
Joshua Malcolm, vice chairman of the State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement: 
 
“The subpoena we’ve received was and remains overly broad, unreasonable, vague, and clearly 
impacts significant interests of our voters, despite the correspondence received from the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of North Carolina to Mr. (Josh) Lawson, (State Board 
general counsel). The fact is the subpoena has not been withdrawn, despite such 
correspondence. For context, over the last five years that I’ve served on the State Board, this 
Board has routinely referred matters to the Eastern District of North Carolina for investigation, 
even when not required by law, policy or otherwise. I know this to be true because in many of 
those circumstances, I’ve made motions to refer those matters. To be clear, it’s my belief this 
Board stands ready to assist any appropriate federal/state law enforcement/prosecutorial 
agency in pursuit of any suspected illegal activity involving the voting process. But, this Board 
will, as required by our fiduciary responsibilities as state election officials, not stand idly by and 
consent to any agency attempting to obtain records and documents that violate the principles 
of overreach by the federal government, as in this circumstance.”  
 
Therefore and accordingly… 
 
Motion 1 (Vote: 9-0) 
 
I move that the State Board authorize the Attorney General’s Office to take any and all 
necessary steps to quash the grand jury subpoena—and any associated subpoenas in this 
matter—served on the State Board by the U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of North 
Carolina. 
 
 
Motion 2 (Vote: 9-0) 
 
I move that the State Board assert its authority under North Carolina General Statute 163A-
741(a), which is our general supervisory authority, and 163A-745, to assist petitioning county 
boards in proceedings that affect uniform administration of elections in our state, and hereby 
request that the Attorney General’s Office take steps necessary to quash the grand jury 
subpoena—and any associated subpoenas in this matter—affecting the 44 county boards 
within the Eastern District of North Carolina. 


