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To North Carolina State Board of Elections 
P.O. Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 27611-7255    
Open Letter Sent by Email                                                                              Thursday, December 12, 2019  

Dear Chairman and State Board Members:  

You have a crucial decision to make Friday.  We at AUDIT Elections USA hope you will take the time to consider the 
new information regarding misinformation given to you by ES&S and documented problems that have occurred on 
the ES&S Express Vote around the country in the recent Nov. 5 elections.  We hope you will further consider the tens 
of millions of dollars to be saved if you go with the gold standard of elections, Hand-Marked Paper Ballots (HMPB).  

We have projected that in the 26 counties that were mainly using the iVotronic DREs, about $30 million could be 
saved if these counties were to go with hand-marked paper ballots counted on the ES&S DS200 Digital Scanner and 
the ADA-compliant AutoMark.  Cost-saving estimates for each county can be found at the end of this letter, and a 
detailed assessment for each county is available on request.  

The creation of great good has already occurred in one of these 26 counties – Guilford County.  Guilford opted to go 
with hand-marked paper ballots and the ES&S DS200 digital-scan voting machines, with one ExpressVote (that 
doesn’t have a tabulator built-in) for voters with disabilities. From the article: http://bit.ly/2Pgb4tV   

“Commissioner Alston said the county budgeted $8 million for new voting machines, and only 2.2 million 
was needed. That leaves the county with $5.8 million dollars to put toward raises, and maintenance 
concerns for the district if the motion passes. $1.3 million of that $5.8 million would go toward bus driver and 
county employee raises...” 

ES&S and Print Elect are pushing BMDs because of the overall sale price, high cost of maintenance contracts and 
expensive consulting contracts to keep the system in operation. For example, a precinct with approximately 800 
voters on election day would need 7 BMDs and one DS200 at a total cost about  $29,500 (not including consulting 
fees, maintenance contracts, and other related operational costs), while that same precinct using hand-marked paper 
ballots with a digital scanner and AutoMark would cost only approximately $8,500. That is a savings of $21,000 per 
polling location.  We prefer the AutoMark because it marks a regular ballot, thus protecting the confidentiality of the 
voter where the ExpressVote doesn’t. Video: Rev. Parish, President of Wake Federation of the Blind, testified to the 
SBOE that he prefers the AutoMark over the ExpressVote.  

Here are additional reasons why the State Board should take the opportunity to reject the ExpressVote.     

 ES&S and Print Elect have traveled the state telling folks that the “ExpressVote Universal Voting System is only a 
ballot marking device” and that the results summary card must be run through DS200 tabulator. Now they have come 
back with “ExpressVote Hybrid BMD/OpScan” that has a tabulator built-in. This is a major change and one that is of 
great concern to computer scientists.  There are 87,652 additional lines of source code in 529 files, over what you 
approved in the previous version. What’s up with that?  The following description by Kevin Skoglund, Senior 
Technical Advisor, National Defense Coalition, should make you concerned as well: “How the ExpressVote XL 
Could Alter Ballots”; and also Mr. Skoglund’s letter to board member Stella Anderson:  http://bit.ly/38zPms8  

ES&S's attempt to foist a fundamentally different and more expensive voting machine on North Carolina is a classic 
example of a seller's "bait and switch." The ExpressVote Universal Voting System is a ballot marking device only, 
and the vote summary card produced by that BMD must be run through a DS200 tabulator. The ExpressVote Hybrid 
BMD/OpScan has a built-in tabulator and is a fundamentally different product. This type of shady product switching 
should not be tolerated by the North Carolina State Board of Elections and frankly is of questionable legality. 

The new equipment is flawed, as evidenced by problems experienced around the country in the recent November 5 
elections. The ExpressVote tabulators miscounted votes in Northampton County, PA and caused long lines.  In 
Travis County, TX, fleeing voters took the ballot summary cards with them because they thought they were receipts, 

http://bit.ly/2Pgb4tV
https://www.printelect.com/resources/ess-partnership/
https://youtu.be/SDDgXoLssG0
https://www.printelect.com/resources/ess-partnership/
https://securiosa.com/posts/how_the_expressvote_xl_could_alter_ballots.html
https://securiosa.com/posts/how_the_expressvote_xl_could_alter_ballots.html
http://bit.ly/38zPms8
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so their votes were never counted. In Philadelphia County, twitchy touchscreens selected votes for the wrong 
candidates and many voters failed to confirm their votes, thereby losing them.  

Taxpayers should not be expected to pay for exorbitantly expensive voting equipment that is increasingly proving to 
be as vulnerable to systemic failures as the outmoded DREs they would be replacing. Voter turnout in an off-year 
election is a fraction of what it will be in a presidential year. The stress on this new largely untested touchscreen 
voting equipment--not to mention on election officials unfamiliar with how they operate--in a presidential year will be 
enormous and the possibility of election voting systems disasters in North Carolina is higher than ever. Hand-marked 
paper ballots are undoubtedly the better course for North Carolina and the country. 

