmrﬁ Xltill Qe!;sage(g Lgt-rlay be sent 1n re's‘plnle_40 Qina?%S

considered public record and as such are subject to request and review by third parties.

)
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ELECTION PROTEST _
Use of this form isrequired by G.3: 163-182.%{c)

This form must be filed with the county board of slections within the timeframes- set out in G.S. 163-182:9

-{b)(4) Please print or type your answers. Feel free 1o use and attach addirional sheets if needet to fully answer the

questions below. You may also attach rélevant éxhibits and documents. Please number the pages'of such additional
sheets and attachments.

1. Full name and mailing address-of person filing the protest.
Lestie McCrae Dowless Jr.

P.0. Box 253
Elizabethtown, NC 28337

2. Home and business phone numbér, fax number, and e=mail address..

Home/Business Phone: 910-885-1121
Email: Mcorae Dowless@mail.com

£

3. Are vou either a candidate or registered vorer eligible to vote in the protested election?
If 2 candidate, for what office? '

Registered voter eligible to vote in this election in Bladen County.

Candidate for Sgil and Water Consérvation District Supervisor:

4. List the date, location, and exact nature of the election prowesied. Name. al candidates in the election and the.
number of votes each received. Mote the winning candidate(s) elecied or nominated.

‘November &, 2016, Bladen County, Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor.
Candidateés: Mc(.rae Dowless (Winner}, 7,744 votes; Write- In Candidates including Frankiin Graham, 3,743 votes.

additionally, all other candidates on the bailer inthis November 8 2018 Genera! Election i n Bidclen County.

5. Does this protest involve an alleged error in: vote count or tabulation? [fse, please explain in detail.

‘Ng.

6. Dogs this protest invalve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above? If so, please give a

detailed dcscr:ptlon of stich misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such actin.

Yes. The voters of Blader’ County, qut_h Carolina, appear to be the victims of a massive scheme to ron-an absemes
hallot mill involving hundreds of batlots, perpetrated by and throngh the Bladen County Improvement Association
PAC.

Lipoit in-person visual review of mail-in absentee bailots by a forensic handwriting expert, it appears that literally
hundreds of fraudulent ballots were cast. These ballots all dppear to have been cast in support of aticket-of
candidates, but in'particular fora write-in candidate for the Bladen County $oil and Water Conservation District
Supervisgr. Despits the unusiially Jarge numberof ballots cast for a particular write-in candidate named Franklin
Gratiam, it appeats that out of the hundreds of ballots reviewsd that voted for Mr. Graham, the handwriting 6n
hundreds of those ballots matches onily abouta dozen handwiriting styles..
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In particular, one very-active absentee ballot “witness;” Deborah Monroe, who Wwas apparently personally validating
validated at least 67 mail-in absentee ballots, appéars to have written in “Franklin Graham” as 2 write-in candidate at
teast 71 times, In further shocking evidence of this scheme, the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC filed
reports. with the North Carolina State Board of Elections admitting they that it paid Ms: Monroe multiple payments
totaling $550 for “G.0.T.V." See Atiachment at 8, 23,47.

Other payments which are disclosed on Bladen County-Imiprovément Association PAC contribution reports include
the following:

Mary Johnson, witnéss for 74 ballots, $450;

Lola:Wooten, witness for 58 ballots; $500;

Deborat Cogdelt, witriess for 45 ballots (including both witnésses on 1 ballot), $300; and
Bridgette Keaton, witness for 16 ballots, $630.

While the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC has many funders, its single largest funder is the North
Carolina Dernocratic Party, supporting the organization with:a $2;300 contribution. See Attachment at 7. Not only
was the Democratic Party itself an active supporter of this organization, a number of Democratic campaigns for
North Carolina state ofﬁf:_e made financial contributions. to the PAC. These include the Michael Motgan Cominitice
contributing $1,500, backing the recently-¢lected Democrar North Carolina Supreme Cotrt Justice; the Comimittee

-to Elect Dan Blue [11 contrtbiting $1,000, backing the unsnccessful Democratic norinee. for Norih Carolina

Tréasurer; the Committee 1o Elect Robert Wilson contributing $1,000, backing the unsuccessful candidate for the
Democratic nomination for Lieutenant Governor, and the Committee to Elect Judge Vince Rozier, contributing

$250, backing the unsuccessful Democratic nominee for North Carotina Court of Appeals.

Several other batches of mail-in absentee ballots of between 5.and 15 have handwriting samples that appear to
match..

These are not simply helpful individuals who have attempted to assist a large swath of Bladen County’s.voters to
cast their bailots. This is the shocking evidence fesulting from a blatant stheme to try'to impact the voting resuits of
an entire county and pérhaps even sway statewide and federal elections. This is clear from the fact that only a very.
few of the voter assistance sections of these mailed-in absentee ballots have been completed; despite being
compieted by Jjusta few inidividuals.

Therefore, it appears that a surprisingly small number of individuals were responsible for casting a very large
nymb_ﬁ:r of ballots. Few of these ballots were properly indicated as having been completed with assistance by a-third
party. )

I will.aiso be submitting a report from a Forensic. Document Examiner that details ruch of the haridwriting analysis
outline above. That:will be submitied under séparate cover as soon as. the report is.completed,

7. Please set out all élection laws or ségulations: that you allege were violaied in your responses to 5 or 6
above. Staie how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who
you allege commited such violations.

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(2)(1),
NIC. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(2)(2)
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-2263(2)(3)
N.C. Gen. Stat. §.163-226 3(a)(7)
N.C, Gen. Stat. § 163-237 :
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-275(4)
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Additionally, the perpetrators vielated numerous federal laws deabing with the open and fair conduct of elections,
ipcluding I8 U.S.C. § 1341 asde‘?ned by I3US.C. § 1346,

8. Pleass provide the names, addresses, and phope:nwrbers of any witnessss to any misconduct alleged. by you in

‘this protest, and:specify what each witness Hstedsaw or knows.

James Brian Hehl, Bladen County Board of Elechons
301 5 Sypress-St
Elizabethtown, NC 28337

GI16-862-6951

Derails described in the Attachment to this Protestat L.

Jerol Kivet

PO Box 550 _

Clinton NC 28329

Pergonally viewed sample of the mail-in absentee baliots and can comoborate their authemicity 2nd details regarding -
thereview of thase ballots. ’

Cherlotie Ware

2161 Bouthddge Diive

Belmont, NC 28012

70A-350-75392 ) .

Evaluated a sample of the mail-in absentee ballots, with a fill] report to follow this complaint.

9, ‘What action d0.you desire the.co unty beard of elections to take in thismatter?

The Bladen Cownty Board.of Elections, must invalidete all 'baﬂd}:'s for any office wharsoever decmed to be
frandulently prepared and cast ds described herein. ln particular, any of the mail-in absentée ballots which havebeen
traced to'this fratidulent scheme must be immédiaiely mvalidated zs they are notable 1o be cured,

H. Bo you conrend the allegations set out by you are sufficient-to have affected or cest dovbi upon the results ofibe
protested election? If your answer is yes, please stafe the factnal basis for your opinion.

Yes. The described dllcgations clearly demonstrate 2 patern of Fraudulent ballots cast for the election held .on
MNovember 8, 2016 in Bladen County. The fraud appears to have bean mtended to nflience, 1 i part, the outcome of
the Soil- and Weter Conservation District Supsrvisor’s race, However a ballot deemed frandulent rouge samlarly not
be cotlmed forany office voted,

1. Have you read and reviewed the Notth _C:arol_in_a law periaining o election protests as ser out in G.3. 163-182.9
thropgh (3.5, 183-182:14 and cumrent Morth Carolina State Doard of Elections rogulations pataining 1o-¢lectidn
protests? '

Yes.

12. Eow many pages of additinng) answerare artiched o this prowest? 0
How many pages of attachmenis, are attached? 49

Sigmature of Protestor

by

lmz;(_gme /D“f‘f"g'ﬁ @t lpnss ot
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DateTime Filed with County Board

e A,

{to be filled out by the county board)

NOTE: The county board mast providé the Stata Board with a tomplete copy of 4 filed protest within one business

day after it is filed. In addltlon the county board shall provide a copy of the election audit with this copy of the
“protest

Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Elections, PO
Box.27235, Raleigh, NC 2761 17255, (919) 733-7173.
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Brian Hehl

PO Box 592
Dublin/NC 28332
910-876-1579

7 November 2016

Joan Fleming
NCSBOE

Re: Absentee Ballot Jregularities:

Dear Mrs. Fieming;

At your direction from the previous email in regards t¢ sbsentee ballot irregularities, we
reviewed those ballots and envel opes, and separated them to be photocopied. Due to a possible missed
ballot and or vote, the 2bsentee machine was zeroed and al! absentees from 10-18-16 were processed
throtigh the voting machine again.. While Chairman Ludlum and Secretary Daniel ran the bailots
through, Director Shaw and | séparated out the envelopes Tfor those that had write-in votes. ‘We did this
by matching the ballots from the outstack bint 10 the envelopss, after Ludlum znd Daniels put them
through the machine. We wera in direct view of both operations ¢o thatall members couid tea both
processes for oversight. Buring that separation, there were several handwriting patteris that wére

-overtly simjlar. Furthermare, those handwriting patterns were specific to certain naries on the

envelopes. By the end of the sorTing protess, ] could determine the name on the envelope with a very
high degree of accuracy, just by seeing the handwriting on the bailot. Of these names, two stocd out.
‘Onie is Patricia Cogdell, and the other is Deborah Monree. L.am in no way @ handwriting expert, but
some of the charactersin the handwriting on the ballots appear to be similar in morphology to-her
signature. With Deborsh Monroe; her handwriting has 2 slant that looks to be written left handed. Thie
tops of the letters lean towards the left, while the voters’ signatures generally fean to the right.
However, on the ballcts, the write-in pames lean simitar to Monroe's signatures. After reéviewing those
ballots, | do riot recal] seeing any of them with written docurnentation that they actually assisted the
voters, onlythat they witngssed the voters filling in the ballots: We have not done zny other ballots due
to' the time consuming process.an 1 November, 2016 ‘We, as a board haveagreed to finish the
absantee ballots on Mendayh efore the aléctioh. At that time, we £an, if you wish, Jook at more
envelopes and baliots, but with the pnes found on 1 Novemnber, | belizve thara are an gverwhalming
number of occurrences already, to review and investigate. if you have any gquastions whatsoever, please
feel free to contact mea.

Sincerely:

James Brian Hehi
Member, Bladen County Board of Elections
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Grant R Speny

Charleite W. Ware

Forensie Documént Examiners.
{704)-860- 1932

email: chatolis@ide-speay com

www fie-sperry.com

FORENSIC LABORATORY REPORT

November15, 2016

Roger Knight, P.A.
8510 Six Forks Rd. Ste. 102

-Raleigh, NC 27615

Reguest dated: November 11, 2016
Lab Refefral Number; 161112

RE: Forensic Document Examinations.— on stte; Bladen Counfy Board of Elections-
November14, 2016

EXHIBITS

‘Envelopes  Photocopies of approximately 275 voter envelopes containing voter signafures
.and withess signatures '

Ballots Photocapies of approximately 400 balfots containing write-in candidate by the
name of “Franklin Graham”
PROBLEM

Determine whetherthe “Frankin Graham™ hancwritten/hand printed entries on the ballots
were written by one, or more than ong wriler.

EXAMINATION FINDINGS

The "Franklin Graharn handwriling/hand printing on the various ballols were examined, inter-
-compared and assessedor identification value. Al of the *Franklin Graharm” handwritten
gntries were found to contain writing features znd characteristics of value for identification
purposes, '




S
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LAR REPORT 131112
]

Examinations and znter—comparisc’ms between the ballots were conducted. Some-of the'
“Franklin Graham™writing was in cursive, and some was hand printed.. The purpose of the
forensic-examinations and inter-corparisons was o assess the wiiting features and
characteristics for similar and d istinguishing features which would provide a basis for
determining whether ong, or more than one writer wrote the questioned “Franklin Graharm™
entries.

Comparisons of the writing features and charactenstcs within the “Frankfin Grahani” entries
on the respective ballots revealed distinciive similarfties and distinguishing differences which

provided & basis for the ballots to be associated or grouped by writer.

CONCLUSION

There are indications many of the ‘Franklin Graham’entries were wiitten by the same writer,
Based on the distinctive similar and distinguishing writing features observed in the "Frankiin
Grahart' enfries examined, the ballots were grouped. There are indications the ballots within
each Group referenced below was wriiten by a single writer.

Group 1; 71 ballots
Group 2; 46 baliots
Group 3218 batlots
Group 4: 10 ballots
Group 5: 11 ballots
Group 6. 6 ballots

Group 7.3 ballots

REMARKS

Time constraints, the farge number of exhibits 1o be examined, and:the fact that the ballots
were not originals were limiting factors in the examination. If the baliots were examiined in the:
proper:setiing, with ample ime for examination and lnterwcompansons more-conclusive
fesulis would be possible. Fur’ther provided ample time for more detatled’
pxamina’nonsfr-ompanqons a determlnatlon as fo whether the remaining ‘Franklin Graham'
wiritings (ballots) ¢an be associated with existing or additiohal groups wotitd be possible.
Because of the existence of handwrrtten and hand printed ‘Franklin Granam’ entries and the
difficuity of inter-comparisons, itis possible the*Franklin Graham’ entries in one or more
graups may be the product of one wrter.

Corriparablé similar writing characteristics were noted between the writings within Group 1
and the ‘witniess’ Deborah Mcnroe hand printed enfries on the respective envelapes.
Further examination of these documents would result in a more definitive finding.
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LAB REPORT 181112
1]

Examinations of the remaining ‘witness’ related writings were not conducted due totime

‘constraints.

EVIDENCE DISPOSITION

All photocopied hallots and ehvelopes were retained by the Bladen County Board of
Elections. No photographs were allowed to-be taken and photocopies were not allowed o be
made of the ballots.

Redgsons and Bases

The referenced examinations and comparisons were conducted (tilizing published standard
methadologies as prescribed by ASTM International Standard £-2290 (or other} and by the
Scientific Working Group for Forensic Document Examination (SWGDOC).

The conclusions staled above generafly adhere to published standard terminology as
prescribed by ASTM International Standard £-1658 and by the SWGDOC standard entiled
‘Standard Terminology for Expressing Conclusions of Forensic Document Examiners.’

Chardglie W. Ware
Forensic Decument Exarminer
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Cynthia Shaw

From: ' Cynthia Shaw <dlections@bladenco.org>

Sant: Friday, November 18, 2016 441 P

To: 'Lawson, Joshua'; 'Strach, Kim'; ‘Fleming, Joar; ‘marshalltutor@ncmail.net
Subject: - FW: Supplement to L. McCraz Dowless protest

Attachments: HeatherRegisterpdf ' )

Please add to MtCrae Dowless Protest in Bladen County. Just gotit
Cynthia P, Shaw '

Director

Bladen County Director

From: Gabriela Fallon [malltorgfallon@hvit faw}

Sentr Friday, November:18, 2016 4:24 M

To: elections@bladence.org

Subject: Supplement to L, McCrae Dowless protest

Good afterngon,:

Attached is an aifidavit from Heather Register, a registered voter in Bladen County. Please accept the affidavit as a supplement to
the protest filed by.Leslie McCrae Dewless earlier this week.

Besi regards,

éaby Fallon
Gabriela Fallon
giallon @In_',r'{. ferye

Holtzman Vogel Josefiak Torchinsky PLLC

PRIVILEGED ANR GONFIDENTIAL _ . _ )

This .communication and any dccompanying documents are conflidantial and privieged. Théy are inlended for s 'sole.usd of The addressee: i you receive this
transeiission in ersor, . you we advised thal any disclostre, copying, disfibution, or the laking of ‘amy action In refianice wpon this Communication s striclly
prehiftited, Moreovei; any such diséiisure shell notcompromise o waive thezitomey-clieit, aciguntant-6lars, or other pivileges as (o Wis-communication or ctherrase, iF

you have received \his commiiication in airor, Pleass contact me atthe abovre emil 2diress. Thankyow.

DISCLAIMER

Any accounting, business or tax.advice Containgd in this communication, ciuding altachments and enclosures, is notintended as athorough, in-depl analysis of shechic
fssuss, rior & substitula for a formal ppinian, nor is # sufflcient to aveis lac-rglated penallies] Hdesired, Holtzmoan Viogel Josefiak, PLLC voould be pleased to perform the.
Tequisie résearch and provide yourwih a detafled writen anslysis, :Suchan sngagement may be the sutjectof a separale engagemient letief that would deline the scope

and limfks.of e desired consuitation sanvices.
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Cynthia Shaw- g hﬁQﬁL’wM { /? f% Aa g/_Jc/

Fram; Gabriela Fallon <gfallon@hvitlew:

Sent; Friday, November 18, 2016 424 PM

To: elector@BRIER T A —————
Subject:. , Supplement to L McCrae Dowless protest
Attachiments: Heather.Registerpdf

Good aftemopn,.

Attachied Is an affidavit frofn Hiather Register, a registered voler it Bladen County. Please accept the a'fﬂdawl as asu pplemenL 10
the pro“e_r.t filed ij Leslle McCrae Dowless earller this week.

Bast regards, .

Gaby Fallon

Gabriela Fallon

glallon@hyjtiaw ' : _ ..

Holtzman Vogel Josefiak Torchinsky PLLG

PRIVI.LEGEDAND CON:“IDENBAL

This commuication -and any accompanying decuments. are confidential and privieged.  They are inended. for the sole use of the addrestea. ~If jou receive tis
transmission 0 emor, you ‘are athised thal any. disciSsure, copying, distibution, or thelaking of any dcfion’in rellance upon thls communication is sticlly
prohibited, - Koreaver, any such disclostire shall nol comprormise o waive the atomeéy-clent, acccumant-ohen{ oraiher piivilegas as b this commumicalion orothenviss, il
you have received This communication in eridn please contact me atthe above- ema! address. 'ﬁ‘-ank yOuL

DISCLAIMER:

Anyacconrmng, business or fax advice contalned in this communication, inchiding attachments and enclostres, is not imended a5 & harcugh, in-depty anakysts vf specific
isshies; nor a substiiute-fora format opinion, nor s ft suiclert lo'avold tax-related peralties. IF ckssired, Holtunan VogshJosefak; FLLG vould be pleasedto peranm the
recpisite reseaich s provid you with a detaied wiiiteri analysis. Such an engansement may b= the stplect of 2 separatd engagement lener that viculd define the scope
ang linfts of the desired consultaton Services.
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AFWIDAVIT

North Carolina

County of??i OJJ@ )

Hoother Hen

; NS i By , appearing befure theundersigned

 Name of priveived

notary and being duly sworn, says that:

1

Lid

My name js Heather Reglister and Xain g vogisteyed voter fn Bladen Cowry, North

Carolina.

Treside at 1878 Braxion Edge Road, Fayerteville, NC 28312, wiili ray husband,

'_I?imothy'Re_gister, andfm}_-" son, Michael Register.

In approximately late September/early 'Octobeg.m'soﬂ’s-&iend, Caitlyn Croom

arrived at our horde accompaiied by a-ffend named Matthew,

. €aitlyn and Matthew advised my family and me ihat if we filed abisentee request

forms, e would receive absentes ballots int our mail and we conld vote by mail

without having to go to the polls 7o cast onr votes.

Caitlyn and Matihew dlsa mentioned they could receive payment in the amount of
$20 if they secured a cettain nnbber of absentee balforrequest forms from voters;

they did not share information on who would be paying them for this work,

My family and I compléted our abseiitee reiquest forms with Caitlyn and Matthew.

“However, the absentee ballots never drrived at our home.

O November 8,206, Iwentto .my-poil_ing_pTace 1 ¢ast iy voie,



] "““C:_’P“‘.‘
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3. When'I arrived, the poll workers informed me'¥ could not voe because my absentee

baltot Irad already been caston Octobers, 2016,

9. Addi tici'nzilég= the pol workers advised mo that gbsenfee ballols had dlso been

received for my husband and son:

10, Lexplained tha: the absenies ballots aever arrived at our home and we had not

subritted those absentecs cursélyes.

11. T'was told 1 could not vets and was provided fhe sumber for the Bladen County Boad

of Elections.

1. 1 informed the Bladein County Board of Elections of the shsentee ballots that were

subinitted in iy fan Iy’s nama without our k’uov,f'leﬁge.-;or consent

13. Neither myTamily nor [voted provisionally.

r""'""i

e T

& { ggﬁfﬂfﬁgﬂj LOVL_Q—/L,
nf‘m r!\\._‘;r

Sworn to (oraffirmed) and subseribed before me this the 5 oy F Ao embev 2orts

0

(Oﬁicia‘ls'aai)- C/vé/f et /ﬁ e §

Otficiad Sigratere of Notary

Ghatles V. Siska, & : .
e, Chaslos Yr, S elon i, Notary Publis
Crmberland Commty 3.0 | Noptary's privied or tped name
By Cominlssion E‘splrﬁm.r“_.:(_e.{'a"" A 2 )

My conmmission expires: /2~ L= fo
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NCSBE
Case #2016-166
NOVEMBER 2016 GENERAL ELECTION
PROTESTS;
Voter Fraud Allegations/Possible False
Statements to Affect Election Outcome —~
11/08/2016 General Election
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 SHANAHAN LAW GROUE:w:

TOUGH @ SM.&R’I‘ o PROVBN
Decerber2, 2016
Vin Bl
(Foshua Lawson@nsbe.gov)

Joshua Lawson

Cleneral Counsel

Noxth Caroling State Bosrd of Blections
BOBoz27255

Refleigh, North Carolina, 27611

RE:  wreProfest oj;_EZéefz_'on by Lestie McCrae Dovless, Jv., Blades Cownty
Dear Mr. Lawsen, |

I represent the MeCrory Comuteitice with regard fo fhe eleetion protest filed by Leslie
MoCrae Dowless, Ir. 0 Bladen County cancerning possible absentee ballot fiaud (the “Protest™),
Ad 130 pan. yesiarday, December 1, 2016, the Notth Catolina Stale Board of Elections

CNCSBE?) noticod its hearing on the Protest, to ocenr fomorrew, Deceraber 3, 2016, at 1:30 pan,
(ke “Hearing”).

N.C. Gen. Stat. §§ 163-182.10 and 182.11 allows the NCSBE to feceive evidence from,

nter cilf, persons to whorn nofive of the hearing was provided. The MeCrory Committee qualifies-

asz person fo whom aotice of the hearihg was provided, and hereby notifies the NCSBE of its
et to present svidence o the Heming,

- Asyon know, the NCSBE bas decided to hear the Profest on an aceelerated thmeline, only

giying the 48-howr minimum steintory tofice allowed mder the Notth Carolina Opet Meetings:

Actfor the Hearing, Diue fo the eompressed timeling, the nimber of winesses identified in the
Protest (a5 ot ginally filed and amended) abd the Expert Report of Charlotte W, Ware, and the fact
that the NCBEE is iself condicting an investigation info the iSsues raised in the Protest, T expect
that the WOSRE has su sponte soaght o seeme the attendance .of refevant withesses and
documents neckesary for its Full consideration of the Protest on the merits. This inchudes:

s Witnsss subpoenas, or otherwise secmring the attendance of at least the following peaple:

. o Brian Hehl (Member of Bladen Comnty Board of Elections);

o Chatloite Ware (Handsritiog Pxpert who submitied report in comection with the

Protestl;
o Heather Register (Affiant who testified that she requested absentee ballot that she
never received and was voied by someone else);
o Debia Moore {petson who zpparently both signed as 2 witness ané filled out the
T witife-dn pari of absentee ballots);

W’

RivEIGH, NC 27601 www.shanzhan lawgtoup.com RAatEieH, NC 27615
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o Lola Wooten (person who apparently both signed a5 2 witness and Affed aut fie
wiite-in pert of absentes ballofs); o _ )

o Ma_}:y'-_lohnsan (person who apparently both signed a8 a witness and filled ot the
weiie-in pari-of dbssntee bajlotd);

o Aty NCSBE, Bladen Connty Board of Blections, or other state employea fnyolved
gt mvesﬁgatmg the issues raided in the Protest.

» Document subposnas, or otherwise obtaining for consideration as evidenes at the Hearing
_ atJeastthe following: '

o Theredacted copics of tha abgentee ballots at fssue that the Bladen County Board.
of Elections allowed the members of the public to reviesyr;

a The originals of the absentee ballots at issue for the Board to review in caméra;

o The erightal envelopes and redacted copies of the envelopes made available toths .
public for the absentes ballpts at jssuve,

We note that Ms, Ware wes not permitied to duplicats or retain copies of the redacied
ballots or absentse envelopes fhat she was. allowed to reviw and which substaﬁhally form the
basis for her expert report, We also note that Ms. Wate’s time 10 reviewthe eopies of the redacted
ballots and absantes envelopes was limited to a.few hotrs,

' Please confirm whether or niotthe followlng people and docviments will be a%aﬂable at the
Heming toraorrow. In addition, to the exdent that the NCSRE bas not sgbpoenaed or otherwise
secured] the ditendance of the abuve people and docomerits at the hearing, please consider thisas a

“request mnder N.C. Gen. Stak § 163-182.10(c)(1) for a Board Member tv issue sabpoenas. for
‘people and documents:. Ji s the MeCrory Commitiee’s position that securing these documents and

people are necessary for s ability fo be heard at the Hearing.
Singerely.
SHANAHANLAW G’RDUP PLLC
Y
f}' ,/_}:!}’ i

Ji G}m E. Bravch. I[I
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A. Grant Whitney, Jr,, Chairman
Rhonda K. Amoroso, Secretary

James Baker, Member

Maja Kricker, Member

Joshva D. Malcolm, Member

North Carolina State Board of Elections
441 Noxth Harringfon St,

Releigh, North Carolina 27603
elections.shos@nesbe.gov.

Re:  Inre Proresi of Election by Leslie McCrae Dowless Jr.
Dear Members of the North Carolina State Board of Elections:
Ewrite on behalf ef Roy Cooper and the North Carolinia Democratic Party. The purpose of

this letter is to request that the Board take no action with regard to-the Election Protest filed
by Leslie McCrae Dowless Jr, that would dissnfranchise voters who committed no efection

‘law violation, and to coint their votes, at least with régard to elections that are not implicated

in Mr. Dowless’s Protest.

Mr. Dowless’s Protest alleges that individuals assisting voters, rather than the voters
themselves, wrote the name of write-in candidate “Franklin Graham™ on “hundieds™ of
ballots. See Protest § 6. The protest appears to be alieging a violation of N.C. Gen. Stat. §
163-226.3(a)( 1), which makes it a felony “[fJor any person extept the voter’s near relative or

‘the voter’s verifiable legal guardian o assist the voter fo vote an absentee ballot when the

voter is voting an absentee ballot other than under the procedure desceribed in G.S. 163-2272;
provided that if there is not a near relative or legal guardian available to assist the voter, the

'voter may request some other psrson to give assistance,”!

! To the extent Mr. Dowless’s Protest alleges that individuals served as a witiess for m,fnple
absentee baliots, that is not a violation of law; and it.certinly i not & viokation of law by the voter,
‘who would have no regson to know how wany envelopesa pamm.lar individual has signed as a
Wwithess,

78179
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The campaign of former Gov. Pat McCrory spent about $260,000 through a legal defanse
fund after Election Day to challenge ahsentee ballots, vote counting practices and voter
eligibiiity. The total appears in.campaign finance reports filed this month with the State Board
of Elections. McCrory, a Republican, had sought a recount and filed election protests after
election night totals showed him losing by just thousands of votes. Some filings claimed that
ineligible voters had cast ballots, while others claimed absentee ballot and vote counting
irreqularities, but most nearly all the complaints were rejected by the elections board.
Hearings on the protests meant that Democrat Roy Cooper was not formally declared the
winner until early December.

The governor's race "overtime™ -- as McCrory once described it - proved costly for both
campaigns, which repeatedly asked supporters to donate mongy te fund the legal process.
McCrory's-finance report includes a $24,257 bill-from attomey Roger Knight as well as a
$40,000 bill from Shanahan Law Group, which includes attorney John Branch, who
represented the campaign before McCrory appointed him %o chair the State £thics
Commission. The legatl fund also spent $46,563 on payroll expenses for about a-dozen
campaign staffers who remained employad into December, as well as travel expenses for the
staffers who reviewed ballot records in counties across the state looking for evidence of voter
fraud. McCrory had help from the campaigns of U.S. Sen. Richard Burr and U.S. Rep. Richard
Hudson, fellow Republicans who each chippad in'$4,000 to the legal defense fund.

