
 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 27255 

Raleigh, NC 27611-7255 

 

Phone: (919) 733-7173 

Fax: (919) 715-0135 

 

Posted November 19, 2016 

NOTICE OF EMERGENCY STATE BOARD MEETING 

 
 

The State Board of Elections will hold a public meeting by teleconference on Sunday, November 20, 2016 

at 4:00 p.m. Interested members of the public may listen to proceedings by dialing (213) 929-4212 

(code: 327-427-829) or online at https://goo.gl/96LSfy.  Materials will post as they become available here:  

https://goo.gl/aZUaug.  

 

 

AGENDA 

Call to order  

 

Statement regarding ethics and conflicts of interest  

G.S. § 138A-15(e)  

  

Authorization to request and secure outside counsel, as necessary  

G.S. §§ 114-2.3  and 147-17      

 
Executive Director Report 

Provisional research with Division of Motor Vehicles 

Use of maintenance databases under G.S. § 163-82.14 

 

Request to assume jurisdiction over certain protests of elections 

filed with county boards of elections  

G.S. § 163-182.12 
[See also G.S. §§ 163-82.84 through 163-82.89  (regarding voter 

challenges),  163-182.5  (regarding canvass), 163-182.10(a)(2)  

(regarding protests that concern the counting of votes) 

McCrory Letter (11/18) 

Cooper Letter (11/20) 

 

 

Adjourn  
 

_ 
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County Protestor (Link) Category Filings 
Bladen Dowless Absentee Fraud 1 
Durham Posthill Absentee Fraud 1 
Franklin Pearce Absentee Fraud 1 
Greene Sparks Absentee Fraud 1 
Halifax Myrick Absentee Fraud 1 
Northampton Dyer Absentee Fraud 1 
Forsyth Jones Absentee Return 1 
Alexander Sims Deceased 1 
Burke Parris Deceased 1 
Cabarrus Kennedy Deceased 1 
Craven Mischka Deceased 1 
Davidson Younts Deceased 1 
Forsyth Petrou Deceased 1 
Iredell Corbin Deceased 1 
Person Wrenn Deceased 1 
Wake Hellwig Deceased 1 
Alamance Carter1, Carter 2 Felon 2 
Bertie Terry Felon 1 
Cabarrus Kennedy Felon 1 
Cleveland Bowland Felon 1 
Craven Mischka Felon 1 
Cumberland Reinoehl Felon 1 
Durham Posthill Felon 1 
Forsyth Petrou Felon 1 
Granville Adsit Felon 1 
Guilford Porter Felon 1 
Harnett Elmore Felon 1 
Hoke Hartman Felon 1 
Jackson Hammond Felon 1 
Johnston Rentz 1, Rentz 2 Felon 2 
Lee Staley Felon 1 
Mecklenberg Brown Felon 1 
New Hanover Sengsoulavong Felon 1 
Stokes McBride Felon 1 
Wayne Heath Felon 1 
Alamance Carter Interstate Voter 1 
Brunswick Agovino Interstate Voter 1 
Cumberland Reinoehl Interstate Voter 1 
Durham Posthill Interstate Voter 1 
Guilford Porter Interstate Voter 1 
Moore Rowerdink Interstate Voter 1 
Orange Poole-Kober Interstate Voter 1 
Rockingham Schoolfield Interstate Voter 1 
Wayne Heath Interstate Voter 1 
Durham Posthill Provisional Error 1 
Mecklenberg Marks Sample Audit 1 
Guilford Forsberg SDR 1 
Durham Stark Voting Systems 1 
Forsyth Petrou Voting Systems 1 
Mecklenberg Mahoney Voting Systems 1 
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Statement regarding ethics: GS 138-15(e) 

In accordance with the State Government 

Ethics Act, it is the duty of every Board 

member to avoid both conflicts of interest 

and appearances of conflict.  

Does any Board member have any known 

conflict of interest or appearance of 

conflict with respect to any matters 

coming before the [Board] today?  

If so, please identify the conflict or 

appearance of conflict and refrain from 

any undue participation in the particular 

matter.  
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§ 114-2.3. Use of private counsel limited, NC ST § 114-2.3

 © 2016 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works. 1

KeyCite Red Flag - Severe Negative Treatment

 Enacted LegislationAmended by 2016 North Carolina Laws S.L. 2016-109 (S.B. 667),

West's North Carolina General Statutes Annotated
Chapter 114. Department of Justice

Article 1. Attorney General (Refs & Annos)

N.C.G.S.A. § 114-2.3

§ 114-2.3. Use of private counsel limited

Effective: August 6, 2014
Currentness

(a) Every agency, institution, department, bureau, board, or commission of the State, authorized by law to retain private
counsel, shall obtain written permission from the Attorney General prior to employing private counsel. This section does
not apply to counties, cities, towns, other municipal corporations or political subdivisions of the State, or any agencies
of these municipal corporations or political subdivisions, or to county or city boards of education.

(b) Article 2A of this Chapter applies to any contract to retain private counsel authorized by the Attorney General under
this section.

Credits
Added by Laws 1985, c. 479, § 135(a). Amended by S.L. 2014-110, § 1.2, eff. Aug. 6, 2014.

N.C.G.S.A. § 114-2.3, NC ST § 114-2.3
The statutes and Constitution are current through Chapters 93, 95 to 101 of the 2016 Regular Session of the General
Assembly, pending changes received from the Revisor of Statutes.

End of Document © 2016 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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§ 147-17. May employ counsel in cases wherein State is interested, NC ST § 147-17

 © 2016 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works. 1

KeyCite Yellow Flag - Negative Treatment

 Proposed Legislation

West's North Carolina General Statutes Annotated
Chapter 147. State Officers

Article 3. The Governor

N.C.G.S.A. § 147-17

§ 147-17. May employ counsel in cases wherein State is interested

Effective: July 1, 2011
Currentness

(a) No department, officer, agency, institution, commission, bureau or other organized activity of the State which receives
support in whole or in part from the State shall employ any counsel, except with the approval of the Governor. The
Governor shall give his approval only if the Attorney General has advised him, as provided in subsection (b) of this
section, that it is impracticable for the Attorney General to render the legal services. In any case or proceeding, civil or
criminal, in or before any court or agency of this State or any other state or the United States, or in any other matter in
which the State of North Carolina is interested, the Governor may employ such special counsel as he may deem proper
or necessary to represent the interest of the State, and may fix the compensation for their services.

(b) The Attorney General shall be counsel for all departments, officers, agencies, institutions, commissions, bureaus or
other organized activities of the State which receive support in whole or in part from the State. Whenever the Attorney
General shall advise the Governor that it is impracticable for him to render legal services to any State agency, officer,
institution, commission, bureau or other organized activity, or to defend a State employee or former employee as
authorized by Article 31A of Chapter 143 of the General Statutes, the Governor may authorize the employment of such
counsel, as in his judgment, should be employed to render such services, and may fix the compensation for their services.

(c) The Governor may direct that the compensation fixed under this section for special counsel shall be paid out of
appropriations or other funds credited to the appropriate department, agency, institution, commission, bureau, or other
organized activity of the State or out of the Contingency and Emergency Fund.

(d) In those instances when a department, officer, agency, institution, commission, bureau, or other organized activity of
the State which receives support in whole or in part from the State shall employ counsel other than the Attorney General
as permitted by law, such employed counsel shall allocate authority between counsel and the State client in conformance
with Rule 1.2 of the North Carolina Rules of Professional Conduct. In those instances where more than one counsel is
providing legal representation, counsel, or service on a legal matter on behalf of a State client, the client shall designate
in writing which of its legal counsel possesses final decision-making authority on behalf of the State client, and other co-
counsel shall, consistent with the Rules of Professional Conduct, cooperate with such designated lead counsel.

Credits
Amended by Laws 1961, c. 1007; Laws 1963, c. 1009; Laws 1967, c. 1092, § 2; Laws 1985, c. 479, § 136(a) to (d); S.L.
2011-145, § 22.4, eff. July 1, 2011.
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§ 147-17. May employ counsel in cases wherein State is interested, NC ST § 147-17

 © 2016 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works. 2

Notes of Decisions (3)

N.C.G.S.A. § 147-17, NC ST § 147-17
The statutes and Constitution are current through Chapters 93, 95 to 101 of the 2016 Regular Session of the General
Assembly, pending changes received from the Revisor of Statutes.

End of Document © 2016 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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§ 163-182.12. Authority of State Board of Elections over protests, NC ST § 163-182.12

 © 2016 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works. 1

West's North Carolina General Statutes Annotated
Chapter 163. Elections and Election Laws (Refs & Annos)

Subchapter VI. Conduct of Primaries and Elections
Article 15a. Counting Official Ballots, Canvassing Votes, Hearing Protests, and Certifying Results (Refs
& Annos)

N.C.G.S.A. § 163-182.12

§ 163-182.12. Authority of State Board of Elections over protests

Effective: August 19, 2007
Currentness

The State Board of Elections may consider protests that were not filed in compliance with G.S. 163-182.9, may initiate
and consider complaints on its own motion, may intervene and take jurisdiction over protests pending before a county
board, and may take any other action necessary to assure that an election is determined without taint of fraud or
corruption and without irregularities that may have changed the result of an election. Where a known group of voters
cast votes that were lost beyond retrieval or where a known group of voters was given an incorrect ballot style, the
State Board of Elections may authorize a county board of elections to allow those voters to recast their votes during a
period of two weeks after the canvass by the State Board of Elections required in G.S. 163-182.5(c). If there is no State
Board canvass after the election, the State Board may authorize the county board to allow the recasting of votes during
the two weeks after the county canvass set in G.S. 163-182.5(a). If the State Board approves a recasting of votes under
this section, any procedures the county board uses to contact those voters and allow them to recast their votes shall be
subject to approval by the State Board. Those recast votes shall be added to the returns and included in the canvass. The
recasting of those votes shall not be deemed a new election for purposes of G.S. 163-182.13.

Credits
Added by S.L. 2001-398, § 3, eff. Jan. 1, 2002. Amended by S.L. 2005-428, § 17, eff. Jan. 1, 2006; S.L. 2007-391, § 12,
eff. Aug. 19, 2007.

N.C.G.S.A. § 163-182.12, NC ST § 163-182.12
The statutes and Constitution are current through Chapters 93, 95 to 101 of the 2016 Regular Session of the General
Assembly, pending changes received from the Revisor of Statutes.

End of Document © 2016 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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NC General Statutes - Chapter 163 Article 8 1 

Article 8. 

Challenges. 

§ 163-84.  Time for challenge other than on day of primary or election. 

The registration records of each county shall be open to inspection by any registered voter of 

the State, including any chief judge or judge of elections, during the normal business hours of the 

county board of elections on the days when the board's office is open. At those times the right of 

any person to register, remain registered, or vote shall be subject to objection and challenge.  

(1901, c. 89, s. 19; Rev., s. 4339; C.S., s. 5972; 1929, c. 164, s. 36; 1953, c. 843; 1955, c. 800; c. 

871, s. 7; 1959, c. 616, s. 2; 1963, c. 303, s. 1; 1967, c. 775, s. 1; 1973, c. 793, s. 33; 1993 (Reg. 

Sess., 1994), c. 762, s. 24; 2013-381, s. 20.1.) 

 

§ 163-85.  Challenge procedure other than on day of primary or election. 

(a) Right to Challenge; When Challenge May Be Made. – Any registered voter of the 

county may challenge the right of any person to register, remain registered or vote in such 

county. No such challenge may be made after the twenty-fifth day before each primary, general, 

or special election. 

(b) Challenges Shall Be Made to the County Board of Elections. – Each challenge shall 

be made separately, in writing, under oath and on forms prescribed by the State Board of 

Elections, and shall specify the reasons why the challenged voter is not entitled to register, 

remain registered, or vote. When a challenge is made, the board of elections shall cause the word 

"challenged" to be written in pencil on the registration records of the voter challenged. The 

challenge shall be signed by the challenger and shall set forth the challenger's address. 

(c) Grounds for Challenge. – Such challenge may be made only for one or more of the 

following reasons: 

(1) That a person is not a resident of the State of North Carolina, or 

(2) That a person is not a resident of the county in which the person is registered, 

provided that no such challenge may be made if the person removed his 

residency and the period of removal has been less than 30 days, or 

(3) That a person is not a resident of the precinct in which the person is registered, 

provided that no such challenge may be made if the person removed his 

residency and the period of removal has been less than 30 days, or 

(4) That a person is not 18 years of age, or if the challenge is made within 60 days 

before a primary, that the person will not be 18 years of age by the next 

general election, or 

(5) That a person has been adjudged guilty of a felony and is ineligible to vote 

under G.S. 163-55(2), or 

(6), (7) Repealed by Session Laws 1985, c. 563, ss. 11.1, 11.2. 

(7a) That a person is dead, or 

(8) That a person is not a citizen of the United States, or 

(9) With respect to municipal registration only, that a person is not a resident of 

the municipality in which the person is registered, or 

(10) That the person is not who he or she represents himself or herself to be. 

(d) Preliminary Hearing. – When a challenge is made, the county board of election shall 

schedule a preliminary hearing on the challenge, and shall take such testimony under oath and 

receive such other evidence proffered by the challenger as may be offered. The burden of proof 

shall be on the challenger, and if no testimony is presented, the board shall dismiss the challenge. 
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NC General Statutes - Chapter 163 Article 8 2 

If the challenger presents evidence and if the board finds that probable cause exists that the 

person challenged is not qualified to vote, then the board shall schedule a hearing on the 

challenge. 

(e) Prima Facie Evidence That Voter No Longer Resides in Precinct. – The presentation 

of a letter mailed by returnable first-class mail to the voter at the address listed on the voter 

registration card and returned because the person does not live at the address shall constitute 

prima facie evidence that the person no longer resides in the precinct.  (1901, c. 89, s. 19; Rev., s. 

4339; C.S., s. 5972; 1953, c. 843; 1955, c. 800; 1963, c. 303, s. 1; 1967, c. 775, s. 1; 1973, c. 

793, s. 34; 1979, c. 357, s. 1; 1985, c. 563, ss. 11-11.2, 11.5; c. 589, s. 60; 1993 (Reg. Sess., 

1994), c. 762, s. 25; 2009-526, s. 1.2; 2009-541, s. 16.1(a); 2009-550, s. 11; 2010-96, s. 18.) 

 

§ 163-86.  Hearing on challenge. 

(a) A challenge made under G.S. 163-85 shall be heard and decided before the date of the 

next primary or election, except that if the board finds that because of the number of challenges, 

it cannot hold all hearings before the date of the election, it may order the challenges to be heard 

and decided at the next time the challenged person appears and seeks to vote, as if the challenge 

had been filed under G.S. 163-87. Unless the hearing is ordered held under G.S. 163-87, it shall 

be heard and decided by the board of elections. 

(b) At least 10 days prior to the hearing scheduled under G.S. 163-86(c), the board of 

elections shall mail by first-class mail, a written notice of the challenge to the challenged voter, 

to the address of the voter listed in the registration records of the county. The notice shall state 

succinctly the grounds asserted, and shall state the time and place of the hearing. If the hearing is 

to be held at the polls, the notice shall state that fact and shall list the date of the next scheduled 

election, the location of the voter's polling place, and the time the polls will be open. A copy of 

the notice shall be sent to the person making the challenge and to the chairman of each political 

party in the county. 