Representatives from ES&S and Print Elect have misled election officials over and over again, and we have much of 
it on film. Their lobbyists have falsely said the new voting systems cannot be hacked because they “contain no 
software.” ES&S representatives have falsely stated to County Boards of Elections that the “timing marks” around 
optical scan ballots are “bar-codes” and then tried to convince county boards that there is no problem with the 
ExpressVote because they have been using bar-codes for over 20 years, which is a patently false comparison. In a 
meeting in Cary, NC on July 29, 2019, I personally delivered copies of a letter to all SBOE members and staff from a 
well-known computer scientist clarifying that this was not true. I continued to watch (and film) ES&S made this false 
statement over and over again.  Employees of the State Board of Elections said nothing and let ES&S mislead the 
county Boards of Elections with incorrect information when they were trying to make critical decisions. Link to Memo 
hand deliver to all the members to the NC State Board and support staff on 7.29.2019:  http://bit.ly/2so2pN2   

ES&S found many ways to disparage hand-marked paper ballots, including telling county Boards of Elections that 
voters don’t fill in the bubbles correctly, and the ExpressVote will fix that.  This falsehood ignores the fact that most 
voters do fill in the bubbles correctly, and hand-marked paper ballots is the only voting method where voter intent can 
be accurately determined. 

Another significant falsehood was ES&S statement to county election officials that they will recover their up-front 
investment in 7 to 10 years.  That’s impossible!  Regular ballots cost $0.24 to 0.28 cents each. The express vote 
ballot card cost between $0.095 to 0.14 cents each depends on the size of the thermal card.    

 It was painful to film and watch how ES&S misrepresentations misled good people. The Brennan Center for Justice 
just issued a new report on vendor problems: Brenner center for Justice. “A Framework for Election Vendor 
Oversight.   

“KEY POINT: The federal government regulates colored pencils, which are subject to mandatory standards 
promulgated by the Consumer Product Safety Commission, more stringently than it does America’s election 
infrastructure.”  http://bit.ly/2PD1qAh  

AUDIT ELECTIONS USA believes electoral vigilance is the duty and privilege of all citizens who seek a truly 
representative form of government.  We are committed to the struggle for elections that are transparent, trackable, 
and publicly verified. We hope in these strangest of times that we live,  that you are too.  

Like the Ghost of Christmas Future, who showed Scrooge two different possible futures, one good and one bad – 
you also have the Ghost of Future Elections before you.  Your choice is clear:  You can see the looming disaster that 
will inevitably wreak havoc on the state if you make an unwise decision about voting systems or you can see the 
great good you can accomplish for North Carolina with a wise choice that the majority of the state has done – Hand-
Marked Paper Ballots.  

Unfortunately, for the last few years, the federal Election Assistance Commission (EAC) has been largely 
dysfunctional. You have a responsibility to protect North Carolina and follow your state’s “Elections Systems 
Certification Program.”   

We urge you to reject ES&S's request to certify or otherwise approve the ExpressVote Hybrid BMD/OpScan as 
replacement equipment for the ExpressVote Universal Voting System, which allegedly is no longer in stock. Further, 

https://www.printelect.com/resources/ess-partnership/
http://bit.ly/2so2pN2
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/policy-solutions/framework-election-vendor-oversight
http://bit.ly/2PD1qAh
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBD_enUS855US855&biw=1674&bih=784&tbm=nws&sxsrf=ACYBGNSnAT-UGFBk8bzeXa_KlL8hk_hy4g%3A1576173868740&ei=LIHyXdDoLJ3O0PEP8KCG4Ak&q=The+Election+Assistance+Commission+is&oq=The+Election+Assistance+Commission+is&gs_l=psy-ab.12..33i299k1l2.9760.10255.0.12120.2.2.0.0.0.0.98.195.2.2.0....0...1c.1.64.psy-ab..0.2.195....0.Mr_OJzta3SU
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBD_enUS855US855&biw=1674&bih=784&tbm=nws&sxsrf=ACYBGNSnAT-UGFBk8bzeXa_KlL8hk_hy4g%3A1576173868740&ei=LIHyXdDoLJ3O0PEP8KCG4Ak&q=The+Election+Assistance+Commission+is&oq=The+Election+Assistance+Commission+is&gs_l=psy-ab.12..33i299k1l2.9760.10255.0.12120.2.2.0.0.0.0.98.195.2.2.0....0...1c.1.64.psy-ab..0.2.195....0.Mr_OJzta3SU
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dl.ncsbe.gov/State_Board_Meeting_Docs/2019-08-23/Certification/NCSBEVotingSystemsCertificationProgram_06132019.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dl.ncsbe.gov/State_Board_Meeting_Docs/2019-08-23/Certification/NCSBEVotingSystemsCertificationProgram_06132019.pdf
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we urge this Board to revoke the certification of the ExpressVote in light of the performance record in this past 
November 5, 2019 election as well as ES&S history of misleading statements. 

Our recommendation is for the board to mandate Hand-Marked Paper Ballots and Automarks for all ES&S counties  

The voters in your state depend on you, and the future of North Carolina elections is in your hands. 

Sincerely, 

John R Brakey 

John R. Brakey,  Director of Audit Elections USA 
P.O. BOX 26361, Tucson, AZ 85726 
520 339 2696 (cell) 
www.AUDITelectionsUSA.org  
 
Chris Sautter 
Special Counsel to Audit Elections USA 
3623 Everett Street N W 
Washington, DC 20008 
202-285-7560 (cell) 
 
CC Rev Dr. T Anthony Spearman, President NC NAACP 
Open Letter to County BOE, County Commissioner, Media, School Boards, and Public 
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