The fegal battle was cost!y for Cooper's campalgn foo, hut it's difficult to Jetermine the exact
cost hecause he did not set up a separata-legal defense fund. His campalgn s final raport Tor
2016 does not include payments to the national law firm of Perkins Coig, which represented
the campaign and the N.C. Democratic Party in -Board of Elections heanngs Kevin Hamulton
and Marc lias - who also represented Rillary Clinton's presidential campaign - helped
Cooper oppose voter fraud allegations. Morgan Jackson, a representative for the Cooper
campaign, said Tuesday that the legal expenses aren't inciuded in the finance report because
the campaign hasn't received the bills yet. Jackson said he expects the "six figure” payments
wilf apoear in the first finance report of 2017, The cost may be split with the N.C. Democratic
Party, he added: Like the McCrory campaign, the Cooper campaign continued to pay a
number of staffers, fundraising consultants and office space rent into December — long after
campaigns would typ:cai y wind down opérgtions. The final campaign finance reports of 2016
also show how costly the race was. McCrory raised a total of $15.8 million dufing 2015 and
2016, while Cooper raised $24.7 million during the same pedod. Those figures don't include

spending by outside groups.(Colin Campbell, THE NEWS & OBSERVER, 1/24/17).
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NORTH CAROLINA ISR IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
N ) ‘ SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
GUILFORD COUNTY = 5.1 Q 17 CVS3273
AR EN e B g S

LOUIS M. BOUVEER, R, KAREN. . . 3}

- )\ UNCONTESTED MOTION FOR
)/ iEavETORIE
Plaintiffs, ) AMENDED COMPLAINT
)

v. )
o )
WHLIAM.CELARK PORTER, TV, )2
)
Defendent. )

NUW C'OME Plaintiffs Lowis M. Bouvier, I, Karen Andrea -Niehans_,_ _and-'Sa'umcI K.
Niehans (‘Tiainﬁﬁs’”},; by and through their Hnde_rsigued coumsel, and move the Court pursuant to
Rule 15 of the North Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure for leave to amend thefr Compleint
(attached hereio as Exhibit A). Pursuant to Local Rule 3.9, counsel for Plaintiffs has .C{)};Lferred
with i)efandan‘f"-s Comsel, who-indicates that he will neither consent o nor“oppofse this Moﬁou,
In support of this Motion, Plaixfiffs siate as follows:

Plaintiffs, a gioup of duly :cg;stcrcd Guilford Cowmaty voters, filed this action aganst
_Deﬁ:r‘ldanz for defamation on February 8§, 2017, confepding. that they wefé ﬁisel_}r actused of
commting felony voter frand i the November 2016 general élecﬁon_ On May 10, 2017,
Defendant filed an Amended Motion to Dismiss which asserted fhat the alleged defamatory
gtaternents W_e.;fe. “i.nade to a quasi;ju&icial' agency ‘or body of ‘:'F:he State” wmd were. thexsfore
“absolutcly privilsged or qualifiedly privileged, baning any claim asserted by 'Pi'aim‘.iifs.-‘”.
(Amended MOL to Dism. at p. 1.} On fme: 7, 2017, this Coulrz.heaxd Defendant’s M'oﬁ::‘)n 10

Dismiss whick was denied by Order entered June 8, 2017, and filed on June 8, 2017. Thereafter,
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Plaintiffs obtained certain written discovery from Defendant and took Defendant’s deposition on

July 24, 2017.

As a resilt of the information obiained from Defendant, Plaintiffs file this Motion for

Leave to Amend in order o file an Amended Complaint which seeks to add ope additional

plaintiff, six addifional defendants and assert one additional claim, i addition to treating the case

as a class action on behalf' of all North Carolina voters falsely accused by defendants. of

committing felony voter frand in connection with the 2016 general ‘election in North Carolina.

Pursvant to Rule 15(a) of the North Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure, “a party may amend His.
pleading only by leave of court ox by written consent of the adverse party; and leave shaﬁ be
freely given when justice s0 reguires.” “[L)Jeave to amend should be freely granted. ihe decision
to allow a motion to amend under Rule 15(2) is directed to the sound discretion of the superior
court and 1s. accorded great deference.” Rone v. Winston-Salem, 207 N.C. App: 618, 624; 701
SE2d284, 289 (2010).

| Plaintiffs seek to.add six additional Defendauts tﬁ:ou’,’gh their Amended Complaini:
Holtzman Voéel Josefiak Torchinsky, PLLC (;’-"I'ifolz:rﬁlan Vigel™), Steven Roberts, Erin Clark,
Gabriella Fallon, Steven Saxe, and the Pat McCrory Comumities Lég_al Defense Fund. Based on
information obtained through disca‘vej:y, Plamitiffs believe that these enﬁ_ttes and individuals were
responsible for facifitating a statewide scheme to mvalidate the results of the 2016 Gubematorial
Election, and maliciously or recklessly defamed voters across the sfate to :;cxchicve that end.
Plainfiffs therefore additionally seek to assert an additional based on the relationships uncovered

in the discovery process. Plaintiffs seek to-add a claim for civil ‘conspuracy against all original

apd new-Defendanis 1o establish that each is joinfly and severally liable for the harms that

resulted to Plainiiffs from the publication of defamatory information The information obtained
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in discovery have led Plaintiffs to believe’ that both the original Defendant and propesed
additional Defendants were -part‘ of a scheme that resulted in the defamation of numerous voters
all across the state of North Carolina, such that i would be i;npracﬁcable.to_j'oin each ndividual
V.O'm as a Plaintiff in this action. For this reason, Plainfiffs seek to join only one addifiopal
named Plaintiff and to, together with these addifional named Plaintiffs, act as zepresentatives for
all snilarly situated individuals in the state.

Though “the bUIfisn is wpon the opposing party fo-establish that that party would be
prejudiced by the amm&m@g” Miumay v. Morris, 316 N.C. 67, 72; 340 S.E2d 397, 400 (1983),

it is apparent that no such prejudics exists here.  Plaintiffs motion is timely, as the statute of

. Liftations. for the undexlying daim of defamation has not yet rm and Plaintiffs move to Sle their

Amended Complaint n the eatliest possible stage of this litigation, as the Information.
necessitating amendment was only recently ascertained, and no trial date has yet been set
Therefore, no undue delay or prej_udic_e will result should this Court -allow Plaintiffs leave to
amend Additionally, granting fhis Motion would be in the nterest of justics, allowing Plainiffs
to hold accountable 2l individuals and entities responsible for the harms that they have suffered.

Further, alowing Plaintiffs to amend fheir Coroplaint would “promote[] judicial economy by

‘avoiding the necessity for separate trials or for plaintiffs to file first a separate cornplaint-and then

a mofion 1o Join the two.> Id

For the foregoing reasons, and for such other reasons as roay appear of record, Plaiotiffs

pray this Court grant their Motion for Leave to Amend Complaint and that they be permitted fo-

file the proposed Amgnded Complaint attached hereto as Exhibit A
This the™ /day of Octobez, 2017.
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OF COUNSEL:

" Anita S. Barls, N.C. Bar #15597

Allison 3. Riggs, N.C, Bar #40028
Southem Coalttion for Social Fustice
1415 Highway 54, Swite 161
* Duthamn, NC 27707
Amtai@sontherncoalifion.org
Allison(@southerncoalifion.org

Attorneys for Plamriffs
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WOMBYE L CARGYLE SANDRIDGE & RICE,

a Limjfed ﬂ/]}»f’aﬁrzershp
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/Ripley Rand’

555 Fayetteville Streef, Suite 1100
Raleigh, North Carolina 27601
Telephone: (919) 7552135
Facsinule: (919) 755-6067

Email: pmilen@wesr.com

Trend@wesr.com
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

This is to certify that the undersigned has this déte served the forcoomg doctment upon
the atforney lisied below by frst-class lﬂall, posiage prepaid;

Mazshall Horley, Esq.
Marshall Burley, PLLC
Stite 300 Gateway Business Center
2408 Freeman M1l Road
Grreensboro, NC 27406

’
This the

day of October, 2017.

Womﬁ% CARLYLE SANDRIDGE & RICE,
impites Lmbzlny}’mﬁzer:squ

2’ dm/ /’%/’

rassly M.
Ripley Rafd
{535 Fayetfeville Strect, Suite 1100

Raleigh, North Carolina 27601
Telephone: (919) 755-2135
Facsimle: (919) 755-6067
Emal: nmiilen@_gcsr..com_

1rend{@wesr.com

Attorncys for Plaintiffs

185 of 278



Exhibit 2.2.2.1

186 of 278




f"\)
3

NIEHANS, and JOSEPH D. GOLDEN,

Exhibit 2.2.2.1 187 of 278

NORTH CAROLDNVA: IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
- ‘SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
GUILFORD COUNTY 17 CVS:

LOUIS M. BOUVIER, JR., KAREN.
ANDREA NIEHANS, SAMUEL R.

Plaintiffs,

¥, AMENDED COMPLAINT
WILLIAM CLARK PORTER, IV,
HOLTZMAN VOGEL JOSEFIAK.
TORCHINSKY PLLC, STEVE |
ROBERTS, FRIN CLARK,

GABRIELLA FALLON, STEVEN

SAXE, and the PAT MCCRORY
COMMITTERE LEGAL DEFENSE FUND,

Defendants.

L)

Plaintiffs Louis M. Bouvier, Jr., Karén Andrea Niehans, Samuel R. Niehans, and Joseph.
D Galden, by and through their undessigned counsel, complain of Defendants as follows:

SUMMARY OF THE ACTION

1 This is a class action suit for defamation and civil conspiracy brought by a group
of duly registered. North Carolina voters who were falsely accused by Some, if not all,
Defendants, of Hlegal voting dudng the 2016 General Flection. Plauitiffs awe secking, Tn addition
to damages resulting from the defamation, t enjoin Defendants from further interference with
the voting tights of Plaintiffs and other duly registered voters.

7. Plamiff Lowis M. Bouvier, J1., is a resident of Greensboro, North Cargling, and a

registered voter in Guilford County. He is registercd as wnathiliated with any political party and,
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i past election seasons, has voted. in both Republican and Democratic primaries. He'is 74 years
old and has voted in Guitford County since af least as early as 1988.

3.  Plainfiffs Karen Andrea- Nichans 2od Samuel R. Niehans are residents of

Jamestown, North Carolina, and registered voters in Guilford County. They are registered

Democrats who maoved to North Carolina. from Wisconsin 02016 and voted in North Carolina

. for the first time in the 2016 General Election:

4. Plamtff Joseph D. Golden is a resident of s&lrthporf; North Carolina, 2ud a
Tegistered veter in Brunswick County; He is a registered Demeocrat who moved t© North
Carolina from Maryland in 2016 and voted in North Carolina for the first time i the 2016
General Blection.

5; Defendant William Claxk Pozter, IV, 1s, on information and belief] a résident of
Greenshoro, North Carolina. |

6.  Defendant Holtzman Voeel Josefiak Forchinsky PLLC (“Holtzman Vogel™) is a
law fimn organized vmder the laws of Virginia, with offices in Warreﬁton, Virginia, and
Washington, DC

7. Defendant Steve Roberts is an aitomey -employed by Holtznan Vp_'gei and, on
informiation and belief, is a resident of Virgitiza.

8. Defendant Frin Clark is an affomey employed by Holfzman Vogel and, on
inforrpation and belief, isa resident of Virginia ‘.

9 Defendant Gabrielle Fallon is an attormey employed by Holtzrman Vogel and; on
information and belief, 1s a resident of Virginia. .

10.  Defendant Steven Saxe is an attomey '&mpioyed. by Holtzman Vogel and, on

information and belief, is a resident of Virginia

bJ
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1. Defendant the Pat MeCrory Committes Legal Defense Fuud is an exiity fommed

“wder North Carolina election law for the purposes of fimding legal action taken by the then-
-Govemnar, Pat MeCrory, as part of his campaign forre-election in 2016, [ts appointed treasureris

Jon Massachi, who is subject to dutics, responsibilities, penalties, and sanctions established in

Subchapter 'VII, Regulation of Election Campaigns, of Chapter 163 of the North Carolina
Generat S’tamtes.-

JURISDICTION AND VENUE,

12, This is a class action for defamation and civil conspiracy wnder North Carolina

lavw. This Court has jutisdiction over Plaintiffs and Defendants pursuant to N.C. Gen. Siat § 1-

754: All Plaintiffs are natwral persons domiciled in North Carclina, Defendant Porter is.2 natural

pemon domiciled tn North Carolina, Defendant the Pat MoCrory Commitice Legal Defense Fund

13 ozganized under North Carolina election law and iis officers are damiciled in North Carolina,

and. Defendants Holizman 'Voge]; Robe.rt's_,'ClaJ:k:,_- Fallon, and Saxe are engaged in subsfantisl
activity within Noxth Caroling. Furthermoie, the. cleims arise .out-of acts that ocenmred within
North Carolina. The amaount in controversy is In exeess of $25,000 under N.C. Gen. Stat. § TA-
243,

13, Venueis proper in this Connty imdey N.C.G 8. § 1-22.

A.  The 2016 General Elertion

14, The 2016 General Election took place on Novemnber 8, 2016.. In fhe weeks prior '
to November 8, 2016, for the 17-day period beginning Ociober 19 and ending on Novernber 5,

2016, voters weze able to cast their ballots early using one-sfop absentee voling.
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15.  Each of the Guilford County Plamntiffs in this case took a&vantage of one-stop
absentee voting and voted 1 the 2016 General Election prior to Election Day.

16.  Plaintiff Golden Hkewise took advantage of ome-siop a=bsemtes voting in

 Brunswick County and voted i the 2016 Gexicral Election prior to Election Day.

B.  Yhe Defendants Libel The Plaintifis

17.  After Election Day, oo November 7, 2016, in the wake of a close mace for
govemmor, then-Govemor Pat MeCrory ‘trailed now-Governdr Roy Codper by approximately
5,000 votes. Then~Govemor McCrory refused t6 concede the election.

18.  Omn or abont November 9, 2016, papetwork was filed with the North Catolina

State Board of Flections to créate the Pat McCrory Committee Legal Defense Fund.

19.  The law firrd of Holizman Vogel was Hired as legal counsel to the Pat'McCrorj
Cominjttes Legal Defense Fund.,

20, In the days and weeles after Fleetion 'Day; election protests were filed n excess.of
50 of North Carolina’s 100 counties, each aileg.ing-_iba’c registered voters had commtted felony
voler frand when voting while ineligihle to vote. These accusatiops included ones of double
voting, voting while. ineligible becanse of a felony convicton, and voiing in the name of dead
voters. Double voting, voting while ineiig_ible;because:of a felony conviction, and voting in the
name of dead. voters are all _.prohﬂiii'ted by N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-275, zand such conduct is
punishable asa felony under Norfh Carolina Iaw.

23, Aﬁomeys with the Holtzman Viogel faw L, m representing the Pat MeCrory.
Committee Legal Defense Fumd, arranged for individuals to file those election protests o ach of

those conmties i which an election profest was filed.
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22, OnNovember 17; 2016, Defendant Porter filed two &o@enm ‘with the Ginlford
County Boatd of Elestions which are at issue here. Roth documents-were filed on a form styled
“Election Protest.” On each form, Defendant is listed as the “person fling the protest” and both
forms state that he isz “Iregistered voter” eligible to vote in the protested election. Both forms
also list Defendant as the-sole witness “to any misconduct alleged by you in this 'pr_otest;”

23.  Both fomns answer “[yjes” to the question “fh]ave you read and reviewed the
North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out in G.S. 163-182.9 through G.S. 163-
1-82:14_ and current North Carolina State Board of Elections regulations pertaining to- election
protests” Both forms, in a Ine deRignated “Signatire of Protester,” also contain a signature of
“Williara Porier” with the added words “authorized by"fsé:-.” Upon information and belief, “spr>
is Defendant Steve Roberis.

24.  Inone of the “Elections Profests,” it stetes that:

Upon review of early-w;ﬁng fites from ofher states, it appears that nin_e (9)

mdividuals cast bailots in botk North Carolina and ansther state. Casting a ballot

In more then one-state is.a clear violation of Noxth Carclina and federal elections

laws.

The fore .:does not state the sowrce of the “eatly voting files from other stafes.”

25.. That same form goes on to state that “{Ijn violation-of the statutes provided for
above, Tnvalid ballots ‘were cast by the following persons known fo have voted in multiple
states” Among nine voters alleged to have votes in multiple states are Plaintiffs Bouvier and
M. atd Ms. Niehanis ‘whe ace isted 1 the document fled by both name and street addiess.

26, Contrary to Thf;‘-'allegaﬁODS: tirade b;f'--Defendaﬁt Porter in his first “Election
Protest,” Plaintiffs Bouvier and Mr. and Ms. Nichans voted only in North Carolina during the

2016 General Election and did not vote in any other state.
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27.  OnNovember 17, 2016, Defendant Erin Clark, employed by the Holtzinan Vogel
Jaw i, filed another document with ﬁia"Bﬁmb““ddi County Board of Elections which is-also at
issue here. _T.hep- ioc*uxﬁant was likewise o a form styled “Election Protest” On each form, Joe
Agovino is listed as the “person filing the profest and both forms state that he s a “[Fegistered
voter™ eligible to vote in the protested election. The form also states that M. Agovino is the sole
witness “to any mistonduct alleged by you inthis protest.”

28 On the submitted form, the protestor agaim answered “fyles® 1o the question

“Ihlave you read and reviewed the North Carolina law pertaming to election protests as.set out in

(.8, 163-1829 through G.S. 163-182.14 and cuwrent North Caroling State Board of Elections
regulations pertaining to election protests.” Mi. Agovino signed the form, but it was submitisd

to the Brmswick County Roard of Elections on his bebalf by Aftorey Erin Clark. Upon

mformation and belief, the protest was diafted by, and based on jnformation in the possession of,

Defendant Cladkand Defendant Holtznan Vogel.

29, That same form goes on to state that “[iin violation of fe stefvies provided for

above, invalid ballots were cast by the followmg persons. kmown' fo have voted in multiple:

states.” The form then names Plaintiff Golden, Who is listed in the document filed by both name,

-and stréet address.

30.  Upon miformation and belief, becavse Deféndants Clark and Holtzman Vogel
would not provide Mx. Agovine with dny information‘to support the cléims rede in'the “Election
Protest,” M. Agovine withdew his 'protést_ on the day of the hearing on the “Election Protest”

before the Brunswick C-ﬁunty'BcrjaId' of Eleciions.
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31.  Confrary fo the alIe_gaﬁons rade by Mr. Agovino in his “Election P_’rotes’tf a8

" drafted and submitted by Defendants Clack and Holtzmdn Vogel, Plamntiff Golden voted oﬁly m

North Carolina duzing the 2016 General Election and didnot vote m any oihe_r state.

3. Defendants Holtzmen Vopel, Roberts, Clark, Fallon, and Saxe conspired with
Defendant the Pat McCrory Committee Legal Defense Fund and Defendart Porter, among others,
to defame Plaintiffs; accusing them wrongly of committing felony conduct of double voting, of
voting ‘while ineligible because of a'feloﬁy’conviction;,, or of voting.in the name of dead voters,
and causing them isijmy 1o thew i'eptrtaﬁoz_l_s and emotional distrf':'ssian_d' harma.

33.  Defendant Steve Roberts also submitted election protests on behalf of protestors,
or otherwise caused protests fo be- stbmitted, in Granvilie, Forsyth, Moore, Northampton,
Halifax, and Wayne Counties in Noxth Carolina. l

34.  Defendant Erin Clark also submitted election protests on behalf of pro.teéto‘r‘s, or
otherwise caused protests o be submitted, in Beaufort, Johnsion, Mecklenburg, Cumberiand, and-
Stokes Counties in North Caroling.

35.  Defendant Gabriella Fallon submitted an election protest on behalf of a protestor
in Wake County, North Carolima.

36.  Defendant Steven Saxe subrmitted electon protests on behalf of protestors, or
otherwise caused protests to be submitted, in Orange, Lee, ;c_und Buncombe Counties 1t North
Carolina.

37.  Defendauts’ false aCcus’aiic;ns. against Plaintffs subjected them to adverse
publicity locally, state-wide, and even nationally, as various medi'areporfed__ffhc allegations and.

then elaborated on them. This embarrassment and harm to their reputations was compounded by

the fact that public hearings were noticed and held to consider Defendants’ accusations, which
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was further reported in the media. Bach of the Defendants® “Elections Protests” were ultimately
dismissed as merifless or withdrawn.
CLASS ACTTON ALLEGATYONS

38.  Plaintiffs bring this action on behalf of thernselves and ll others similary situated

(the ‘éPEerOS&d' Class™), pursuant to Rule 23 of the North Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure. The

Proposec Class is defined as follows:

All registered Notth Carolina voters who were-wrongly identified as having
engaged W voting imegularities in comnection with the 2016 Geperzl
Ele¢tion i putative Election Protests filed by Defendants. Excluded from
the Proposed Class are auy and all _]'Ll.dgt:‘-S justices, chambers” staff, jrrors
assigned to hear or adjudicate any aspect of this Htigation, and members of
‘thelr immediate families.

3% Based upon the number of putative Election Protesis filed by Defendanis, there

aze, on information and belief, over 100 Proposed Class members. Joinder of 2li members of the

Class; therefore, 1s not practicable.

40.  The questions of Jaw and fact common to the Proposed Class include but awe rot

Tirnited o:

a. . whether accusations made by Defendants ‘in. the confext of one or more

improperly filed Election Protesis against Plaintiffs and members of the Proposed Class, alleging

that they committed felony voter frand, constitine defamation pex se;

b. whether Defendasits roade the statements and took the actions described
above with malice of reckless disregard of their falsity in order fo harm Plamtiffs aud members of
the Proposed Class;

c.  whether Defendants acted in conspiracy to so defarne Plaintiffs aud

members of the proposed class;
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4 the type and meastwe of damages suffered by Plaintiffs and the Proposed.
Class.

41.  These and other questions of law and fact are common to the Proposed Class, and

‘predominate over aty questions affecting only individual inembers of the Proposed Class:

42, Dlaintiffs’ claims are typical of the claims of the Proposed Class.

43.  Plamtiffs will fairly and adequately represent the intérests of the Proposed Class
and mejr have no conflict with the Interests of the Proposed Class.

44.  Defendants have acted U:T grounds geuemﬂy-a—pplicab]e 1o the Preposed Class,
thereby making final injuncive ra}ieprriare with respect to the Proposed Class a5 a whole.

45, This class action is supe -;# the aitcma@jveﬂf any, for the fair and efficient

adjudication of this controversy. There will be no material di.culty fn the management of this

action as a class action. Prosecution as a class action will eliminate the possibility of repetitive,

duplicative, and potentially méonsistent hitigation that would waste the resowrces of the parties
and the courts.

FIRSY CLAIM FOR RELIEF - LIBEL,

46.  Theallegations of Paragraphs | through 45 are realleged and incorporated herein
by this referénee.

47.  The statewents made by Deféndants concerning Plaintiffs in “Election Protests™

filed across the state were false publications wrongly accusing Plamtffs of a ‘cring, pamely

£

egal voting. Defendants” false. statements also tended © subjeet Plamiiffs fo rdicnle,

contempt, or disgrace. Those libelons statements ‘were false when mzde, were made without

regard to their truth and flsity, were made without Justificaiion, and were made for the purpose
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and with the intent of damaging the reputations of Plaintiffs or with reckless disregard. of their -
affect on the reputations of Plainfiffs.

48 ‘Those statements have ﬁnp_e&chﬁd,-- injured, and damaged Plaintiffs.

49,  As an actual and proxmaie canse of Defendants” conduct in meking such false
staternerts, 'P}ainﬁiﬁs have susi:&ned harm, inchuding damages i an amount o be determined at
trial but reasonably believed to be in excess.of $25,000.

SECOND CLATM FOR RELIEFR —CIVIL. CONSPIRACY

50.  Paragraphs 1 through 49 of this Complaint are realleged and incorporaied_herei;}
by this reference.

51.  Defendents conspired together to mike the stafements and talcc the actons
described 2bove—overt and wrongful acts—as part of 2 common scheme, among other goals, to
delay certification of the efection and shggest that voter fraud affected the election results.

52.  Plainfiffs and the entire class were injured as a result 'of that conspiracy:

THIRD CLAIM FOR RELIEY — PUNITIVE DAMAGES

53,  Paragraphs I through 52 of this Complaint are realleged and incorporated herein
by this reference.

54, Defendants made the statements and ook the 2ctions deseribed above with malice
orreckless disregard of their falsity fn order to harm Plaintiffs.

55.  Defendants acted willfully and/er *"wantonl}’ 1n making the statements descnbed
above.

56.  Pursuantto N.C. Gen. Stat. § 1D-1, Plaintiffs are entitled to punitive damages for

Defendants® conduct.

10
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}' % WHEREFCORE, Plaintiffs pray to the Court that:
| A A preliminary and permnanent infunction énter against Defendants and any aod &ll
persexs in active concett or pm‘ﬁcipatfé;i with fhem forbiddisg any forther fling of Election
Protests containing false and defamatory Staiements concerning these Plaintiffs or any other
-segistered North Carolinz voter; |

B. Plamtiffs receive actual dam%es in an aiount sufficient to compeﬁsate them for
‘their damages resulting from Defendants’ conduct;

C.  Plamtiffs b allowed recovery of puifive darpages pursuent o Chapter 1D of the
North Carolina. General Stahtes;

D.  Plaigtiff be allowed recovery from Defendants the cosfs and expenses meuned in
tbts action, including attomey’;._;fees;.

B Plaintiffs receive thal by jury of all issucs $o trable; and

N l‘
\u‘k"‘}f.‘!'i

F.  Plaintiffs obfain such other and further relief as may bejustend proper.

This, the ® day of 2017.

Anita S. Farls, N.C. Bar #15597
Allison J. Riggg N.C. Bar #40028
Tackm Maffetore, N.C. Bar #50849
Southern Coalition for Social Justics
1415 Highway 54, Suite 101
Durham, NG 27707
Anita@southerncoaliton. org
Allison{@southemenalition.org
Faclyn@southerneoalition.org

Pressly M. Millen, N.C. Bar # 16178
Ripley Rand, N.C. Bar# 22275 _
Womible Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, LLP

o “ 4 -

11
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P.0. Box 831

Raleigh, NC 27602
Telephone: 919-755-2150
Facgimile: 919-755-6067
pailen@wesr.com
mand@wesr.com

Counsel for Plaintiffs
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The Deceit of Voter Fraud

By. Bob Hall and Isela Gutierrez*

This report has four sections. The first section shares
the reaction of votets harmed by the false charges of
fraud generated by Gov. Pat McCrory’s 2016 re-glection
campaign and the NC Republican Party; it ends with g
call for a criiminal investigation . T_he-second Section
{pages 2-4} summarizes key events after the November
2016 election. The third section (pages 4-5)provides a
stimmary of findings of wrongdoing, drawn from the
county profiles In the fourth section {pages 5-16).

1. VICTIRS AND CRIMINAL MISCONDUCT

“ was shocked and homrified and furious to leamn
our name was or-a list with people who-were alleged
to have broken a federal law,” said Ainne Hughes of
Moore County, North Carotina, She and her husband
William were falsely accused of voting in two states
by a local supporter of Gov. Pat McCrory®s
reclection. '

In an apparent effort to overcome a harrow defeat,
Gaov. Mc'Cro:_:y and his allies in the NC Republican
Party (NCGOP) filed the legal paperwork and
laiu_]thcd' a-media campaign to draw attention to the
supposedly “invalid™ ballots of Mr. and Mrs. Hoghes
and hundseds of other volers “lmown™ to have
committed a crimme. By late November, the McCrory~
NCGOP team had chazged about 600 votersin 37
counties with commithng frand or casting suspect
absentee ballots ~but despite an avelanche of legal
filings and the constant drumbeat of “serious voter
frand,” nearly all the accusations proved to be false.

Aysha Nasir of Orange County thought she was
targeted as an illegal voter because of her Muslim-
sounding name. Shc: felt harassed and vulnerable.
“You obey the law, you do all the swff you're
supposed o, and then sorme person just randoinly,
without any burden of proof, can aceuse you of -
breaking the law,” she said.

Joseph Golden, a Brunswick {ounty voter
accused of double voting, felt upset and hurniliated
afier seeing his name appear on the front pages of
three area newspapers. As a newcorner io the couity,
he was especially disturbed that somneone on social
miedia called him out and wrote, “There’s a cheater
amongst us.”

Another falsely accnsed voter, Robert Chadwick
of Wake County, said, “It was a total shock. It really
Jari me.”

Hughes, Nasir, Golden, and Chadwick are the
victims of imesponsible charges.of voter fraud filed
by agents of the Pat McCrory campzign-and NC
Republican Party. Thev:are the innocent cagnalties of
what happens when outragegous claims of voter fraud
art used as a weapon for-political eain. In truth, we
are all hammed by this strategy because it undermines
pubkic faith m the election process and is often used
to Justify irational barrers to voting,

The MeCrory-NCGOPs use of voter fraud goes
gven further. Democracy North Carolina talked with
dozens of voter-victims, connty election officials,
and the Republicans involved in filing charges of
fraud 10 various.counties. This repert, based on those
inierviews and a review of public records; reveals
that the McCrory campaign and NC Republican
Party engaged in a coordinated legal and publicity
crusade to distupt, and potentially cormupt. the
elections process with what amounted to fraudulent
charoes of vVoter fraud.