(c) At the time and place set for the hearing on a challenge entered prior to the date of a 

primary or election, the county board of elections shall explain to the challenged registrant the 

qualifications for registration and voting in this State. The board chairman, or in his absence the 

board secretary, shall then administer the following oath to the challenged registrant: 

"You swear (or affirm) that the statements and information you shall give in this hearing with 

respect to your identity and qualifications to be registered and to vote shall be the truth, the 

whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you, God." 

After swearing the challenged registrant, the board shall examine him as to his qualifications to 

be registered and to vote. If the challenged registrant insists that he is qualified, the board shall 

tender to him the following oath or affirmation: 

"You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you are a citizen of the United States; that you are at 

least 18 years of age or will become 18 by the date of the next general election; that you have or 

will have resided in this State and in the precinct for which registered for 30 days by the date of 

the next primary or election; that you are not disqualified from voting by the Constitution or the 

laws of this State; that your name is ____, and that in such name you were duly registered as a 

voter of ____ precinct; and that you are the person you represent yourself to be, so help you, 

God." 

If the challenged registrant refuses to take the tendered oath, or submit to the board the affidavit 

required by subsection (d), below, the challenge shall be sustained. If the challenged registrant 
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NC General Statutes - Chapter 163 Article 8 3 

takes the tendered oath, the board may, nevertheless, sustain the challenge if it finds the 

challenged registrant is not a legal voter. 

The board, in conducting hearings on challenges, shall have authority to subpoena any 

witnesses it may deem appropriate, and administer the necessary oaths or affirmations to all 

witnesses brought before it to testify to the qualifications of the persons challenged. 

(d) Appearance by Challenged Registrant. – The challenged registrant shall appear in 

person at the challenge hearing. If he is unable to appear in person, he may be represented by 

another person and must tender to the county board of elections an affidavit that he is a citizen of 

the United States, is at least 18 years of age or will become 18 by the date of the next general 

election, has or will have resided in this State and in the precinct for which registered for 30 days 

by the date of the next primary or election, is not disqualified from voting by the Constitution or 

laws of this State, is named ____ and was duly registered as a voter of ____ precinct in such 

name, and is the person represented to be by the affidavit.  (1901, c. 89, s. 22; Rev., s. 4340; 

C.S., s. 5973; 1955, c. 871, s. 2; 1967, c. 775, s. 1; 1971, c. 1231, s. 1; 1973, c. 793, s. 35; 1979, 

c. 357, s. 2; 2008-150, s. 5(b).) 

 

§ 163-87.  Challenges allowed on day of primary or election. 

On the day of a primary or election, at the time a registered voter offers to vote, any other 

registered voter of the county may exercise the right of challenge, and when the voter does so 

may enter the voting enclosure to make the challenge, but the voter shall retire therefrom as soon 

as the challenge is heard. 

On the day of a primary or election, any other registered voter of the county may challenge a 

person for one or more of the following reasons: 

(1) One or more of the reasons listed in G.S. 163-85(c). 

(2) That the person has already voted in that primary or election. 

(3) Repealed by Session Laws 2009-541, s. 16.1(b), effective August 28, 2009. 

(4) If the challenge is made with respect to voting in a partisan primary, that the 

person is a registered voter of another political party. 

(5) Except as provided in G.S. 163-166.13(d) and G.S. 163-166.14, the voter does 

not present photo identification in accordance with G.S. 163-166.13. 

The chief judge, judge, or assistant appointed under G.S. 163-41 or 163-42 may enter 

challenges under this section against voters in the precinct for which appointed regardless of the 

place of residence of the chief judge, judge, or assistant. 

If a person is challenged under this subsection, and the challenge is sustained under G.S. 

163-85(c)(3), the voter may still transfer that voter's registration under G.S. 163-82.15(e) if 

eligible under that section, and the registration shall not be cancelled under G.S. 163-90.2(a) if 

the transfer is made. A person who has transferred that voter's registration under G.S. 

163-82.15(e) may be challenged at the precinct to which the registration is being transferred. 

(1915, c. 101, s. 11; 1917, c. 218; C.S., s. 6031; 1921, c. 181, s. 6; 1923, c. 111, s. 14; 1929, c. 

164, s. 36; 1953, c. 843; 1955, c. 800; c. 871, s. 7; 1959, c. 616, s. 2; c. 1203, s. 7; 1963, c. 303, 

s. 1; 1967, c. 775, s. 1; 1985, c. 563, ss. 11.4, 14; 1987, c. 408, s. 7; 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 

762, s. 26; 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 734, s. 4; 2006-262, s. 3(a); 2009-541, s. 16.1(b); 

2013-381, ss. 2.9, 20.2.) 

 

§ 163-88.  Hearing on challenge made on day of primary or election. 
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NC General Statutes - Chapter 163 Article 8 4 

A challenge entered on the day of a primary or election shall be heard and decided by the 

chief judge and judges of election of the precinct in which the challenged registrant is registered 

before the polls are closed on the day the challenge is made. When the challenge is heard the 

precinct officials conducting the hearing shall explain to the challenged registrant the 

qualifications for registration and voting in this State, and shall examine him as to his 

qualifications to be registered and to vote. If the challenged registrant insists that he is qualified, 

and if, by sworn testimony, he shall prove his identity with the person in whose name he offers to 

vote and his continued residence in the precinct since he was registered, one of the judges of 

election or the chief judge shall tender to him the following oath or affirmation, omitting the 

portions in brackets if the challenge is heard on the day of an election other than a primary: 

"You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you are a citizen of the United States; that you are at 

least 18 years of age [or will become 18 by the date of the next general election]; that you have 

[or will have] resided in this State and in the precinct for which registered for 30 days [by the 

date of the next general election]; that you are not disqualified from voting by the Constitution 

and laws of this State; that your name is_____________, and that in such name you were duly 

registered as a voter of this precinct; that you are the person you represent yourself to be; [that 

you are affiliated with the __________ party]; and that you have not voted in this [primary] 

election at this or any other voting place. So help you, God." 

If the challenged registrant refuses to take the tendered oath, the challenge shall be sustained, 

and the precinct officials conducting the hearing shall mark the registration records to reflect 

their decision, and they shall erase the challenged registrant's name from the pollbook if it has 

been entered therein. If the challenged registrant takes the tendered oath, the precinct officials 

conducting the hearing may, nevertheless, sustain the challenge unless they are satisfied that the 

challenged registrant is a legal voter. If they are satisfied that he is a legal voter, they shall 

overrule the challenge and permit him to vote. Whenever any person's vote is received after 

having taken the oath prescribed in this section, the chief judge or one of the judges of election 

shall write on the registration record and on the pollbook opposite the registrant's name the word 

"sworn." 

Precinct election officials conducting hearings on challenges on the day of a primary or 

election shall have authority to administer the necessary oaths or affirmations to all witnesses 

brought before them to testify to the qualifications of the person challenged. 

A letter or postal card mailed by returnable mail and returned by the United States Postal 

Service purportedly because the person no longer lives at that address or because a forwarding 

order has expired shall not be admissible evidence in a challenge heard under this section which 

was made under G.S. 163-87. (1901, c. 89, s. 22; Rev., s. 4340; C.S., s. 5973; 1955, c. 871, s. 2; 

1967, c. 775, s. 1; 1971, c. 1231, s. 1; 1973, c. 1223, s. 6; 1985, c. 380, ss. 1, 1.1; 1993 (Reg. 

Sess., 1994), c. 762, s. 27.) 

 

§ 163-88.1.  Request for challenged ballot. 

(a) If the decision of the chief judge and judges pursuant to G.S. 163-88 is to sustain the 

challenge, the challenged voter may request a challenged ballot by submitting an application to 

the chief judge, such application shall include as part thereof an affidavit that such person 

possesses all the qualifications for voting and is entitled to vote at the election. The form of such 

affidavit shall be prescribed by the State Board of Elections and shall be available at the polls. 

(b) Any person requesting a challenged ballot shall have the letter "C" entered at the 

appropriate place on the voter's permanent registration record. The voter's name shall be entered 
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on a separate page in the pollbook entitled "Challenged Ballot," and serially numbered. The 

challenged ballot shall be the same type of ballot used for absentee voters, and the chief judge 

shall write across the top of the ballot "Challenged Ballot #____," and shall insert the same serial 

number as entered in the pollbook. The chief judge shall deliver to such voter a challenged ballot 

together with an envelope marked "Challenged Ballot" and serially numbered. The challenged 

voter shall forthwith mark the ballot in the presence of the chief judge in such manner that the 

chief judge shall not know how the ballot is marked. He shall then fold the ballot in the presence 

of the chief judge so as to conceal the markings and deposit and seal it in the serially numbered 

envelope. He shall then deliver such envelope to the chief judge. The chief judge shall retain all 

such envelopes in an envelope provided by the county board of elections, which he shall seal 

immediately after the polls close, and deliver to the board chairman at the canvass. 

(c) The chairman of the county board of elections shall preserve such ballots in the sealed 

envelopes for a period of six months after the election. However, in the case of a contested 

election, either party to such action may request the court to order that the sealed envelopes 

containing challenged ballots be delivered to the board of elections by the chairman. If so 

ordered, the board of elections shall then convene and consider each challenged ballot and rule as 

to which ballots shall be counted. In such consideration, the board may take such further 

evidence as it deems necessary, and shall have the power of subpoena. If any ballots are ordered 

to be counted, they shall be added to the vote totals. (1979, c. 357, s. 3; 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), 

c. 762, s. 28.) 

 

§ 163-89.  Procedures for challenging absentee ballots. 

(a) Time for Challenge. – The absentee ballot of any voter may be challenged on the day 

of any statewide primary or general election or county bond election beginning no earlier than 

noon and ending no later than 5:00 P.M., or by the chief judge at the time of closing of the polls 

as provided in G.S. 163-232 and G.S. 163-258.26(b). The absentee ballot of any voter received 

by the county board of elections pursuant to G.S. 163-231(b)(ii) or (iii) may be challenged no 

earlier than noon on the day following the election and no later than 5:00 p.m. on the next 

business day following the deadline for receipt of such absentee ballots. 

(b) Who May Challenge. – Any registered voter of the same precinct as the absentee 

voter may challenge that voter's absentee ballot. 

(c) Form and Nature of Challenge. – Each challenged absentee ballot shall be challenged 

separately. The burden of proof shall be on the challenger. Each challenge shall be made in 

writing and, if they are available, shall be made on forms prescribed by the State Board of 

Elections. Each challenge shall specify the reasons why the ballot does not comply with the 

provisions of this Article or why the absentee voter is not legally entitled to vote in the particular 

primary or election. The challenge shall be signed by the challenger. 

(d) To Whom Challenge Addressed; to Whom Challenge Delivered. – Each challenge 

shall be addressed to the county board of elections. It may be filed with the board at its offices or 

with the chief judge of the precinct in which the challenger and absentee voter are registered. If it 

is delivered to the chief judge, the chief judge shall personally deliver the challenge to the 

chairman of the county board of elections on the day of the county canvass. 

(e) Hearing Procedure. – All challenges filed under this section shall be heard by the 

county board of elections on the day set for the canvass of the returns. All members of the board 

shall attend the canvass and all members shall be present for the hearing of challenges to 

absentee ballots. 
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Before the board hears a challenge to an absentee ballot, the chairman shall mark the word 

"challenged" after the voter's name in the register of absentee ballot applications and ballots 

issued and in the pollbook of absentee voters. 

The board then shall hear the challenger's reasons for the challenge, and it shall make its 

decision without opening the container-return envelope or removing the ballots from it. 

The board shall have authority to administer the necessary oaths or affirmations to all 

witnesses brought before it to testify to the qualifications of the voter challenged or to the 

validity or invalidity of the ballot. 

If the challenge is sustained, the chairman shall mark the word "sustained" after the word 

"challenged" following the voter's name in the register of absentee ballot applications and ballots 

issued and in the pollbook of absentee voters; the voter's ballots shall not be counted; and the 

container-return envelope shall not be opened but shall be marked "Challenge Sustained." All 

envelopes so marked shall be preserved intact by the chairman for a period of six months from 

canvass day or longer if any contest then is pending concerning the validity of any absentee 

ballot. 

If the challenge is overruled, the absentee ballots shall be removed from the container-return 

envelopes and counted by the board of elections, and the board shall adjust the appropriate 

abstracts of returns to show that the ballots have been counted and tallied in the manner provided 

for unchallenged absentee ballots. 

If the challenge was delivered to the board by the chief judge of the precinct and was 

sustained, the board shall reopen the appropriate ballot boxes, remove such ballots, determine 

how those ballots were voted, deduct such ballots from the returns, and adjust the appropriate 

abstracts of returns. 

Any voter whose ballots have been challenged may, either personally or through an 

authorized representative, appear before the board at the hearing on the challenge and present 

evidence as to the validity of the ballot.  (1939, c. 159, ss. 8, 9; 1945, c. 758, s. 8; 1953, c. 1114; 

1963, c. 547, s. 8; 1965, c. 871; 1967, c. 775, s. 1; 1973, c. 536, s. 4; 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 

762, s. 29; 2009-537, s. 8(c); 2014-111, s. 15(d).) 

 

§ 163-90.  Challenge as felon; answer not to be used on prosecution. 

If any registered voter is challenged as having been convicted of any crime which excludes 

him from the right of suffrage, he shall be required to answer any question in relation to the 

alleged conviction, but his answers to such questions shall not be used against him in any 

criminal prosecution. (1901, c. 89, s. 71; Rev., s. 3388; C.S., s. 5974; 1967, c. 775, s. 1.) 

 

§ 163-90.1.  Burden of proof. 

(a) Challenges shall not be made indiscriminately and may only be made if the 

challenger knows, suspects or reasonably believes such a person not to be qualified and entitled 

to vote. 

(b) No challenge shall be sustained unless the challenge is substantiated by affirmative 

proof. In the absence of such proof, the presumption shall be that the voter is properly registered 

or affiliated. (1979, c. 357, s. 4.) 

 

§ 163-90.2.  Action when challenge sustained, overruled, or dismissed. 

(a) When any challenge is sustained for any cause listed under G.S. 163-85(c), the board 

shall cancel or correct the voter registration of the voter. The board shall maintain such record 
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for at least six months and during the pendency of any appeal. The challenged ballot shall be 

counted for any ballot items for which the challenged voter is eligible to vote, as if it were a 

provisional official ballot under the provisions of G.S. 163-166.11(4). 

(b) Repealed by Session Laws 2006-252, s. 3(b), effective August 27, 2006. 

(c) When any challenge made under G.S. 163-85 is overruled or dismissed, the board 

shall erase the word "challenged" which appears on the person's registration records. 

(d) A decision by a county board of elections on any challenge made under the provisions 

of this Article shall be appealable to the Superior Court of the county in which the offices of that 

board are located within 10 days. Only those persons against whom a challenge is sustained or 

persons who have made a challenge which is overruled shall have standing to file such appeal. 

