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MEMORANDUM  
December 10, 2024  

 

Pursuant to G.S. § 138A-15, as Chair of the North Carolina State Board of 

Elections, I have the duty to further compliance with the State Government Ethics 

Act. Earlier today, Member Siobhan Millen requested guidance under G.S. § 

138A-36(d) concerning participation In re Protests of Jefferson Griffin, Ashlee 

Adams, Frank Sossamon, and Stacie McGinn and provided an affidavit from her 

spouse, Pressley Millen. After consultation with legal counsel for the State Board 

of Elections, I find the following:  

 

1. Pressly Millen is a partner in the law firm of Womble Bond Dickson, 

which maintains offices in eleven States with over 600 lawyers and over 

170 partners. Other lawyers from Womble Bond Dickson are currently 

representing Justice Allison Riggs In re Protests of Jefferson Griffin, 

Ashlee Adams, Frank Sossamon, and Stacie McGinn.  

 

2. Mr. Millen has taken a number of steps to ensure that he does not 

participate in any way with any work lawyers in his firm have done or 

may do before the State Board of Elections (see attached affidavit). 

 

3. Womble Bond Dickson established an ethical screen in June 2023 to 

ensure that Mr. Millen does not participate in any State Board of 

Elections-related matter.  

 

4. As a result of the ethical screen, Mr. Millen has been walled off from 

participating in the election recount and any protests involving Justice 

Riggs, and any other matter before the State Board of Elections. He has 

been prohibited from communicating with Womble Bond Dickson lawyers 

and staff concerning the election recount and protests.  

 

5. Mr. Millen has expressly declined any share of any profits to Womble 

Bond Dickson which may arise from the work of others on the election 

recount and protests and has no financial interest in this proceeding. 

 

6. Because of Mr. Millen’s removal from any participation in or benefit from 

these matters, Member Millen’s impartiality cannot reasonably be 

questioned due to her relationship with Mr. Millen. The steps taken by 

Womble Bond Dickson and Mr. Millen ensure that Mr. Millen has no 

connection with this matter. Therefore, Member Millen’s independence of 

judgment is not impaired, and her participation in In re Protests of 

Jefferson Griffin, Ashlee Adams, Frank Sossamon, and Stacie McGinn has 

not been influenced.  

 



 
 
 
 

  

7. Given these circumstances, it would be inappropriate for Member Millen 

to be removed from consideration of this matter, and Member Millen will 

be permitted to fully participate.  

 

 

 

 

 

Alan Hirsch, Chair  

North Carolina State Board of Elections  