The criszde did nof stop even aﬁer'McCrory’s-
attorneys were told by some elections officials that
their claims were wrong, that they wers.confusing
voters” names with other people, that they were
using bad data. lastsad of stoppiug, the attorneys
caused more charges to be filed thar maligned more
innocent voters. And, in conjunction with the NC
Republican Party, they continued a coordinated

*Bob Hall is-executive director und Isela Gutierrez is associate research director of Democracy North Carolinia. This report, written

in Aprit 2017, is available at www.democracy-nc.org or contact Democracy NC, 1821 Green St.,. Ourham, NC 27705;913-286-60(0,



Exhibit 21.2‘ 21 f;f

2200 of 278

attacle on the legitimacy of certain ballots an_d the
election outcome, despite the clear harm inflicted on
itdrvidual voters and the election process.

Carol Tumner, 2 Moore County voter falsely
accused of commitiing fraud, asked us a ¢rucial
question: “Where are the laws that protect thoss of
us who havern’t done . anything WIOng: and.allow those
who want to make up these stories to be 2ble to do

that?”

‘Based on our interviews and research, Democracy
North Carolina is callinig on state and fedarai
officials to undertake a criminal investigation into
the activities of the attorneys and other agents of the
Pat McCrory campaign and NC Republican Party

‘that may have violated state anid federal laws,

particularly laws against harassing and intimidating

‘innocent voters, corrupting the election process,-and

obsitucing the €léction canvass. Relevant statutes
include (8ULS.C. §594; 18 US.C. §241; NCGS §
163- ?74(3) NCGS § 163-2 15(4}, and NCGS § 163-
2795017

31, THE CRUSADE

On election night 2016, Gov. Pat McCrory
thought he won reslection - until late returns from
Durham County put Roy Cooper ahead by about

5,000 votes out 0f 4.7 million cast. For the next

month, the McCrory campaign and NC Republican
Party waged a vigorous crusade to give McCrory the
victory he felt he deserved. The chief weapon
became the “election protest,” a legal proceeding
designed 1o pinpoint and rernedy serious mistakes,
raisconduct and other “irregularities” that could
impact the outcome:of an election. Within.24 hours
of the polls.closing, the McCrory-NCGOP team
began deploving resources to research and prepare
election protests Tncounties acrogs the state:.

‘What began as an undérstandable call for Durham:
County to review iis procedures for handling 94,000
bailots seon devolved into bornbastic allecatmns of
widespread “voter fraud” in dozens of courties. The
discovery that'a small nnmber of Affican-American
mermbers of the Bladen County Improvement
Association signed as witnesses for hundreds of
absentee ballots in Blader County —which'ig not
llegal —becamig the flimsy basis for the McCrory-
NCGOP team to protest over 400 absentee ballots in
Bladen, Halifax, Greene, Franklin, and other

SORIE RELEVANT STATUTES

| Federal Law, U.S. Code

18 U.S.C. § 594 Whoever intimidates, threatens,
coerces, or attempts to intinmidate, threaten, or coerce,
any other person for the purpose of interfering with
the right of such other-person to vete or to.vote as he
may choose, or of causing such-other person to vote
for, or not to vete for, any candidate for the office of
resident, Vice'President, . . shall be fined under this

i title orimprisoned not more than ane year, of both.

18 U.5.C. § 241 If two or more persons conspire to.
injure, appress, threaten, or intimidate any person in
any State, . .. n the free exercise-or enjoyment of-any
right or privilege secured to him by the Constitution or
laws of the United States, or because of his having so
exercised the samé . . . . [tJhey shall be fined under this
title orimprisoned not more than ten years, or both.
NC Generail Statutes; 1T shall be unlawiul ...

NCGS § 163-274(3} For any person to.. . .interfere

| with the possession of any ballot box, election book,

ballot, or return sheet by those entitled to possession
of the same under the law, orto.interfere in any
manner with the performance of any duty imposed by
law upon any election officer or member of any board
of elections;

NCGS § 163-275(4) For any person kenowingly to swear -
falsely with respect to any matter pertaining to any
primary or élection.

NCGS §163-275(17) For any person, directly or
indirectly, to misreprasent the law to the public.
through mass mailing or-any other means of
comimunication where the intent and the effect isto
intimidate or discotirage potential voters from
exercising thair lawful right te vote.

counties with African-Ameriean voter mobilization
groups. In addition, the McCrory-NCGOP team used
a deeply flawed data-matching process to file pro-

‘tests accusing 119 individuals, by name, of commit-

ting fraud by either (1) voting while sewing a felony
sentence or (2) voting ih two states. Another set of
protests sent to county boards of elections identified
23 ballots cast by “dead voters,” which himed out to
mean the voter died before Election Day after casting
a ballot early; 1.e, there wasno fraud.

Altogether; not counting the live/dead voters,

allegations of légal voting dirsctly affected aboiit
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600 ballots across the state, while insinuations of
greater fraud and mialfeasance reéached into six.
figures. Ultimately, officials at the Republican-
controlled boards of elections upheld the Durharn
County vote count, dismissed dozens of protests in
other c¢ounties, and determined that fewer than 30 of
the 600 allegedly suspect ballots. were illegally cast

‘or connted — and, importantly, mmost of those were.
apparently cast by accident or out of ignorance of the

voting rules for probationers, rather than an mntent to
cheat.

In short, morethan 95 percent of the 600 ballots:
identified in protests were cast by legal voters.

Through open records requests and intérviews,
Democracy NC determined that a majority of the
protests were prepared and sent by email to the-
county boards of elections by attorneys retamed by
the McCrory campaign from the Warrenton, VA-
based law firm of Holtzman Vogel Josefiak
Torchinsky (HVJT). The attomeys also prepared a
stnaller mumber of similar protests that local
Republican officials hand-delivered to their county
board of elections. Disclosure reports on the State
Board of Elections’ website mdicate the Pat
McCroty Comumittee and Pat McCrory Committee
Legal Defense Fund paid the HVIT law firm
$98.000 in late November and December 2016.

A barrage of near-daily media releases and press
conferences made it seem like the glection outcome
hung on the balance of ferreting out fraudulent
ballSts. “With each passing day, we discover more

and more cases of voting fraud and uregularities,”
said MeCrory camipaign manager Russell Peck, “We

mtend to make sure that every vote is properly
counted and serious voter fraud concerns are

‘addressed before the results of the election can be

determined.” The MecCrory campaign claimed
protests were being filed against voter fraud in 52
‘counties and zeainst tainted shsentee ballots in 12

counties — but about a third of each type of protest

nevermaterialized.

As a candidate, Pat McCrory could have
personally signed each of the protests. But, for
whatever reason, the NC REpubhcan Party and
McCrory campaign coordinated a large éffort to find

a local registered voter to'sign each county’s protest..

Generally, they chose an-officerin the county
Republican Party who was not a lawyer and who
readily agreed to sign the protest without much

‘knowledge of evidence behind its accusations. In

some cases, the officer simply-authorized the

‘attorney to sign for them by email or’over the phone.

Protests need not be notarized, and the protest signer
need not supply evidence to back up a charge or
specifically attest that the statements are trithful.
(Thanks in part to the complaints of innocent voters,,
the troubling ease with which-a person can file a
claim of voter frand is being addressed through the
development of a new protest form by the State
Board of Elections.)

Filing an election protest sets in motion a legal
proceeding with a three-step process outlined in state
law: (1} a determination that the protest makes a
proper claim; (2) a preliminary hearing to decide if
there is probable cavse for a full hearing; and (3) @
full hearing with the protestor and parties affected to

resolve the issués identified. Different county boards.

of elections dismissed the McCrory protests at

More than 95 percent of the
600 baliots identified in protests
were ¢ast by jegal voters.

different stages, sometimes for as simple-a reason as
it named the wrong voter as a felon or it challenged
the ehclblhty ofa voter’s-registration rather than
claim a violation significanily impacted the vote
count'in'an election.

The McCrory attorneys submitted the Jargest
wave of protests on November 17, the day before the
100 county beards were scheduled to conduct the .
official canvass to certify the 2016 election results. It
quickly became apparent that many of the protests

‘maligned innocent voters. For example, in a series of

follow-up emails, all on November 17, the Stokes
County board of elections director queried an
atiomey from the HVIT law firm and pointed out
that the protest she sent named a voter as a felon who
had a different middle name and hived in-a different
city from the felon identified by the attorney. The
attomney thanked the director and wrote, I will
certainly look into it.” However, she did not
withdraw the protest, which could have spared the:
voter from having his nameé appear in two
newspapers as sormeone accused of voterfraud.

.Rather than retreat, the,Mr;Crozﬁy'-NC.GOP
publicists escalated their rhetoric-about veter fraud,
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and the team’s attorneys contimied to disrupt and
delay certification of a4 winner-with more protests
and legal appeals. As more county boards of
elactions réjected the fanlty protests, the MeCrory-
NCGOP team unsuccessinlly filed new appeals-and
tred other legal maneuvers to convince the
Republican majority on the State Board .of Elections
to rile:that the election was riddled with fraud:and

irregutarities. Some Republican leaders continued to

inflate the magnitude of “serious voter fraud,” buta
majority of Republican election officials ultimately
would not go along.

Finally, on Decembier 5, Pat McCrory cuncedsd
defeat. By then, with provisional baliots and late
absentee ballots tailicd, he trailed Roy Cooper by
more than 10,000 votes, which exceeded the margin
to qualify f{}r an automiatic recount.

Why would the McCrory-NCGOP team mouxt
suctia-giant legal and publicity campaign with so
few cases of actual fraud? It's possible they. hoped to:
establish enough confusion about the fairdéss of the
election to tngger a state Jaw (NCGS 163-182.13A)
that would allbw the Republican-controtled General.
Assembly to determine the winmier. Whatever the
plan, it failed — but not without inflicting substantial
damage.

For weels, media reports bombarded the public
with allegations of voter fraud and dozens of
innocent voters had their reputations impugned and
lives disrupted. Fortunately, elections officials
stopped the coordinated use of phoniy protests to
corrupt the election results, but they cannot unde ths
corrosive impact of voter-fraud hysteria on people’ Y
faithin fair elections. The NcCrmy—NCGOP agents
behind any proven acts of corruption or voter,
harassroexnt should be held accountable to the fullest
extent:possible under federal and state laws:

3ii. FINDINGS OF WRONEDOING

The county-by-county descriptions in the next
section of this report help illuminate why four voters
in Guilford County filed a defarmation lawsuit in
Febradry 2017 against the man who wrongfully
accused them of voter fraud. Other civil lawsuits.
may follow. But it will 1ikely take a criminal
investigation to go behind the local protest filer to
uncover a larger pattern’ of legal activities and, a8
appropriate, hold sccountable the attomeys and other

architects of the McCrory-NCGOP crusade,

Many details vary m the next section’s profiles of
the protests filed i counties. The victims varied by
age, rate, gender, and party affiliation. Most of those

'accused Of voting in two.States wers ﬁrsi«tlme voters
in North Carolma Most of thoseaccused of voting

while serving a:felony senténce are Black: Most

Some Republican feaders continued to
inflate the muognitide of froud, but
ultimately the majority of Republican
election officials would not go glong.

striking are the common features that reveal a

coordinated plan to potentially corrupt the 2016
election with a multiide of unsubstantiated charges
of election fraud and iregularities, without regard

for the harassment and harm inflicted on innocent

wvoters.

Important findings from the county-by-county
profiles in Section IV include the following:

» Agents of the McCrory campalgn prepared
Election Protests.charging individuzls with voter
frand and then recruited local Republican leaders
to file the protests without revealing to them the
tenuous nature of the charges:

= Even after the protest filer requested additional
information, agents of the MeCrory campaign
failed to provide the person with substantiating
evidence of the allegations. Many of the local
Republican protest filers said they were “left
hanging,” “got screwed,” or felt “disappointed” or
even “victimized.”

» The protests were all, or nearly all, pre_pa:ed by
attomeys with the law firm of Holtzman Vogel
Jogefiak Torchinsky, based iri Warrenton, VA.
The protests were apparently hurriedly produced
and often conteined sloppy exrors, mcorrect
references, and false or misleading information.

» A minimudm level of research wounld have revealad
that dozens of the individuals charged with voter
fraud in the protests were completely innocent.

{For example, with a little practice, it takes less
than 10 miinutes to compare a voter’s name and
age on North Carelina’s voter regisiration and
criminal offender databases.)
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» Agents of the MoCrory campalgn continued fo
‘pursue legal proceedings against individual voters

even after county elections officials informed
them thatan allegation of voter fraud was false.
Rather than alert the protest filer, the'agent
allowed the precesding to continue:

In a rare case where a McCrory campaign official
provided a sworn affidavit to support an.
allegation, the facts about the accused voter
contradicted statéments in the affidevit; i.e., the
accused voter was decades older then the feton he
supposedly matched, which would quickly be
fecognized if age was used io match a felon list

‘with a voter list; s the.swom staternent clained.

Attorneys with the HVIT law firm did niet foljow-
up the protests they submitted by appearing at the
preliminary hearings; they also told local protest
filers they did not need to appear. County boards
of elections oftsn dismissed protests because they
received no evidence to back up accusations, The
ligfk_g_fpﬂigi_lgﬁwg raises questions about the rcal
purpose of Aling 2 blitz of protests: | Was 1t was
only a show to bolster the intense publicity about
voter fraud tainting a fair election?

In some cases, protest filers who did their own:
independent research contined 1o pursue legal
proceedings aoa.mst indrvidual voters even a.ftcr
discovenng that the voter fraud charges were false
and individuals were coinpletely innocent.

Artorneys for the McCrory campaign 2nd NC
Republican Party continned to interveneand
subvert the election with claims agzinst voters that
had been exposed as false, using new legal
proceedings based on allegations that they knew
or should have known were lareely false,

The proceedings subverted and delayed the

regular canvasses, diverted staff and administrat-
wve resonrces, threatened to cormupt the results ofa.

fair s_le‘c_fion_, and burdened county and state

boards of elections with complex legal; research
and logistical problems at'a time when they were
already under great stress to finalize the election.

The accusations harassed and hammed individual
voters emotionally, damaged their réputations,
exposed them to public ridicule, intimidated them
with unfamiliar and warrantless legal proceedings
to void their ballot, and maligned their character.

1Y, COUNTY PROFILES

STOKES COUNTY

On November 17, 2016, Jason Perry, director of the
Stokes County Board of Elections, recéived an email
with an attached protest signed by Susan McBride, a
Stokes County Republican activist. The email came

from the Virginia law firm of Holtzman Vogel

Josefiak Torchinsky, which represented the McCrory
campaign. The protest said Larry G. Smith cast-an

“Invalid” ballot because he was “adjudged guilty ofa

felomy.” Director Perry serit Susan McBride an email
asking for information showing that Smith was

serving a felony sentence. Shortly thereafter, Erin

£ven gfter the McCrory afiorneys
fearned that the protests named the
wrong people, they continued ie send
protests narmping innocent voters.

Clark of HVIT sent Perry an email, saying McBride.
‘had forwarded the request to her, and she provided 2
ot link to the offender scarch toel on the NC

Department of Public Safety’s website. Perry wrote
back 1o Clark: “The website regarding state felons is-
what I was using. I'm not currently seeing this
particular individual listed.” Clark sent back the link
10 a specifie offended, with the note: “This is the
guy.”
Perry wrote back two more times on November
17 and explained again that the voter being charged
in the protest was Larry G. Smith and not Lamry D.
Smith, the felon referenced by Clark’s web link.
Perry told Clark he shecked with county. sheriff’s

.office and they also “couldn’t find anything
regarding Lamry Gray Simith” with 2 felony

conviction but did find Lamxy D. Smith, who-was

convicred and also removed from the registration:

rolls in Wilkes County. “That’s about 1.5 hours or so
away from Stokes County,” added Perry. “Tdidn’t
find anything for Larry-G. Smith, whose voter
registration in Stokes County dates back to 19927
In response; Erin Clark of the law firmi wrots, “I

will certainly look into it. Thank you forthe oper
dialogue, I really appreciate it.” That’s the last thar
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Perry heard from her. Tnstead of withdrawing the
protest or notifying Susan McBride to-withdraw 1t,
the process continued. Perry’s board met and
scheduled a preliminary hearing: He notified the law
firmn and Susan McBride but heard nothing back. On

November 21, the board convened and Perry

presenied the email exchange, infonmation about

Larry D. Smith’s voting and criminal records, and

information about Larry G. Smith, including his
handgun permit indicating his non-felony status.
According to the minutes of the meeting, the board
chair“noted that he knew Larry Gray Smith and had
spoken to him earlier in the-day” to let him know
about the charge against him, and Smith “said he is
in factnot a felon.” The minutes record that Susan

McBride, the accuser, attended the meeting but when

asked, “She did not provide-any additional
information regarding the protest.” The Republican-
majority board dismissed the protest by a unanimous
vote.

A vouple days later, Larry G. Smith told a
reporter with the News & Observer that he was glad
“everything’s straichtened out.” He added, “The sad
part of it is T voted for McCrory.” (Indeed, the
innocent voters Democracy NC interviewed included
several Republicans or voters who supported
McCrory.)

ALAMANCE COUNTY

Steven Carter, a local Republican activist, said he
was asked to. file the protests “by an attorney from-
the Pat McCrory campaign.” He thought they would
send him some documentation to back up the protest.
or at least have the material to present at the hearing.
But they didn’t.

Jennifer Hook came home from the night shift to
find a notice about a hearing regarding Carter’s
charge that she had voted in two different states. It
was her anniversary and she planned to get somie
sleep before a celebration dinner. Tnstead, “my whole
day was ruined,” she said. She became *“very scared™
and called her motherin Maryland. She was wortied
because she bad never voted in person before and
thought she may have done something wrong. She
wondered if she needed a Jawyer. The date of the
hearirig on the notice had passed, but when she
called the Alamance County Board of Elections, shé
was told it had been rescheduled to that very day,
beginning-in less than an hour.

Fook mshed to the county elections office in
Graham and didn’t realize her accuser, Steven
Carter, was there. “They asked me if I knew him and
I told them I"ve never seen him before and he said

‘he’d never seen me.” After some additional

questions, she and a county staff person left to
contact election officials in Baitimore who veérified
that they had sent Hool an absentee ballot for the

‘primary, which was not returned, and did not send:
her anything for the November election. Armied with

that information; they returned to the hearing, and
the protest was; finally dismissed..

‘While they were out of the room, the board
considered the protest regarding two voters alleged
to’have current felony convictions. The elections
staff found that one voter was wndeed serving a
felony sentence that began in mid-September. The

other voter, Ricky M. Long, had long ago finished

his felony sentence.and was currently on probation
fora misdemeanor offense. After projonged
discussed, the board agreed that he was eligible to

vote. Reached in March 2017, Long was not happy

with being accused of voter fraud. “That’s crazy,” he
told Democracy North Carolina. “I’ve voted in the

past four eléections. No problem. Now somebody’s
saying this about me!? That don’t make any sense.”

Steven Carter; who signed the protest, also wound
up feeling frustrated by the experience. He expected
to see the McCrory attorney at the hearing with solid
evidence. A, .chnblicanrattomcy attended but had
nothing to offér. “I was kind of left screwed,” Carter
told us. The whole thing “was a pain in the buit,” he
said. “T'won’t do itagain.” '

CUMBERLAND COUNTY

Jerry Reinoehl, 2 Republican activist who has
challenged voters in the county in the past, told
Democracy North Carolina that the “McCrory legal
defense team” asked him io file two protests — one
naming a voter ‘ adJud ged guilty of a felony,
accordmcr to the protest, and the other naming seven
yoters who the protest said were “known to havc
voted in'multiple states.” The two protests with
Reinoehl’s signature were sent to the Cumberland
County Board of Elections 1n an email on November
17 by attorney Erin Clark of the HVIT law firm:

Clark told Reinoehl he didn’t néed to atteiid the

_preliminary hearing for the protest, but he went
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anyway —and nobody frem the McCrory team
showed up. “I'was left to hang out to dry,” hesaid. “I
suspected [ would be disappointed.” He’s been
“victimized” by the poor research of the Républican
Party in the past, he said, so he did his own research
before the m'eet_iﬁg, using the commercial website
BeenVerified and his frequent downloads of records
from the State Board of Elections.

He easily confirmed the person identified with a
felony Had been convicted in early October, but he
could only confirm that one of the seven people

‘dccused of voting in two states:had done so. The

others seemed to be cases of confusing a Jt. and St.
or sore other form of “mistaken identity,” he said.
He was disappointed that the MeCrory/NCGOP legat
team “didni’t do their researchi-to sort it out,” and he

‘wrote thern a memo criticizing their inferior work.

“1 was left e hang out to dry. ... [The
MeCrory/NCGOP legal team] didn’t do
their research.” - Jerry Reinoeh, local

Repubiican who filed the protest

At the preliminary hearing on November 21,
Reinoehl presented some information, but only the
board chair supported taking the matter fo a fitll
hearing; the protests were disrnissed bya 2 to 1 vote.
Reinoehl was unhappy the protests were [wmped
togethier into orie motion, bzt when asked if he told.
the board that the focus should be on the two illegal
votes he personally verified and that six of the
accused were Innocent, he said, “No, [ didn’t Jet
them know-. I intended to withdraw those if it got

past the initial hearing.” He 5till feels part of his

protest is “going to bé successful” because details-
about the two voters were sent to the State Board 'of
Elections and referred to the local district attorney
for further action.

One of the innocent voters doesn’t see the protest .
as “successfill.” Betty B. Adams, accused of double
voting, was ouiraged when she received the elections:
board’s notice about the charge against her. “I was
literally shocked. T was upset for ,several days,” she
said. “I was thinking about suing whoever was
behind this.” She’s been inivolved in grassroots

goingbackwards.” She called the protests part of a
“voter suppress ion” effort.

;.

'...'.,.-.--_-v-.-‘-v-"-‘"-‘"‘"”"""‘““'“-m%m-m'uar-\.w-

BUNCOMBE COUNTY

Attormey Steven Saxe of the Virginia law firm sent
two protests.to Buncombe County Board of Election
on Novernber 23 — nearly a week afterhis colleague
Erin Clark learned about her faulty protest for Stokes
County and several days after multiple counties
dismissed protests for a lack of évidence or mistaken:
identity. The two protests were signed by Eldon S.
(Buck) Newton III, the losing Republican candidate
for Attornéy General. One protest alleged a dead
person cast a ballot, which turned out to mean the
person died before Election Day, after casting a
ballot early. The other protest from Newton said the
board “must invalidate” the bailot of Earl Lordman
of Asheville becanse he 1s a person “adjudged guilty
‘of a felony.” But that accusation is completely false.
Lordman 1s not serving a felony sentence, nor has he
ever been “adjudged guilty ofa felony.”

The protest against Lordman is unusual not only
‘because it was filed after canvass day by a candidate.
for NC Attorney General; it was also accompanied
by a sworn affidavit supporting the research behind
the allegation. The affidavit from Ryan Temill, who
described himself as “the political director for the Pat
McCrory Committee,” said the McCrory Committee-
used “publicly available data™ to compare.criminal
conviction and voting records “to identify voters.
who had improperly voted due to not having active.
voting rights for the 2016 General Election.” And,
then lie says, “To enhance the accuracy of these
comparisons, the Pat McCrory Comrnittee matched
with multiple oriteria, including both name and age
information.” '

The affidavit included an appendix with copies of
- the criminal record of “Earl Lordman Jr,” which
inchuded his age and date of birth. But the vater
registration records show Earl Lordiman Jr. lives at a
different address. in Buncombe County than the one
given in the protest, which is the address for Earl.
‘Lordman Sr. Voter records confirm the ages of the
‘two men are clearly different. Despite the sworn
affidavit, the protest confused Earl Lordman Ir. and
Sr. Furthermore, the cnmmal record provided with
the affidavit shows that Earl Lordman Jr. is fot even
serving a felony sentence; it shows he is on
probation for a misdemeanor conviction, and the
i sentence for his. prior felony conviction was

completed in May 2014. Tn & double mistake, the
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protest confused Earl Lordman Sr. with his sor, who

it turns out is also eligible to vote.

~ Lordman St. was unhappy and frustrated by betng
falsely accused. “Why are they causing a problem

‘where there is no problem,” he wondered. He

thought “a higher threshold™ of proof should be
required before someone could misuse the system to
put people’s names in the public record as
committing voter fraud. “It’s sad,” he said. “It should
be stopped.”

WAYNE COUNTY

Albert Artis St. of Pikeville was accused of voting in
North Carolina and Georgia by Brent Heath, chair of
the Wayne County Republican Party. The protest
was emailed to the Wayne Courity Board of

Elections by Steve Roberts, an attorney for the Pat M-

McCrory campaign with the HVIT law firm. It said
that Artis” cast an “invalid” ballot becausé he was
“known to have voted in multiple states.” We
reached Artis in February 2017 at his son’s home in
Georgia. He explained that he and his wife spend
several months-each year in Georgia and often vote
by absentee mail in North Carolina’s fall elections.
Told about being accused of'also voting in-Georgia
in 2016, he said, “That’s not right. It’s not me.
They’ve got me confused with somebody else.”

Wayne County’s daily newspaper, The Goldsboro
News Argus, wrote about the Wayne County Board
of Elections meeting where the protest against Artis
was discussed, publishing his name and his

‘hometown. “The people that filed the protest did not

show up and did not present any evidence,” Wayne
County Elections Director Dane Beavers told the
paper. “We had no grounds to riile on so it was
dismissed.”

But the accuser; Brent Heath, still thinks Albert
Artis Sr. committed voted frand. Reached athis
home on March 5, 2017, Heath said that he filed the
protest “in conjunction with the McCrory
campaign.” He s2id, “They provided some
information but [ did the research.” He felt.
“confident it is accurate.” His research found that
Artis voted m Georgia and was registered atthe
same Georgia address where his North Carolina
absentee ballot was sent. When told that Artis was
staying at the home of his son Albert Artis Jr. and
perhaps he got the two men confused, Heath insisted

he was “absolutely” certain Aztis Sx. voted.in
Georgia. He said “the date of birth and everything?
matched up with Artis Sr. But Heath is wrong, A
call to the Gwinnett County Voter Registration and
Elections Office revealed that Artis Sr., age 73, is not
registered, but Attis Jr. is. He’s the one who voted in
the November 2016 election from the Lawrenceville,
GA address, not Albert Artis Sr.

HALIFAX COUNTY

On November 17, Steve Roberts, atforney for Pat
MecCrory’s campaign at the HVJT law firm, sent a
protest to the Halifax County Board of Elections
signed by R. J. Myrick, vice chair of the Halifax
Cournty Republican Party. In the protest, Myrick
alleged that “a scheme to operate an absentee ballot
mail” was funded by the state Democratic: Party
through a lecal Aﬁica.n’-American pOIiﬁ cal action
Democramc slate of cand;dates ” Mynck lists Jeff
Havser of Raleigh, then director of Tiedia ?alrs for
‘the Pat McCrory campaign, asa wimess,of the, .

“misconduct” which “appears to be'similar to the
pattern of witness signatures found in Bladen
County, whereby one 1ndividual”™ withesses many
absentee ballots..

Myrick told Democracy NC that the protest was
put together by the McCrory campaign or

Republican headquarters in Raleigh. He said, “They
‘couldn’t find anybody to sign 1t so Tagreed. I'm

retired and have the time.” He’s not sure Why-the’
county Republican Party chair didn’t sign, but they

‘seemned in a rush to get the protest filed. “They were

desperate to find someone.”

The protest named two individuals who witnessed
“at least 187 and “at Jeast 6™ absentee ballots,

respectively. There is no law againsta person being a
witness for multiple absentee voters. Nevertheless,
Myrick’s protest asked the county elections board to
“conducta full investigation into these absentee
ballots witnessed by multiple individuals; and review
all witness signatures on these absentee ballot
envelopes to look for evidence of chvious ballot:
harvesting ™ Tt theni déclared, “The confirmation of
these allegations would cast doubt on the outcomie of
any number of elections upand down the ballot,
including the historically close race for Governor.”

At the protest hearing, Halifax County Board of
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Elections Chair Sandra Partin, 2 Republican, said she.

reviewed Myrick’s allegations about multiple ballots
witnessed by the same persen. “He doesn’t go on'te
say how this is illegal,” Partin said. “It"’s not. The
law does not put a limit on how many witnesses
[there can be]. He offers o proof as to why it
should be illegal:” The board found no evidence of
misconduct and unanimousty dismissed Mynck 5
protest.

After the. mesting, the MeCrory campaign told the
News & Observer that it would appeal the Halifax
County ruling and that similar allegations were being
filed in a total of 12 counties about illegal absentee
mills funded by the Democratic Party. “Theé evidence
of this voter frand must be talken seriousty if we are
going to have any faith in our system,” declared
Ricky Diaz, spokesman for the MeCrory campaign.

U.S. Rep. GX. Butterfield attended the hearing in

‘Halifax County and came away with a different

conclusion. “It’s obviously a coordinated effort by
Pat McCroryas he.is going down in defeat to find
some kind of creative ways to reverse his defeat,” he
told the N&Q. “There’s a direct correlation between
the.counties that were selected for challénges and the
active participation of black political action.
corynittees. This is targeting the African-American
community and their participation in the election.”