(1979, c. 357, s. 4; 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1028, s. 11; 2006-262, s. 3(b).) 

 

§ 163-90.3.  Making false affidavit perjury. 

Any person who shall knowingly make any false affidavit or shall knowingly swear or affirm 

falsely to any matter or thing required by the terms of this Article to be sworn or affirmed shall 

be guilty of a Class I felony. (1979, c. 357, s. 4; 1987, c. 565, s. 2.) 
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West's North Carolina General Statutes Annotated
Chapter 163. Elections and Election Laws (Refs & Annos)

Subchapter VI. Conduct of Primaries and Elections
Article 15a. Counting Official Ballots, Canvassing Votes, Hearing Protests, and Certifying Results (Refs
& Annos)

N.C.G.S.A. § 163-182.5

§ 163-182.5. Canvassing votes

Currentness

(a) The Canvass. -- As used in this Article, the term “canvass” means the entire process of determining that the votes
have been counted and tabulated correctly, culminating in the authentication of the official election results. The board
of elections conducting a canvass has authority to send for papers and persons and to examine them and pass upon the
legality of disputed ballots.

(b) Canvassing by County Board of Elections. -- The county board of elections shall meet at 11:00 A.M. on the tenth
day after every election held on the same day as a general election in November of the even-numbered year, and at 11:00
A.M. on the seventh day after every other election, to complete the canvass of votes cast and to authenticate the count in
every ballot item in the county by determining that the votes have been counted and tabulated correctly. If, despite due
diligence by election officials, the initial counting of all the votes has not been completed by that time, the county board
may hold the canvass meeting a reasonable time thereafter. The canvass meeting shall be at the county board of elections
office, unless the county board, by unanimous vote of all its members, designates another site within the county. The
county board shall examine the returns from precincts, from absentee official ballots, from the sample hand-to-eye paper
ballot counts, and from provisional official ballots and shall conduct the canvass.

(c) Canvassing by State Board of Elections. -- After each general election, the State Board of Elections shall meet at 11:00
A.M. on the Tuesday three weeks after election day to complete the canvass of votes cast in all ballot items within the
jurisdiction of the State Board of Elections and to authenticate the count in every ballot item in the county by determining
that the votes have been counted and tabulated correctly. After each primary, the State Board shall fix the date of its
canvass meeting. If, by the time of its scheduled canvass meeting, the State Board has not received the county canvasses,
the State Board may adjourn for not more than 10 days to secure the missing abstracts. In obtaining them, the State
Board is authorized to secure the originals or copies from the appropriate clerks of superior court or county boards of
elections, at the expense of the counties.

Credits
Added by S.L. 2001-398, § 3, eff. Jan. 1, 2002. Amended by S.L. 2003-278, § 10(a), eff. Jan. 1, 2004; S.L. 2005-323, § 5(c),
eff. Jan. 1, 2006; S.L. 2005-428, § 11(a), eff. Jan. 1, 2006.

Notes of Decisions (49)

N.C.G.S.A. § 163-182.5, NC ST § 163-182.5
The statutes and Constitution are current through Chapters 93, 95 to 101 of the 2016 Regular Session of the General
Assembly, pending changes received from the Revisor of Statutes.
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West's North Carolina General Statutes Annotated
Chapter 163. Elections and Election Laws (Refs & Annos)

Subchapter VI. Conduct of Primaries and Elections
Article 15a. Counting Official Ballots, Canvassing Votes, Hearing Protests, and Certifying Results (Refs
& Annos)

N.C.G.S.A. § 163-182.10

§ 163-182.10. Consideration of protest by county board of elections

Currentness

(a) Preliminary Consideration. - The following principles shall apply to the initial consideration of election protests by
the county board of elections:

(1) The county board shall, as soon as possible after the protest is filed, meet to determine whether the protest
substantially complies with G.S. 163-182.9 and whether it establishes probable cause to believe that a violation
of election law or irregularity or misconduct has occurred. If the board determines that one or both requirements
are not met, the board shall dismiss the protest. The board shall notify both the protester and the State Board of
Elections. The protester may file an amended protest or may appeal to the State Board. If the board determines
that both requirements are met, it shall schedule a hearing.

(2) If a protest was filed before the canvass and concerns the counting and tabulating of votes, the county board
shall resolve the protest before the canvass is completed. If necessary to provide time to resolve the protest, the
county board may recess the canvass meeting, but shall not delay the completion of the canvass for more than
three days unless approved by the State Board of Elections. Resolution of the protest shall not delay the canvass
of ballot items unaffected by the protest. The appeal of a dismissal shall not delay the canvass.

(3) If a protest concerns an irregularity other than the counting or tabulating of votes, that protest shall not delay
the canvass.

(b) Notice of Hearing. - The county board shall give notice of the protest hearing to the protester, any candidate likely to
be affected, any election official alleged to have acted improperly, and those persons likely to have a significant interest
in the resolution of the protest. Each person given notice shall also be given a copy of the protest or a summary of its
allegations. The manner of notice shall be as follows:

(1) If the protest concerns the manner in which the votes were counted or the results tabulated, the protester shall
be told at the time of filing that the protest will be heard at the time of the canvass. Others shall be notified as
far in advance of the canvass as time permits.

(2) If the protest concerns a matter other than the manner in which votes were counted or results tabulated, the
county board shall comply with rules to be promulgated by the State Board of Elections concerning reasonable
notice of the hearing.
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Failure to comply with the notice requirements in this subsection shall not delay the holding of a hearing nor invalidate
the results if it appears reasonably likely that all interested persons were aware of the hearing and had an opportunity
to be heard.

(c) Conduct of Hearing. - The following principles shall apply to the conduct of a protest hearing before the county
board of elections:

(1) The county board may allow evidence to be presented at the hearing in the form of affidavits or it may examine
witnesses. The chair or any two members of the board may subpoena witnesses or documents. Each witness must
be placed under oath before testifying.

(2) The county board may receive evidence at the hearing from any person with information concerning the subject
of the protest. The person who made the protest shall be permitted to present allegations and introduce evidence
at the hearing. Any other person to whom notice of hearing was given, if present, shall be permitted to present
evidence. The board may allow evidence by affidavit. The board may permit evidence to be presented by a person
to whom notice was not given, if the person apparently has a significant interest in the resolution of the protest
that is not adequately represented by other participants.

(3) The hearing shall be recorded by a reporter or by mechanical means, and the full record of the hearing shall be
preserved by the county board until directed otherwise by the State Board.

(d) Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law by County Board. - The county board shall make a written decision on
each protest which shall state separately each of the following:

(1) Findings of fact. - The findings of fact shall be based exclusively on the evidence and on matters officially noticed.
Findings of fact, if set forth in statutory language, shall be accompanied by a concise and explicit statement of
the underlying facts supporting them.

(2) Conclusions of law. - The conclusions the county board may state, and their consequences for the board's order,
are as follows:

a. “The protest should be dismissed because it does not substantially comply with G.S. 163-182.9.” If the board
makes this conclusion, it shall order the protest dismissed.

b. “The protest should be dismissed because there is not substantial evidence of a violation of the election law
or other irregularity or misconduct.” If the county board makes this conclusion, it shall order the protest
dismissed.

c. “The protest should be dismissed because there is not substantial evidence of any violation, irregularity, or
misconduct sufficient to cast doubt on the results of the election.” If the county board makes this conclusion,
it shall order the protest dismissed.
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d. “There is substantial evidence to believe that a violation of the election law or other irregularity or misconduct
did occur, and might have affected the outcome of the election, but the board is unable to finally determine
the effect because the election was a multicounty election.” If the county board makes this conclusion, it shall
order that the protest and the county board's decision be sent to the State Board for action by it.

e. “There is substantial evidence to believe that a violation of the election law or other irregularity or misconduct
did occur and that it was sufficiently serious to cast doubt on the apparent results of the election.” If the county
board makes this conclusion, it may order any of the following as appropriate:

1. That the vote total as stated in the precinct return or result of the canvass be corrected and new results
declared.

2. That votes be recounted.

3. That the protest and the county board's decision be sent to the State Board for action by it.

4. Any other action within the authority of the county board.

(3) An order. - Depending on the conclusion reached by the county board, its order shall be as directed in subdivision
(c)(2). If the county board is not able to determine what law is applicable to the Findings of Fact, it may send its
findings of fact to the State Board for it to determine the applicable law.

(e) Rules by State Board of Elections. - The State Board of Elections shall promulgate rules providing for adequate notice
to parties, scheduling of hearings, and the timing of deliberations and issuance of decision.

Credits
Added by S.L. 2001-398, § 3, eff. Jan. 1, 2002.

N.C.G.S.A. § 163-182.10, NC ST § 163-182.10
The statutes and Constitution are current through Chapters 93, 95 to 101 of the 2016 Regular Session of the General
Assembly, pending changes received from the Revisor of Statutes.

End of Document © 2016 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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Kevin J. Hamilton 

KHamilton@perkinscoie.com 

D. +1.206.359.8741 

F. +1.206.359.9741 

 

 

November 20, 2016 

VIA EMAIL TRANSMISSION 
 

A. Grant Whitney, Jr., Chairman 

Rhonda K. Amoroso, Secretary 

Joshua D. Malcolm, Member 

James Baker, Member 

Dr. Maja Kricker, Member 

Kimberly Westbrook Strach, Executive Director 

North Carolina State Board of Elections 

441 N. Harrington Street 

Raleigh, NC  27603 

 

Re: McCrory Campaign’s Request for State Board of Elections to Intervene 

 

Dear Members of the State Board of Elections: 

I write on behalf of the gubernatorial campaign of Attorney General Roy Cooper to respectfully 

request that the State Board of Elections (“SBE”) decline to “exercise its power to take 

jurisdiction over all protests currently pending in front of the county Boards of Election,” as 

proposed by the McCrory campaign. 11/18/16 Letter from R. Peck to Chairman Whitney and 

Director Strach. 

The McCrory campaign has bombarded the counties with protests challenging the eligibility of 

individual voters.  To date, the county boards that have considered these protests have generally 

rejected them based on a dearth of factual evidence.  Now, after multiple defeats in the counties, 

the McCrory campaign is asking the SBE to bail it out, take over the process, and consolidate all 

of these county protests before the Board.  But the campaign’s stated justification for the 

request—that the SBE can “facilitate a quicker resolution of the issues raised by the protests”—is 

simply incorrect.  Requiring the SBE to hold hundreds of hearings to determine the eligibility of 

individual voters will slow down the process and impose undue burdens on both the SBE and the 

voters themselves, who would be forced to either travel to Raleigh or forego their statutory right 

to resist these challenges in person.  Moreover, the SBE would be taking on substantial legal risk 

by acceding to the McCrory campaign’s request: any voter whose vote was improperly discarded 

following a rushed hearing could sue in federal court.  The factual determinations necessitated by 

the McCrory campaign’s flailing legal strategy are best left to the county boards. 

Nonetheless, the SBE could help facilitate the resolution of this process by issuing guidance on 
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several discrete legal questions, as explained below.  

I. Factual Determinations Regarding Eligibility Should Be Left to County Boards 

On November 16, the McCrory campaign announced that protests were being filed in 11 

counties “over potentially fraudulent absentee ballots.”
1
  On November 17, the McCrory 

campaign announced that it had organized protests that were being filed in 50 counties across 

North Carolina.
2
 A Fayetteville Observer article indicated that the protests were prepared by 

Governor McCrory’s legal team and then signed by a resident of the counties in which the 

protests were filed.
3
 

On November 18, the county boards began considering the requests: 

 Following a hearing, the Durham County Board of Elections (“CBE”) unanimously 

dismissed a protest filed by Republican Party attorney Thomas Stark.
4
 Mr. Stark’s protest 

had accused the Durham CBE of “engag[ing] in malfeasance with regard to ensuring the 

accuracy of the tabulation”; described certain election results as “dramatically corrupted”; 

and maligned the CBE’s conduct as “wholly unreasonable.”
5
      

 The Halifax CBE voted unanimously to dismiss a protest alleging absentee ballot fraud.
6
  

The board members concluded, correctly, that the conduct alleged in the protest—serving 

as a witness on multiple voters’ absentee ballots—is perfectly legal.  (It is, indeed, 

common both here and elsewhere in conjunction with get-out-the-vote activities.)  The 

Halifax CBE also rejected a protest alleging that a felon had voted.  One member of the 

Halifax CBE explained to the News & Observer that the protest did “not [offer] an ounce 

of proof or anything that we can go on.”  

 The Wake CBE voted to dismiss two protests, including one involving alleged felon 

voting.  Two of the three individuals whom the McCrory Campaign accused of being 

felons were entirely innocent.
7
 

 The Orange CBE unanimously voted to reject a protest alleging that six voters had voted 

in other states.
8
  In addition to the fact that the protestor failed to appear at the hearing, 

                                                 
1
 https://www.patmccrory.com/2016/11/16/protests-filed-11-counties-potentially-fraudulent-absentee-ballots/  

2
 http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/politics-government/article115509573.html.  

3
 http://www.fayobserver.com/news/local/fayetteville-resident-files-election-protests-with-help-of-mccrory-

campaign/article_988deeb3-416a-5f15-b6ec-07a4b1afca97.html. 
4
 http://www.wral.com/durham-elections-official-no-evidence-vote-count-wrong/16238806/. 

5
 https://s3.amazonaws.com/dl.ncsbe.gov/Requests/2016_General_Election_(post)/11-11_Protest_Durham.pdf.  

6
 http://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/election/article115632368.html#storylink=cpy.  

7
 http://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article115641378.html. 

8
 http://www.sanfordherald.com/news/lee_county/mccrory-challenges-count-in-counties-lee-among-those-

protested/article_9d1ee058-adde-11e6-b5ce-27170546eb3a.html. 
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the Orange CBE found that the protest was an untimely challenge under the wrong 

statute; the documentation presented was insufficient to substantiate the allegations; and 

the number of ballots at issue was not sufficient to affect the result of any election. 

 The Mecklenburg CBE unanimously voted to reject two protests alleging that felons had 

voted.  The Chair concluded, “We had two separate protests. In both cases, we did not 

find probable cause that there were irregularities in any of the precinct results.”
9
 

 The Forsyth CBE rejected a protest alleging that an absentee voter had died.
10

  In fact, the 

voter was both alive and entirely qualified to cast a ballot in the election. 

 The Lee CBE found no probable cause and dismissed a protest.
11

 

Significantly, the protests that the CBEs are rejecting have largely failed because they are 

factually unsound. The determinations required to resolve the pending protests—such as whether 

a ballot was impermissibly cast by a felon or whether an individual voted twice—are, for the 

most part, pure questions of fact.  These decisions are best made at the local level.  The CBEs 

have found that they cannot rely on the factual representations made in the McCrory campaign’s 

protests and must do their own fact-finding.  As was the case in the Durham County protest of 

Mr. Stark, CBE members may well have been present on Election Day for events that are 

relevant to the resolution of these protests. In other instances, they may know the voters at issue 

and whether the voters are felons or deceased.  

