
On behalf of the Raleigh/Wake Council of the Blind, I wish to express that those of us who are 

blind or visually impaired desire full an equal participation in the voting process as required by 

federal law such as the Americans with Disabilities Act. We do appreciate all efforts that are 

being made to ensure our access to the voting process. To that end, we are concern as to 

whether or not we can fully independently vote as persons who are blind or visually impaired 

and whether or not the integrity of our vote will be ensured and its timely count with the new 

voting machine (ExpressVote). With the AutoMark, for example, as a person who is blind, I was 

able to independently listen to the ballot, make my selections, review them, print the 

completed ballot and place it in the ballot box. With the ExpressVote, it appears that with the 

summary card, while a person who has a visual impairment as well as other voters, will be able 

to enlarge and contrast the completed ballot. It appears that this summary ballot will have to 

be transferred to a standard ballot by a staffer and placed in a ballot box. My concern is that I 

have no way of knowing that my selections will be accurately transferred to the standard ballot 

or that it will be transferred in a timely manner to ensure that my vote will really be 

counted.      In short, it appears that not only my ability to vote independently may be 

compromised but also the integrity of my vote is at risk and my vote may or may not be 

counted at the same time as other voters with the ExpressVote. Therefore,  I request that these 

issues be fully resolved before selection of the ExpressVote replacement has been secured. I do 

look forward to being a part of this continued dialogue. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Lawrence Carter, President 

  

Raleigh/Wake Council of the Blind  

919-856-0034 

 