Katherine Turner, one of the two individuals
named 1n the Halifax County protest for signing as a
Wwitness to absentee ballots, told Democracy NC that
she was “really shocked how that could be voter
fraud.” She received a notice about the hearing but it
didn’t say she'needed to-atténd, so she didn’t. She

didn’t see how being a witress could be a crime. and

bristled at the insinuation that she signed or filled out
ballots in place of the voter. “That never happened,”
shesaid, “When I gof word that I might be charged

‘with voter fraud, I thought *let them bring it ot

because I know I did nothing wrong.” She said she:
found the whole experience confusing, nnnerving
and very unpleasant.

RIADEN COUNTY

The McCroty-NCGOP claim about “a scheme to
operate an abgentes ballot mail” arose from an
unuéua-lly large number-of votes for a write-in
eandidate. on the absentee ballots in Bladen County.
The county board of elections began studying those

ballots and alerted the State Board of Elections of
possible wrongdoing. The handwriting of one of the
witness Si gnatures often matched the handwriting on
the write-in line of the ballot; if the witness helped
the voter by filling in the candidate’s name on the
baliot, a box indicating the assistance should have
been checked on the ballot envelope. There was a
much higger concern: Did the witness forge the
voter’s signature and illegally cast a ballot for
anothér person?

On election night, the mumors of illegal voting
caught up with L. McCrae Dowless, the incambent
candidate for Soil and Water Conservation District
Supervisor. He watched the réturns at the county
board ofelections office and saw the large number of
votes for his opponent, Franklin Graham, the write-
in ‘candidate. The next.day, he began asking mére
questions, and soon the chair of the Bladen County
Republican Party ¢alled to see if he would talk with
an attorney from the McCrory campaign. A
‘handwriting expert had already been retaned from
the Charlotte ared, and the McCrory-NCGOP team
was ready to blow up her findings with a media
splash and legal protest:

Dowless told Democracy NC he anthorized an
attorney from the HVIT lav firm to sign his name to
the protest and submit it 1o the Bladen County Board:
of Elections on November 15. He didn’t see it or
know the full extent of its allegations. The protest
didz’t hold back. It claimed “literally hundreds. of
fraudulent ballots were cast” as the result of “a
‘massive scheme to run an absentee ballot mill
involving hundreds of ballots, perpetrated-by and
through the Bladen County Improvement
Association PAC,” a political corumittee funded with
donations from its local members, the NC Dermocrat
Party, and Democratic candidates.

The McCrory campaigii’s press release said the
evalnation of ballot envelopes by a handwriting
expert provided “shocking evidence resulting from a
blatant scheme to try to Impact the voting results of
an entire county and perhaps even sway statewide
and federal elections,” inciuding the gubernatorial.
race. “With hundreds of fraudulent votes found in
just one North Caroliria county for a straight
Democtatic ticket, close examination, of this election
1s tequired to make sure the true winner of the
election is properly determined,” said HVIT attorney
Jason Torchinsky, described jn the release as legal
counsel for the Par McCrory Committee Legal
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Defense Fund. “The staggenmg evidence of voter
fraud in Bladen County and the number of similar
PACs that the North Carolina Democratic Party
donated to shortly before the start of early vote
requires close examination throughoit the state.”

The State Board of Elections already had
Investigators interviewing voters and members of the
Bladen County Improvement Association PAC
(BCIAC). After countless hours of research, local
meetings and protest hedrings, lots of statewide
media attention, and an appeals hearing in Raleigh,

the truth finally came out: neither the McCrory

campaign nor the staté’s investigators could find a
single case where a BCIAC member or volunteer
forged a voter’s signature or marked the ballot:
'a'ga'ihst-ﬂl'e voter’s wishes. At the end of the appeals
hearing in Raleigh, the State Board members véted

to dismiss the protest. {[ronically, the only evidence
of a forged ballot presented at the appeals hearing

pointed to a volunteer associated with Dowless’
campaign who may have voted a stolen absentee
batlot)

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY

Raymond Dyer, chair of the Northampton County
Republican Party, emailed his protest about an
“absentee ballot mill” to the Northampton County.
Board of Elections. Dyer told Democracy NC that he
“sot the stuff” from Steve Roberts, the McCrory
campaign attorney with HVIT. He acknowledged
that the protest didn’t have details:about his county
and said Roberts explained he “couldn’t provide any
because of the ongoing investigation in Bladen
County:” The Northampton protest used the same.
language, format and general accusation as ‘other
protests about “harvcstmcr” absentee ballots. This
cookie-cutter approach offern led to sloppy-errors in
the protests. For example, Raymond Dyer’s protest.
in the Northampion County included this statement:
“To confirm the integrity of the absentee ballots cast
in Durham County, my representative: visited the
county’s Board of Elections on Novérmber 16, 2016 .

-to visually inspect the absentee ballots . . . . I'was
deuied:access to visually review these documents.”
It is doubtful that Dyer went to Durham to review
ballots cast in Northampton County.

Dyer’s 'emailed protest apparently never reached
the Northampton County Board of Elections. Board

director Susie Squire said she. heard about the protest .
but never received it, 30 no action was taken by her
board..

GREENE COUNTY

Sara Sparks, chair of the Greene County Republican
County Party, hand delivered her protest alle:gmor “a
scheme to operate an-absentee ballot mull.” Tt also
forgot to change “Durham County” in one part to
“Greene County,” but it included specific
allegations, based on research by McCrory campaigit

staffer Jeff Hauser, that three Greene County

residents witnessed “at least 72,” “at least 11,” and

““atleast 10 other” ballots, respectively.

Sparks $2id one of the staff people with the
McCrory campaign asked her to sign the protest and
put her in touch with the attorney who prepared it. “I
really didn’t write it or know anything about it,”” she
told Democracy NC. “My name is on 1t, but T didm’t

‘write it.” She hand delivered it to the Greene County
Board of Elections and thought they handled the
protest very well.

Board of Elections director Steve Hines said his
office took the time to compare the voter’s signature
on absentee ballot to the signatures of the witnesses.
and 10 the signature.on the voter’s reégistration card.
They found no irregularities. In addition, the
individuals named in the protest for witnessing
multiple ballots took the trouble of bringing sworn
affidavits to the preliminary hearing attesting that
they did not sign ballots in place of voters.

FRANKLIN COUNTY

Danny Pearce, a vice chair of the Franklin County-

Republican Party, delivered a protest about “an

absentee ballot'mill” to the Franklin: County Board of

Elections on November 17. The protest references

the orie. filed in Bladén County and said that Emily

Weeks, a staff member of the NC Republican Party

in Raleigh (now press secrétary for the NC GOP),
at’cempted o inspect absentee ballots or envelopes

in Franklin County and was denied twice.™

Lisa Goswick, director of the Franklin County
Board of Elections, said Emily Weeks first came on
November 9, the day after the-election, which shows

how quickly the MeCrory/NCGOP teamn began



Exhibit 2.2.2.1

209 of 278

taking action. Goswick-asked her to come back’
when the crush of processing ballots slackedup a
little, Pearce came several day later and received
permission to look at the absentee ballot envelopes
after the county board met about his protest.

Pearce told Democracy NC that he and his-wife
and Larry Norman, an attorney from Louisburg “sent
by the Republican Party,” looked over the ballot
envelopes and found “about 40” that appeared to be
witnessed by the same people. Pearce said the state
GOP also sent “a young guy * who took notes and.
“was very evasive with us.” Pearce said the protest
and follow-up seemed to be coordinated through the
attorney at the party, Tom Stark, who “was smack in
the middle of 1t all.”

Pearce became more suspicious when he saw that
the witnesses were also active with a local African-
American group, the Franklin County PAC, which
the protest said received a donation from the NC
Democratic Party. He compared the handwriting on
their witness signatures to the voters’ signatures and
found nothing imregular. “I was hoping it would tumn
up something,” he said, “but nothing was fotnd.”

MOORE COUNTY

The protest for Moore County was sent by email
from Steve Roberts of the HVJIT law firm and signed
by John Rowerdink, chair of the Moore County
Republican Party. It declaced that ballots of four
individuals should be mvalidated because they “were

cast by the following persons known to have voted in

multiple states.” Glenda Clendenin, director of the
Moore County Board of Elections, said her staff
researched the.allegations and notified the voters
about.a preliminary hearing scheduled to deteraine
if sufficient evidence justified holding a full hearing.
Clendenin’s research uncovered one of the rare cases
where the evidence indicated that someone did vote
in two states in the 2016 general election. Kaleyl.
Mulder, one of the four people accused by
Rowerdink, apparently voted in Florida and North
Carolina— and then she:moved out of the county
fairy quickly. The Moore County Board of
Elections has referred her case to the local district
attorney and the State Board of Elections.

The other three voters accused by Rawedink are

completely innocent and still upset that he could so
easily begin a legal proceedma acamst them with 0o

gvidence. “I was shocked and horrified and furious
to'leam our name was on a list with people who were
alleged tohave broken a federal law,” said Anne
Hughes who was accused withvher husband. “There
should be a higher burden before people are acoused
of voting in two states,”” added William Hughes. .
“Everybody should have the same right to be able to
vote. It's the bedrack of democracy.”™

“The fourth voter accused, Carol Ann Turner,
made a special effort to cancel ber registration in
Maryland before the general election. “They need to
provide proof before they accuse me of voting
twice,” she said dbout her.accuser. She wondered

‘why false claims of voter fraud are growing.and

getting more attention. “Where are the laws that
protect those of us who haven’t done anything wrong
and allow those who want to make up these stories to

be able to do that?” Turner said what she feels “is:

disbelief, it’s anger, it’s frustration, but-most of all

it’s sadness that this is where we’re at.”’

Rowerdink, the county Republican Party chair,
has no tegrets about filing the protest. “It sounded
credible and [ wanted to support the governor’s
campaign and didn’t want fraud to occur,” he told
Democracy North Carolina. He had “no problem
with filing it,” but he said he withdrew the protest at
the preliminary hearing because “the legal team

never provided evidence to support the claims.” He

said he'had an email exchange with MeCrory’s team
before the hearing, trying to get something to back -
up the protest.. “They were not very responsive,” he
said. “They left me hanging.” Lacking anything
more to present to the board, He withdrew the
protest. He feels his effort was justified because the.
board’s staff leamed through its own research that

one of the voters had voted twice.

LEE COUNTY

On November 17, attorney Steven P. Saxe.of the
HVIT law firm sent a protest 1o the Lee County
Board of Elections that was signed by Charles
Staley, chair of the Lee County Republican Party.
The protest falsely accused one voter of voting while
serving a felony sentence. Staley’s protest said he
made the accusation, “Based on a review of the
public records.” However, records at the NC
Department of Public Safety clearly shows that the
voter completed his felony sentence in January 1997,
nearly 2 decade before the protest.
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Staley told Democracy North Carolina he
“spearhéaded the complamt™ but it came from the
MecCrery campaign. He didn’t try to venfy the
mformation, but after the county board determined
that the-accused voter had finished his seritence,
Staley said he “did nry own investi 1gation.”™ Staley 15

‘a former probation officerand has access 1o a secure
‘systexn to look up the status of probationers. He used

that system to verify that-the man was “an eligible
voter,”

Staley also said he saw the whole list of people
being accused as felony voters by the McCrory
campaign, but he didn’t try to verify their status. “I
was on the inside of 1t-all,” he said, but he recently
r.et:lred,_ gave up his positions with the party, and is
moving with his wife to Carteret County. He still
believes that McCrory won the election and that
votes were illegally added in' Dusham County after
the election to give Roy Cooper and now Attorney
General Josh Stein their victories.

James W. Creacy, the voter falsely accused by

Staley, didn’t like being pulled into-a political fight
and publicly charged with voter fraud because of a

felony record from many years earlier. He wondered

how hecould gethis record expunged s0.his name

wouldn’t be misvsed and his past wounldn’t create

new probiems. “I'm 68 now. It’s not fair,” he said.

BRUNSWICK COUNTY

On November 17, attorney Erin Clark, ~attorney for
Pat McCrory’s campaign at the HVIT law firm, sent.
‘4 protest to the Brunswick County Board of
Elections swned by Joseph Agovino, chair of the
Brunswick County Republican Party The protest

accused Joseph D. Golden of voting in two states and

said it is based “Upon review of early voting files
from other states.” Agovino.told Democracy NC
that the GOP attorneys informed him they had

“ironclad” eviderice that Golden voted'in Maryland’s

general election, so he agreed fo sign the protest.
However, the Brunswick County Board of Elections
staff investigated and leamed that Golden, althongh
registered in Maryland earlier in 2016, did not vote
there in the November election. The board notified
Golden about a prehrmnary hearing, but said he
didn’t rieed to change his planned trip for that day
because the matter would be easily resolved.

However, Golden soon found his name on.the

front page of the {ocal newspapers as being charged
with voter fraud, Someone on. samal media wrote,
“There’s a-cheater amongst us.” Golden was
surprised and fiustrated by the experience. “This is
not how you want to begin living'in a new
community,” he said.

For his part, Agovino now wonders, “Why'did [
get myself involved in this crap.” Shortly before the:
hiearing, he contacted the state Republican Party to
get documentation ffom the attorney to back up the
claim of double voting, but ke was told “she’s lefi”

and they had nothing for him. He felt “hung out to

dry,” he told us. “I didn’t have enough information
to follow through,™ so on the day of the hearing, he
withdrew the protest. But by-then, the. damage to
Golden’s reputation and Agovine’s credibility had
been done.

“Why did I get myself inveived in this crap”
- Joseph Agovino, affer he couldn’t get
the aitorney’s help fo back up his protest

GUILFORD COUNTY

Three protests filed in Gnilford County say they’re
from William C. Porter, but underneath his signature-
on each oiié are the words “authorized by /'spr,” as in

Steve P. Roberts, the HVIT attorney who emailed

the protests to the county board of elections. Porter is
2 leaderin the Guilford County Republican Partyand
attended the preliminary hearing where the coimty
board discussed the protests. He may bave thought
he was just helping Gov. McCrory, but he got an
earful after the hearing from Karen Niehang, ong of
the people he accised of voting in two states. Several
weeks later, Nichans, her husband, and two other
voters falsely accused of committing fraud filed a
defamation lawsuit against Porter in Guilford County
Superior Court.

Karen Nichans leamed about the preliminary
hearinig from a certified letter sent by the Guilford
County Board of Elections. The letter said M. and
Mrs. Niehans’ “eligibility to vote™ had been
questioned and they should attend the hearing, but
attendance wasn 't required. Karén recounted. other
confusing aspects of the ordeal to Democracy NC,
1ncludm0‘ being sworm in at the hearing and arilled
by a board member “Can you prove you didn’t vote
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ity another state?” Taken aback, she and her husband
tried to explain they wete new to the state and only
voted once. Then Karen remembered she had an,
email exchange on herphone with an elections
official in. W;sconsm that included her refusing the
official’s offer to send an absentee ballot. The board.
finally voted to-dismiss. the protest. On her way out,
Karen went o the back of the room to confront her
accuser, William Porter. “Why did you do this to
us?” she demanded. He had no answer for her.

Gabriel Thabet, a registered Republican, finished
parole for his felony sentence 1 7 years.ago, but
Porter accused him of llegal voting in 2016. Iu an
opinion colurn published in the Greensborp News
& Record, Thabet said the accusation “scaréd me to
death.” H¢ thought he must have done something
wrong, but finalty realized “I was the person who-
was wronged.” He said he decided to “fight back” by

joining the defamation lawsuit against Porter. “At the-

national level, acensations have been made that
millions of people voted illegally inthis past
clection. These are broad and bascless allegations’
with an apparent intent to intirmidate people — like:

‘e — from voting,” he wrote. “Now is the time that

voters fight back against falsé accusations.”

ORANGE COUNTY

On November 17, Qrange County Republican Party
Vice-Chair Evelyn Poole-Kober accused six voters
of voting in multiple states; they were mostly UNC-
CH smdents or recent graduates. Steven Saxe of the.
HVIT law firm sent the protest to the Orange County
Board of Elections in en email attachment. Tracy
Reams, director of thé elections board, followed up
with Poole-Kober, who said she suspected the voters.
cast ballots in Maryland in addition to Nosth
Carolina. The election beard staff contacted officials
in Marylend and learned thai, whiie all the voters bad
previousty been registered there, none cast-absentee
or other ballots in Maryland’s general election.

Poole-Kober did not attend the prelimiinary

‘hearing on November 18, and no one else provided

evidence to support the protest. According to the
zeinutes of the meeting, Board member Jamie Cox
noted that “there 13 2 coimplete lack of substantial

-evidence that indicate a violation of election [aws or

other irrégularity or misconduct. . .. Mr. Cox felt the
protest was filed to delay cartvass and frivolous in
nature given the fact that the protestor was not

present. ' Mr. Cox madea motion and Mr Randall
secorided the motion that the protest be dismissed.
The motion was unanimous. The Board dismissed
the protest at 11:40 am.”

Aysha Nasir, 2 graduate of UNC and o1i¢ of the
accused voters, initially suspected that her ballot was
being challenged bécause “of my Muslim name.” It

made her feel “targeted” and “awfully vulnerabie” to

be picked out and acensed of something she didn’t
do. Adfter seeing the names of other voters similarly

charged, she realized her name wasa’t the issus, but
she still felt subject to arbitrary harassment. “You

obey the law, you do all the stuff you’re supposed to,
and then some person just randomly, without any
burden of proof, ¢an accuse you of breaking the
law;” she said.

MECKLENBURG COUNTY
On Névember 17, attomey Erin Clark with HVJT

senta protest to the Mecklenburg Cotnty Board of
_Elections signed by Brenda Brown, voter registration’

chair of the Mcckl‘énbu‘;g County Republican Pary.
The protest accused two voters.of voting while
serving a felony sentence. [t is based “Upon review

‘of the North Carolina D'eaartirent of Comrections

active prisoner and parole database.” Brown told

“WEAE-FM radio that she filed the protest because

“there were things in 2012 znd in previous eléétions
that concerned me, and then at the very last minute
when-our voter ID elections laws were overtumed, I
was concermed we would see that exact same
problem agaimn.” But'Brown presented no evidence
to back wp her claims.

Freddie Williams, who Brown falsely accused of
committing voter fraud, is coricemed, t6o. He’s
worned that it’s too-easy to file irresponsible charges
against infiocent Voters. He thinks “it’s a good idea”™
f@r the State. Board of Elections to r&qmre paop]e to
present some evidénce to back up their claim before
a complaintis accepted.

ROCKINGHAM COUNTY

Local Republican Party activist Thomas Schoolfield.
hand delivered his protest to the Rockingham County
Board of Elections, charging three voters with voting
11 tWO States, However all three accusations proved
to be ralse and the board voted to.dismiss the protest.
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According to Tina Caldwell, director of the elections

board, one of the accused voters had a‘different
middle name and different age from the voter who
cast the ballot in the second state, Washingtosn.
The other two voters, Cheryl and James
Holcombe, had voted in the Virginia primary but

‘moved to North Carolina, registered and voted only

in‘this state in the general election. “This is all very

alarming to us,” Cheryl Holcombe said after leaming:

that:she and her husband were accused of voter

fraud. Thomas Schoolfield, a trustee of the

Rockingham County Community College and retired
executive from Burlington Mills, didn’t want to

discuss his protest with Democracy NC, saying onty

that it turped out there was “no record of them
having voted in two states.”

FORSYTH COUNTY

On November 17, attorney Steve Roberts with HVIT

sent two protests to the CBOE signed by Linda
Petrou, vice chair of the Forsyth County Republican
Party. One protest named two voters who it said had
died — but one of them turned cut to be alive. The
other protest accused two voters of voting while
serving a felony sentence. “It really concerns me
when I see people who aren’t eligible to vote
voting,” Petrou told the: News & Obsewver. -She said
she would not have filed the protest “if some lawyer
friends of mine hadn’t approached me.” When
informed that one of her accused voters was not
serving a felon sentence, she sluffed it off: “I don’t
think anyone pays attention;” she told the reporter.

The falsely accused voter; Barron R. McCollum,.
was not amused. “They should at least find out 1f I'm
stll considered a felon instead of taking it for
granted,” he told Democracy NC. McCollum said he
didn’t like the fact that Petrou seemed conterned
about voters she thought cheated but not-about
people who filed bogus protests. He was notified
about the preliminary hearing, but the letter arrived
after the meeting bad already begun. The Forsyth
County Board of Elections unanimously dismissed
the protest because it received no eviderice to
substantiate-the aceusations. Petrou told the Winston.
-Salem Journal that the Republican attormey said she
didn’theed to attend the eléctions board meeting.
“My understanding.was that they had all the
information they needed,” she said. “Something fell
through the cracks.”

JOHNSTON COUNTY
Denise Rentz, now chair of the Johnston County

_Repubhcan Party, told Democracy NC she read the

protest via email and authorized attomeys at the

HVIT law firm o sign her name-and submit it on

November 17. She was not sure whether the law

firm'represented the McCrory campaign or NC
Republican Party. The two were “on the same page;
worling together,” she said.

Rentz’s protest is one of several submitted with z
signature and then the initials of a Holtzman Vogel
attorney under the signature. In this case, the initial
are EC, presumably for Erin Clark, although Rentz
said Clark is not the woman she talked with: it may

‘have been Gabriela Fallon, an associate at the firm

who handled protest submission in a-few other
counties.

On November 18, the scheduled day for canvass,
the Johnston County Board of Elections discussed

the protest, read relevant statutes, and made an initial

conclusion that it amounted to a late challenge of the

registration eligibility of four voters based on their

alleged felony convictions, not a protest asserting an
uregulanty or mistake that might influence the
election outcome. One board member said it looked

like an effort “to shoehom challenges that have

passed their deadline into a protest.” Siice the
canvass had to be postponed for other reasons, the

board delayed their decision and eventually

forwarded the protest to the State Board of Elections.

Rentz thought the county board handled:
everything properly and “professionally.” She agreed
that the basic problem was “the lawyers didn’t
submmit the paperwork properly.” She thoughit it was
“too bad” that the county couldn’t do anything to
disqualify the votes, but she understood that four
votes would not have changed the election outcome
at the county level.

Actually, at least one of the four voters.accused of
voter fiaud is-completely innocent. Johnny L.

Benson is 71 years old and has a different middle

mitial from the 48-year-old man serving a felony
sentence, who did not.vote in 2016. Benson says he
votes. “every timie” and used early voting 2016 to

join his wife. He believes the board of elections

should change its procedures so sornebody like him

¢an’t be so easily accused of 4 crime.
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GRANVILLE COUNTY
Floyd Adsit, chair of the Granville County

Republican Party, recalled working with ““a hired gun

‘gut of Virginia” —an attorney named “Steve” — 16
prepare a protest and have it filed. Tonya Bumette,
director of the Granville County Board of Elections,
said she received the protest as an attachment to a
November 17th email from Stevé Roberts of the.
HVIT law firm. The protest accused one voter of
voting while being “adjudged guilty of a felony.”

Bumette forwarded information about the voter to
the county sheriff, who wrote back that a search of
the voter’s name and birthdate established that he
“has not been convicted of any felony charge.”
Adsit told Democracy NC that he mitially “got
informzation from the attomey’ about the voter’s
felony.conviction, but upon receiving a copy of the
sheriffs statement, Adsit immediately sent Burnette
a miemo withdrawing his protest — the same day it
was filed. “I didn’t have reason to-doubt the sheriff.
I know him,” said Adsit. “That was enough for me.”

WAKE COUNTY

Charles Hellwig, now chair of the Wake County
Republican Party, filed three protests that were
emailed to the county board of elections on

November 17 by Gabriela Fallon of the HVIT law
firm. One protestnamed two voters who the courity.

board confirmed died after they cast early ballots.
Amnother protest named three “persons adjudged
guilty of felony™ who cast “invalid ballots™ — except

‘two of the three were obvious cases of mistaken

identity; the innocent voters had family members
with different agés on felony probation.

The third protest listed: 22 individuals accused of

voting in Wake County and in another state in the

November 2016 election. At the prellmmary hearing,

an attorney for the McCrory campaign presented a
spreadsheet with information about the voters and

people with similar pames who supposedly voted in

another state. The spreadsheet included obvious
mismatched names and it listed the majonty of
voters as all voting in Maryland on the same day. By
a 2-to-1 vote, the Wake County Board of Elections
disemissed the protest. Subsequent research
confirmed the bogus quality of the spreadsheet.

Robert Chadwick, who moved to North Carolina
from Virginia, was disturbed to learn he was-on the
list of alleged double voters. “It was.a total shock,™
he said. “Someone just randomly pulled my name

out of a hat and said, ‘That guy cheated.” Tt really

hurt me.” He thought the current proeess makes it
too easy to claim someone committed voter fraud

without any evidence. He added, “Whatever needs to
be done to stop this in the: ﬁiture T think now is the

time to let’s push. this button and make that happen.”

BEAUFORT COUNTY

J oseph Knox volunteered with the McCrory
campaign throughout the summer and fall of 2016,
and at-age 20 he served as the youngest delegate 1n.
the na’tion to the Republican National Convention.
He told Democracy NC that Robert Andrews; state
grassroots director for the McCrory campaign, asked
himi to file a protest being prepared by attorneys and
he agreed. Ern Clark of the HVIT law firm sent the
protest 1o the county board of elections by email on
Saturday, November 19. It listed three voters
“adjudged guilty of a felony” and said their ballots.
should be disqualified.

The Washington Daily Times published the names
of the three voters in its November 22 edition, but
later that day, the county board dismissed the protest.
In a front-page story on November 23, the
newspaper said; “Knox, who wanted [the three]
ballots excluded from vote counts, failed to appear at
the preliminary hedring conducted by the board ™
~ Knox told Democracy NC that the attorney said
he didn’t need to show up at the hearing. When he

learned the protest was dismissed, he notified the

attorney aind was told “they would try-to follow up.”
He didn’t hear anything later fiom the attomey;
meanwhile, he did hear from several friends and
party members who chastised him fornot attending

the meeting. That atfention really bothered him. “T

was between a rock and a hard place;” he said. The
attorneys said he didn’t need to attend to defend the
protest, but the county board “threw it out” because
no evidence was presented 1o back up the "ch,arges.

1t’s déubtful that Knox will jump so quickly to
accuse people of voter frand in a legal document.
That’s good — but it’s a little late for one-of the
people Knox falsely accused and the newspaper
named as possibly linked to voter frand. Sylvester
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D. Ore is not serving a felony sentence and has not
lost hisright to vote. I don’t like it,” he said about
being accused of fraud. “That’s saying I"ve gotten

involved with wrong kind of people. That’s not me!”™

HARNETT COUNTY

B. Carolyn Elmore, vice chair of the Hamett County
Reépublican Party submitted her protest by hand to

the county board.of elections.on November 18, 2016.
‘She accused Michael Conwell of voting while being’

“adjudged guilty of a felony.” The elections staff

investigated the protest and quickly found that
Conwell was not serving a felony sentence. In fact,
his supervised probation for a misdemeanor
copviction had ended; his status with the NC
Department of Public Safety is shown as “inactive”
on its public search site.

‘Elmore didn’t want to talk with Democracy NC
about her protest. “That was five months ago,” she
said. “I*ve put that behind me.” But Conwell is still
unhappy he was falsely accused of voter fraud. “It
was wrong,” he said. “It-should never have
happened.” =

County Protestor Catagory 'b:?;::zr County Protestor Category NG'; Zﬁzr
Alamance. Cartér | Felony Sentence 2 Guilford Porter Deceased 1
Alafnance Carter | Voted2States | 1 Guilford porter | Felony Sentence 8
Alexander |  Sims Deceased 1 Guilford Porter Voted 2 States ‘9

Beaufort Knox Felony Sentence 3 Halifax Myrick | Absentee Fraud ~24
Bertie Terry Felony Sentence: 1 Halifax Myrick | Felony Sentence. I

Bladen Dowless | Absentee Fraud-| ~275 Harpett Elmore | Felony Sentence: 1
Brunswick | Agovino | Voted 2 States 1 Hoke Hartman | Felony Sentence 1
Buncombe | Newton |  Deceased 2 Iredett Corbin |  Detedsed 3
Buncombe | Newton | FelonySentence 1 Jackson Hammond | Felony Sentence 1

Burke Parris Deceased -3 Johriston. Rentz | Felony Sentence. 4
Cabarrus: Kennedy Deceased 5 Lee . Staley | Felony Sentence 1
Cabarrus Kennedy Felony Sentence i Mecklenberg | Brown | Felony Sentence 2
Carteret Ns:}.te?z t Felony Sentence 1 Moore Rowerdink | Voted 2 States. 4
Cleveland Bowland | Felony Seftence 1 New Hanover ,Anc%erson Absentee Fraud -
" Craven | Mischka | Deceased 2 New Hanover 'S?a"f;? ; "] Felony Sentence | 2
Craven Mischka | Felony Sentence. 1 Northampton Dyer Absentee Fraud o
Cumberland | Reinoeh! | Felony Sentence 1 Podie.
Cumberland | Reinoehl | Voted 2'States 7 Orange Kober Voted 2 States 6
Davidsonr yYounts. Deceased 1 Person Wrenn ‘Deceased 1

Durham | Posthill | AbsenteeFraud | 0 Rockirigham |Schoolfield | Voted 2 States 3

Durkiam Pesthill. | Felony Senterice 7 | stokes. McBride | Felony Sentence 1

Durham Posthill | Voted 2 States 17 Wake | Bunn Absentee Fraud 0

Forsyth Petrou Deceased 2 Wake Hellivig Deceased 2

Forsyth Petrou | Felony Sentence ? Wake Hellwig | Felony Sentence 3

Franklin Pearce | Absentee Fraud | 42 Wake Hellwig | Voted 2 States 22

Granville Adsit Felony Sentence 1 Wayre Heath | Felony Sentence 1

Greene Sparks. | Abséntée Fraud ~94 Wayne Heath Voted 2 Siates 1
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NCSBE Report of Investigation

Case Number: 2016-166

Investigator{s): Joan Fleming/Matthew Martucc

Document:  Iriterview Report —lerry Reinoehl on 12/16/2016, 01/03/2017, and
;01/04/2017ﬁelepi10.n1c; '

County(s)- Multiple

Subject(s): November 2016 General Election Protests;

Vater Fraud Allegations/Possible False Statemenits to Affect Election Outcome —
11/08/2016 General Election;

On 12/16/2016, Jerry Reinoch, SR

_as telephonically rontacted by NCSBE Investigators Joan Fleming and
Matthew Martuccl. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing o'f'fici.ai's,_ and the purpose of
the interview, Reinoehl provided the following information: '

Reinoehl is a retired military officer of the U.S. Army, having attained the rank of Major.