In addition, distributing responsibility among dozens of CBEs to review a large number of 

factual allegations makes far more sense than having a single entity—the SBE—make a large 

volume of highly consequential decisions about voter eligibility. If the SBE were to assert 

jurisdiction now, it would be required to hear from potentially hundreds of witnesses from 

dozens of counties.  Voters would have to be notified of their right to appear.  See Memo 2016-

26 from Kim Westbrook Strach, Executive Director, to County Boards of Election (Nov. 18, 

2016).  And rather than making a relatively short drive to their local boards of election, voters 

from across the state would be forced to haul themselves to Raleigh or forego their statutory right 

to appear.  See N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-89.  The SBE, too, would be taking on legal risk: wrongly 

discarding the votes of eligible voters after rushed hearings could subject the SBE to multiple 

federal court challenges.  The McCrory campaign should not be permitted to overwhelm the SBE 

in an effort to skirt rigorous scrutiny of those claims on an individual basis, particularly when 

those claims have proven to be factually unsound to date. 

                                                 
9
 http://www.wcnc.com/news/politics/elections/mecklenburg-delays-count-of-provisional-ballots/353905283. 

10
 http://www.journalnow.com/news/elections/state/gop-official-alleges-illegal-voting-in-forsyth/article_c4970ef2-

935d-5b14-90ff-79df32723663.html. 
11

 http://www.sanfordherald.com/news/lee_county/mccrory-challenges-count-in-counties-lee-among-those-

protested/article_9d1ee058-adde-11e6-b5ce-27170546eb3a.html. 
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II. The SBE May Provide Legal Guidance Without Exercising Jurisdiction Over the 

Pending Protests 

Although the SBE should decline to take jurisdiction over the pending protests for the reasons set 

forth above, nothing prevents the SBE from issuing legal guidance to the CBEs at the same time 

(or thereafter), as it has throughout the canvass process.  The Cooper campaign would welcome 

such guidance and respectfully requests that the SBE make the following points clear in order to 

streamline the resolution of the pending protests. 

First, the SBE should explain that all individualized challenges to absentee voters are untimely 

and may not be restyled as protests to circumvent the statutory deadline (which passed on 5 p.m. 

on Tuesday, November 15 for most voters).  Under N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-89, the absentee ballot 

of a voter may only be challenged under the following circumstances: 

 The challenging voter must live in the same precinct as the challenged voter; 

 The challenge must occur on the day of the election beginning no earlier than noon and 

ending no later than 5:00 p.m. (or, for ballots received after that time, no later than 5:00 

p.m. on the business day after the deadline for receipt); 

 Each challenge shall be made separately; 

 The challenge shall be made on SBE forms; and 

 The voters whose ballots have been challenged may, either personally or through an 

authorized representative, appear before the board and present evidence. 

Challenges to the eligibility of individual voters through election protests—such as the 

challenges raised in many of the pending protests—do not comply with these requirements and 

thus attempt to deny voters the important protections of N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-89, including 

sufficient time to gather evidence and appear to argue that their vote should count.  The CBEs 

should be directed to dismiss such protests as frivolous under 8 N.C. Admin. Code § 2.0109. 

Second, the SBE should clarify that protests concerning the counting or tabulation of votes may 

no longer be filed and that the deadline for such protests was the morning of Friday, November 

18. N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-182.9(b)(4) requires that a protest be filed with a CBOE “before the 

beginning of the [CBOE’s] canvass meeting” if the protest “concerns the manner in which votes 

were counted or results tabulated.”  And CBEs were required by law to meet at 11 a.m. on Friday 

the 18th of November to canvass the results. See id. § 163-182.5(b). While CBOEs are permitted 

to delay their canvassing of the results until “a reasonable time thereafter” if required, id., the 

extension of the canvass due to unforeseen results should not affect the time to file a protest. 

Protests must be filed by the statutory deadline for the beginning of the canvass, and at this point 
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it is simply too late to bring new claims to CBEs already under tremendous pressure to complete 

the canvass.  Otherwise, protests could be timed—as they appear to have been here—to delay the 

canvass by relying on the fact that such protests must be resolved before the canvass is complete.  

See id. § 163-182.9(a)(2). Further, if a CBE has begun the canvass, then any protest regarding 

the counting of votes or the tabulating of results must be dismissed as untimely.  See id. § 163-

182.9(b)(4).  

Third, the SBE should make clear that that these protests—taken together—fail on their face 

because they do not allege conduct sufficient to affect an election.  North Carolina law is clear 

that a protest must be dismissed if “there is not substantial evidence of any violation, irregularity, 

or misconduct sufficient to cast doubt on the results of the election.” See N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-

182.10(d)(2)c (emphasis added).  The margin in the gubernatorial election is several thousand 

votes.  A review of the protests filed by the McCrory campaign suggest that the number of voters 

being challenged is in the hundreds.  That is not enough to cast doubt on the results of the 

election, even if each challenge were upheld (which has not been the case, to date) and each 

challenged voter supported Attorney General Cooper (which is unlikely).  Accordingly, the SBE 

should make clear that these protests must be dismissed. 

CONCLUSION 

I will be available and happy to discuss these issues at today’s emergency conference call if that 

will be helpful to the Board. Thank you for your consideration. 

Very truly yours, 

 
Kevin J. Hamilton 

Counsel for Attorney General Roy Cooper 
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  
This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 
(b)(4).  Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 
questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 
sheets and attachments.   
  
1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 
 
Leslie McCrae Dowless Jr. 
P.O. Box 253 
Elizabethtown, NC  28337 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 
 
Home/Business Phone: 910-885-1121 
Email: Mccrae.Dowless@mail.com 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   
       If a candidate, for what office? 
 
Registered voter eligible to vote in this election in Bladen County. 
 
Candidate for Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 
number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 
 
November 8, 2016, Bladen County, Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor.  
Candidates: McCrae Dowless (Winner), 7,744 votes; Write-In Candidates including Franklin Graham, 3,743 votes. 
Additionally, all other candidates on the ballot in this November 8, 2016 General Election in Bladen County. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail. 
 
No. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  
 
Yes. The voters of Bladen County, North Carolina, appear to be the victims of a massive scheme to run an absentee 
ballot mill involving hundreds of ballots, perpetrated by and through the Bladen County Improvement Association 
PAC. 

Upon in-person visual review of mail-in absentee ballots by a forensic handwriting expert, it appears that literally 
hundreds of fraudulent ballots were cast. These ballots all appear to have been cast in support of a ticket of 
candidates, but in particular for a write-in candidate for the Bladen County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Supervisor. Despite the unusually large number of ballots cast for a particular write-in candidate named Franklin 
Graham, it appears that out of the hundreds of ballots reviewed that voted for Mr. Graham, the handwriting on 
hundreds of those ballots matches only about a dozen handwriting styles.  
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In particular, one very active absentee ballot “witness,” Deborah Monroe, who was apparently personally validating 

validated at least 67 mail-in absentee ballots, appears to have written in “Franklin Graham” as a write-in candidate at 

least 71 times. In further shocking evidence of this scheme, the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC filed 

reports with the North Carolina State Board of Elections admitting they that it paid Ms. Monroe multiple payments 

totaling $550 for “G.O.T.V.” See Attachment at 8, 23, 47.  

Other payments which are disclosed on Bladen County Improvement Association PAC contribution reports include 

the following:  

Mary Johnson, witness for 74 ballots, $450; 

Lola Wooten, witness for 58 ballots, $500; 

Deborah Cogdell, witness for 45 ballots (including both witnesses on 1 ballot), $300; and 

Bridgette Keaton, witness for 16 ballots, $630. 

 

While the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC has many funders, its single largest funder is the North 

Carolina Democratic Party, supporting the organization with a $2,500 contribution. See Attachment at 7. Not only 

was the Democratic Party itself an active supporter of this organization, a number of Democratic campaigns for 

North Carolina state office made financial contributions to the PAC. These include the Michael Morgan Committee 

contributing $1,500, backing the recently-elected Democrat North Carolina Supreme Court Justice; the Committee 

to Elect Dan Blue III contributing $1,000, backing the unsuccessful Democratic nominee for North Carolina 

Treasurer; the Committee to Elect Robert Wilson contributing $1,000, backing the unsuccessful candidate for the 

Democratic nomination for Lieutenant Governor, and the Committee to Elect Judge Vince Rozier, contributing 

$250, backing the unsuccessful Democratic nominee for North Carolina Court of Appeals. 

Several other batches of mail-in absentee ballots of between 5 and 15 have handwriting samples that appear to 

match. 

These are not simply helpful individuals who have attempted to assist a large swath of Bladen County’s voters to 

cast their ballots. This is the shocking evidence resulting from a blatant scheme to try to impact the voting results of 

an entire county and perhaps even sway statewide and federal elections. This is clear from the fact that only a very 

few of the voter assistance sections of these mailed-in absentee ballots have been completed, despite being 

completed by just a few individuals.  

Therefore, it appears that a surprisingly small number of individuals were responsible for casting a very large 

number of ballots. Few of these ballots were properly indicated as having been completed with assistance by a third 

party. 

I will also be submitting a report from a Forensic Document Examiner that details much of the handwriting analysis 

outline above. That will be submitted under separate cover as soon as the report is completed. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 

above.  State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who 

you allege committed such violations. 

 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(1) 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(2) 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(3) 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(7) 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-237 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-275(4) 
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Date/Time Filed with County Board 

______________________________________ 

(to be filled out by the county board) 

  

NOTE: The county board must provide the State Board with a complete copy of a filed protest within one business 

day after it is filed. In addition, the county board shall provide a copy of the election audit with this copy of the 

protest. 

  

Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Elections, PO 

Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 27611-7255, (919) 733-7173. 
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  I 

   

F O R E N S I C   L A B O R A T O R Y   R E P O R T 

 
 
November 15, 2016 
 
 
Roger Knight, P.A. 
8510 Six Forks Rd. Ste. 102 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
 
Request dated:  November 11, 2016 
Lab Referral Number: 16-1112 
 
RE: Forensic Document Examinations – on site; Bladen County Board of Elections-
November 14, 2016 
 
 
EXHIBITS 
 
Envelopes Photocopies of approximately 275 voter envelopes containing voter signatures 

and witness signatures 
 
Ballots Photocopies of approximately 400 ballots containing write-in candidate by the 

name of “Franklin Graham” 
 
 
PROBLEM 

Determine whether the “Franklin Graham” handwritten/hand printed entries on the ballots 
were written by one, or more than one writer.  

 EXAMINATION FINDINGS 

The ‘Franklin Graham’ handwriting/hand printing on the various ballots were examined, inter-
compared and assessed for identification value.  All of the “Franklin Graham” handwritten 
entries were found to contain writing features and characteristics of value for identification 
purposes.  

Grant R. Sperry 
Charlotte W. Ware 
Forensic Document Examiners 
(704)-860-7992 
email: charlotte@fde-sperry.com 
www.fde-sperry.com 
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LAB REPORT 16-1112 

II 
 
Examinations and inter-comparisons between the ballots were conducted. Some of the 
“Franklin Graham” writing was in cursive, and some was hand printed.  The purpose of the 
forensic examinations and inter-comparisons was to assess the writing features and 
characteristics for similar and distinguishing features which would provide a basis for 
determining whether one, or more than one writer wrote the questioned “Franklin Graham” 
entries.   

Comparisons of the writing features and characteristics within the “Franklin Graham” entries 
on the respective ballots revealed distinctive similarities and distinguishing differences which 
provided a basis for the ballots to be associated or grouped by writer. 

CONCLUSION 

There are indications many of the ‘Franklin Graham’ entries were written by the same writer. 
Based on the distinctive similar and distinguishing writing features observed in the ‘Franklin 
Graham’ entries examined, the ballots were grouped.  There are indications the ballots within 
each Group referenced below was written by a single writer.  

Group 1: 71 ballots  

Group 2: 46 ballots 

Group 3: 18 ballots 

Group 4: 10 ballots 

Group 5: 11 ballots 

Group 6: 6 ballots 

Group 7: 5 ballots 

 

REMARKS 

Time constraints, the large number of exhibits to be examined, and the fact that the ballots 
were not originals were limiting factors in the examination. If the ballots were examined in the 
proper setting, with ample time for examination and inter-comparisons, more conclusive 
results would be possible. Further, provided ample time for more detailed 
examinations/comparisons, a determination as to whether the remaining ‘Franklin Graham’ 
writings (ballots) can be associated with existing or additional groups would be possible. 
Because of the existence of handwritten and hand printed ‘Franklin Graham’ entries and the 
difficulty of inter-comparisons, it is possible the ‘Franklin Graham’ entries in one or more 
groups may be the product of one writer.    

Comparable similar writing characteristics were noted between the writings within Group 1 
and the ‘witness’ Deborah Monroe hand printed entries on the respective envelopes.    
Further examination of these documents would result in a more definitive finding. 
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LAB REPORT 16-1112 

III 
 
Examinations of the remaining ‘witness’ related writings were not conducted due to time 
constraints. 

 

EVIDENCE DISPOSITION 

All photocopied ballots and envelopes were retained by the Bladen County Board of 
Elections.  No photographs were allowed to be taken and photocopies were not allowed to be 
made of the ballots. 

  

Reasons and Bases 

The referenced examinations and comparisons were conducted utilizing published standard 
methodologies as prescribed by ASTM International  Standard E-2290 (or other) and by the 
Scientific Working Group for Forensic Document Examination (SWGDOC). 

The conclusions stated above generally adhere to published standard terminology as 
prescribed by ASTM International Standard E-1658 and by the SWGDOC standard entitled 
‘Standard Terminology for Expressing Conclusions of Forensic Document Examiners.’   

 
 

 
Charlotte W. Ware 
Forensic Document Examiner 
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Bladen County votes scrutinized
BY CRAIG JARVIS

cjarvis@newsobserver.com

A protest has been filed in Bladen County alleging that a handful of people may have improperly submitted hundreds of absentee ballots, while also
getting paid for get-out-the-vote efforts by a community group funded by the N.C. Democratic Party.

According to the protest filed by McCrae Dowless, who won election as soil and water district supervisor, the handwriting on a number of ballots and
the signatures of some mail-in absentee witnesses were similar. He said the questioned ballots seem to have been cast in favor of a straight ticket of
candidates and also to vote for a man named Franklin Graham, who ran a write-in campaign for soil and water district supervisor.

A letter the Bladen County elections board wrote to the State Board of Elections, and attached to the complaint, raises the same concerns. While
some ballots listed witnesses, few include the documentation that would be required if someone had also assisted the voters, according to the letter.

“These are not simply helpful individuals who have attempted to assist a large swath of Bladen County’s voters to cast their ballots,” Dowless wrote.
“This is the shocking evidence resulting from a blatant scheme to try to impact the voting results of an entire county and perhaps even sway statewide
and federal elections.”

Dowless had enough votes to win the nonpartisan office, collecting 7,744 votes to a write-in total of 3,743, which included Graham.

Although the complaint does not mention the governor candidates, Gov. Pat McCrory’s campaign publicized the protest and put Attorney General Roy
Cooper squarely in the middle of it.

“A massive voting fraud scheme has been uncovered in Bladen County,” McCrory’s campaign manager said in an emailed solicitation for financial
contributions. “Hundreds of absentee ballots appear to have been fraudulently cast for Roy Cooper and other Democrats. Initial evidence shows that
a North Carolina Democrat Party-funded group may have paid people to cast fraudulent votes to tip this election to Roy Cooper!”