Reincehl stated that on11/16/2015, he was contacted by a member of the “legal team” representing
Governor Pairick McCrory and asked if he was willing to.assist their efforts to secure arn election re-
count for McCrory associated with the November 8, 2016 Genéral Election, by filing an election protest.
in Cumberland County.

Reinoeh! was initially telephonically contacted by-Er.ir-rclark-,.eriiar'k@huil;law, 859-854-8974, who asked
if he would be willing to fil2 2 protest to support the McCrory reﬁcount.- Her calt was unsolicited by
Reinoehl, but he was not surprised that he was choesen since he is a registered Republican who
contributed to McCrory's campaign and who is known in his county as @ person wha is very involved in
doing his own research on voter registration-and voter fraud matters. He stated that he sometimes
works on voter registration Issues in concert with Jay Delancy of the Yoter Integrity Project. (VIP}.
Reinoehl stated that he and Delarncy had spoken about the possibility of teaming up with the state GOP
in their voter research efforts.  Clarkand Reinoehl did not discuss. spetifics, but Refnoehl knew there
were protests being filed to support McCrory and that McCrory’s lawyers were likely looking for
someone with “status” in the county to sponsar their protest. Reinoehl explained that by “status” he
meant that he was both gualified to bring a'protest in Cutnberland County as a duly registered voter in
that county, and that he'had a reputation for being active at the county BOE in election matters..
Reinoehl agreed to support McCrory’s lawyer’s efforts and he believed that Clark advised him that
‘someorne would send him the protest documents to sign.

Reinoehl advised that soon after his call with Clark, he received an email with an attachmeént containing
the original protest docuritents. The protést documents already contained all ofthe relevant

infor rnétian.needed tc ﬁle the protest and he was simply asked to sign and retuim. them. He was unsure
as to who sent the documents -to.-_h_im,__in.as_' much as during the protest he believed he also had email
correspondence with others associated with Clark. He identified those additional individuals in an ermail
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sent to the interviewing officials on 12/13/2016, They were: Steven P. Saxe (Holtzman, Vogel, Josefiak,
Torchinsky PLLC), Michael Williams (NCGOP), and Jesse wvoss || TR
Of those individuals, he indicated that Moss may have sent him the original

protest documents. Reinoehl stated he never.spoke with Moss, and he signed and returned the’

documents via email as requested. [investigator’s Note: Reinoehl later corrected his statement to
advise that he incorrectly attributed receipt of the protest documents to' Moss, who was not involved in
the protest request at all. See page 4 of this report. He actually received the protest documents in an
email message received from-Erin Clark on 11/16/2016.]

Reinoehl stated his understanding was that he woutd sign the protest, and “they” (the attorneysfor

McCrory) would attend the protest hearing in Cumberland County at which time they would produce

‘the evidence to.support the claims of voter fraud against the voters named in the protest. He stated

that he did not personally submit the protest documents to the Cumberland County Board of Elections

‘but rather emailed them back.to the legal team. He believed his protest was theréafter submitted to

the Cumberland County BOE by the légal team.

Réinoeht stated that at the time he agreed to help the protest effort by signing the protest documents
he-was led to believe that the lawyers would provide him- with the supporting evidence and would

‘attend the protest hearing with Reinoehl to assist him in presenting the evidence. However, as the date

for the hearingdrew closer {11/21/2016), the legal team failed to provide Reinoeh! with any eviderice to
support the claims of voter fraud contained in his protést. Consequently; Reinoehl began conducting his.
own research out of concern that he would be left tofend for himself hefore the County BOE. He
commented that he has had dealings:with party officials in that past where he has felt that they were
somewhat “sloppy” in'the way they handle their research. Reinoehl continued to try to communicate
with Individuals.at the law firm and the GOP in an effort to obtain the needed facts. He recalled that.on
the Friday before the hearing, he sent an.email message to NCGOP officiats to "p'ut up or'shut up” He
explairied that he was:trying to stress to them that his County BOE would expect to see and hear
detailed evidence to back up the claims in the protest and that without that information the protest
would not survive that scrutiny. He stated that he knows and respécts the members of his board and.
recognized that they would want to see documentation in order to justify not cotinting any votes. [n
response, Reinoehl was told that the lawyers understood what was needed and would be prepared to
present evidence at the hearing. Reinoehl resporided that he had riot seen what they were relyingon as
evidence. He never received any documentation from any of the attorneys, and as a result, he had no
confidence in the protest, did not know what to expect, and felt that he was "left out to dry.”

Reinoehl confirmed that in total, he signed two protests that were prepared by the attorneys, one that
alleged that a voter was 3 convicted felon and the otherthat allegéd_that seven (7) voters had vated in
m,ulﬁpl,e‘ states during the November'8, 2016 efection. In spite of what is indicated in the protest
.docume.nts,'Re,in,o,e,hl",admitted that at the time he was asKed to sign the protest documents, he had no
personal knowledge of any evidence to support the allegations against’ any of the voters named in his
protests.

Reinoehl stated that he signed the protests under the belief that the requestors were lawyers, and as
such fikely had access to information they he did not, including criminal records. He also noted that they
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were in a hurry to get the protests filed béfore the election canvass and he noted there was a senise of
urgency o get his protest.filed. Reinoehl did not know where or How they obtained their information,
and he was never provided with any information as to how they came up with the names of the'voters.

Reinoeh] stated that when he'tried to do his own research onthe double voters he had difficulty since:
he had no information as to what state they voted in otherthan North Carolina. Hestated it'is a “big
country” and he was frustrated that the lawyers never provided him-with any information concerning
the other states involved. Intheend, he was only ablé to verify that one voter may have voted in North.
Carolina and Florida. He stated that through contact with the county BOE; he was able to verify that the
voteriaccused of voting in a convicted felon status was in fact a conivicted felon. Rienhoehl thereafter
discussed his conterns about proper documentation with Erin Clark in an emait dated 11/18/2016.

Reinoehl told the interviewing officials that in his experience, there are often issues of mista ken identity
when comparing voters in'multiple states. Hecited the frequency of encountering “Jr's; 5r's, II's and
HI's”, which can lead to false positives. He recalled that the legal team toid him thathe did not need to
be toncerned since they wouid be at the hearing to present the evidence-for him. In a text message he
received from Erin Clark on Saturday, 11/19/ 2016, he was told that he (Reinoehl) did not need to be
present at the hearing: “You areé not required to attend the hearing: We'should have an attorney in

attendance”

Reinoehi stated that in spite of the above advice from Clark that he did not need to be present forthe
hearing, he felt a.responsibility since it was his protest and he therefore never considered not attending.
The hearing was at 8 AM-on a-Monday, and when Reinoehl-arrived, he looked around thetoom to see if
he saw any unknown faces. He explained that as.a long-timeresident of the county, he knows most
people who attend the BOE meétings, and consequentiy felt he wouid be able to pick out the lawyers.
He stated that the lewyers-did not appear for the meéting and he informed the board chairman that the
legal team he expected to assist with his protést'was not present. Reinoehl thereafter presented the
evidence he had independently found concerning the convicted felon and ene double voter. He
admitted that for six.out of the seven double veters named in his protest hé had ho evidence to present.
He recalled that BOE Director Terri Robertson verified his information that the convicted felon wis still
under_anractive sentence. However, he advised that in the end the board voted two to one to decline
his protest of those two Voters based upon the fact that it would not have any effect on any contest
within Cumbierland County.

After the hearing on 11/21/2016, Reinoe hi contacted Clark via a text rhessage-and told her that the
hearing did not g0 well: “It was lonely without legal assistance...”. Ina subseq_uent_emai[ message sent

o Michael Williams, Steven Saxe, and Erin Clark on 11/25/2016, Reinoehl suggested that they could

appeal the two confirmed cases and they responded that they were “studying” the issue. Reinoehl
sp_'eculated;tha't they failed to-show upfor his hearing becau‘sé theywere focused on other issues in
Durham County, and that when their efforts in Durham County failed, they “folded up and went home?
Reirioeh! expressed dissatisfaction that they never-supported him with the underlying facts to support
his protest. He stated that he {ater learned of a-female individual iri Forsyth County, Linda Petrou, who
was. similarly recruited by McCrory’s attorneys to submit an election protest-and who likewise, wastold
by those attorneys that shié did not need to show up for the protest he‘ari'n_'g. He-stated that unlike
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himself, Petrou-did not appear at the hearing either, and'the Forsyth County BOE dismissed the protest
since there were no individuals preserit to present evidence.

Reinoehl provided the interviewing officials with statements concerning his experience via thrée email
messages on 12/13-and 12/19, which are attached and made a'part hereto. In.an email on 12/13,
Reinoehl stated the following:

“The Legal Defense Team supporting the Governor McCrory election drafted the Cumberland
County protests for my signature and submission. The legal team identified the individuals and | was not
provided any of the infermation used to iderntify those named in the protests wha:may have committed
voting irregularities.

“The legal team was aware of the date, time, and location of the Cumberfand County probable cause
hearing. | was advised there would be legal representation provided with sufficient documentation to
support.a probable cause determination. ‘The meeting was called to-order and | proceeded without
lega! assistance. The legal team did not attend the hearing. [ was not _pmv’ided with any of the
documentation they may have developed to support the protests. | have still not seen anyof their
supporting documentation.”

in.a follow-up interview on 01/03/2017, Reinoehi-was asked if he could confirm that the original protest.
documents he received wete.in fact received from Jésse Moss as initially stated above. Reinoehl was
informed by the writer that Moss appeared to be associated with a film company that makes
documentaries and as such, it seemed unlikely that he would have provided the protest decuments to
Reincehl. Upon review of his messages, Reinoehl advised that be believes that he may have sent copies.
of the protests to Moss during the time that the protest was being worked on because Moss was.
producing a film about the election. He stated that he agreed that it was unilikely that he received the
protest documents from Moss but he could not recall, without further review, wha did serid him the
protest documents. Reinoehl was asked if he has.had time to copy the emails and text messages he
received during the time he was contacted about the protest. He stated that he had compiled them all
and was “ready to hit send” but.decided to corisult with a GOP official before doing so. He stated that
the official advised him that it would not be a good idea for him to provide that information to the SBE
investigators. Reinoehl stated that the individual who provided him with that advice isa GOP “policy
person” and that they do notrepresent him as an attorney. Reinoehi declined to identify the advisor.
Reinoehl was advised that his cooperation in conducting a complete investigation was appreciated and’
that at minimuin he should not destroy the information in his possession since it was fikely that the
investigation will go forward-and the results provided to other governmental agencies: Reinoehistated
that heintended to.provide the information to the writer and has no.plans to obstruct the investigatior:
in any manner. He stated that as a former intelligence officer in the LS. Armiy he understandsthe rieed
for complete information to be provided and he stated he would forward the requested information to.
the writer.

lh-a follow-up interview on 01/04/2017, Reinoehi confirmed that he'in fact receive_d“’cheiorigina'l protest
docurents from Erin Clark and that his-contact with Jésse Moss was not associated with the filing of his
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protest. Reinoehl thereafter provided SBE investigators & 7ip filé containing copies of emails and text.
messages he received from and sent to Erin-Clark.

Copies of the above referenced email messages and associated protest documents are attached and
madé a.part hereto.// :



Exhibit 2.2.2.1 220 of 278

ELF.C'TION PROTEST
Use of this form is required by’ G S. 163-182.9(c)

This forre must be fled with the county board of elections within the timefames set ot in G.S. 163-132.9 (H)(3)-

Plesse print o type your answers. Feel Fee to ust and attach. additional sheets if needed to- fully answer the

questions below. You may also attach sclevant cxuibits and dociunents, Pleasenuwmber the pages of such additional
shests and. attachments.

1. Pull neme-and maifing address 6f person filing the protest

Jerzy Reinoehl, 516 Deerpath Dr., Fayeteville, NC 28311

2. Home and business phone number, fax number, and ¢-mail address.

(910)850-0740, jreinochi@nc.sr.com

‘3. Are you e.ﬂher a Caﬂdldatﬁ* or régistered voter élighhle to vote in the protested election?
If z-candidate, for whau office? '

Regisiered voter

4. Listihe dae, Tocation, ‘and exact patwe of ihe elestion protesied. Name 21 candidates in the election and the
nﬁmbcr &f vores each réceived. Note the wiinning cendidate{s) clected or pomitated.

November 8, 2016 Genersl Flection.. All candidates and ieruee on thé ballot indieated for that alactios.

5. Does this protest itvolve ay afleged error fn vote count or tzbitkation? If so, please explain in detail.

‘Upon veview of exrly voting files from otherstates, it appea.r_sﬁ_lal seven (7) individuals cast ballofs In both North
Caroliva and another state. Castinga ballot in more than one state is a clear vidlation of North Carolina and federal
election laws. Therefore, these ballots were erroacously connted and tabulated by the CUMBERLAND County
Board of Elections.

6. Does this protest imvolve an imegularity of misconduct not deseribed It mumber 5 above? 1f so, please give a
detailed descripBon of such misconduct or imegniarity and naine those who commiited soch aclion

‘Mo, -

7. ‘Please set out all slection Jaws or regulations that you aflege were violated. in. your responses 0.3 or § above.

State how gach violation ocotirred. Please. providethe names, addresses, and. phone nmmbers of those who you aliege
‘comrritiad sach, viniations.

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-82.1

fn violation of the statufes provided for above, invelid ballots were cast by the mllowmg persons known o have
‘yored in ltiple staies:

OLLIE EZELL II, CASTLEFIELD'LN, FAYETTEVILLE, NC 283069676
7, DIONREGINOLD SAMUEL JR, FRENCHORN LN,FAVETTEYILLE, NC 28314-6124
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 ELECTION PROTEST
‘Use cfm'is form i requ‘ire’d I)y"G' 8. 163-1829(c)

5 This form mvst be filed With the county ooard ofelec:mns mthm t:w nmefrmnes set outin G S 163 182.9 (BYD-
':Please print of type, yoln answers. - Feel fiee 0 se and uftach zdditional sheefs iF rieeded t6 ﬁr]ly answer the.

questions below. You ma.y also Hﬂach mcham: cxhﬂ)m and docummts Pfease numbe:r the Pages ¢ of Such addr:lonal
sheets ani asiacnments, v

I. Rﬂl e and maﬁmg address of psrson ‘ilmgthe profest.

JerryRemuehJ,als Deerpaﬁmr Fayettewﬁe,NCE%’lI i ’ -

2. Homs and busiess phone nnmber, f'aé‘c nzpiber, ﬂnd ¢-miil address.

- (910)850-0740, jreinoehi@,n&'méém

3. A.re you cither a candxdate or reg;slﬁred voter chgib’e fo wvoie in the prote.stec{ erecum‘?
If a camdidare, for what office?

Registered voter

4. List the dag, [ocation, and | exact ratine of the clection protested. \Iame all cendidatis.in the slection afid the
: mmme:a of votcs cach recoived. Note the wmmg; mdxdat&CS) Glst:ted or, nommaﬁad,

Nove_me: g ;20]6 General E]_ech_on. An_-cmcﬁam andi isenes on the ballot indieated for fhat election.

% 3. Does this protest mvoivb an allegcd e:ﬁﬂr n vofe.coumt or tabulanon'?’ Ifso please cxp}am fiy detzil.

Upau review of easly voting files from otherstai:m, rtappeam that scven {7} ‘ndividuals cast balloss n both North
Carolina md andther state, Casting 2 ballot in more than ong'siite is 2 clear viokation of Novth Carolins and federa)

clestion Jaws. Thetefore, these ballots were erroneousty connted and tabeleed by the CUMBERLAND County
Board of Eledtons.

6. Does this profest mvolve an fregalariy or miseondyct not déscribed i snmber 5 above? If so, please give 3
detaiteq description of such TRisconduct of iregiianty and name those who cormitted such 2ction.

No. -

7. Please set ot all election Jaws of regalations that yon aliege were viohted n-your responges 1o 5 or 6 above.

State how eacir violation eccirred. leseprqu,the nammes, addresses, and phone atmbers of thase who yor allege
commitisd such vmlahons. "

'N.(;-ng_- Seat, §163-82.1

In violation of the stattes provided for sbove, mvalid ballors were cast by the foliowing persons kuown to have
voted in multiple siates: .

OLLIE EZELL Tf, CASTLEFIELD LN, FAYETTEVILLE, NC 28306-9676
\ DION REGINOLD SAMUEL R, FRENCHORNLN, FAYETTEVILLE, NC 28314-6124
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% WILLIAM AI.E}CANDER BARR TILLAKEWAY DR FAYETTEVILLE, NC 28306~ 5755
V,CI_AY C COLLINS, WADSWORTHPL, FAYETIEVILLE, NC 28311172
JERRY LEVERN HENRY, DIPLOMAT DR, FAYETTEVILLE NC 283046024
BETTY B ADAMS, GRIMES ST, FORT BRAGG, NC 283¢7-2110
MELISSA JILL ROWLEY-KNUDTSON, MARMNERS LANDING DR, FAYETTEVILLE, NC 283060~7466

2. Please provide the names, addresses; and phone numbers-of any witiesies to. any misconduet difeged by you In
this protest, and specify what each witness listed saw-orknows. '

Jerry Reinoehl, 516 Deerpath Dr., Fayetteville, NC 2831 1,(910)850-0740, easly voting files from other states

9. What action do you desire the county board of slections to 1ake in this matter?’

The CUMBERLANYY Connty Board of Elections mast invalidate all ballots for any office whatsoever decmed to'be
cast by persons who voted in multiple states in viplation of state law, as set forth in Sections 5 and. 7, sbove.

10. Do yon comend the allegations set:out by you are sufficient tohave aiffected or czst donbt upon the results of ths
protested election? Ifyour answer is yes, please state the facival basis for your opinict,

Yes. The described ailegations clearly demonstrate that batlots cast by versons who voted in multiple statss, for the
clection held on November §, 2016 in CUMBERLAND County, are Invalid under State law. The invalid bafots tast

by persons whe have volzd in multiple stefes i violation of staicand federal kew, roust not be cowated for any offics
voted,

? ; 11. Haveyou read and reviewed the North Carolina law portaining 1o election protests as set ont in G.S. 163-1829

hrongh G.S. 163-182.14 snd cuwest North Carolina State Beard of Elections regulaiions periazmng th election
profests?

Yes.

12. How many peges of £ additional answer are ttached tothis protest?0
How many pagés of attachmerits are attached? 0

DetefTime Filed with Colmty Board.

'(Eo'be filled out by the cownty board)

NOTE: The county board must provide the State Board with a complate copy of z filed protest withis one business

day after it is filed: Tz addirion, the county board shall provids a copy of the slection andit with this cony of the
Dbrotest:

Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Flections, PO
Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 27611-7255, (919) 733-T1 7,
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ELECTION FROTEST
Vse of this form i réquived by G.8. 163-182. 9(")

Tﬁ;s form mmst be filed with the county baerd of elections within the timeframes st out in G.8, 163-182.9- (b){4)
'Pleasc print-or type your answers. Feel fiee 1o use and attach, additional sheets if needed to fislly answer the

questions belov. You iy also attach relevant exhibits and documents. Pledse namberthe pages of such additional
sheetsand atfachments.

1. Full parne-and mailing addrsss of person Sing the protest.

Yerry Reinoehl, S16 Deerpath Dr., Payettsville, NC 28311

fie

2. Home and business phone number, fax rismber, a0d ezl address.
(O10)850-1740, jreinoehi@anc.ir.com

3. Arg you ether a candidate or TegiserRd  volsr eLglbIe to wvore in the prowsted election?
Ifa candlctatr:, for what oifice?

.chﬁ;tﬁizml vpisy

-4, List the date, location, and exatt. nature of F the elestion protested. Name all candidates in the election and the
number of yotes sach received. Note the vanning candidate(s) elected: or nominated.

Noveraber 8, 2016, General Election. All candidates and issues on the ballet indicared for that election.,

5. Tioes this protest involve an alleged exror T vote comnt or tabularion? Ifeo, Dlease explain i defail

Yes. Upon review of the Northy Caroline. Departuent of Correstions active prisoner and. parole database and ballots
cast for candidetes for this:election, it appears fhat at least one ballot was st by a person adjudged gufity of a
felony agamst fhis State or the United Sistes, or adindged guiliy of 2 feloniy in enother state that aleo vonld be a
fe]ony i & had been commined in this State, and without those perspns having first restored to the rights of
citizenship in the manner prescribed by Taw. Thet cless of persons bot beimg dliowad to vote In this State zs
yrescribed by law, it zppears. that: none of these ballcts are valid under State-law, and a)l of tese bailots were
erroneousty counted and tabulated by the Cimmbertand County Board: of Elections.

6. Dipes this protest involve ap jrrvglarity or riisconduct pot doswibed m nuwaber 5 above? Tf so, please give a
detailed deseription of such misconduet or imegnlarity and name those who committed such action,

. :NG;

7. Please set out all election Iaws o regylations that you allege were violated in yous résponses 10 5 or 6 above.
State how sach. viclation occurred. Please provide the uarmes, addresses, and plons mmnbers ofthose who you allege
sommiited such viclations.

N.C. Gen Stat. § 163-55(2)(2)
N.C. Gen. Sfat. § 163-82.1(c)(2)

In violation of the statutes provided for above, invalid ballots were cast by the following persons adjudged aniltyof
a felony:

3

LT
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Jennifer Louise Brunson, 4706 Needhain, Fayetteyille, NC, 28311

R Pleass provide the names, addresses, and phone. nitmibers of ary witnesses To any misconduct alleged by you in
this protest, and specify what sach wimess listed saw or knows.

Jerry Reivioghl, 516 Deerpath Dr.;, Fayetteville, NC 2831 1, (910)850-0740, Nerth Carolina DEdeTInﬂ'IE of
Corrections active prisoner and parole database

9. What action do yon desire the county boarg of elections To taie in this matter?

The Cimberland County Board of Elections must invalidate afl ballots for any office whatsoever deemed 1o be cast.
by persons. ac}]udt,e;d guilty of a felony In violation of state law, as set:forth in Sections 5 and 7, above.

10. Do you contend the allegations set out by youare sufficient tohave affected orcast doubt upon the resulis of the
protested election? If your answer is yes, please state the factual basts for your opinion.

Ves. The described allegations clearly demonstrate tharballots cast by persons adju&bed goilty of 2 felony, for the
election held on November 8, 20186 in Cumberind County, are invalid mnder State law. The invalid ballots. cast by
persons adfudged grilty of a felony agamg this State or the United States, or adjudsed enilty of a felony in another

state- that also would be 2 felony. if it had been committed i this State; and without thosé persous. having first

restored to the rights of cifizenship in the manper presceibed by law, must not be counted for agy office voted,

1. Have you read and reviewed the Notth Carolina Jaw pertzining to election protes a5 set out in G.S. 163-182.9

throngh G.S. 163-182.14 and cumrenr Nosth Caroling State Board of Ejections regalations perfainipg 1o election
prolesis?

Yes.

12. How tany pages of 2dditiona) answer are atiached to this protest? 0
Howmany pages of attachinents are attached? ¢

Date/Time Filed with County Board

(to be Alled out by the county board)

NOTE: The county board must provide the: State-Board with 2 complete copy of a fHed protest within one business
day after it is Bled. In addition, the couaty bowrd shall provide a copy of the election audit with this copy of the

-protest.

Please direct. any questions to your county board of elections .or the North Carolina. State- Board of Elections, PO
Bosx: 27255, Raleigh, NC 276137255, (919) 733-71 73.
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Fleimina, Joan

YRR
" From: Martucd, Matthew
‘Bent: Tuesday, Decernber 13, 2016 2:49 PM
To: Flerning, Joah; Strach, Kim
Subjeck FW: Cumberland 11-08-2016 Protests - Legal Team Info

Hefe are the names of McCrory's legal tedm involved in this protest:
Matty

—-Original Message——

Frori: jreinoehl@nc.rr.com [mailto:feinoehl@nc.r.comj
Sent: Tuesday, December.13, 2016.2:42 PM

To: Martuech, Matthew <Matthe’w.’l\fiart_ucci'@n(:sbe.gov:-

Ce: reinoehl@nc.rr.com-

Subjett-RE: Cumberfand 11-08-2016 Protests - Legal Feam Info

Sir,,

This is the contact info [ have!

initial: Jesse Mos N i 2! ;roest documents) Exin Clark,

eclark@hvjt law, (859) 954-8974 (follow-up)

({ Post Probable Cause Hearing: Steven P. Saxe, spsaxe@hvit.law; Michael Williams, michael.willlams@ncgop.org

VR,

lerry B.. Reinoeh!

516 Deerpath Dr
Fayetteville, NC 28311
Jreingehl@ncar.com
H: {910) 822-6268

C: (910} 850-0740

w— "Martucci wrote:

> Thank you s6 much.

> | need the names of the legal team?

e

5 —-Qriginal Message——

> Fromi: jreinoehi@nc.rr.com [mailtoijreincshl@nc_r.com]
> Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2016 2:12 PM

> To: Mai‘t_utci,:-Mat’t_h ew <Matthew. Martucci@ncshe.gov>
> Ceojreincehl@ncrr.com.

> Subject: Curnberlahd 11-08-2016 Protests

-2
> Sir,
i >




2.2.1

> The Legal Defense Team. supporting the Governor Lpérory election drafted the Cumberlancgoung prog er my
signature and subrnission. The’ !egal team identified the individuals and' | was not provided aay ¢f the infermation used
to identify those hamed in the protests who may have committed voting irregularities.

=3
> The legal tearn was aware of the date, time, and location of the Cumberland County probabie cause hearng. 1 was
advised there would be legal represantation provided with sufficient documentaion to support a probable cause
determination. The meeting was called to-order and i proceaded without legal assistance. The legal- team did not atténd

the hearing. | was not provided any of the documentatmn they may have develc:ped to stpport the protests. | have still
not seen any of their supporting documentation.
w5

> | performed the research and developed the information presented dufing the probable cause hearing. lnformatlon

from individual BeenVerified reéports; a commercial background chack: subscription service, includes such information as
full name, address history, telephone numbers, relatives arid associates, criminal and: traffic arrest records, and date of
birth, was used to research other pubfic records.

p-d

> On the protest of the voter, Jennifer Louise BRUNSON, NCID [l v o is a convicted felon who had not
completed her sentence and was ineligible to vote. Information was obtained from the NC Départment of Public Safety
Offender Public Information website. During the public hearing, a hoard member examinad the document.and asked the
Director, Ms. Terri Robertson, if she.co-uld'\kerify the felony conviction information. She indicated that heroffice used the
same information sotirce. Had a probable cause de’tei‘minaﬁon been made, | befieved at a formal hearing, if the voter
altended her testimony and signature- compansons ofhea NG voter regrstrat:cm application and the authorizationto

0, she changed her address from:
That change possibly octurred oni
Nov 3 when she voted during early voting and after her felony conviction on Oct4, 2016, Address changes require a hew
voter appiication - paper or electronicas in the case during early voting. She would have signed that application
committing an additional falony by making a false statement.

=S

> On the protest of the seven voters who niay have voted i multiple states.
[

> information presented during the hearing on one of the individuals; Jerry Levern HENRY, NCID [ I

‘demonstrated that he had voted in Florida after voting in North Carofing, not being in woiatlon Of NC law. Learned

afterward that [ was not permitted to access that information on the Florida Department of Elections website, and
deleted alt the files.
Y

> informaticn devaloped on Dion Reginold SAMUEL, Jr, N'CID-22 yearofd may have beert mistaken identity as-
hisfather had lived in Fayetteville at the same address but now lives in £l Paso, TX, but was riever registered to vote in
NC.

-

* Information developed on williamy Alexander BARR, 1i, NCI D_21-year~old may have been misteken identity

as his father has fived in Fayetteville at the same address but is not registered to vote in NC. Could not determine where.
the father was registered to vote.
>

>information developed on Clay €. COLLINS {r), NCID | 2-vear-otd, may have been mistaken identity as his
father Clay C. Coflins (Sr} has the same address as the son but is registeréd to vote in Florida.

p-5

> As mentioned before, the legal team did Aot provide any help, and | did not have sufficient information ro decide on

‘the multiple state voling status'of the remainiing individuals.

-

>

> Thank you for your consid eration of these issues, Jerry B. Reiripeh]
> 516 Deerpath.Dr

> Favetteville, NC 28311



> jreinoehl@nc.rr.com
>'H: (9104.822-6268
i >-C:'[910}-850~0?40
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" From: Martueci, Matthew
Seht: Tuesday, Decernber 13,2016 2:47 PM
To: Fleming, Joan; Strach, Kim
_ Subject: ’ FW: Cumberland 11-08-2016 Protesis a

Hereis the protest file in Cumberland County which was disiissed
Matty

——Original Message——

From: jreinoehl@nc.rr.com [mailtozjreinoehi@nc.r.coml
‘Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2016 2:12 PM

To: Martucci, Matthew <Matthew.Martucci@ncshe gov>
‘Ce: jreinoshl@ncrr.com

Subject: Curnberland 11-08-2016 Protests

Sy,

The Legal Defense Team supporting the Governor McCrory election drafted the Cumberland County protests for my
signature and submission. The legal team identified the individuals and [ was not provided any of the information used
to identify those named in the protests who may have.committed voting irregularities.

The legal team was aware of the date, time, and location of the Cumbertand County probable cause hearing, | was.
advised there would be legal representation provided with sufficient docuthientation to support @ probable cause.
determination. The meeting was called to orderand | proceeded without legal assistance. The legal team did not attend
the hearing: | was niot provided any of the documentation they may have developed to support the protests. | have stil}
not seen any of their supporting documentation.

) performed the research and -deueioped the information presented during the probable cause hearing. Information
from individual BeenVerified reports, a commercial background check sthseription service, indludes suchinformation as
Hull néme", sddress history, telephoneé numbers, refatives and associates, eriminal and traffic arrest records, and date of
birth, was used to research otherpublic records,

O the protest of the voler, Jeanifer Louise BRUNSON, NCID -who' s a convicted felon who had not corpleted
her sentence and was ineligible to vote. Information was ebtained from the NC Department of Public Safety Offender
Public information-wehsite. During the public hearing, a board member examined the documentand asked the Director,
Ms. Tersi Robertson, if she could verify the felony conviction information. She indicated that her office used the same
information sowrce. Had a probable cause determination been made, | believed at a formal hearing, ifthe voter
attended, her testimony and signature comparisons of her NC voter registration application and the authorization fo
vote (ATV) should be a straight forward determination on her gilt of innocence. Also, she changed her address from
N 1 hange:‘possibly occurred-on
Nov 3 when she voted during early voting and after her felony canviction on Ot 4, 2016. Address changes require a new
vnter}a’ppiic'ation - paper or elactronic @s in-the:_t_:ase'd'uring edrly voting. She would have signed that application
comimitiing an additional felony by making a false statement:

Onthe protest of the séven vaters who may have voted in multiple states.



information prasented during the hear’ing_'o_ﬁzgmtpel .rl;)cgiﬂu%l'sgérj Levern HEARY, Ngm%ﬁstratea

thathe had voted in Fiorida ofter voting i North Carolina, not being in viofation of NC law. Learned afterward that | was
not permitted to. access that informatioh on the Florida Depariment of Elections website, and deleted aff the files.

nformation developed on Dion Reginold SAMUEL, _Jr,_NC!D_ 22-year-old- may have been mistaken identity as

his father had.lived in Fayetteville at the same address but now lives InEl Paso, TX, but was never regjstered to vote in.
NC.

Information developed on William Alexander BARR, IMl, NCID [l 21-vear-old, may have been mistaken identity as

his father has lived in Fayetteville at the same address but is not registered to vote in NC. Could not determine where

the fatherwas registered to vote.

Information developed on Clay-C. CEJLLINS_ {ir), NCID -Ig—yearfold; may have been mistakan identity as his.
father Clay C. Collins {Sr) hasthe same address as the son but is registeréd to vate in Florida.

As mentioned before, the legal team did not provm_e-anv help,and [ did not have sufficient information to decide on the.
multipte state voting status of the remaining individuals.

Thank you for your cohsideration of these issues, Jerry B'.- Reinoehl,
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Fleming, Joan _ :

From: Martueci, Matthew

Sent: Monday, December 19, 20756 8:12 AM

To: Fl,erﬁing,,Joan

Le: . Strach, Kim

Subject: FW: Winstan-Salem Journal story on Forsyth protest no-show

~-—-Original Message—-

From: jreinoehl@nc.ir-com [mailtozjreinoehl @nc.rr.com]

Sent: Monday, December 18,2015 8:00 AM

To: Martucci, Matthew <Matthew. Martucc @ncsbé. gove

Cc: jreinoehi@ncor.com

Subject: Winston-Salem Journaf story on Fursyt?* protest: no-shnw

Sir,
Per our discussion Friday, This is the link to the Winston-Salem Journal afticle on the Forsyth election protest.

http/ foeww journalnow.com/news/elections/ Eocal{'re!on voter—protes* -falls-on-no-show/article_6c53cd8a-18d1-5757-
oct6-b18dbaal’33eb.hitml

"An election protest alleging that two felons were allowed to cast baiiotﬁ in Forsyth County was rejected Tuesday
morning when the person filing the protest and the two affected voters: failed 10 appear at a hearmgm front of the
Forsyth County Board of Elections.”

"Linda Petrou, the Vice chairwoman of the Forsyth County Republican Party, who filed the protest last week; said a GOP
attorney giving her advice had told her it was not necessary for herto show up for the hearing.”

VR, :
Jerry B. Relinoehl
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Felon voter protest fails on no-show

By Wesley Young Winston-Salem Joumnal  Nov 22, 2016

An election protest alleging that two felons were allowed to cast ballots in

Forsyth County was rejected Tuesday morning when the person filing the

protest and the two affected voters failed to appear at a hearing in front of
the Forsyth County Board of Elections.

After waiting for more than 10 minutes past the start of the 9 a.m. hearing,
the three-member elections board unanimousty agreed that without anyone

presenting evidence there was no way to sustain a challenge to the votes by

the two alleged felons.

The protest was dismissed and the ballots cast by the two voters were to be

counted.

Linda Petrou, the vice chairwoman of the Forsyth County Republican Party,
who '_ﬁled the protest last week, said 8 GOP attomey giving her advice had
told her it was not necessary for her to show up for the hearing.

“My understanding was that they had all the information they needed,”
Petrou said. “Something fell through the cracks.”

The GOP has filed multiple election protests across the state in the wake of
a photo-finish outcome in the contest for govermnor.

Incumbent Pat McCrory, the Republican, trailed Democratic challenger Roy
Cooper by only 6,154 votes statewide as of around 7 p.m. Tuesday, as
counties counted provisional ballots and tried to wrap up their canvass of
the 2016 election.
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Cooper easily carried Forsyth County in unofficial results posted on
Election Day, and as more provisional ballots and other ballots were
counted on Tuesday he padded his lead.

Results are still unofficial in Forsyth County because some 1,100

provisional ballots remained uncounted at the close of counting Tuesday
evening. The county elections board will meet at 10 a.m. next Wednesday
and try to wrap up the official canvass of the 2016 election.

As of the close of counting on Tuesday, Cooper had 99,398 votes in Forsyth,
an increase of 330 over his previous total and 1 773 over his count in the
immediate aftermath of the election.

McCrory’s total in Forsyth stood at 73,380 with the close of counting on
Tuesday, an increase of 204 votes over his previous tofal and 1,236 votes
over his initial tally right after the election.

The bottom line was that in Fersyth County, Coeper had increased his

margin over McCrory by 537 votes with the counting of absentee and
provisional ballots since Election Day.

On Tuesday, the elections board approved fully counting 359 provisional
ballots, partially counting 115 provisional ballots and disapproving 264
provisional ballots.

The board also added in some 137 absentee ballots that had been initially
disallowed or had questionable date stamps, bu’t,later determined to be
valid.

Aprovisional ballot is given to someone when voter registration
mformation isn’t found or if there is some other problem such as a record
that the person had already voted or that someone had gone to the wrong
precinct. Fach provisional ballot is individuaily sealed in an envelope.
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Inthe days afier an election, election officials go through the provisionals
and see if they can find the correct voter information or otherwise
determine whether or not the ballot should be counted..

PARTY TRAYS FOR ANY OCGASION! |

50 Miller Strest |
Winston-3alam, NC
336-454-71¥6 |

On Tuesday, the elections board dealt with seven provisional ballots cast in
cases involving people who apparently tried to vote twice or ity soineone
else’s name.

The elections board compared voter signatuges to see if the signature on
the voter registration card matched any of the signatures given when
people voted. The casesall involved people casting a ballot in early voting,
then showing up later to vote and being told they had already voted. The
second-visit voters were allowed to cast provisional ballots.

On Tuesday, only two of the seven double-vote provisionals were approved,
with the corresponding early-vote ballots for those voters removed from
the tally. In the other cases, the provisional was tossed and the early votes
allowed to stand.

The majority of the partial provisionals counted on Tuesdaywere cases in
which a voter cast a ballot out of his precinct, and rather than.go vote at the
proper precinct chose to vote where he was with the ballot available. That
meant votes cast In some coniests wouldn’t count, since different precinets
have a different mix of contests on the ballot.
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But there were also 22 voters who apparently got the wrong ballot type
through human error.

A point of controversy on the elections board on Tuesday had to do with
fotirahsentee ballots that were hand-delivered to the elections office. A
worker is supposed to mark when the ballotwas received, since it has to be
brought in by 5 p.m. on Election Day. By error, that was not done.

The elections board voted 2-1 to disaliow the four ballots. Fleming El-
Awin, the sole Democrat on the elections board, argued to accept the

ballots, but the Republican majority voted to disallow the ballots because it
could not be proven they were brought in on time.

wioung@wsioumal.com (336) T27-7569 @wyoungWsj

Wes Young

More Elections News

.+ McCrory signs controversial Senate GOP elecfions, court bilf, presented wfth_:_HB 17

- Gov.-eglect thieatens court action against GOP move to imit his powers

~ Fourth special session called 1o eonsider other hilis: disaster ralief bill clears {egisisiure
+ Trumnp's nationat security adviser shared secrefs without permission, fles show

« Sources: Permy for energy secretary; Kanye West visiting Trump tower

- Reaction to Cov. Pat McCrory's condession speech reflects entrenched positions by supporters and
crtics

- Pat M&Crory concedes, calling élection NC's closést govemor's race in modem history
» Green Party switches strategy in Pennsylvania recount bid
« ‘Durhan begin recounts; Bladen protest denied

- Durham resount in govemor's race ordered t be done Monday night
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Fleming, Joan

From: Flemmg, Joan

Sent AM

To: 3

Subject: RE: Cumberland 11-08-2016 Protests - Legal Team Info .~ Update

Thank you ,l"erry;_ Should I expect to see copies of the email messages regarding your protest any time soon? Also, since
Mr. Moss was not the person who supplied the protest-documents to yob, are you able to identify the persor who did

_provide them?

Thank you for your candor and cooperation in this matter.
Joan

oan M. Fleming, CFE/Chief Invastigator
North Carolina State Board of Elections

441 N. Rarrington Street

Post Office Box- 27255

Raleigh, NC 27611

919.715.1792 office | 9198.715.0135 fax
www_ncsbe gov

Email correspondence to and from this sender is subject to.N.C. Public Records law, and may be disclosed to third
parties. Thisemail transmission and information contained herein, including dny attachments hereto, are confidential,
interided only for the recipienit(s) designated above, and may £ontain information that is legally privileged, attorney
work product, or exempt from disclosure under apphcab[e law. Ifyou have received this emall inerror, or are notthe
named recipient(s), 'your zre hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this email and the
information contained heréin is strictly prohibited. In that event, please immediately notify the sender and delete the

original message, as well gs any attechments, permanently and |mmed|atﬂ-!y

~—Original Message-—-—

Fiom

Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2017 7:52 AM

To: Fleming, Joan <loan Fleming@ncsbe gov>; Martuced, Matthew <Matthew Martucci@ncsbe:govs.

Subject: RE: ¢ ort -U8-2016 Protests- Legal Team info - Update.
Ms Fleming,

A clarificationon the POC Information.

jesse Moss was not involved in any of the Jegal aspects ofthe protestsand I should not have included tiis information.
Jesse Mossisa reportﬂr/researcher for American Issues out of New York. They were {arg) producing a documentary on
NC voting, His team has performed videg mterweWs taken wdeo of this and bther Cumberfand hearings; and taken

g
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video of Cumberland early voting. | providec_E;ith)Qiif'ga'ztzh;lhai afF.; public do::m, @ﬁr%&me-

background for their preparation for the Nov 21, 2016 election protest probable cause hearing. They taped this hearing.

VR,
ry B. Reinoehl

— jreinoeh!@nc.rr.com wrote:

= 51F,

-3

> This is the contact info 1 have:

. .

> Initial: Sesse Moss [ RN
S oiginal protest documents) Erin Clark, eclark@hvijt.Jaw,

* (859) 954-8974 {follow-up)

- .

> Post Probable Cause Hearing: Steven P, Saxe, spsaxe@hvitJaw; Michael
> Williams, michaelwilliams@ncgop.org o

? . :

> VR;

> Jerry B. Reinoehl:

>

¥ — "Martucc wrote:

> > Thank yourso much.

> > | need the names of the legal team?

i . .

> > —Original Message-—

>> From; jreinoehl@nc.rr.com [mailtozjreinoehi@nc.rr.com}
>3 Sent: Tuesday, Decernber 13,2016 2:12 PM

> > To: Martucti, Matthew <Matthew. Martucci@ncsbe.gov>

> Cc: jreinoehl@nc.ricom

> > Subject: Cumberfand 11-08-2016 Protests

>

>8Iy,

> >

> >The Legal Defense Team supporting the Governor McCrory election drafted the Cumberland County protests for my
signature and submission. The legal team identified the individuals and ! wasnot:provided any of the information used
to-identify those named in the protests who may have committed votingirregularities.

>

> > The legal team was aware of the date, time, and location of the Cumberiand County probable catise hearing. 1 was

-advised there would be legal representation provided with sufficient dociumentation to support a probable ca use

determination. The meeting was called to order and | proceeded without legat assistance. The legal team did not attend



e

the hearing, | was not provided any ofthe damt%liﬁz{x%yzmg developed to _sup;gﬁlza ;ﬂfés%?f&rést’iﬂ

‘hot seen any of their supporting documentation.

>

5> | performed the research and devpioppd the information presented during the. probable cause hearing: Information

from individual BeenVerified reporis, a commercial background check subscription service, includes such information as.
full name, address history, telephone numbers, relatives and associates, criminal and traffic arrest records, and date of
birth, was usad to résearch other public records.

> ‘ _

> >On the protest of the voter, Jennifer Louise BRUNSON, NCID [l who is a convicied #élon who had not
completed hersentence and-was ineligible to vote. Information was obtained from the NC Department of Public Safety

Offerider Public Information website. During the public hearing, a board member examined the document and asked the

Director, Ms; Terri Robertson, if she could verify the felony conviction information. She indicated that her office used the.
same information source. Had a probable cause determination been made, | believed at a formal hearing, if the voter
attended, her testimony and signature comparisons of her NC voter registration application and the authorization to
vote {ATV) should be a straight forward determination on her guili or innocerice. Also, she changed her address from

at change possibly occurred on
Nov-3 when she voted during early voting and after her felony conviction on Oct 4, 2016. Address ehanges require a new
voter-application - paper or efectronic as in the case during early voting. She would have signed that application
comraitting an additional felony by making a false statement.

o _ _

>>0n the protest of the seven voters who may have voted in multiple states.

>

> = Information presented during fhe.hea ring snone of the individua Is, Jerry Leverny HENRY, .NC_ID._
denonstrated that he had voted in Florida after voting jit North Carolina, not being in violation of NC [aw. Learned
afterward that 4 was not permitted 1o access that information on the Florida Department of Hections website, and
deleted ali the files.

>>

>> Information developed on Dion Reginold SAMUEL, Ir, NCID [l 22-vear-old may have been mistaken identity

as his father had lived in Fayetteville at the same address but now livesin El Paso, TX, hut was never registered__to';voté' T
NC..

=

> Information developed on William Alexander BARR, i, NCID [ 22-vear-oid, may have been mistaken
identity as his father has lived in Fayetteville 2t the same address but is not registered to:vote in NC. Coutd not
determiine where the father was regisiered to vote.

- -

>:> Information developed on Clay C. COLLINS (Jr), NCID [l 18-vear-old, may have bean mistaken identity as his
father Clay C. Collins (Sr} has the same address asthe son bitt is registered te vote in Florida.

- 4

> > As mentioned before, thi legal team did not provide any help, and | did nothave Squ“uent information to decide on
the multiple state voting stalus of the remaining individuals.
>3

LI
> > Thank you for your consideration of these issues, Jerry B. Reinoeh!
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Fleming, Joan

VR

From: I

Sent: ‘Wednesday, January 04,2017 2716 PM

To: ‘Fleming, Joan; Martucdi, Matthew

Ce

Subjeck ! Cumbertand 11-08-2016 Protests - Background

Attachments: Cumberland_County.11-8-2016. Reinoeh|_Election_Protest documentszip renamed

‘Ms. Fleming,

The attached zip file indudes the folfowing db:_:um ents relevant to my tontact with the McCrory Legal Defense Team apd
athers pertaining to the Cumberiand County élection protests that | filed.

Per our discussion, | will retain the original ematls, messages, and other information and data used to support the:
protests.

‘Zip File Directory:

201611161824_eémail_SUBJ_Cumberland_County._Protest Erin_Claik_to_Jery _Reinoehl_w_enclosures
201611170616_emait_SUBJ_Cumberland_County_Protest-

signed_doecuments _attached_JBR_to_Erin_Clark_w_enclosures.

201611270940 _email_SUBJ_Cumberl and_County. Protest-signed_documen ts. attached Erin_Clark _to JBR
201611181510_email .SUBJ_preliminary_hearing_IBR_to_Terri_Robertson_Cumberland_BoE_CC_Erin_Clark
201611181549 _emaif_SUBI_Cumberand_County_Protest-Prelininary Hearing-Going_to_need_help_IBR_to_Erin_Clark
201611250850_email_SUBJ_Cumbesland_County Protest Erin_Clark to. JBR-Michael Williams-Steven Saxe
201611250851_eriail_SU BJ_Cumberland_County_Protest_JBR_to_Michael Willarms-5teven_Saxe-
Erin_Clark_w_enclosures

Cumberiand_County_BoE_votes_2-1_to_dismiss_complaints_Andrew_Barksdale FayG_20161121
Cumberland_Reinoehl: {Felon)_signed_undated

Cumberland Reinoehl (Interstate Voter) signed undated
Fayetteville_resident_fites_2_election_protests_with_help_of_McCrory_carmpaign_Andrew_Barksdale FayQ 201617118
NC_11-08-2016_Cumberland_JBR_Protest_Phone-Message logs 20170108

'

Jerry B. Reinoehl

=t
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Date: Friday, November 25, 216 8:51 AM

rrow: [

Tox Michaet Williams <riichagl willams@ncgop.ofg>, Steven P. Saxe <spsate@hvit law>
Ce: Erin Clark <edlarkg@hvitlaw=, Ireinoehi@nc.rr.é;om

Subject:  Re: Gumberand County Protest
Sirs,
Baligwe the Cumberland Bof should have considexed each protest separately,

Recommend you advise on an appeal on the protest for the felon votsr but let's
not plursue the protest on the out of stzte voters.

The Chalzman's motion for a probable cause finding For the grouped protests did
not recedve a second and thus died without-action. As we have now Seen Marc
Burrizs, NC State BoE IT managér, found 389 felons who voted in this election,

During the hearing, the Secretary {(Rep) Kevin Hight, remarked [quote from
axtlcla] "the complaints raised ssrious questions about sope voters that should
be investigated, put he didn’t think Reinoanl had shown enough evidsnee o
warrant & foll-blown hearing.®

Very confnsing on how Kevin Hight tolld believe there ig an isste of such
concern to send to the state zor_lnv&:stngat:.on apd yet fails to second the
motion on a probable caiize motion reguiring a much lower burden: of progf and
permlcLlng a vote.

Atroched ig the information’ on the felon vober, Jennifer Touise. Brunson, HGID
F- whith was provided during the pinhablé caude hearing. At » Formal
earing; if the voter attended, her testimony with the attzched dorument and
signature comparisons of heyx NC voter registration application and the
anthorization to vote (ATV) should be a straight forwerd determination on her
guilc or innocence. Mso she has changed her address from 4706 Needham It ko
1847 Baywood Dr. That change possibly ocourred on Nov 3 when she voted c,,u__*ng
early voting and after her felony convicbimn on Oct 2, 2016, Address changes
Tequire a new voter dpplication - paper or electronic as in the cage during
early voting. Ske wonld have signed - tiiat application commitiing #n additional
felony by making & false. statement. See atbached voter application form.

This iz the link to iHe Payekbteville Obsexver story. hetp://wwi.Eaycbserver -com/
news;" loce_lfcur&)e*land CDU"lt'y-Doa“'d“D‘F‘-e}.ECtlOIlS-VOtéS—--FO"dlsmlsQfal‘i' icle cSele:
80E-00bd-5pB4-2952-024ad0ds 3512 .heml

The second protest were al.l.egau,a.ons that saven voters had also veted in another
staca. Informition I presented Juring che hear J.n.g on one of the individuals,

Jerry Levern HENRY, NCID _ Aemorstrated that he had. vored im Florida

after be vobed in North Carolina, not being in- viplation of NI law. Learned

afterwazd that I was oot permitted Lo access tkat information on Che Florida
Departuent. &f Elections website, and deleted all the: files.

Infermar inn developad on Dion Reginold samuel Jr, NCID -1_,- 2z yeai-old may
have peen mistaken i8gnticy as his father has lived in Fayebrawilie at the sams
addrsss but now lives in Bl Paso, TX, but was never registersd to vote in NC.

Informetion developed on wiiliem Alexander 2arr 11r, ncTo [ = year-old,
may have baen mistaken. :\.d:a.nt‘.z.t:v 25 his fathrer hes lived in FayetLaville ac the
same address bur is not registered to vor2 in NO. Could nét dateviine whers rhs
Eather was registered to vote.

Information developed on Clay C. Collins {Jr), NCID _ 18 year-cld, may
have been mistaken identity as his father Clay ¢. Collins (Sr) has the same
address as the son bub is . regiscered toe vots in Florida.

s%d Eleclion P‘G

12Rusisis
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VR,

Jerry 2

Reinoshl

-+-~ Erin Clark <eclarkehvit.laws wrobe:

> Jerry.

> _

» T have Cased my colleagues, Steve Saxe & Michasl Williams, who are still in
NC. sSteve and Mike, Jerry is our protestor in Cumberlamd Commty. The county
‘boa denied some of our profests. I will let Jerry £ill you in on the details
and yout all can decide if we want to appeal. Jervy, thadks so much f£dr all of
your halp! : -

7 :

Srin

.
>
5
»

B Jennifer_Louise_BRUNSON_NC_DPS_Offender_Public_Info_NOTARIZED 20161119.pdF

8: NC_BOE_Voter_Registration_apolication: (English). 08W _version112015.pdf

e
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NOTE- Appareintly deleted original this emaﬁl which was recsived befors
¥riday, Nov 25, Z01l6 &t 8:51 AM '

-n-- Brin Clark <eclarkehvit.laws wrote:

> Jerry, i

=

> I have Cc:ed my colleagues, Steve Saxe & Michael Williams, who are still in
NZ. Steve and Mike, Jerxry is our protestor in Cumberland. County. The county
boe denied some of ouy¥ protests. I will let Jerry £ill you in on the details
and you all can. decide if we waul to appeal. Jerry, thanks se wuch for all
of :

your helpt

=

= Exin

>

%
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Date: Friday, November 18, 2016 3:49 PM
To: . Ern Clark <eclark@hvitlaws

Subject  Re: Cumberand County Protest - Preliminary Hearing - Gaing to need help.
Ms. Clark,

I have observed this Climberland County Board of Eledtiens in action many times:
‘The ‘Chair (Rep) is a Assrt DR, Secretary {Rep}, a teacher, and Member {Dem) is
also a lawyer I consider the two Rep ‘membels £0. be- friends and am in no way.
;questlonlng their judgement. They are just very tough on all voter challenges, T
appreciate the Board allowing the oPportun;ny o support the charges during a
preliminary hearing. They could have just tossed the protests out without
COMMEnt -

I am not: an Attorney. The prellmlnavy hearing is where they expect the accuser
to present Sufficient evidance to support a propable causa determinaticn of the
protest. While some counties may apply “relaked" stcandards in inteérpreging the
law, chis board is goes to the extrsme and I believe sometimss may apply an even
strictex lnterpretatlon Than what may be nacessary to obtain a convigtion in a
eriminal case. I recently submitted several votér registration ck hallenges and
pr0v1ded at, the prel mlna?y hearing notarized documentation that one believed
was sufficient Eor a probable cause determination. They want into closed
sessicn, with the result being to toss out my challenges without any discussgion
or explamavion. I helieve it was because they did not Tike the manner ih waich
the notary certified the documents. One of my tolleagues has submitted thousands
of challénges, and the process has often been & troubling experience to comply
with rheir unicue 1dlosyncra51es,

el A

They are genéerally wwilling to have a conversation ox negotlaulon It is pLt up
or shut up time. One gavel rap and they ‘will adjourn tha meeting and walk out.
-On Monday, if ghese challengés are going to be successful, we will have to
‘provide strong documentary evidence supporting the protﬂscs- T den't know what,
if anv, wésearch thes ZoE staff will pexform on the challengés to assist a
determination. For wvorer challefiges they normally just verify the voter
information and make the reguired notifications. They don't do investigations
and curnm that responsibilithover ta othars.

Today s auvdience included the Dirsctor of the local NBACP, and aboub half-dozen
local Dem paer'DIflClalS and the liberal medfa. As you know ‘the Dems will
raise hell . There was some GOB representatlon

Link to today's Fayeiteville Observer story:
http;//www.f&ydbservér-com[news/localjfgyettevi;Le«rgsideﬁtéfilEs+electio;-prote
sis-with-help-of-mocrory-campaign/article 588deep3-41sa~5F15-b8ac-07ashlaica?? b
-Eml

vz,
Jearry B. Reinoeshl

2 gk ---~ Brin Clark ceclarvk@hvit.laws> wrote:

%. > Thank yOu Jercy! T will submit ihe scanned versions to Curberland County via
email.

b 122012016 16-
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% Date: Thursday. November 17, 2016 at 6:16 AW )
> To: Erin Michelle Clark ceclark@hvit.lawceclarkahvic.lawss

..Sub.j.ect:-.'Re_ < cu.mberland Louwity Protest - signed documents attached
Ms . Clark,

Si_gned copies attached as reguasted.

I will retain o_riginal documents awalting your instructions.

‘_v-::

Taz

VYV YV VYV oY Y

-Jeriy B. Reinoehl

» ~--- Brin Tlark ‘:ecl'azk@hvjt._lawceciark@hvj.t.law_>_> wrote:

> Mr. Reinoshl,

> T am an attomey for the NC GOP, thank you. £or vour willingness co file the
artached protests. If you ablé, please sign under line 12 on the protests,
Scan, and email back to me. I will then. fileé with the county. Plaase let me
know 1f you have any guestions, my cell is 859-954-8974.

» Thank vou again,

> Buin

>

xé

8
[a)
S
]

17205018 14
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Date: Friday, Novernbsr 18, 2016 3:10 PW

To: Terri Robeiison <trobertson@co.cimberand.ne us>
Co: -ec!'aﬁf_@hvjtiaw. jréincehi@nc.mcom

Sibject:  Re: preliminary heanng
Ms. Robertson,

Thank you. We will be ready.

VRI

__Reingeohl

-—-- Terri Robeértson <trobertscneco.cumberland. nc.uss wroteé:
Monday 8:00 AM

Terri Robertsocn, CERA
Diracror of EBlections

227 Fountainhead Lane Ste 101
- Fayetteville NC 28301
910-678-7733 PHoné.

93 0-678-7738 Fax

- [countyboe]

T Y I L 2 N R

Records Law and may be disclosed to third perties.

trobertschgco. cumberland.nc us<trobertson®od . cunberland .ne hgs

AlL corresponderice to and. from this address may be subject te the MO,
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Date: Friday, November 18, 2016 1:51 PM
Erony: Terti Robertsen <trobertson@co.cumberiand.ne:us>

.

Subject:.  preliminary hearing
Monday 8:00 Al

Terri Robertson, CERA
Director of Elections

27 Fountainhzad Lane Ste 161

Fayetreville NC 28301

910-678-7743 Phone

910-678-773BFax
troberfsen@co.cumberiand.nc.us-

«3 2 Cumberland
| Cﬁufmt_yfﬁi

Bosrd of Elections

s:/iwebmail ne.rr.com/do/mail/messa c[preﬁévt‘?r_#ld#?fccﬁonﬁ_?m

‘Exhibit 2.2
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All corespondence to and from this address may be-subject to'the N.C.-Public Records Law and may be disciosed to third parties.
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Date:  Thursday. November 17, 2016 9:40-AM
From: Erin-Clark <eclark@hvitlaw>

.