Kimberly Reynolds, executive director of the N.C. Democratic Party, said the governor’s campaign was exaggerating the issue to harm Cooper.

“As usual, these claims from the McCrory campaign are over the top and completely false,” Reynolds said in an email Tuesday night. “The complaint
in question does not even deal with a Democrat — it is an investigation into improper assistance in a nonpartisan local Soil and Water Conservation
District race. The State Board of Elections is already investigating this potential issue in a local race as they should.”

“This is an isolated incident that the State Board of Elections is aware of and investigating,” Ford Porter, Cooper’s campaign spokesman, said in
response. “We fully support that investigation into improper assistance in this nonpartisan local Soil and Water Conservation District race. Once
again, Governor McCrory is trying to undermine the results of an election he lost.”

McCrory won Bladen County by about 1,000 votes over Cooper.

Craig Jarvis: 919-829-4576, @CraigJ_NandO
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More NC Voter Fraud: Did
Bladen County Democrats Run
An Absentee Ballot Mill?
Posted at 9:00 pm on November 15, 2016 by Susan Wright

 Share On Facebook  Share On Twitter   

Did somebody say Democrat corruption?

For the past week, North Carolina has been steeped in political
drama, as Governor Pat McCrory has planted his feet and
refused to concede a race that saw him leading throughout the
night, only to have a heavily Democratruled county (Durham)
emerge in the closing moments of the night to reveal that they’d
“found” over 90,000 votes.

Surprise to end all surprises, those 90,000 votes were enough
to cut McCrory’s lead and put his opponent, Attorney General
Roy Cooper ahead by 3,000 to 5,000 votes.

That’s a razorthin lead, at best, and the circumstances
surrounding the emergence of those votes, as well as just plain,
commonsense behooves the authorities with the state board of
election take a closer look.

Frankly, it stinks.

And that stench is getting stronger.

Democrat corruption is like a cockroach. If you turn a light on
it, all of a sudden, you’ve got corruption scattering everywhere.

So enter Bladen County, North Carolina.
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On Tuesday, a formal complaint was filed with the Bladen
County Board of Elections, in response to several hundred
fraudulent absentee ballots, all voting a straight Democrat
ticket.

The filed complaint described the situation as an “absentee
ballot mill,” and it was perpetuated by the Bladen County
Improvement Association PAC, which is funded by the North
Carolina Democrat Party.

From Governor McCrory’s campaign site:

The protest, filed by Bladen County Soil and Water
Conservation District Supervisor McCrae Dowless and
corroborated by a forensic handwriting expert, notes “shocking
evidence resulting from a blatant scheme to try to impact the
voting results of an entire county and perhaps even sway
statewide and federal elections,” including the gubernatorial
race.

“With hundreds of fraudulent votes found in just one North
Carolina county for a straight Democratic ticket, close
examination of this election is required to make sure the true
winner of the election is properly determined,” said Jason
Torchinsky, legal counsel for the Pat McCrory
Committee Legal Defense Fund. “The staggering evidence
of voter fraud in Bladen County and the number of similar PACs
that the North Carolina Democratic Party donated to shortly
before the start of early vote requires close examination
throughout the state.”

The fraudulent ballots were identified as problematic after
Dowless brought suspicions of voter fraud in his race for Soil
and Water Conservation District Supervisor to the attention of
the Bladen County Board of Elections prior to Election Day.

According to Bladen County Board of Elections officials, an
“overwhelming number” of suspicious writein votes cast for
Democrat Franklin Graham in the race for Soil and Water
Conservation District Supervisor appear to have “overtly
similar” handwriting patterns on the ballots and witness
signatures. In many cases, dozens of ballots appear to be filled
out and witnessed by the same person without indicating that
any voter assistance was provided, a clear example of voter
fraud in violation of North Carolina election law. The county
and state Boards of Elections are investigating.
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On Monday, the ballots were reviewed by a forensic
handwriting expert, who corroborated that the ballots were
filled out by the same people.

It gets even shadier.

Absentee ballots require two witnesses to sign off on their
authenticity, unless a notary signs as witness. The witnesses
who signed off on these ballots have all received financial
compensation from the Bladen County Improvement
Association PAC, for “Get Out the Vote” efforts, according to
financial disclosures.

Dowless lists many striking examples in his protest, including
one very active absentee ballot “witness” who personally
validated at least 67 mailin absentee ballots and appeared to
have written in Franklin Graham at least 71 times. In further
shocking evidence of this scheme, the Bladen County
Improvement Association PAC filed reports with the North
Carolina State Board of Elections admitting they paid these
individuals multiple payments for “G.O.T.V.” or “GetOutThe
Vote” operations.

According to disclosure reports, among the largest contributors
to the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC are
the North Carolina Democratic Party and candidates for
statewide and countywide offices, such as: Mike Morgan,
Wake County district court judge and Supreme Court justice
elect; June Atkinson, superintendent of public
instruction; Ken Spaulding, former gubernatorial
candidate; Dan Blue III, state senator and former candidate
for state treasurer; Chris Rey, mayor of Spring Lake and
former candidate for U.S. Senate; G. Michael Cogdell, Bladen
County commissioner.

Mike Morgan is the judge who beat out conservative Judge Bob
Edmunds, and who was instrumental in leading the charge to
end voter ID in North Carolina, interestingly enough.

The Bladen County Improvement Association PAC has been
around for several decades and has ties with U.S. Senator Kay
Hagan, as well as former Democrat senators Tony Rand and
R.C. Soles.

I could tell you stories about Soles, but that’s for another time.

The PAC’s origins aren’t clear, but the belief is that it is run by
Democrats who currently hold positions with the Bladen
County Commission.

With this latest, disgusting reveal, Every Democratrun PAC, in
every county of the state should be put under a microscope.

You can view the official protest here.
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  

This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 

(b)(4).  Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 

questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 

sheets and attachments.   

  

1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 

 

McCrae Dowless 

P.O. Box 253 

Elizabethtown, NC  28337 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 

 

Home/Business Phone: 910-885-1121 

Email: Mccrae.Dowless@mail.com 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   
       If a candidate, for what office? 

 

Registered voter eligible to vote in this election in Bladen County. 

 

Candidate for Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 

number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 

 

November 8, 2016, Bladen County, Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor.  

Candidates: McCrae Dowless (Winner), 7,744 votes; Write-In Candidates including Franklin Graham, 3,743 votes. 

Additionally, all other candidates on the ballot in this November 8, 2016 General Election in Bladen County. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail. 

 

No. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 

detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  

 

Yes. The voters of Bladen County, North Carolina, appear to be the victims of a massive scheme to run an absentee 

ballot mill involving hundreds of ballots, perpetrated by and through the Bladen County Improvement Association 

PAC. 

Upon in-person visual review of mail-in absentee ballots by a forensic handwriting expert, it appears that literally 

hundreds of fraudulent ballots were cast. These ballots all appear to have been cast in support of a ticket of 

candidates, but in particular for a write-in candidate for the Bladen County Soil and Water Conservation District 

Supervisor. Despite the unusually large number of ballots cast for a particular write-in candidate named Franklin 

Graham, it appears that out of the hundreds of ballots reviewed that voted for Mr. Graham, the handwriting on 

hundreds of those ballots matches only about a dozen handwriting styles.  
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In particular, one very active absentee ballot “witness,” Deborah Monroe, who was apparently personally validating 

validated at least 67 mail-in absentee ballots, appears to have written in “Franklin Graham” as a write-in candidate at 

least 71 times. In further shocking evidence of this scheme, the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC filed 

reports with the North Carolina State Board of Elections admitting they that it paid Ms. Monroe multiple payments 

totaling $550 for “G.O.T.V.” See Attachment at 8, 23, 47.  

Other payments which are disclosed on Bladen County Improvement Association PAC contribution reports include 

the following:  

Mary Johnson, witness for 74 ballots, $450; 

Lola Wooten, witness for 58 ballots, $500; 

Deborah Cogdell, witness for 45 ballots (including both witnesses on 1 ballot), $300; and 

Bridgette Keaton, witness for 16 ballots, $630. 

 

While the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC has many funders, its single largest funder is the North 

Carolina Democratic Party, supporting the organization with a $2,500 contribution. See Attachment at 7. Not only 

was the Democratic Party itself an active supporter of this organization, a number of Democratic campaigns for 

North Carolina state office made financial contributions to the PAC. These include the Michael Morgan Committee 

contributing $1,500, backing the recently-elected Democrat North Carolina Supreme Court Justice; the Committee 

to Elect Dan Blue III contributing $1,000, backing the unsuccessful Democratic nominee for North Carolina 

Treasurer; the Committee to Elect Robert Wilson contributing $1,000, backing the unsuccessful candidate for the 

Democratic nomination for Lieutenant Governor, and the Committee to Elect Judge Vince Rozier, contributing 

$250, backing the unsuccessful Democratic nominee for North Carolina Court of Appeals. 

Several other batches of mail-in absentee ballots of between 5 and 15 have handwriting samples that appear to 

match. 

These are not simply helpful individuals who have attempted to assist a large swath of Bladen County’s voters to 

cast their ballots. This is the shocking evidence resulting from a blatant scheme to try to impact the voting results of 

an entire county and perhaps even sway statewide and federal elections. This is clear from the fact that only a very 

few of the voter assistance sections of these mailed-in absentee ballots have been completed, despite being 

completed by just a few individuals.  

Therefore, it appears that a surprisingly small number of individuals were responsible for casting a very large 

number of ballots. Few of these ballots were properly indicated as having been completed with assistance by a third 

party. 

I will also be submitting a report from a Forensic Document Examiner that details much of the handwriting analysis 

outline above. That will be submitted under separate cover as soon as the report is completed. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 

above.  State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who 

you allege committed such violations. 

 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(1) 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(2) 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(3) 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(7) 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-237 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-275(4) 
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Date/Time Filed with County Board 

______________________________________ 

(to be filled out by the county board) 

  

NOTE: The county board must provide the State Board with a complete copy of a filed protest within one business 

day after it is filed. In addition, the county board shall provide a copy of the election audit with this copy of the 

protest. 

  

Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Elections, PO 

Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 27611-7255, (919) 733-7173. 
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  I 

   

F O R E N S I C   L A B O R A T O R Y   R E P O R T 

 
 
November 15, 2016 
 
 
Roger Knight, P.A. 
8510 Six Forks Rd. Ste. 102 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
 
Request dated:  November 11, 2016 
Lab Referral Number: 16-1112 
 
RE: Forensic Document Examinations – on site; Bladen County Board of Elections-
November 14, 2016 
 
 
EXHIBITS 
 
Envelopes Photocopies of approximately 275 voter envelopes containing voter signatures 

and witness signatures 
 
Ballots Photocopies of approximately 400 ballots containing write-in candidate by the 

name of “Franklin Graham” 
 
 
PROBLEM 

Determine whether the “Franklin Graham” handwritten/hand printed entries on the ballots 
were written by one, or more than one writer.  

 EXAMINATION FINDINGS 

The ‘Franklin Graham’ handwriting/hand printing on the various ballots were examined, inter-
compared and assessed for identification value.  All of the “Franklin Graham” handwritten 
entries were found to contain writing features and characteristics of value for identification 
purposes.  

Grant R. Sperry 
Charlotte W. Ware 
Forensic Document Examiners 
(704)-860-7992 
email: charlotte@fde-sperry.com 
www.fde-sperry.com 
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II 
 
Examinations and inter-comparisons between the ballots were conducted. Some of the 
“Franklin Graham” writing was in cursive, and some was hand printed.  The purpose of the 
forensic examinations and inter-comparisons was to assess the writing features and 
characteristics for similar and distinguishing features which would provide a basis for 
determining whether one, or more than one writer wrote the questioned “Franklin Graham” 
entries.   

Comparisons of the writing features and characteristics within the “Franklin Graham” entries 
on the respective ballots revealed distinctive similarities and distinguishing differences which 
provided a basis for the ballots to be associated or grouped by writer. 

CONCLUSION 

There are indications many of the ‘Franklin Graham’ entries were written by the same writer. 
Based on the distinctive similar and distinguishing writing features observed in the ‘Franklin 
Graham’ entries examined, the ballots were grouped.  There are indications the ballots within 
each Group referenced below was written by a single writer.  

Group 1: 71 ballots  

Group 2: 46 ballots 

Group 3: 18 ballots 

Group 4: 10 ballots 

Group 5: 11 ballots 

Group 6: 6 ballots 

Group 7: 5 ballots 

 

REMARKS 

Time constraints, the large number of exhibits to be examined, and the fact that the ballots 
were not originals were limiting factors in the examination. If the ballots were examined in the 
proper setting, with ample time for examination and inter-comparisons, more conclusive 
results would be possible. Further, provided ample time for more detailed 
examinations/comparisons, a determination as to whether the remaining ‘Franklin Graham’ 
writings (ballots) can be associated with existing or additional groups would be possible. 
Because of the existence of handwritten and hand printed ‘Franklin Graham’ entries and the 
difficulty of inter-comparisons, it is possible the ‘Franklin Graham’ entries in one or more 
groups may be the product of one writer.    

Comparable similar writing characteristics were noted between the writings within Group 1 
and the ‘witness’ Deborah Monroe hand printed entries on the respective envelopes.    
Further examination of these documents would result in a more definitive finding. 
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III 
 
Examinations of the remaining ‘witness’ related writings were not conducted due to time 
constraints. 

 

EVIDENCE DISPOSITION 

All photocopied ballots and envelopes were retained by the Bladen County Board of 
Elections.  No photographs were allowed to be taken and photocopies were not allowed to be 
made of the ballots. 

  

Reasons and Bases 

The referenced examinations and comparisons were conducted utilizing published standard 
methodologies as prescribed by ASTM International  Standard E-2290 (or other) and by the 
Scientific Working Group for Forensic Document Examination (SWGDOC). 

The conclusions stated above generally adhere to published standard terminology as 
prescribed by ASTM International Standard E-1658 and by the SWGDOC standard entitled 
‘Standard Terminology for Expressing Conclusions of Forensic Document Examiners.’   

 
 

 
Charlotte W. Ware 
Forensic Document Examiner 
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  
This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 
(b)(4).  Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 
questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 
sheets and attachments.   
 
1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 
 
Romeo Johnson Myrick 
262 Golf Course Road 
Littleton, NC  27850 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 
 
Home/Business Phone: 252-586-7817 
Fax: N/A 
Email: brendamyrick@embarqmail.com 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   
       If a candidate, for what office? 
 
Registered voter eligible to vote in this election in Halifax County. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 
number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 
 
November 8, 2016, General Election, all candidates on the ballot in this November 8, 2016 General Election in 
Halifax County. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail. 
 
No. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  
 
Yes. I have reason to believe it is possible that the voters of Halifax County, North Carolina have been subjected to a 
scheme to operate an absentee ballot mill. Through a local political committee, the C.E.E.S. PAC, located at P.O. 
Box 40, Halifax, North Carolina 27839, the North Carolina Democratic Party and other donors may have directed 
funds that were used to harvest ballots voting for the Democratic slate of candidates. 