Subject: Re: Cumberland C'ounfy_ Protest - signed documents attached -
Thank you, Jerry! | wilk stbmit the scanned versions to Cumberland Courity via email.
rrorm I

Date: Thursday, November 17, 2016 at 6:16 AM
To: Erin Michelle Clark <eciark@hvjt.laws

c- A

Subject: Re: Cumberiand County Protest - signed documents attached

Ms! Clark,
Signed copies attached as requested.

1 will retain-original docurments awalfing your instructions.

'\/R__.

— Erin Clark <eclark@hvit laws wrote:
Wr. Reinoehl

46

ace/preview?

of

msgld=Election_Prc

278

| a &n attorney for the NC GOP; thank yott for your willingness 1o file the aitached protests. If you abie, please sign under line 12
on the proiests, scan, and email back tome. | will then fite with the county. Please let me know i you have any questions, my ceft

is 859-954-5974.
Thank you:again,
-Erifi;

TAUNI01A 16
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Dater Thirrsday, November 17, 2016 6:16 AM

Fo: Eiin Clark <eclark@hvit.law=

Stbject:  Re: Cumberiand County Protg—;st" - gigned documents attached

Ms. Clark,
signed coples attached as requested.
I will xetaip original documents awaiting your instructions.

VR, :

Jerry B. Reinoehil

--=- Brin Clark <eclarkBhvit.laws wrote:

> Mr. Reinoshl, -

> :

» I am 2o attomey for the NC GOP, thank vou for Your willingmess to filg the
attached protests. 1 vou.able, please sign under line 12 on the protvests;
gean, and email back to me. I will then file with the county. Please let e
know: if you have any questions, my cell is 959-954-8974.

- -1
o+

: s> Thank you again,
i > Brin

8} Cumberland_double_voter JBR_signatire 20161117 .pdf

8} cumberla nd_felo mfotér-__JBR_s;'gpa'tgre;an 61117.pdf

-t
_\e"""‘rh"' .

1 0f1 12/2012008 165
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Dater. Wednesday, Noverber 16, 2016'6:24 Pi
From: Erin Clark <eclark@hvjt.law=
Subject: Cumberland County-Protest

Mr. Reinoehl,

.am an atiorney for the NG GOR, thank you for your willingness to file the attached protests. i you able, please sign under fine 12
on the-protests, scan, ahd email back to.me: | will then file with the county. Please let me know if you havé.any questions, my cell
is.B59-954-8974. '

Thank you again,

Erin
B} cumibertand_double voter.doc

& Cumberland_félonvoterdoc

. 1A PAIA TS .
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“hitp:fhwvw Tayobserver.com/névws/local/cumberand-county-board-of-glections-votes—to-
dismiss/article ¢561¢80f-00bd-5b84-a2952-024ad0d63512.htmi

v

Cumberland County Board of Elections
votes 2-1 to dismiss complaints

. By Andrew Barksdale Staff writer
. Nov 21, 2016

Andrew Barksdale

Jerry Reinoeht giving sworn testimony befare the Cumberland Gounty Board of Electrons.
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The Cumberiand County Board of Electioris has disregarded two elaction protests prepared by
Republican Gov. Pat McCrory's campaign legal team.

At a preliminary hearing Moriday morning, the Republican-controlled board voted 2-1 to dismiss the
complaints alleging that eight county voters who cast ballots in the Nowv. 8 election were ingligible;

the.complaints argued their votes should be excluded in final county tabulations.

The disrnissal foﬂows similar complaints tossed out by other election boards around the state that
were lodged by McCrory, who is unofficially trailing Democratic challenger Roy Cooperby about
6 B00votes in the QQVemofs race, according to staie refums.

McCrory, who was.in Fayet‘evﬂfe on Monday for a gathering of his Matthew Recovery Commmee

has not conceded the race, and he may ask-for a recount after the state ﬁnailzes thefotals by next
week.

"We: lock forward fo the State Board of Elections reviewing all of the protests on appeal,” Russell
Peck, McCrory’s campaign manager; told The Fayetteville Observer in an email Monday. "The state

board has more access io more information, and more resources to.help resolve the meritsiof the
protests than any county board.”

The Cooper campaign said his iead has grown fo about 8,000 votes after courities finished counting
absentee and provisional baliots last week: On Monday, Cooper namad the people who will lead his
transition team fo become the state's next govemor in-January.

The two Cumbertand County election protests were signed by Jerry Reinoehl, a. reglstered
Republican and Fayetteville resident. He told the board he thought.a McCrory lawyer wouid join him
Monday, but he-was alone as he sat across from ffie three board members o .answer questions.

Harvey Raynor, the board's fone Democrat, asked Reinoehi 1f the disputed baliots would change the
outcome of any locat race.

"I don't know whether they will be, because this is part of a statewide process,” Reinoehl said. .
Raynor pressed him further: Would his complaints change any of the results i this county?

"The answer is they wouid not affect any o_f't'h_é local-contests in Gumberland County,” Reinoehl said.

Kevin Hight, 2 Republican on the board, s&id the complaints raised-sérious questions about some

voters that should be investigaied, but he didn't think Reinoehl had shown enough evidénce to-
warrant a fui-blown hearing.

Raynor and Hight voted fo dismiss, with James Baker, the Republican chairman of the elecions
boaid, vofing in dissent. Baker said Reinoehl had ret the statutory threshald of having enttigh
prefiminary evidence, cailed probable cause, fo warrant a full hearing.

"It was hot a frivolous issue,” Baker said afterward. "There was something there.”

One complaint alleged a felon illegally casta baflot, and the other protest claimed seven voters

Tegistered in this county aiso voled in other stales forthe generai"elecﬁdn.

On'Monday, the-Cumberiand County Board of Elections wrapped up a third day fo finish- counting

‘about 2,700 provisional ballots; of those, 1 1889 were disapproved for & variety of reasons.

The: courity board is set to hold the voter canvass at 4 pm. Tuesday to make the results official and
report them to Lhe siate.

Siaff writer Andrew Barksdale can be reached at barksdalea@fayobserver.com or 486-3565..
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{ http:/ /www fayobserver.com/news/local/fayetteville-resident-files-election-protests-
' with-help-of-mccrory-campaign/article_988deeb3-416a-5f15-bbec-07a4blafcad7 il

fo favo

Fayetteville resident files 2 election
protests with help of McCrory campaign

. By Andrew Barksdale Staff writer
Nov:18; 2016

DEeTVeY

. Fite photo

Jery Reinoehl, then a Cily Council candidate, participates i a forunt in 2013.

Wﬂh the help of Gov. Pat McCrory, a Fayetteville resident has filed two electioh protests alleging
eight peopie should not have cast ballots in‘what has become a contentious and’ protracted election.
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Jerry Reinoeh! signed the protest: forms, which were prepared by the McCrory campaign’s legal team-
as part of a broader strategy fo delay the final fabulation of the Nov. 8 election results until
guestionable ballots ¢an be scrutinized in the stili-undecided governors race,

The two local protests allege that one felon voted and seven county residents voted in multiple
states.

"The legal team 'is the one that did the research,” said Réinoehl, 5.71-yea r-.old'registered Repubiican

and retired Army major. "They havethe tools”

The Republican-controlied Cumberland County'Board of Elections agreed Friday by a 2-1 vote along

party lines to hold a prefiminaty hearing Monday at-8 a.m. to detennine if there is-any merit to the
complaints. .

‘Similar efection protests were ﬁ!e_c{.In more than half of the sta%efs 100 counfies Thursday on behalf
'of thie Republfican firsi-term governor, who is frailing Pemocratic challenger Roy Ceoper by & thin
‘margin but fas not conceded the race.

The govemnor's campaign spokesman, Ricky Diaz, said more than 80 counties havé postponed their
canvassing-meetings untif next week. Thie meetings were supposed 1o have been completed Fﬁday;

"Roy Cooper is making presumptuous statemients based on piecemeal results from a handful of

Democrat-leaning counfies in ordér to deflect atiention away from serious voter fraud coricetns that

are emerging across the s*tate_ Diaz said i a.staternent Friday.

In & conferénce media call Friday aftemnoon, Marc Efias, who is a Cooper campaign lawyer, said the

campaign has observers spread across the state where county election boards have béen tallying

provistonal and absentes baliots this week.

Based on the Cooper-campaign’s figures, his margin had grown 1o 7,448:as-of Friday afternoon,
Elias gaid.

On election hight, McCrory was traiting Cooper by about 5,000 votes.

Ethias described the McCrory-led compiaints as an-"endléss set of fiivelous protests” that do nothing
but needlessly detay the election resuits, waste taxpayer dolfars and "besmirch the integrity of the

elections run by Republicans at the county level "

Elias announced that e!ecﬁ_ﬁ_on boards in Wake, Orange and Halifax counﬁes-have-'vdted to dismiss:
similar eleclion protests.

And according to The Assoctated Press, the Durham County Baard of Elecfions voted unanimously
Friday to dismiss an efectioh protest brought by the McCrory campaign, who said early voling baliots

‘may have been mishandled. The governcr was seeking a recount of 94,000 bailots.

In Cumberland County, the election board‘s two Republicans, James Baker and Kevin Hight,
foltowed the récommendation of County Attorney Rick Moore_ﬁ eld to schedule a probable-cause
hearing Monday to consider the two'protests signed by Reinoehl.

At issue was whether thie two proiests should be considered before or after the voter canvass, Which
is when a county'makes alf election resufts final. Meorefield said he read the state statutes-and
cailed the State Board of Elections for advice.

"The taw is not settled o this issue,” Moorefigld said.

The board’s lone Democrat, Harvey Raynor, said he disagreed, adding thal the complaints centered.

on the efigibility of eight voters and did not guestion how county officials conducted the efection.

"I's eight votes,” Raynor-said. "Eight votes will not afféct any election ”
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The Cimberland County board members agreed io resume the canvass meeling at 4 p.m. Tuesday,
when-they hope the state retuins several hundred proVisional ballots cast in the election by people
who claimed to have registered wiih the: Division of Motor Vehicles.

When a vofer's name is missing in'the roll, he or she votes provisionally, the voter registration is
reviewed iafer, before officials. decide whether to Tully or pariaily count the ballot or reject it. But
counties had fo send DMV -related provisional ballats to the:state for a final determination, There is a
pending fawsuit against the state over the DMV issue.

Cumberiand County had 2,732 provisional ballots in the.general election, and the county board met

for most of Thursday.and Fnday reviewing miost of them. About 800 were fully or partlaﬂy approved,
and at least 300 were related to DMV,

Terri Robertson, direcior of the. Cumberiand County Board of Elections, said-about 1,800 prowsmna!
ballots don't appear to be eligible to be cast. The election board was o resume reviewing them
Monday.

Staff writer Andrew Barksdale-can be reached at beirksdafea@fayobse fver.com or 486-3565.
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NOTE: Landline té!ephOnE']Og’_jevi(:e ¢ Hin Clark ¥ ZALL RIOSE

only maintains most recent 25 entries. | could not .

recover any November call logs:

(350 654-0974:

Eriday, November 18, 2015

Nov 16, 2016 email from Erin Clark, M c}C_'rory-Le'ga! Qfglr}f’oﬁ‘;%fﬁg Ziﬁiﬁﬁigé’?ﬁwg,:
Defense Team, indicates we had a conversation. As. 1054 have onginals if needed.
discussed above, there s no record in mycellphone log ' o
so believe the initial conversation was.on this phone. 1giss Noropimistie

This is the telephone number listed in my public NC

voterinformation,

hank you-fi NG me Lo
Thalnk you for le}'hng me know! 1300

' - Leftthe-meeting Sincél have no
Cellphone Iog__re]ated' fo avidence to submit if cafled-asa

interactions with McCrory.Leg_él Defense Team,

‘witness
1101

Cumberfand County Board of Elections,
Cumberland County Republican Party, and hat's fine. 4, o,
Governor McCrory's office on the Cumb er!and

‘County Election Protests:

Nov 18,2016

Ct boe will have'a prefiminary

heafing Monday 0800 am. If you will

not be-here may need dacrhants to
13154 SUPPOMLDrotEsts.

rew I - : Satrday, Noverhbar 19, 2016
lD:O_Andrew Barksdale, Fayetteville turday, Noverhiber 19, 2016

Chserver —received copies of protests from Cumberland

Any help coming for Monday, or are

County {CC) Bof and wanted input for a newspaper article z6g am o miy own?

10:09 (859) 954-8974 ~ Erin Clark, McCrory Legal Defense
Team —did not answer call - left vojce mail. (see message.

log entry)

13:50 {910) 678-7736 — Terri Robeftson, CC BoE—advised 1242
probable cause hearing date/time/Tocation

You are not required to attend the
hearing. We should have an attormiy
in artendance: 270

ddonday, November 21,2018,

'16_:25_ Susan Mills, Chair, CC Republican it was lonely witholt legal

-Party, offers assistance with NC GOP..

assistance. Vote 210 T agajnst prob-
able cause. Now you must decide
‘thefe is-an appeal. My own résearch

Nov 20. 2016 provided doc o prove Brunson was a
: “felori convicted 10/04/2018 viclated -

L ) law, and Jerry levern. Henry voted in

15 :3-_Susan Mills, Chair, CC Republican ne.and Florida. Provided Henry's FL

Party - apologizes for NC GOP no-show af hearing and

offers assistarice with NC GOP.

Nov 21, 2016

12,17 voter registration and voter Mstony.

Yo 56 50Ty, The state hoe directed
the county boes to hatt Rearings until
e state hetrd the petiions. 1435,

. 1825 robert Andrews, Governor Weenasday, Noverber 23.2015.

McCrory staff ~apologizes for legal team no-show and if

needed, offers assistance.

Following yesterdays boe mesting,
o5 a@ny plansTora Cumberdand appeal

‘Nov.23, 2016 Sry ! cair't answar my phone right
, now. I-going 10-Ce you.on an email.
, . N o ) erth my.coligagus, Steve, who'is still
08:52 {859) 954-8974 — Erin Clark, McCrory Legal Defense in NG 08 53

Team ~ did not answer call. {seemessage fog entry)

B

£
St

@
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NCSBE Report of Investigation
Case Number: 2016-166

Investigator(s): Joan Fleming/Matthew Martucc

- Document: Ihterview Report ~John Rowerdink on 12/20/2016 and 1/10/2017/Telephonic, and

1-)'24,_’2[.‘!17—- Supplement;
Courty(s): Muitiple.

'S:l_,lbje,ct'{s): Novemhber 2016 General Election Protests:

Voter Fraud Allegationsjpossiblé False Staternentsto Affect Election Qutcome —
11/08/2016 General Election;

on112/20/2016, John Rowercin -

I - < t<cphonically contacted by NCSBE Investigators Ioan Fleming and Matthew

Martucci. Afterbeing advised of the identity of the interviewing officials, and the purpose 6f the
interview, Rowerdink provided the following information;

Rowerdink is a retired executive 6f Mobile Qil Company.

Rowerdink stated that sometime shortly after the November 8, 2016 General Election, he was contacied
by-a member of the “legalteam” representing Governor Patrick McCrory and asked if he was willing to
assist their efforts to secure an-election re-count for McCrory by ﬁ}ing-.an election protest in Moore
County. He stated thatthe calfer, who was female, stated that the legal team was planning tofile a
protestin Moore County and “needed someone to sign.” He was unablé to recall the caller’s name..

Rowerdink felt that as long as the protest was well grounded and not frivelels; he could stipportit; and
he agreed totake a look atit. He commented that he has a good relationship with the Moore County’
Board of Elections {BOE), and he did not want to be Thvolved in anything that could adversely affect that
relafionship;

Rowerdink advised that soon after recéiving the above call, he received an email with an attachment
containing the protest document. The pretest document already contained all of the relevant
information needed to file the protest and he was simply being asked to sign.and return it. He read the
protest and did not see anything that he felt was questionable. The protestcontained the names and

-addresses of fourvoters who had allegedly double voted, which Rowerdink considered to be a “setious

issue.” Rowerdifik printed the protest document an‘d's'igned it and then attempted to send it backvia
facsimile. However, he was.unsure as to whether the fax went through. He recalled calling Attorney

Steve Roberts, who had emailed himthe protest document, to confirm whether his protest document

was received. He was advised by Roberts that he had received the first three pages, but not the last

pagewith Rowerdinkssignatire. Accordingly, Rowerdink re-sent the fourth page to Roberts.

Rowerdink did not personally submit the protest documentsto the Moore County Board of Elections.but.
rathet emailed them baik to the legal team as described above. He believed his protest was thereafter
submitted to the Moore County BOE by the legal team.
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Rowerdink stated that he subsequently called Attorney Roberts regarding a preliminary hearing of the
protest that was scheduled at the Moore County Board of Elections on November 22,2016. Roberts
asked Rowerdink if he felt comfortable in presenting'the_._protesrbe_fore the Moore County BOE Board.
Rowerdink told Roberts that the Board would want to see and hear evidence to back up the allegations,
and that he would needto ._recei\re'fhat information from the legalteam to go forward with the protest.
Roberts responded that his team would provide the necessary evidence to Rowerdink priorto the
hearing.

Rowerdink stated that at the time he agreed to help the protest effort by signing the protest documents
he was led to believe that the MeCrory team of Jawyers would provide him with the sugporting evidence

'to support-the claims of voter fraud against the four voters named in his protest. Rowerdink was never-

told where or how the Jaw firni developed their evidence against the named-voters.

As'the date for the hearing drew closer, the |egal team failed to provide Ro'werdink.WEth any evidence
they had iri their possession. Consequently, Rowerdink contacted Glenda Clendenin, the Director of the
Moore County BOE, and advised her that he planned to withdraw his protest since he was never
provided with any-evidente to support the allegationsin the.pmtest.documents. Clendenin fold
Rowerdink that she had conducted some-research and had been able to uncover evidence associated
with one out of the four voters showing that at least one of the accusations had merit. She encouraged

him to attend the protest meeting based upon her research. Rowerdink comimiented that he wished

that the McCrory legal team provided the-same due diligence that was provided by Clendenin.

Rowerdink attended the preliminary hearing on November22, 2016, without ever receiving any

documentation from the legal team. Invadvance of preliminary hearing, knowing that he had no

evidence, Rowerdink prepared some written notes that he intended to read at fhe-hea'ring_. The fotes
statéd that thé protest “originated with Governor McCrory’s legal téam” and that Rowerdink had no
reason to doubt the veracity of its’ content. However, he stated that since he had not been provided
with any documentation, he planned to withdraw the protest. Rowerdink could rot recall if he
presented-all orpart of his comments at the hearing, but he was certain that he ultimately opted-not to
withdraw his protest because Moere County BOE Director Glerida Clendenin asked him ot to.

At'the hear'i'ng_, Clendenin presented her eviderice which involved a female voter who vated in both
North Carolina and Florida. Rowérdink stated that Clendénin contacted the Florida BOE and found that
thie same day the voter voted early in NG, she: (the voter} requested a Florida Absentee baliot, which she.
subsequentlyvoted.

Rowerdink stated that if Clendenin had not done the work to research the above voter, he would have
withdrawn his entire protest priorto the preliminary hearing because he “had no evidence.” He stated
that priorto the-hearirig he made multiple attempts to'obtain the evidence he needed from the law
‘firm, by making telephonic and email requests, but the legal teaim never provided him with any
evidence. He recalled that at one point he sent an email to Attorney Steve Roberts; informing Roberts
that @ second hearing was set for 11/30/2016 at the courity BOE to hear the case against the above
referenced Florida double-voter. Rowerdink was seeking direction from Roberts as to whether he
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should withdraw his protest in light of the fi n_dings-_'by- Clendenin and the.lack of evidence supplied by
Roberts or others on the legal team. He recejved a curt response from-Roberts-stating_:

“Mr. Rowerdink — to confirm, the protest is yours alone, and you rmay withdraw it at
your sole discretion. Best, Steve Roberts”

Rowerdink stated that the response he received from Roberts made him feel ke he had been “hung out
to'dry.” Headdad that since he received the original protest documents from Roberts, it was curious
that Roberts would describe the protest as “yours glone.”

Rowerdink described the email containing the protest document as having been sent to Rowerdink at
9:34 PM 0:1,11/16_/2016, Rowerdink noted that although the:attached protest was clearly intended for
Bm (Rowerdink} éi:d-ccu}'l'tair'xed his name and addreéss, the email message sent by Roberts was
addressed to a “Ms. Corbin”, and it instructed her to-sign-and return the protest to Roberts. Rowerdink
stated he had no idea who Ms. Corbin was, but he'speculated that Raberts was contacting multiple

people in multiple counties for the same purpose. [investigator’s Note- A review of protest documents

submitted to varieus counties revealed. a protest submitted by Heather C_o_rbin,_

jto the Iredell County BOE, alleging that three votes were cast in the county by
individuals who were decéased. The._-__proteét was disrhissed by the Iredell County BOE based upon no
witnesses appearing at the hearing to present evidence and because the BOE found that all three voters
died after they had legally voted. The protest was delivered to the iredell County BOE via an email from
Attorney Steve Roberts. The Iredell County BOE had no contact with Heather Corbin and notices they
atternpted to send to heraddress of record via certified mail were returned as “uidaimed.”]

Rowerdink thersafter sent an email advising Robarts and the Moore County BOE that he wasformally
withdrawing his protest. Rowerdink stated thatin hindsight he falt that if “they” (the legal team) had
delivered the evidence as they had promised, he could have supported the protest effort he was
recruited o support.

Rowerdinkadmitted that at the time he signed the protest document, he had no personal kn_ow!edge.. of
ahy evidence to support the allegations against any of the four voters named in his protest. The
i‘ntérviewmg officials drew his attention to his specific answers to questians in the protest and he
respended as follows: '

Qugstion 5: This guestion asked whether the protestinvalved an“alieged error in vote courit or
tabulation.” Rowerdink’s answer suggdésts that he conducted a “review of early voting files from other
states” resulting:in the conclusionthat the feurvoters named in fiis protest “cast batlots in both NCand

andther state” and that those ballots “were'erroneausly counted and tabulated by the Moore County

Board of Elections.” However, iri his intsrview, Rowerdink stated that he personally did nd such review.
He further acknowledged that while he did not have first-hand knowledge as to'whetherany réview wias
done by anyene, he believed that the M_cC_r._ory lawyers wo uld have done that werk béfore recruiting him
to submiit the protest.
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Question 7: This question asked the protestor to “set out alf election laws or regiifations that you ailege
were viclated” and to name the alleged violators. Rowerdink did no research on election [aws or .
regtifations in association with the protest and he had no.Informiation to furnish as to the names;
addresses and phone numbers.of any of the named voters. Although the question asked the protest
author to provide that information for persons who “you allege committed suth violations”, when asked
if he persenally had knowledge of any of the namaes listed.in his protest as having voted in muftiple
states he answered, “Of course not” He stated he relied on the inférmation provided by Governor
McCrory’s lawyers.

n umbers of any wltnesses 10 Any mmc_mndu:t a_l[eged by you in this pmte_-.st_, and speclfy w.nat eac_h
witriess saw or knows.” Rowerdink completed this queéﬁon By filling in his (Rowerdink’ s}information.
When asked if he had actually witnessed any misconduct or seen any evidence to support the
dllegationsin Questions 5:and 7, he answered that he “did not witness any conduct.” '

Question 9: This question asked what remedy Rowerdink was seekingas a result of his protest. His.

answer as stated in the protest was that, “The Moore County Board of Elections must invalidate all
ballots for any office whatsoever deemed to be cast by persons who voted in multiple states in viofation
of state law, as set forth in Sections. 5 and 7, above.” (Questions 5and 7} Rowerdink stated that if any
of the named voters did in fact vote twiee, he wished for their votes to be invalidated:

Question 10: Question 10 asked, “D6 you contend the aliegations set out by you are sufficient to have
affected or cast doubt upon the results of the protested election? If your answer is yes, please state the
factual basis for your opinion.” Rowerdink’s answer; s stated in his protest, was: “Yes. The described
allegations clearly demonstrate that ballots cast by persons who voted in multiple states, for the
election held on November &, 2016 in MOORE County, are invalid under state law. The invalid ballots
cast hy personswho have voted in multiple states in violation of state and federal law, must not be
counted forany office veted.” Rowerdink stated that alttiough he did not author that answer, he stood
by it “depending on if the evidehce supported it.”

Rowerdink stated that although he asked for the supporiing evidence multipie times, the attorneys did
not supply it. He stated that he was never given a reasorni-and does not know why they failed to supply
it. He'advised that he knows and respects the members of the Moore County BOF, and would not
intentional Iy do anything to injure his godd relationship with them . He rioted. that the process that the
BOE used to evaluate ballots was very fair and every vote was looked at carefui!y

A copy of the above referenced email chain in which Rowerdink informied the Moore County BOE of his
intention to withdraw the protest was obtained from Director Clendenin and is attached and made a
part heretn. Rowerdink advised that he maintains his own file 67 documents associated with the 2016
General Election and that he would provide copies of relevant emails and docurments to the
investigators.

A copy of the protest signed by Rowerdink and submitted to the Moore County BOE is also attached.//



Exhibit 2.2.2.1 259 of 278

Supplement: On 01/24/2017, Rowerdink provided copies.of emails received from and/or sentto Steve

Raberts, the NCGOP, and Katie Kouba, between 11/16/2016 and 11/30/2016. He stated that he may

have additional. email from the same individuals, but that the attached are the most relevant to the
inquiry by the NCSBE. Theyare attached to thisreport.//
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NCSBE Report of Investigation
Case Number: 2016-166
Investigator(s): Joan Fleming/Matthew Martucci
Document: interview Report— John Rowerdink on 12/20/2016 and 1,/20/2017/Telephonic, and
1/24/2017 - Supplement;
County(s): Muttiple

Subject{s): November 2016 General Election Protests;

Voter Fraud Nleg__ations_/ Possible False Statements to Affect Flection Quicome—
11/08/2016 General Election;

was telephonically contacted by NCSBE Investigators Joan Fleming and Matthew

Martucci. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing officials, and the purpose of the
interview, Rowerdink provided the following information: ‘

Rowerdink is a retired executive of Mobile Oil Cornpany.

Rowerdink stated that sometime shortly after the November 8, 2016 General Election, he was contacted
by & member of the “legal team” representing Governor Patrick McCrory and asked if he was willing to

assist their efforts to secure an election re-count for McCrory by ﬁf:‘ng anelection protest i Moore-

County. He stated thatthe caller, who was female, stated that the legal team was planning to file a
protest in Moore County and “needed someéone tosign.” He was unable to recall the caller’s name.

Rowerdinkfelt that as long as the protest was well grotnided and not frivolous, he could support it, and
he agreed'to take a look at it. He commented that he hasa good relationship with the Moore County
Board of Flections {BOE), and he-did not want tohe involved in anything that could adversely affect that
relationship.

Rowerdink advised that scon after receiving the above call, he received an email with an attachment,

‘containingthe protest document. The protest document already contained all of the relevant

information needed to file the protest and he was simply being.asked to sign and return it. He read the
protest and did not see anythingthat he felt was"questionable- The protest contained the names and

addresses of four voters who had allegedly double voted, which Rowerdink considered-to be a “serious
issue.” Rowerdink printed the protest document and signed it and then attempted to send it backvia

facsimile. However, he was unsure asto whether the:fax went through. He recailed calling Attorney
Steve: Roberts, who had emailed him the protest documerit, to confirm whether his protest document
was received. He was advised by Roberts that he had received the first thiree pages, butnot the last
page with Rowerdink’s signature. Accord?ngly, Rowerdink re-sent the fourth page to Roberts.
Rowerdink did-not personally submit the protest documents'to the Moore County Board of Elections but
ratherematiéd thém back to the legal team as described above. He believed his protest was thereafter

_submitted to.the Moore County BOE by the legal team.
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Rowerdink stated that he subsequently called Attorney Roberts regarding a prefiminary hearin g of the

' protestthat was scheduled at the Moore County Board of Elections on November 22, 2016. Roberts

asked Rowerdink if he felt comfortable in preseriting the protest before the Moore County BOE Board.
Rowerdink told Reberts that the Board wauld wantto see and hear evidence to back up the allegations,
and that he would need to receive that information from the legal team to go forward with-the protest.
Roberts responded that his team would provide the necessary evidentce to Rowerdink prior to the
hearing.

Rowerdink stated that at the time he agreed to help the protest effort by signing the protest documents
he'was led to believe that the-McCrory team of lawyers would provide him:with the supporting evidence.
to support the claims of voter fraud against the four voters named in his protest. Rowerdink was never
told where or hiow the law firm developed their evidence against the named voters.

As the date for the hearing drew doser, the legal team failed to provide Rowerdink with any evidence
they had in their possession. Consequently, Rowerdink tontacted Glenda Clendenin, the Director of the
Moore County BOE, and advised her that he planned to withdraw his protest since he was never
provided with any evidence to support the allegations in the protest documents. Clendenin told
Rowerdink that she had conducted some research and had been able to uncover evidence associated
with one out of the four voters showing that at least one of the accusations had merit. - She encotraged
hirn to-attend the protest meeting based upon.her research. Rowerdink commented that he wished
that the McCrory legal team provided the same due diligence that.was provided by Clendenin.