As has been widely reported, the North Carolina Democratic Party and other candidate committees contributed to an 
organization called the “Bladen County Improvement Association PAC,” which appears to have directly paid 
individuals to witness dozens of absentee ballots and even fill in those ballots—including by handwriting the name 
of a write-in candidate for a local office. See, e.g., Attachment at 1. This analysis has been corroborated by a local 
elections official in that county as well as an independent forensic document examiner specializing in handwriting 
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analysis. See Attachment at 58. The absentee ballots generally failed to indicate that they had been completed with 
any third-party assistance. 

On the eve of early voting, the North Carolina Democratic Party made a series of contributions in very brief time 
period to fourteen different political committees. One of those was the Bladen County Improvement Association, 
now apparently unmasked as an absentee ballot mill. Another was the C.E.E.S. PAC, located in Halifax.   

To confirm the integrity of the absentee ballots cast in Halifax County, my representative visited the county’s Board 
of Elections on November 16, 2016 to make a public records request to visually inspect the witness signatures on the 
absentee ballot envelopes. During my review, I uncovered what appears to be similar to the pattern of witness 
signatures found in Bladen County, whereby one individual (Katherine Turner) witnessed at least 18 absentee 
ballots, and another individual (Emmaline Williams) witnessed at least 6 other absentee ballots.  

I am therefore filing this election protest to ensure the integrity of the election to prevent the now very real 
possibility that a small number of individuals in Halifax County are responsible for casting a large number of 
absentee ballots. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 
above.  State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who 
you allege committed such violations. 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(1) 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(2) 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(3) 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(7) 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-237 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-275(4) 
 
Additionally, the perpetrators violated numerous federal laws dealing with the open and fair conduct of elections, 
including 18 U.S.C. § 1341 as defined by 18 U.S.C. § 1346. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8.  Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in 
this protest, and specify what each witness listed saw or knows. 
  
Jeff Hauser 
7200 Indica Drive, Apt. 918 
Raleigh, NC 27613 
252-378-4862 
 
Based on public campaign finance filings and the in-person inspection, Mr. Hauser knows the information described 
in the answer to 6 above. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  What action do you desire the county board of elections to take in this matter? 
 
I request that the county board of elections conduct a full investigation into these absentee ballots witnessed by 
multiple individuals, and review all witness signatures on these absentee ballot envelopes to look for evidence of 
obvious ballot harvesting and conduct any other due diligence as may be permissible under the law.  Given the 
timing of contributions from the North Carolina Democratic Party and others and the evidence unearthed in Bladen 
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Bladen County votes scrutinized
BY CRAIG JARVIS

cjarvis@newsobserver.com

A protest has been filed in Bladen County alleging that a handful of people may have improperly submitted hundreds of absentee ballots, while also
getting paid for get-out-the-vote efforts by a community group funded by the N.C. Democratic Party.

According to the protest filed by McCrae Dowless, who won election as soil and water district supervisor, the handwriting on a number of ballots and
the signatures of some mail-in absentee witnesses were similar. He said the questioned ballots seem to have been cast in favor of a straight ticket of
candidates and also to vote for a man named Franklin Graham, who ran a write-in campaign for soil and water district supervisor.

A letter the Bladen County elections board wrote to the State Board of Elections, and attached to the complaint, raises the same concerns. While
some ballots listed witnesses, few include the documentation that would be required if someone had also assisted the voters, according to the letter.

“These are not simply helpful individuals who have attempted to assist a large swath of Bladen County’s voters to cast their ballots,” Dowless wrote.
“This is the shocking evidence resulting from a blatant scheme to try to impact the voting results of an entire county and perhaps even sway statewide
and federal elections.”

Dowless had enough votes to win the nonpartisan office, collecting 7,744 votes to a write-in total of 3,743, which included Graham.

Although the complaint does not mention the governor candidates, Gov. Pat McCrory’s campaign publicized the protest and put Attorney General Roy
Cooper squarely in the middle of it.

“A massive voting fraud scheme has been uncovered in Bladen County,” McCrory’s campaign manager said in an emailed solicitation for financial
contributions. “Hundreds of absentee ballots appear to have been fraudulently cast for Roy Cooper and other Democrats. Initial evidence shows that
a North Carolina Democrat Party-funded group may have paid people to cast fraudulent votes to tip this election to Roy Cooper!”

Kimberly Reynolds, executive director of the N.C. Democratic Party, said the governor’s campaign was exaggerating the issue to harm Cooper.

“As usual, these claims from the McCrory campaign are over the top and completely false,” Reynolds said in an email Tuesday night. “The complaint
in question does not even deal with a Democrat — it is an investigation into improper assistance in a nonpartisan local Soil and Water Conservation
District race. The State Board of Elections is already investigating this potential issue in a local race as they should.”

“This is an isolated incident that the State Board of Elections is aware of and investigating,” Ford Porter, Cooper’s campaign spokesman, said in
response. “We fully support that investigation into improper assistance in this nonpartisan local Soil and Water Conservation District race. Once
again, Governor McCrory is trying to undermine the results of an election he lost.”

McCrory won Bladen County by about 1,000 votes over Cooper.

Craig Jarvis: 919-829-4576, @CraigJ_NandO
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More NC Voter Fraud: Did
Bladen County Democrats Run
An Absentee Ballot Mill?
Posted at 9:00 pm on November 15, 2016 by Susan Wright

 Share On Facebook  Share On Twitter   

Did somebody say Democrat corruption?

For the past week, North Carolina has been steeped in political
drama, as Governor Pat McCrory has planted his feet and
refused to concede a race that saw him leading throughout the
night, only to have a heavily Democratruled county (Durham)
emerge in the closing moments of the night to reveal that they’d
“found” over 90,000 votes.

Surprise to end all surprises, those 90,000 votes were enough
to cut McCrory’s lead and put his opponent, Attorney General
Roy Cooper ahead by 3,000 to 5,000 votes.

That’s a razorthin lead, at best, and the circumstances
surrounding the emergence of those votes, as well as just plain,
commonsense behooves the authorities with the state board of
election take a closer look.

Frankly, it stinks.

And that stench is getting stronger.

Democrat corruption is like a cockroach. If you turn a light on
it, all of a sudden, you’ve got corruption scattering everywhere.

So enter Bladen County, North Carolina.
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On Tuesday, a formal complaint was filed with the Bladen
County Board of Elections, in response to several hundred
fraudulent absentee ballots, all voting a straight Democrat
ticket.

The filed complaint described the situation as an “absentee
ballot mill,” and it was perpetuated by the Bladen County
Improvement Association PAC, which is funded by the North
Carolina Democrat Party.

From Governor McCrory’s campaign site:

The protest, filed by Bladen County Soil and Water
Conservation District Supervisor McCrae Dowless and
corroborated by a forensic handwriting expert, notes “shocking
evidence resulting from a blatant scheme to try to impact the
voting results of an entire county and perhaps even sway
statewide and federal elections,” including the gubernatorial
race.

“With hundreds of fraudulent votes found in just one North
Carolina county for a straight Democratic ticket, close
examination of this election is required to make sure the true
winner of the election is properly determined,” said Jason
Torchinsky, legal counsel for the Pat McCrory
Committee Legal Defense Fund. “The staggering evidence
of voter fraud in Bladen County and the number of similar PACs
that the North Carolina Democratic Party donated to shortly
before the start of early vote requires close examination
throughout the state.”

The fraudulent ballots were identified as problematic after
Dowless brought suspicions of voter fraud in his race for Soil
and Water Conservation District Supervisor to the attention of
the Bladen County Board of Elections prior to Election Day.

According to Bladen County Board of Elections officials, an
“overwhelming number” of suspicious writein votes cast for
Democrat Franklin Graham in the race for Soil and Water
Conservation District Supervisor appear to have “overtly
similar” handwriting patterns on the ballots and witness
signatures. In many cases, dozens of ballots appear to be filled
out and witnessed by the same person without indicating that
any voter assistance was provided, a clear example of voter
fraud in violation of North Carolina election law. The county
and state Boards of Elections are investigating.
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On Monday, the ballots were reviewed by a forensic
handwriting expert, who corroborated that the ballots were
filled out by the same people.

It gets even shadier.

Absentee ballots require two witnesses to sign off on their
authenticity, unless a notary signs as witness. The witnesses
who signed off on these ballots have all received financial
compensation from the Bladen County Improvement
Association PAC, for “Get Out the Vote” efforts, according to
financial disclosures.

Dowless lists many striking examples in his protest, including
one very active absentee ballot “witness” who personally
validated at least 67 mailin absentee ballots and appeared to
have written in Franklin Graham at least 71 times. In further
shocking evidence of this scheme, the Bladen County
Improvement Association PAC filed reports with the North
Carolina State Board of Elections admitting they paid these
individuals multiple payments for “G.O.T.V.” or “GetOutThe
Vote” operations.

According to disclosure reports, among the largest contributors
to the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC are
the North Carolina Democratic Party and candidates for
statewide and countywide offices, such as: Mike Morgan,
Wake County district court judge and Supreme Court justice
elect; June Atkinson, superintendent of public
instruction; Ken Spaulding, former gubernatorial
candidate; Dan Blue III, state senator and former candidate
for state treasurer; Chris Rey, mayor of Spring Lake and
former candidate for U.S. Senate; G. Michael Cogdell, Bladen
County commissioner.

Mike Morgan is the judge who beat out conservative Judge Bob
Edmunds, and who was instrumental in leading the charge to
end voter ID in North Carolina, interestingly enough.

The Bladen County Improvement Association PAC has been
around for several decades and has ties with U.S. Senator Kay
Hagan, as well as former Democrat senators Tony Rand and
R.C. Soles.

I could tell you stories about Soles, but that’s for another time.

The PAC’s origins aren’t clear, but the belief is that it is run by
Democrats who currently hold positions with the Bladen
County Commission.

With this latest, disgusting reveal, Every Democratrun PAC, in
every county of the state should be put under a microscope.

You can view the official protest here.
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  

This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 

(b)(4).  Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 

questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 

sheets and attachments.   

  

1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 

 

McCrae Dowless 

P.O. Box 253 

Elizabethtown, NC  28337 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 

 

Home/Business Phone: 910-885-1121 

Email: Mccrae.Dowless@mail.com 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   
       If a candidate, for what office? 

 

Registered voter eligible to vote in this election in Bladen County. 

 

Candidate for Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 

number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 

 

November 8, 2016, Bladen County, Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor.  

Candidates: McCrae Dowless (Winner), 7,744 votes; Write-In Candidates including Franklin Graham, 3,743 votes. 

Additionally, all other candidates on the ballot in this November 8, 2016 General Election in Bladen County. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail. 

 

No. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 

detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  

 

Yes. The voters of Bladen County, North Carolina, appear to be the victims of a massive scheme to run an absentee 

ballot mill involving hundreds of ballots, perpetrated by and through the Bladen County Improvement Association 

PAC. 

Upon in-person visual review of mail-in absentee ballots by a forensic handwriting expert, it appears that literally 

hundreds of fraudulent ballots were cast. These ballots all appear to have been cast in support of a ticket of 

candidates, but in particular for a write-in candidate for the Bladen County Soil and Water Conservation District 

Supervisor. Despite the unusually large number of ballots cast for a particular write-in candidate named Franklin 

Graham, it appears that out of the hundreds of ballots reviewed that voted for Mr. Graham, the handwriting on 

hundreds of those ballots matches only about a dozen handwriting styles.  
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In particular, one very active absentee ballot “witness,” Deborah Monroe, who was apparently personally validating 

validated at least 67 mail-in absentee ballots, appears to have written in “Franklin Graham” as a write-in candidate at 

least 71 times. In further shocking evidence of this scheme, the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC filed 

reports with the North Carolina State Board of Elections admitting they that it paid Ms. Monroe multiple payments 

totaling $550 for “G.O.T.V.” See Attachment at 8, 23, 47.  

Other payments which are disclosed on Bladen County Improvement Association PAC contribution reports include 

the following:  

Mary Johnson, witness for 74 ballots, $450; 

Lola Wooten, witness for 58 ballots, $500; 

Deborah Cogdell, witness for 45 ballots (including both witnesses on 1 ballot), $300; and 

Bridgette Keaton, witness for 16 ballots, $630. 

 

While the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC has many funders, its single largest funder is the North 

Carolina Democratic Party, supporting the organization with a $2,500 contribution. See Attachment at 7. Not only 

was the Democratic Party itself an active supporter of this organization, a number of Democratic campaigns for 

North Carolina state office made financial contributions to the PAC. These include the Michael Morgan Committee 

contributing $1,500, backing the recently-elected Democrat North Carolina Supreme Court Justice; the Committee 

to Elect Dan Blue III contributing $1,000, backing the unsuccessful Democratic nominee for North Carolina 

Treasurer; the Committee to Elect Robert Wilson contributing $1,000, backing the unsuccessful candidate for the 

Democratic nomination for Lieutenant Governor, and the Committee to Elect Judge Vince Rozier, contributing 

$250, backing the unsuccessful Democratic nominee for North Carolina Court of Appeals. 

Several other batches of mail-in absentee ballots of between 5 and 15 have handwriting samples that appear to 

match. 

These are not simply helpful individuals who have attempted to assist a large swath of Bladen County’s voters to 

cast their ballots. This is the shocking evidence resulting from a blatant scheme to try to impact the voting results of 

an entire county and perhaps even sway statewide and federal elections. This is clear from the fact that only a very 

few of the voter assistance sections of these mailed-in absentee ballots have been completed, despite being 

completed by just a few individuals.  

Therefore, it appears that a surprisingly small number of individuals were responsible for casting a very large 

number of ballots. Few of these ballots were properly indicated as having been completed with assistance by a third 

party. 

I will also be submitting a report from a Forensic Document Examiner that details much of the handwriting analysis 

outline above. That will be submitted under separate cover as soon as the report is completed. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 

above.  State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who 

you allege committed such violations. 

 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(1) 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(2) 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(3) 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(7) 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-237 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-275(4) 
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Date/Time Filed with County Board 

______________________________________ 

(to be filled out by the county board) 

  

NOTE: The county board must provide the State Board with a complete copy of a filed protest within one business 

day after it is filed. In addition, the county board shall provide a copy of the election audit with this copy of the 

protest. 

  

Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Elections, PO 

Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 27611-7255, (919) 733-7173. 
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  I 

   

F O R E N S I C   L A B O R A T O R Y   R E P O R T 

 
 
November 15, 2016 
 
 
Roger Knight, P.A. 
8510 Six Forks Rd. Ste. 102 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
 
Request dated:  November 11, 2016 
Lab Referral Number: 16-1112 
 
RE: Forensic Document Examinations – on site; Bladen County Board of Elections-
November 14, 2016 
 
 
EXHIBITS 
 
Envelopes Photocopies of approximately 275 voter envelopes containing voter signatures 

and witness signatures 
 
Ballots Photocopies of approximately 400 ballots containing write-in candidate by the 

name of “Franklin Graham” 
 
 
PROBLEM 

Determine whether the “Franklin Graham” handwritten/hand printed entries on the ballots 
were written by one, or more than one writer.  