Rowerdink attended the preliminary hearing on November 22, 2016, without ever receiving any
documentation from the legal team. In advance of preliminary hearing, knowing that he had no
evidence, Rowerdink prepared some written notes that he intérided to read.at the hearing. The notes
stated that the protest “originated-with Governor McCrory’s I_e_gfa'l team” and thiat Rowerdink had no
reason to doubt the veracity of its’ content. However, he stated that since he had not-been provided
with any documentation, he planned to withdraw the protest. Rowerdink could net recall if he
prese‘ntéd'all or part of his comments at the hearing, but.he was certain that he ultimately opted not to
withdraw his protest because Moore County BOE Director Glenda Clendenin asked him not to.

At thie hearing, Clehdenin presented her evidence which involved a female voter who voted in both
North.Carolina and Fiorida.. Rowerdink stated that Clendenin contacted the Florida BOE and found that
the same day the voter voted early in NC, she (the voter) requested a Florida Absentee ballot, which she
subsequently voted.

Rowerdink stated that if Clendenin had not done the work to research the above wvoter, he would have
withdrawn his entire protest prior to the preliminary hearing because he “had noevidence.” He stated
that prior to the hearing he.made mu'lt_iple attemnpts to obtain the evidence he needed from the law
firm, by making telephonic.and email requests, but the legal tearn never provided him with any
evidence: He recalled that at one point he sent an email to Attorney Steve Roberts, informing Roberts
that a secand hearing was set for 11/30/2016 at the county BOE to hear the caseagainst the above
referenced Florida double-voter. Rowerdink was seeking direction from Roberts as to whether he
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should withdraw his protest in light of the findings by Clenderin and the lack of evidence supplied by
Roberts or others onthe legal team. Hereceaived a curt response from:Roberts stating:

“Mr. RDwe_rdihk_—to'ccrnﬁrm, the protest is yours alone, and you may withdraw it at
your sole discretion. Best, Steve Roberts” ’

Rowerdink stated that the response he recéived from Roberts rriade him feel like he had been “hung out
to dry.” He added that since he received the original protest decuments from Roberts, it was curious
that Roberts would describe the protest as “yours alone.”

Roweérdink described the email containing the protest doctiment as having been sent to Rowerdink at
9;34 PM.on 11/16/2016. Rowerdink noted that although the attached protest was clearly intended for
him (Rowerdink) and contained his name and address, the email message sent by Roberts was’
addressed to a “Ms. Corbin”, and it instructed her to sign and return the protest to Roberts. ‘Rowerdink
stated he had rio idea who Ms, Corbin was, but he speculated that Roberts. was contacting multip'le
peopile in multiplé counties for the same purpose. [Investigator’s Note: A review of protest documents
submitted to varfous counties revealed a protest subrmitted by Heather Corbin,
_t’o the lredell County BOE, alleging that three votes were cast Inthe county by
individuals who were deceased. The protést was dismissed by the Iredell County BOE based upon no-
witnesses appearing at the hearing to presentevidence and because the BOE fourid that all three voters.
died after they had legaliy voted. The protest was defivered to the fredell County BOE via an emait from
Attorney Steve Roberts. The Iredell County BOE had no contact with Heather Corbin and notices they
attempted to send to her address.of record via certified mail were returned as “unclaimed.”]

Rowerdink thereafter sent an email advising Roberts and the Moore County BOE that he was formally
withdrawing his protest. Rowerdinkstated that in hindsight he feit that if “they” {the legal team) had
defivered the evidence as they had promised, he could have supported the protest effort he was
recruited to support.

Rowerdink admitted that at the time he signed the protest document, he had no personal knowledge of
any evidence to support the allegations against any of the four voters namied in his protest. The:
interviewi ng-_ofﬁcfals drew his attention to his specificanswers to guestions in the protest and he
résponded as follows: '

Question 5: This guéstion asked wh eth er the protest involved an “alleged errorin vote countor
tabulation.” Rowerdini’s answer suggests that he conducted & “review of early voting files from other
states” resulting in the conclusion that the four voters ramed in his protest “cast ballots in both NC and
another state” and that those ballots “were erronécusly counted and tabufated by the Moore County
Board of Elections.” However;in his intérview, Rowerdink stated that he personally did no such review.
He further acknowledged that while he did not have first-hand knowlédge. as to whether any review was
done by anyane, he believed that the McCrory lawyers would have done that work before recruiting him
to submit the protest.
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Question 7: This question asked the protestor to “set out all election laws.or regulationsthat you allege
were violated” and to name the alleged violators. Rowerdink did no research on election laws or
regulations in association with the protest and he had no information to furnish as to the names,
addresses and phone numbers of zry of the named voters. Although the question asked the protest
author to provide that information for parsons who “you allege committad such violations”, whan asked
if he pgrson_ally had knowledge of any.of the names listed n his protestas having voted in multiple
states he answered, “Of course noL.” He stated he relied on the irformation provided by Governar
McCrory's lawyers.

Question 8: This question asked for the protest author to identify the “names, addresses, and phong
numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in this protest, and specify what each
witness saw or knows.” Rowerdink completed this guestion by filling in his (Rowerdink’s) information.
When asked if he had actually witnessed any misconduct or seen any evidence to support the.
allegations in Questions 5 and 7, he answered that he “did not witnessany conduct”

Question 9: This question asked what remady Rowerdini was seeking as a result of his protest. His
answer as stated In the protest was that, “The Moore County Board of Elections must invalidate sli
baltots for any office whatsoever deemed to be cast by persons who voted in muliiple states in violaticn
of state law, as set forth In Sections 5 and 7, above.” (Questions 5.and 7) Rowerdink stated that if any
of the named voteérs did in fact vote twice, he wished for their votes to be invalidated,

Question.10: Question 10 asked, “Do you contend the allegations set out by youare sufficient to have
affected or cast doubt upon the results of the protested election?. If youranswer is yes, please state the
factual basis for your opinion.” ‘Rowerdink’s answer, as stated in fiis protest, was: "Yes. The described.
allegations dlearly demonstrate that ballpts cast by persons who voted in multiple states, for the.

election held on November 8, 2016 in MOORE County, are invalid under state law. The invelid ballots

cast by persons who have voted in multiple states in violation of state andfederal [aw, must not ber
counted for any office voted.” Rowerdink stated thatalthough he did not author that answer, hé staod
by it “depending on if the evidence supported it.”

Rowerdink stated that although he asked for the supporting evidence multipte times, the attorneys did
not.suppiy it. He stated that he was nevergiven a reason and does not know why they-failed to supply
it. Headvised that he knows and respects the members of the Mosre County BOE, and would fiot
intenttonatly do anything 1o injure his good relationship with them. He noted that the process that the
BOE used to evaluate ballots was very fair and every vote was looked at carefully.

A copy of the above referenced emal chainin which Rowerdink informed the Moare County BOE of his
intention to withdraw the protest was nbtained from Diractor Clendenin and is attached and made a
part hereto, Rowerdink advised that he maintains h'i.S_OWn.ﬁ le of documents associated with the 2016
General Election-and that he would provide copies of relevant emails-and dotuments to the.
investigators.

A copy of the protest:signed by Rowerdink and submitted to the Modre Caunty BOE is also attached.//



T e st

L Rbar

Exhibit 2.2.2.1 264 of 278

Supplefment: On 02/74/2017, Rowsrdink provided copies of emails received from andfor senttoSteve
Roberts, the NCGOPR, and Katie Kouba, between 11/16/2016 and 11/30/2016. 'He stated that he may
have additional email from the same individuals, but that the attached are the miost rélevant to the.
inquiry by the NCSBE. They areattached to thisreport.//
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ELECTION PROTESY
Usc of this form is reduired by G.8. 163-182.9(c)

“This fohm must be filed 'w;fh the connty boand of elections within the fimeframes sef out nGS. 163-182.9 (b)(4).
‘Please privit or type your answers. Feel free to usé and attach additional sheets if” needed to filly answer the
guesiions below.. You may also attach relévant exhibits and documents. Please number the pages of such additional
sheets and sttachments. '

1. Fuli name and maiiing address of pesson fifing the protest.

Johin Rowerdink
15 McMichael Ditve
Pinchussy, NC 28374

2. Home and business phene nuniber, fax mtnber; gnd e-rmail address.
Home/Business phone: 91 0-235-0644

Fax: N/A

Email: jrowerdinkig@aol.comr

3. Are yor éither a cendidwe or Tegistred vofer eligible to vote in the protested election?

Ifa candidate, for what office?

Registersd voter

4 List the date, location, and.exact nawure of the election protested. Nemne all candidates in the election and the
numberof votes each received. Note the winning cend idate(s) elected or nominated.

November 8, 2016 General Election. AN candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election.

5. Doss this protest involve au alleged error invote count of tabulation? If'so, please explain in detail.

‘Upon review sf early voting files from other states, i appfm's that-four '(4_) individuals castballotsin bqth-'NDrth
Carolina and another state, Castiniga ballst in more than one state is aclear violation of North Carolina and feders]
election laws, Therefore, these ballots were erroheonsly counted and tabulated by the MOORE County Board of
Elections, : i

6. Does this protest involve ap trreguiarity or- misconduct not ctescnbcd in number 5 above? If so, please. Fve a
detailed destription of such misconduct or myegulanity and name those who committéd such action.

No.

b7 Piéas_e set'out all election laws o n:gulaﬁons that you ajlege were viojated: in your responses io 5 or & shove,
Stdte how egch yiclation osourred. Please provide the names, addressis, and phone numbers of those who you alfoge
-cormmitted such violations. . '

N.C.Gen. Stat. §163-82.1
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1n violadon of the statutes provided for above, imvalid ballots wee cast by the following persons knowa to. hnve
vored I saultiple stayes:

KALEY T MULDER MURRAY BILL RD, APT 132, SOUTHERN PINES, NC 28387-628%
CAROL ANN TURNER, CHOYE CHERRY LN, PRNEHURST, NC 283749343

ANNE FINKS HUGHES, MCQUEEN PL, FINEEURST, NC 283748951, 5

WLLTAM FEROME HUGHES, MCQUEEN PL, PINEHLRST, NC 28374—8951

8. Please provide the names, - andrmes, and phone. numbers of uny Witnesses to any miscoadnet 2lléged by yon in.
this protost, and specify what cachl witness Hsted savw orknows,

Jobn Rowerdink

15 Mehichas] Drive
Pinchirst, NC- 28374
510-235-0644

9. Wit acion dd you desive the conaty board of elestions to take in this mstéer?

The Moore Comnty Board of Blections must invalidie aff etlors for any ffics whasoever detmed 10 be castby
pervous who voted Tn mulfiple sates invidlaiion of state law, as set forth In Sections § and 7, above.

-

19. T yor contend the alfegmjuﬂs s21 0t by you art: sufficient 10 heve affecied or cast doubt upon the Tésilts of the
profested clocion? I your esweris yes, pletse sude the factual basis for your opinion.

Yes. The described allegations clearly demonstrate that bailors cast by persons wha voted i rauftiple sistés, forthe
election beld on November 8, 2016 in MOORE Cousty, sve tovalid under State taw. The imalid batlots cast by

psrsons who bave voizd In mubiple states in vicfarion of state and federal Taw, must not bs coumted for any offjce
voted,

11. Have you read end reviewed the North Cazolina law purteining to. election protésts as set out in G.8. H3-152.9

‘through G.8. 163-182.14 and euivent North Cevoling State Bozrd of Blections regulations periaining to' slection

protesta?
Yes.

12. Howmany pages of additional anewer are ateched to this prowst? 0
How many peges of enelsnenis e anached? 0

(I Rpegrinatel e,
Sipnatwe of Protssior

Dere/Thee Filed with Cotacy Roard

{to'be filled outby the sounty boms)

NOTE: The county board must provide the State Boad with a complere vopy of a filed protest within ¢ne business
day afiér it s filed. In addition, the county board shall provide a: capy of the election andit with this copy of the
protest.

Plazss divser any quactions i yoor comty hasrd of elscions or the Nafsh Caroling Bista Board of Eleetions, PO
Bon?ZSS Ralsigk, NC27611-7255, (819) 733-7173,
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Subj: Election Protest
Dates 11/16/2016 9:34:09 P.M. Eastern Standard: Time

From: . srober hvitiaw
To:

Ms. Corbin —

tam an attorney with the McCrory legal team. Thank you for your willingness to file the attached protests. If
you are able, please sign under line 12'on the protest, scan, and emall back 0 me. You can also fax it back to me
at 540-341-8809. ] will then file with the-county. Please Jet me know if you have any questions, my celt is 202-
2941613, '

Tha'nk_you again,

-Steve Roberts

Steve Rﬁber‘is
sroberts@hvit.law

Holtzman Vogel Josefiak Torchinsky PLLC
45 North Hilf Drive, Siufte 100

Woarrenton, VA 20186

C:202.294.1613
O: 540.341.8808
F: 540.341.8809
Admitted iri Virginia and D.C.

PRIVILEGED AND GONFIDENTIAL

This corsmunication and any accopanying Gecumenis are confidentiaf and piviieged. They are ihtended for the sole use of the addresses.
IF you recelve this ransmission in effor, you are advised that any disclosure, copying, distibution, of the tking of any action in reliance’ ‘hpon
this communication is siricly prohibiied, ‘Moreover, any such disciosure shali not compromise. o waive the-atiomey-client, accountant-clent,
o7 other priviegas as to this communication or otiervise, Jyou havae received fhis communication i ermor, please contact me at the above
arnail address. Thank you.

DISCLAIMER.

Any accounting, business or tax pdvibe comained in this. esmreunication, including atftachmenis and encloswres, s nétiniended as. = tharougn
in-depth 2relysis of speciic issuds, a0r a substide ot a formal opmcn, noris it siificient 1. avoed tEeretaied penaiies. I desied, Haﬂzman
Vogel Josefizk, PLLC wouid be pleased io perorn e reduisite’ reseancn and provide yeu with a deiafed wiiten analysis. Such an.
engagement may be the subisd of a separaie. engsgement istter hat would define the scope and limits of the-desired consultation sevices.
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Subj:.  Protests at Counties Tomorrow
Data: 11/21/2016 10:05:39 P.M. c:a"tem Standard Time
From: elections@ncgop.org

Good Evening -

Thank you for volunteering to submit an ¢lection protest to your county board of elections. We-appreciate your helpin this
project. The county boards of elections-will conduet any faci-finding at ahearing in the nexr several days. To the extent
nEcessary, O atboInoys: have: provided information divectly to the county boards that wonld assist with theix fact-finding. You

do notneed 1o oo 1o the county board of elections heaiing. nor do vounead to pregent any evidence ormake

anyargitments. The state board:of elections will determine Yegal matters related to the protests beginning tomorrow.

We are working to get attorneysto all comnties; bt with afl of the reschedumgwe can ot guaranice one will be af your
county’s meeimv- Agpdin, youdo not have to defend your protest i person.

On behalf of the NCGOP, I thank you. agatn for your kelp on this matter.

Thanks!'
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Suby: 'RE; Moore Canvass information

Date:’ 11/24/2015 7:13:58 P.M. Eastern Standard Time
From: o
To: smbeﬁs@hv}t;!aw, katie.koﬂba@,&cqbb;orq, bandjscholies@nc,T.com
[ B npakle\'f@e_bn edu, sarahnlanier@amail.com, spsaxe@hvit law
Any idea when we will get this?

John Roweardink

On Monday, November 21, 2016 Steve Roberts <sroberts@hvit law> wrote:
John, you'll be receiving information shortly from my-colleague Steve Saxe.

Thanks, Steve Roberts

Steve Roberts

202.254.3613

Holtzmom Vogel Josefiak Torchinsky PLLC

Froms: _
Sent: Monday, November 231, 2016 4:35 PM

To: katie.kouba@rncgon.org; bandischoltes@nc.ar.com

Ce: noakley @elon.edu; sarahnlanier@amail.com; Steven P. Saxe; Steve Roberts
subject: Re: Moore Canvass Information

This is notthe évidence. It is-simply a copy of the protest, I've ieft phone and email miessages for Steve Roberts,
the McCroty lawyer handling this and haver't heard back This is getling a litile ndicuious.

John

-On Monday, Neverber 21, 2016 Katie Kouba <katie.kouba@ncaQn.org> wroie;

Attachedt

Sarah, are you able to bethere? I'm copying Steve Save; alawyer whohs been working oz these, to thisemail if

Tioadsy (amiare 34 20717 AﬁT - Froweriiink
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you have any specific questions!

On Mon, Nov 21, 2016 at 4:04 PM, Katie Kouba <lalia kouba@ncaop orgs wrofe:

I'm notsureaboitt Savah. Neil will arrive avound 112.m. from what I understand.

On Mo, Nov 21, 2076 at 3:21 PM, <pandischolies@nc, m.corp> wrote:

Thanks, |will be at the meefing, butl-am nota litigator. | hope that Neil Oakley or Sarah Lanier wiil be present.

As yet, we have not received the evidence we will be presenting. So, yes, p!ease connect me with our attomey.
Bili

—= Kalie Kouba <katie keuba@ncaob.org> wiote:

> Thank youf' Are you able fo-go fo the protest meefing tomorrow? | can
> connect you with-our atforney 10 give you abref on It itis at Sam.

> Irnomow

e

> On Mon, Nov 21,2016 at 3:12 PM, <bandischulles@nc. re.conm> wiote;

> > Kafie, the Moore County Board of Elections meets tornorrow. if they

> > complets the consideration of provisional baliots and the canvass then, |
> > will send you the appropriate reports.

-
> > In the meantime, | am retuming the spreadsheet you. sent me concarning
> > provisional ballofs. [ have efiminafed some unnecessary cofumns from the

> > priginal spreadsheet and have added fwo afthe end. These latter columns

= > show you whether the Board has madea detErmmatlon to ailow or disallow a
>> provisional ballot and the reason for their decision. The biank cells.

> > indicste that the decrs:o.n Is pending.

p-2

> > It is possible for the Board to reconsider some of these decisions.

> =

> [ have checked with John Rowerdink, our Chairman, and he had the same

> > results as those reported: on the spreadshest. Our ioczl nEixspzper,

> = however, came up wiih- different fotals. So .the tnta!s might be sfightly

> > different when ﬁnahzed R

S

> > Bill _

> = — Katie Kouba <katie. kouba@ncgop. o> wiots:
> >> Goed Evening -

> e

PR
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bt

> = > apologize for how late this message is coming. Attached o this e-mail
e : /

> > g few documents to help you at your county canvass. Please iet me know:
== ;

> = *>You have any frouble opening any of the. docurnents!

> :

i

> > > Please call ug af 919626 8300 fyou have any questions and to. gn;e us
> >>tipdates as yourare able:
e

>

>

>>">»Best,_

>

> » > Katie Kouba
>

>

>

>

.

- S

= Katie Kouba
> Senior Political Direttor
> North Carofina Republican Pary

Katie Kouba
Senior Poliiical Director

North Carofina Repubfican Party

Kalie Kouba
Senier Pofitcal Director

Narth Cardliina Republican Party

Trimadaxr Yarrviiarer ?11 1T AT .- Trovusrdinl-
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The election protest that is the subject of this hearing ofiginated with Governor
McCrory’s legal team. If required signature by a registered voter in Moore County and |
agreed to sign it, depending on the veracity of the information contained in &.

I have no reasonto dou.bt that veracity, but over the course of this past weekend, the
Govemor’s legal team failed to provide me with-a copy of the evidence supporting the
protest.

Therefore, I withdraw the protest, with apologies to the individuals named in it for
whatever distress it has caused them.
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Subj: Moore County Protest’
11/30/20116 6:27:35 A M. Eastern Standard Time

Daie:

From:

To: sroberfs@hvit.law

ceC elecions@mocrecounivne.goy

Stevé... The formal heanng it Mioore County on Kaley Mulder,.one of the voters in the Moore Couniy profest, 1s
scheduled to take place in Carthage NC this moming..1 am planning fo attend. I'm being asked by the Moore

County BOE if we want o withdraw the protest. 've told them it's not my decision and would refer it to you. | left
two phone messages for yotr-yesterday but have not heard back. The heanng Is scheduled at 10.AM & iFwe're.

going fo withdraw, | need to know ASAP. Thanks.

John Rowerdink

e o T e Faiiae LN A MRS A AT ¥
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Stibi: Re: Moore Counfy Protest

Dater M Eastern Standard Time
From:
To:

s_mbmm vitlaw, Idema'sm_s@nc,mcomj frowerdink@acl.com, gop.mop@gmeaii.com,
beddow@nc.m.com, Lbim@aol.com, bandischoltes@ncr.com, lydiagwen@acl.com,
hmendelsort@ne, meom, mKkawS24Eramail.com, Tgakley@eton.edy, fasiexo@gdniail.com

g1 el : !ecﬁons@mcorecoung ne.gev

FYl, } have today withdrawn our protest of the Modre County election, at a hearing schedLﬂad this morning in, Carthage. |

‘hadrefered the matter to the Govemors legal feam earliar this moring and Ris response is shown below.

Atthe Moore County BOE canvass yesterday, the vofe of Kaley Mulder was accepted on the premiss that she wasa -

duly registered voter is Moore County t the fime she voted and at that ime, her Florida vote had not yet taken place: .
It isalso my tnderstanding that the question of her violation of the faw will stilt go forwvard, most likely in Flotida.

Considering these things, nothing was o' be gained by going forward with the prolest at this fime: Further, ['understand
that withdrawing the protest will save a lotof work for our local BOE. For these reasons, 1 feltitmade sense to withdraw,

John*

lna message dated 11/30/206.9:20:15 A M. Eastern Standard Time, sroberis@hwvitlaw writes:
M5 Rowerdink —to.confirm, the protestis yours alone, and you may withdraw ITat yolr sole d:scret;on

.Best, Steve Roberts.

Steve Roberis
120220941612

Holtzman Vogel Josefiak Torchinsky PLLC

From

Sents Wednesday, Noverber 30, 2016 6:28 AM
To: Steve Robarts

Ce: elections@moorecountync.goy

Subject: Moore County Protest

{ Steve... The formal hearing in Moore County on Kaley Mulder, one of the voters in the Moore Counly profest, is
schaduled to take place it Carthage, NC this moming. ] am planning to attend. I'm baing asked by the Moore

1 County. BOE ifwe want fo withdraw the profest. I've told them R's not my decision and would referitto you. eft
o phone messages for you vesterday but have not heard back. The hearing is scheduied at 10 AM so ifwe're
goirgta withdraw, | need {o know ASAP. Thanks.

Joht Rowerdink

.
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NCSBE Report of investigation

Case Number: 2016-166

fnue.‘;‘tig?tbr(;}é Joan Fleming/Cheryl Travers

Document: . Interview Report — Aysha Nasir on 4/4/201%;
County(s): Multiple

Subject(s): November 2016 General Election Protests;.
Voter Fraud Allegations/Possible False Staternents to Affect Flection Ottcome —
13/08/2016 General Election;

on 4/2/2017, Aysha Nasi, | ENEG— -
interviewed by NCSBE Investigators Joan Flemming.and Cheryl Travers. After being advised of the identity
of the interviewing officials, and the purpose of the interview, Nasir provided the following information:

‘Nasir is 2 2012 graduate of the University of Maryland at College Park and is a freelance writer
of “web copy” and science fiction. Her date of birth (00B) is ||| | GTGBG-

Nasirstated she initially léarned that she was named in an election protest when she was
contacted and informed of the protest: by Bob Hall ofDemocracy North Caroiina. Sheadvised that she
does not know and has never met the “author” of the protest, Evelyn Poole-Kober, and likewise does
riot know any of the other five individuals accused in the protest by Kober of double-voting i in North
Cérolinaandin another state.

Nasir stated that she grew up in the state of Manyland and resided: at_

_ which is where her father is still currently residing. She stated
that her father is 2 corporate attorney for Alston and Bird in Washingten D.C. Prior to movingto nerth
Caroling, she was registered {o vote in Maryland and voted there as a valid, registered voter. She
advised that she has voted via absentee bailot in Maryland inthe past.

Nasir moved from Maryland to Chapel Hill, North Carolina in 2016 and registered to vote ni
Orange County, NCat the Department nijOtor\{ehicles {DMV) on july 25, 2016, She theraafter voted
early “Oné-Stop” in Orange County, NC for the November 8, 2016 General Election.

Nasir deriied that she voted in Maryland in the November 8, 2016 Generzl Election and stated
that she did not know why somecne would accuse her of having done so. She stated she is.
“disappointed but ot surprised” to find that g person:can atcuse-someonein a legal document of &
voting violation.in North Carolina without providing any evidence or informing that person of the
decusation. Nasic added that she “followed the law” and “did her duty as an American”and that being

‘wrongfully aecused made her feet vizinerable. She wondered if the point.of filing the protest-was to

make her fearful of voting. Shealso wondéred if her ethnic background was related to the reason she
was singied out by Kober. Nasir explained that her family heritage is Palestinian and that some of her
family'were refugees. Shé commented that it was her belief that part of being or becoming an A erican
is the right to rot be afraid to. go-outand vole:



e

e,

™

Exhibit 2.2.2.1 276 of 278

Nasir stated that she feels somewhat “daunted” by the fact that it appears that a person can't

move about in their own country without being accused of a crime.

A copy of the protest document sighed by Kober and naming Nasiramong five other individuais
as having voted twice in the November 2016 Genieral Efection is attached and made a part hereto.//

2016-166/Active.
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NCSBE Report of investigation

Case Numiber: 2016-166

Investigator{s): Joan Fleming/Cheryl Travers

Docurnerrt: Interview Report —Robert Chadwick on 4/4/2017;

County{s):  Multiple

Subject(s): November 2016 General Election Protests;
Voter Fraud Allegations/Pcssib_le' False Statements to Affact Elaction OQutcome —
11/08/2016 General Election;

On 4/4/2017, Robert Lee Chadwick,Jr. | GGG
was interviewed by NCSBE Investigators Joan Fleming and Cheryf Travers, After being advised of
the identity of the Interviewing officials, and the purpose of the interview, Chadwick provided the.
followi ng information:

Chadwick is a graduate of Elizabeth City State University with a degree in Business and
Marketing. He is employed as a Family Care Manager at the Family Resource Center-on Barrett Drive in °

Releigh, NC. His date of birth-(DOB) is || | NG

Chadwick stated.he initially learned thathe was named in an election protest when he was
contacted and informed of the protest by:Bob Halt of Democracy North Carolina.  He advised that ha

does not know and has never met the “author” of the protest, Charles, Heliwig, and lkewise does not

kriow any-of the cther twenty-one individuals accused in the protest by Heliwig of double-voting in
North Carclina and in ancther state.

Chadwick stated that he grew up in the state of Virginia and once resided -_at-_
which is'his parents’ address, and where his father, Robert Lee Chadwick, Sr. is
still currently resicing. He noted that his father is an active voter, having served asa'pol! official, and
that his father did vote i the 2016 General Election in Virginia. '

Chadwick has moved several timas since becoming an adult and leaving his parents’ home, and
he has since been married and has tiree children, Chadwickregistered to vote in Wake County, NCon
4/19/2016 afrer previously being registered in Hertford County, NC. He voted early “One-Stop” in Wake
County, NC for the November 8, 2016 General Election.

Chadiwick denied that he voted in Virginia 'or any other stats in the November 8 2018 Genera)
Election and stated that he did rot know why semeone wiuld accuse him of having done so, He stated

‘he is “disappeinted” to léarn that someone has accused-him:of an election crime and guestioned why-

Hellwig would attach Chadwick’s name to 2 legal document making that actusation when Hellwig did
not kaow if the accusation was true. Chadwick stated thathe never thought he would be avictim of a
false accusation and he stated he feels “violated.” He believes it-Is likély that his name was confused
‘with his father’s name since they are Chadwick “Sr.” and “Jr.”, and that their voting history was co-
mingled making it appear that Chadwick Ir. had voted in both states. He advised that, to his knowledge,
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he was.not registered in Virginia or Maryland at the time of the eléction and therefore could not have

voted in either of those states,

Chiadwick stated that it bothers him when he thinks about being falsely accused of double-
vating, He believes that the protest was possibly part of an effort to help former Governor McCrory:
because the governor's race was close at the time the protest was filed. However, he, questloned why
anybady would make such accusations.without evidence to back them up.

Chadwick stated that part'of his present job Is to counsel people who have lost their right to.
vote due to a felony conviction. Therefore, this kind of an accusation could atfectthe credibility and
reputation he has established a5 a role miode! for fathers who have made inistakes, induding criminal
violations.

Chadwick statéd that in a perfect world he would like to receive an in-person.apelagy from
Rellwig for falsely accusing him of voter fraud. Hawever, he stated that regardiess of whether that
happens, ke (Chadwick) knows he has not done anything wrong or illegal and has trust that “God

knows” he has done nothing wrong.

A copy of the protest document sigried by Hellwig and na ming Chadwick among twenty-ane.
gther individuals as having voted twice in the November 2016 general Election is attachedand made a
part hereto.ff

2016-166/Active
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