 EXAMINATION FINDINGS 

The ‘Franklin Graham’ handwriting/hand printing on the various ballots were examined, inter-
compared and assessed for identification value.  All of the “Franklin Graham” handwritten 
entries were found to contain writing features and characteristics of value for identification 
purposes.  

Grant R. Sperry 
Charlotte W. Ware 
Forensic Document Examiners 
(704)-860-7992 
email: charlotte@fde-sperry.com 
www.fde-sperry.com 
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LAB REPORT 16-1112 

II 
 
Examinations and inter-comparisons between the ballots were conducted. Some of the 
“Franklin Graham” writing was in cursive, and some was hand printed.  The purpose of the 
forensic examinations and inter-comparisons was to assess the writing features and 
characteristics for similar and distinguishing features which would provide a basis for 
determining whether one, or more than one writer wrote the questioned “Franklin Graham” 
entries.   

Comparisons of the writing features and characteristics within the “Franklin Graham” entries 
on the respective ballots revealed distinctive similarities and distinguishing differences which 
provided a basis for the ballots to be associated or grouped by writer. 

CONCLUSION 

There are indications many of the ‘Franklin Graham’ entries were written by the same writer. 
Based on the distinctive similar and distinguishing writing features observed in the ‘Franklin 
Graham’ entries examined, the ballots were grouped.  There are indications the ballots within 
each Group referenced below was written by a single writer.  

Group 1: 71 ballots  

Group 2: 46 ballots 

Group 3: 18 ballots 

Group 4: 10 ballots 

Group 5: 11 ballots 

Group 6: 6 ballots 

Group 7: 5 ballots 

 

REMARKS 

Time constraints, the large number of exhibits to be examined, and the fact that the ballots 
were not originals were limiting factors in the examination. If the ballots were examined in the 
proper setting, with ample time for examination and inter-comparisons, more conclusive 
results would be possible. Further, provided ample time for more detailed 
examinations/comparisons, a determination as to whether the remaining ‘Franklin Graham’ 
writings (ballots) can be associated with existing or additional groups would be possible. 
Because of the existence of handwritten and hand printed ‘Franklin Graham’ entries and the 
difficulty of inter-comparisons, it is possible the ‘Franklin Graham’ entries in one or more 
groups may be the product of one writer.    

Comparable similar writing characteristics were noted between the writings within Group 1 
and the ‘witness’ Deborah Monroe hand printed entries on the respective envelopes.    
Further examination of these documents would result in a more definitive finding. 
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LAB REPORT 16-1112 

III 
 
Examinations of the remaining ‘witness’ related writings were not conducted due to time 
constraints. 

 

EVIDENCE DISPOSITION 

All photocopied ballots and envelopes were retained by the Bladen County Board of 
Elections.  No photographs were allowed to be taken and photocopies were not allowed to be 
made of the ballots. 

  

Reasons and Bases 

The referenced examinations and comparisons were conducted utilizing published standard 
methodologies as prescribed by ASTM International  Standard E-2290 (or other) and by the 
Scientific Working Group for Forensic Document Examination (SWGDOC). 

The conclusions stated above generally adhere to published standard terminology as 
prescribed by ASTM International Standard E-1658 and by the SWGDOC standard entitled 
‘Standard Terminology for Expressing Conclusions of Forensic Document Examiners.’   

 
 

 
Charlotte W. Ware 
Forensic Document Examiner 
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Bladen County votes scrutinized
BY CRAIG JARVIS

cjarvis@newsobserver.com

A protest has been filed in Bladen County alleging that a handful of people may have improperly submitted hundreds of absentee ballots, while also
getting paid for get-out-the-vote efforts by a community group funded by the N.C. Democratic Party.

According to the protest filed by McCrae Dowless, who won election as soil and water district supervisor, the handwriting on a number of ballots and
the signatures of some mail-in absentee witnesses were similar. He said the questioned ballots seem to have been cast in favor of a straight ticket of
candidates and also to vote for a man named Franklin Graham, who ran a write-in campaign for soil and water district supervisor.

A letter the Bladen County elections board wrote to the State Board of Elections, and attached to the complaint, raises the same concerns. While
some ballots listed witnesses, few include the documentation that would be required if someone had also assisted the voters, according to the letter.

“These are not simply helpful individuals who have attempted to assist a large swath of Bladen County’s voters to cast their ballots,” Dowless wrote.
“This is the shocking evidence resulting from a blatant scheme to try to impact the voting results of an entire county and perhaps even sway statewide
and federal elections.”

Dowless had enough votes to win the nonpartisan office, collecting 7,744 votes to a write-in total of 3,743, which included Graham.

Although the complaint does not mention the governor candidates, Gov. Pat McCrory’s campaign publicized the protest and put Attorney General Roy
Cooper squarely in the middle of it.

“A massive voting fraud scheme has been uncovered in Bladen County,” McCrory’s campaign manager said in an emailed solicitation for financial
contributions. “Hundreds of absentee ballots appear to have been fraudulently cast for Roy Cooper and other Democrats. Initial evidence shows that
a North Carolina Democrat Party-funded group may have paid people to cast fraudulent votes to tip this election to Roy Cooper!”

Kimberly Reynolds, executive director of the N.C. Democratic Party, said the governor’s campaign was exaggerating the issue to harm Cooper.

“As usual, these claims from the McCrory campaign are over the top and completely false,” Reynolds said in an email Tuesday night. “The complaint
in question does not even deal with a Democrat — it is an investigation into improper assistance in a nonpartisan local Soil and Water Conservation
District race. The State Board of Elections is already investigating this potential issue in a local race as they should.”

“This is an isolated incident that the State Board of Elections is aware of and investigating,” Ford Porter, Cooper’s campaign spokesman, said in
response. “We fully support that investigation into improper assistance in this nonpartisan local Soil and Water Conservation District race. Once
again, Governor McCrory is trying to undermine the results of an election he lost.”

McCrory won Bladen County by about 1,000 votes over Cooper.

Craig Jarvis: 919-829-4576, @CraigJ_NandO
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More NC Voter Fraud: Did
Bladen County Democrats Run
An Absentee Ballot Mill?
Posted at 9:00 pm on November 15, 2016 by Susan Wright

 Share On Facebook  Share On Twitter   

Did somebody say Democrat corruption?

For the past week, North Carolina has been steeped in political
drama, as Governor Pat McCrory has planted his feet and
refused to concede a race that saw him leading throughout the
night, only to have a heavily Democratruled county (Durham)
emerge in the closing moments of the night to reveal that they’d
“found” over 90,000 votes.

Surprise to end all surprises, those 90,000 votes were enough
to cut McCrory’s lead and put his opponent, Attorney General
Roy Cooper ahead by 3,000 to 5,000 votes.

That’s a razorthin lead, at best, and the circumstances
surrounding the emergence of those votes, as well as just plain,
commonsense behooves the authorities with the state board of
election take a closer look.

Frankly, it stinks.

And that stench is getting stronger.

Democrat corruption is like a cockroach. If you turn a light on
it, all of a sudden, you’ve got corruption scattering everywhere.

So enter Bladen County, North Carolina.
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On Tuesday, a formal complaint was filed with the Bladen
County Board of Elections, in response to several hundred
fraudulent absentee ballots, all voting a straight Democrat
ticket.

The filed complaint described the situation as an “absentee
ballot mill,” and it was perpetuated by the Bladen County
Improvement Association PAC, which is funded by the North
Carolina Democrat Party.

From Governor McCrory’s campaign site:

The protest, filed by Bladen County Soil and Water
Conservation District Supervisor McCrae Dowless and
corroborated by a forensic handwriting expert, notes “shocking
evidence resulting from a blatant scheme to try to impact the
voting results of an entire county and perhaps even sway
statewide and federal elections,” including the gubernatorial
race.

“With hundreds of fraudulent votes found in just one North
Carolina county for a straight Democratic ticket, close
examination of this election is required to make sure the true
winner of the election is properly determined,” said Jason
Torchinsky, legal counsel for the Pat McCrory
Committee Legal Defense Fund. “The staggering evidence
of voter fraud in Bladen County and the number of similar PACs
that the North Carolina Democratic Party donated to shortly
before the start of early vote requires close examination
throughout the state.”

The fraudulent ballots were identified as problematic after
Dowless brought suspicions of voter fraud in his race for Soil
and Water Conservation District Supervisor to the attention of
the Bladen County Board of Elections prior to Election Day.

According to Bladen County Board of Elections officials, an
“overwhelming number” of suspicious writein votes cast for
Democrat Franklin Graham in the race for Soil and Water
Conservation District Supervisor appear to have “overtly
similar” handwriting patterns on the ballots and witness
signatures. In many cases, dozens of ballots appear to be filled
out and witnessed by the same person without indicating that
any voter assistance was provided, a clear example of voter
fraud in violation of North Carolina election law. The county
and state Boards of Elections are investigating.
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On Monday, the ballots were reviewed by a forensic
handwriting expert, who corroborated that the ballots were
filled out by the same people.

It gets even shadier.

Absentee ballots require two witnesses to sign off on their
authenticity, unless a notary signs as witness. The witnesses
who signed off on these ballots have all received financial
compensation from the Bladen County Improvement
Association PAC, for “Get Out the Vote” efforts, according to
financial disclosures.

Dowless lists many striking examples in his protest, including
one very active absentee ballot “witness” who personally
validated at least 67 mailin absentee ballots and appeared to
have written in Franklin Graham at least 71 times. In further
shocking evidence of this scheme, the Bladen County
Improvement Association PAC filed reports with the North
Carolina State Board of Elections admitting they paid these
individuals multiple payments for “G.O.T.V.” or “GetOutThe
Vote” operations.

According to disclosure reports, among the largest contributors
to the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC are
the North Carolina Democratic Party and candidates for
statewide and countywide offices, such as: Mike Morgan,
Wake County district court judge and Supreme Court justice
elect; June Atkinson, superintendent of public
instruction; Ken Spaulding, former gubernatorial
candidate; Dan Blue III, state senator and former candidate
for state treasurer; Chris Rey, mayor of Spring Lake and
former candidate for U.S. Senate; G. Michael Cogdell, Bladen
County commissioner.

Mike Morgan is the judge who beat out conservative Judge Bob
Edmunds, and who was instrumental in leading the charge to
end voter ID in North Carolina, interestingly enough.

The Bladen County Improvement Association PAC has been
around for several decades and has ties with U.S. Senator Kay
Hagan, as well as former Democrat senators Tony Rand and
R.C. Soles.

I could tell you stories about Soles, but that’s for another time.

The PAC’s origins aren’t clear, but the belief is that it is run by
Democrats who currently hold positions with the Bladen
County Commission.

With this latest, disgusting reveal, Every Democratrun PAC, in
every county of the state should be put under a microscope.

You can view the official protest here.
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  

This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 

(b)(4).  Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 

questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 

sheets and attachments.   

  

1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 

 

McCrae Dowless 

P.O. Box 253 

Elizabethtown, NC  28337 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 

 

Home/Business Phone: 910-885-1121 

Email: Mccrae.Dowless@mail.com 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   
       If a candidate, for what office? 

 

Registered voter eligible to vote in this election in Bladen County. 

 

Candidate for Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 

number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 

 

November 8, 2016, Bladen County, Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor.  

Candidates: McCrae Dowless (Winner), 7,744 votes; Write-In Candidates including Franklin Graham, 3,743 votes. 

Additionally, all other candidates on the ballot in this November 8, 2016 General Election in Bladen County. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail. 

 

No. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 

detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  

 

Yes. The voters of Bladen County, North Carolina, appear to be the victims of a massive scheme to run an absentee 

ballot mill involving hundreds of ballots, perpetrated by and through the Bladen County Improvement Association 

PAC. 

Upon in-person visual review of mail-in absentee ballots by a forensic handwriting expert, it appears that literally 

hundreds of fraudulent ballots were cast. These ballots all appear to have been cast in support of a ticket of 

candidates, but in particular for a write-in candidate for the Bladen County Soil and Water Conservation District 

Supervisor. Despite the unusually large number of ballots cast for a particular write-in candidate named Franklin 

Graham, it appears that out of the hundreds of ballots reviewed that voted for Mr. Graham, the handwriting on 

hundreds of those ballots matches only about a dozen handwriting styles.  
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In particular, one very active absentee ballot “witness,” Deborah Monroe, who was apparently personally validating 

validated at least 67 mail-in absentee ballots, appears to have written in “Franklin Graham” as a write-in candidate at 

least 71 times. In further shocking evidence of this scheme, the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC filed 

reports with the North Carolina State Board of Elections admitting they that it paid Ms. Monroe multiple payments 

totaling $550 for “G.O.T.V.” See Attachment at 8, 23, 47.  

Other payments which are disclosed on Bladen County Improvement Association PAC contribution reports include 

the following:  

Mary Johnson, witness for 74 ballots, $450; 

Lola Wooten, witness for 58 ballots, $500; 

Deborah Cogdell, witness for 45 ballots (including both witnesses on 1 ballot), $300; and 

Bridgette Keaton, witness for 16 ballots, $630. 

 

While the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC has many funders, its single largest funder is the North 

Carolina Democratic Party, supporting the organization with a $2,500 contribution. See Attachment at 7. Not only 

was the Democratic Party itself an active supporter of this organization, a number of Democratic campaigns for 

North Carolina state office made financial contributions to the PAC. These include the Michael Morgan Committee 

contributing $1,500, backing the recently-elected Democrat North Carolina Supreme Court Justice; the Committee 

to Elect Dan Blue III contributing $1,000, backing the unsuccessful Democratic nominee for North Carolina 

Treasurer; the Committee to Elect Robert Wilson contributing $1,000, backing the unsuccessful candidate for the 

Democratic nomination for Lieutenant Governor, and the Committee to Elect Judge Vince Rozier, contributing 

$250, backing the unsuccessful Democratic nominee for North Carolina Court of Appeals. 

Several other batches of mail-in absentee ballots of between 5 and 15 have handwriting samples that appear to 

match. 

These are not simply helpful individuals who have attempted to assist a large swath of Bladen County’s voters to 

cast their ballots. This is the shocking evidence resulting from a blatant scheme to try to impact the voting results of 

an entire county and perhaps even sway statewide and federal elections. This is clear from the fact that only a very 

few of the voter assistance sections of these mailed-in absentee ballots have been completed, despite being 

completed by just a few individuals.  

Therefore, it appears that a surprisingly small number of individuals were responsible for casting a very large 

number of ballots. Few of these ballots were properly indicated as having been completed with assistance by a third 

party. 

I will also be submitting a report from a Forensic Document Examiner that details much of the handwriting analysis 

outline above. That will be submitted under separate cover as soon as the report is completed. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 

above.  State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who 

you allege committed such violations. 

 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(1) 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(2) 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(3) 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(7) 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-237 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-275(4) 
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Date/Time Filed with County Board 

______________________________________ 

(to be filled out by the county board) 

  

NOTE: The county board must provide the State Board with a complete copy of a filed protest within one business 

day after it is filed. In addition, the county board shall provide a copy of the election audit with this copy of the 

protest. 

  

Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Elections, PO 

Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 27611-7255, (919) 733-7173. 
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  I 

   

F O R E N S I C   L A B O R A T O R Y   R E P O R T 

 
 
November 15, 2016 
 
 
Roger Knight, P.A. 
8510 Six Forks Rd. Ste. 102 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
 
Request dated:  November 11, 2016 
Lab Referral Number: 16-1112 
 
RE: Forensic Document Examinations – on site; Bladen County Board of Elections-
November 14, 2016 
 
 
EXHIBITS 
 
Envelopes Photocopies of approximately 275 voter envelopes containing voter signatures 

and witness signatures 
 
Ballots Photocopies of approximately 400 ballots containing write-in candidate by the 

name of “Franklin Graham” 
 
 
PROBLEM 

Determine whether the “Franklin Graham” handwritten/hand printed entries on the ballots 
were written by one, or more than one writer.  

 EXAMINATION FINDINGS 

The ‘Franklin Graham’ handwriting/hand printing on the various ballots were examined, inter-
compared and assessed for identification value.  All of the “Franklin Graham” handwritten 
entries were found to contain writing features and characteristics of value for identification 
purposes.  

Grant R. Sperry 
Charlotte W. Ware 
Forensic Document Examiners 
(704)-860-7992 
email: charlotte@fde-sperry.com 
www.fde-sperry.com 
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LAB REPORT 16-1112 

II 
 
Examinations and inter-comparisons between the ballots were conducted. Some of the 
“Franklin Graham” writing was in cursive, and some was hand printed.  The purpose of the 
forensic examinations and inter-comparisons was to assess the writing features and 
characteristics for similar and distinguishing features which would provide a basis for 
determining whether one, or more than one writer wrote the questioned “Franklin Graham” 
entries.   

Comparisons of the writing features and characteristics within the “Franklin Graham” entries 
on the respective ballots revealed distinctive similarities and distinguishing differences which 
provided a basis for the ballots to be associated or grouped by writer. 

CONCLUSION 

There are indications many of the ‘Franklin Graham’ entries were written by the same writer. 
Based on the distinctive similar and distinguishing writing features observed in the ‘Franklin 
Graham’ entries examined, the ballots were grouped.  There are indications the ballots within 
each Group referenced below was written by a single writer.  

Group 1: 71 ballots  

Group 2: 46 ballots 

Group 3: 18 ballots 

Group 4: 10 ballots 

Group 5: 11 ballots 

Group 6: 6 ballots 

Group 7: 5 ballots 

 

REMARKS 

Time constraints, the large number of exhibits to be examined, and the fact that the ballots 
were not originals were limiting factors in the examination. If the ballots were examined in the 
proper setting, with ample time for examination and inter-comparisons, more conclusive 
results would be possible. Further, provided ample time for more detailed 
examinations/comparisons, a determination as to whether the remaining ‘Franklin Graham’ 
writings (ballots) can be associated with existing or additional groups would be possible. 
Because of the existence of handwritten and hand printed ‘Franklin Graham’ entries and the 
difficulty of inter-comparisons, it is possible the ‘Franklin Graham’ entries in one or more 
groups may be the product of one writer.    

Comparable similar writing characteristics were noted between the writings within Group 1 
and the ‘witness’ Deborah Monroe hand printed entries on the respective envelopes.    
Further examination of these documents would result in a more definitive finding. 
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LAB REPORT 16-1112 

III 
 
Examinations of the remaining ‘witness’ related writings were not conducted due to time 
constraints. 

 

EVIDENCE DISPOSITION 

All photocopied ballots and envelopes were retained by the Bladen County Board of 
Elections.  No photographs were allowed to be taken and photocopies were not allowed to be 
made of the ballots. 

  

Reasons and Bases 

The referenced examinations and comparisons were conducted utilizing published standard 
methodologies as prescribed by ASTM International  Standard E-2290 (or other) and by the 
Scientific Working Group for Forensic Document Examination (SWGDOC). 

The conclusions stated above generally adhere to published standard terminology as 
prescribed by ASTM International Standard E-1658 and by the SWGDOC standard entitled 
‘Standard Terminology for Expressing Conclusions of Forensic Document Examiners.’   

 
 

 
Charlotte W. Ware 
Forensic Document Examiner 
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  
This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 (b)(4).  
Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 
questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 
sheets and attachments.   
  
1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 
 
Michael Brandon Jones 
103 Oak Tree Drive 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 27517 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 
 
See mailing address above 
(336) 414-3982 
michael.jones@unc.edu 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   
       If a candidate, for what office? 
 
Registered voter 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 
number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 
 
November 8, 2016 
Forsyth County, NC 
General Election  
See reports issued by the State Board of Elections regarding the candidates, votes received, and statuses of the 
elections. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail. 
 
Yes. This protest concerns the Forsyth County Board of Elections’ determination that Audrey Denise Jones’s 
(registered at 215 Ridgehaven Drive in Winston Salem) absentee ballot was returned after the deadline. The ballot 
was postmarked before 5:00 p.m. on November 8, 2016, and mailed from Raleigh via the U.S. mail on that same 
day. According to the State Board of Elections’ website, the ballot was received on November 11, 2016. Yet, that 
same website indicates that the ballot was found to be invalid on the grounds that it was “returned after [the] 
deadline.” That conclusion seems to flatly contravene state law, which deems ballots postmarked before 5:00 p.m. 
on Election Day and received within three days of Election Day to be timely.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  
 
No. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above.  
State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who you allege 
committed such violations. 
 
N.C. GEN. STAT. § 163-231(b)(2)(b) (2015) (“If ballots are received later than the hour stated in subdivision (1) of 
this subsection, those ballots shall not be accepted unless . . . [t]he ballots issued under this Article are postmarked 
and that postmark is dated on or before the day of the statewide primary or general election or county bond election 
and are received by the county board of elections not later than three days after the election by 5:00 p.m.”). 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8.  Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in 
this protest, and specify what each witness listed saw or knows. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  What action do you desire the county board of elections to take in this matter? 
 
I request that the county board of elections deem Audrey Jones’s vote to be validly returned and thus counted.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10.  Do you contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient to have affected or cast doubt upon the results of the 
protested election?  If your answer is yes, please state the factual basis for your opinion. 
 
Yes. In light of the close margin in many contested races, each disputed vote could affect the outcome.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11.  Have you read and reviewed the North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out in G.S. 163-182.9 
through G.S. 163-182.14 and current North Carolina State Board of Elections regulations pertaining to election 
protests? 
 
Yes. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12.  How many pages of additional answer are attached to this protest? 0 
       How many pages of attachments are attached? 0 
  

 
___________________________ 
Signature of Protestor 

  
Date/Time Filed with County Board 
______________________________________ 
(to be filled out by the county board) 
  
NOTE: The county board must provide the State Board with a complete copy of a filed protest within one business 
day after it is filed. In addition, the county board shall provide a copy of the election audit with this copy of the 
protest. 
  
Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Elections, PO 
Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 27611-7255, (919) 733-7173. 
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  
This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 
(b)(4).  Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 
questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 
sheets and attachments.   
  
1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 
 
Jack Simms, 794 W Main Ave., Tylorsville, NC 28681 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 
 
828-632-0007, simmsjack@yahoo.com 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   
       If a candidate, for what office? 
 
Registered voter 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 
number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 
 
November 8, 2016 General Election.  All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail. 
 
Upon review of publicly available records through the State voter file, it appears that 1 ballot was cast in the name 
of a deceased individual previously registered to vote with the state of North Carolina. Certainly, no deceased voter 
is eligible to cast a ballot under North Carolina law. Therefore, these ballots were erroneously counted and tabulated 
by the Alexander County Board of Elections.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  
 
No. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 
above.  State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who 
you allege committed such violations. 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-55 
 

In violation of the statutes provided for above, invalid ballots were cast by the following persons known to be 
deceased: 
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Helen Pennell 
331 Boston Heights Dr 
Taylorsville, NC 28681 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8.  Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in 
this protest, and specify what each witness listed saw or knows. 
 
Based on review of the public records described in section 5 above. I allege as described herein. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  What action do you desire the county board of elections to take in this matter? 
 
The Alexander County Board of Elections must invalidate all ballots for any office whatsoever deemed to be cast by 
persons known to be deceased in violation of state law, as set forth in Sections 5 and 7, above. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10.  Do you contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient to have affected or cast doubt upon the results of the 
protested election?  If your answer is yes, please state the factual basis for your opinion. 
 
Yes. The described allegations clearly demonstrate that ballots cast by persons known to be deceased for the election 
held on November 8, 2016 in Alexander County, are invalid under State law. The invalid ballots cast by persons 
known to be deceased must not be counted for any office voted. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11.  Have you read and reviewed the North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out in G.S. 163-182.9 
through G.S. 163-182.14 and current North Carolina State Board of Elections regulations pertaining to election 
protests? 
 
Yes. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12.  How many pages of additional answer are attached to this protest? 0 
       How many pages of attachments are attached? 0 
  

____________________________ 
Signature of Protestor 

  
Date/Time Filed with County Board 
______________________________________ 
(to be filled out by the county board) 
  
NOTE: The county board must provide the State Board with a complete copy of a filed protest within one business 
day after it is filed. In addition, the county board shall provide a copy of the election audit with this copy of the 
protest. 
  
Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Elections, PO 
Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 27611-7255, (919) 733-7173. 
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  
This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 
(b)(4).  Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 
questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 
sheets and attachments.   
  
1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 
 
Charles Parris 
200 Constitution Drive 
Morganton, NC  28655 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 
 
Home/Business phone: 828-438-7038 
Fax: N/A 
Email: cparris@compascable.net 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   
       If a candidate, for what office? 
 
Registered voter 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 
number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 
 
November 8, 2016 General Election.  All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail. 
 
Upon review of publicly available records through the State voter file, it appears that 3 ballots were cast in the name 
of a deceased individual previously registered to vote with the state of North Carolina. Certainly, no deceased voter 
is eligible to cast a ballot under North Carolina law. Therefore, these ballots were erroneously counted and tabulated 
by the Burke County Board of Elections.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  
 
No. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 
above.  State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who 
you allege committed such violations. 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-55 
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In violation of the statutes provided for above, invalid ballots were cast by the following persons known to be 
deceased: 
 
Bruce Bachelder 
306 W Union St 
Morganton, NC 28655 
 
James Conrad McMahan 
1833 Fonta Flora Rd 
Nebo, NC 28761 
 
Franklin Dellon Wood 
3209 US 70 E 
Morganton, NC 28655 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8.  Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in 
this protest, and specify what each witness listed saw or knows. 
 
Charles Parris 
200 Constitution Drive 
Morganton, NC  28655 
828-438-7038 
 
Reviewed publicly available records as described in the answer to question 5. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  What action do you desire the county board of elections to take in this matter? 
 
The Burke County Board of Elections must invalidate all ballots for any office whatsoever deemed to be cast by 
persons known to be deceased in violation of state law, as set forth in Sections 5 and 7, above. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10.  Do you contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient to have affected or cast doubt upon the results of the 
protested election?  If your answer is yes, please state the factual basis for your opinion. 
 
Yes. The described allegations clearly demonstrate that ballots cast by persons known to be deceased for the election 
held on November 8, 2016 in Burke County, are invalid under State law. The invalid ballots cast by persons known 
to be deceased must not be counted for any office voted. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11.  Have you read and reviewed the North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out in G.S. 163-182.9 
through G.S. 163-182.14 and current North Carolina State Board of Elections regulations pertaining to election 
protests? 
 
Yes. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12.  How many pages of additional answer are attached to this protest? 0 
       How many pages of attachments are attached? 0 
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___________________________ 
Signature of Protestor 

  
Date/Time Filed with County Board 
______________________________________ 
(to be filled out by the county board) 
  
NOTE: The county board must provide the State Board with a complete copy of a filed protest within one business 
day after it is filed. In addition, the county board shall provide a copy of the election audit with this copy of the 
protest. 
  
Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Elections, PO 
Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 27611-7255, (919) 733-7173. 
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ELECTION PROTEST 

Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  

This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 (b)(4).  

Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 

questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 

sheets and attachments.   

  

1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 

 

Charles Hellwig; 1353 Springlawn Ct, Raleigh, NC 27609 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 

 

919-437-2733; politics@charleshellwig.com 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   

       If a candidate, for what office? 

 

Registered voter 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 

number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 

 

November 8, 2016 General Election.  All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail. 

 

Upon review of publicly available records through the State voter file, it appears that 2 ballots were cast in the name 

of a deceased individual previously registered to vote with the state of North Carolina. Certainly, no deceased voter 

is eligible to cast a ballot under North Carolina law. Therefore, these ballots were erroneously counted and tabulated 

by the Wake County Board of Elections.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 

detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  

 

No. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above.  

State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who you allege 

committed such violations. 

 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-55 

In violation of the statutes provided for above, invalid ballots were cast by the following persons known to be 

deceased: 

 

Gene Edward Evans 

6204 Fox Rd 
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ELECTION PROTEST 

Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  

This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 (b)(4).  

Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 

questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 

sheets and attachments.   

  

1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 

 

Charles Hellwig; 1353 Springlawn Ct, Raleigh, NC 27609 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 

 

919-437-2733; politics@charleshellwig.com 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   

       If a candidate, for what office? 

 

Registered voter 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 

number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 

 

November 8, 2016, Wake County, General Election.  

Candidates: All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail. 

 

Yes. Upon review of the North Carolina Department of Corrections active prisoner and parole database and ballots 

cast for candidates for this election, it appears that 3 ballots were cast by persons adjudged guilty of a felony against 

this State or the United States, or adjudged guilty of a felony in another state that also would be a felony if it had 

been committed in this State, and without those persons having first restored to the rights of citizenship in the 

manner prescribed by law.  That class of persons not being allowed to vote in this State as prescribed by law, it 

appears that these ballots are invalid under State law, and these ballots were erroneously counted and tabulated by 

the Wake County Board of Elections. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 

detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  

 

No. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above.  

State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who you allege 

committed such violations. 

 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-55(a)(2)   

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-82.1(c)(2) 
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ELECTION PROTEST 

Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  

This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 (b)(4).  

Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 

questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 

sheets and attachments.   

  

1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 

 

Charles Hellwig; 1353 Springlawn Ct, Raleigh, NC 27609 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 

 

919-437-2733; politics@charleshellwig.com 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   

       If a candidate, for what office? 

 

Registered voter 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 

number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 

 

November 8, 2016 General Election.  All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail. 

 

Upon review of early voting files from other states, it appears that twenty-two (22) individuals cast ballots in both 

North Carolina and another state. Casting a ballot in more than one state is a clear violation of North Carolina and 

federal election laws. Therefore, these ballots were erroneously counted and tabulated by the WAKE County Board 

of Elections. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 

detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  

 

No. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above.  

State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who you allege 

committed such violations. 

 

 N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-82.1 

 

In violation of the statutes provided for above, invalid ballots were cast by the following persons known to have 

voted in multiple states: 
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KETURAH FAITH POSTELL, AVENT FERRY RD, UNIT 464, RALEIGH, NC  27606 -2595 

ANNE GREGORY TEICHER, NEUSE FOREST RD, RALEIGH, NC 27616-8020 

ZACHARY SAUL TEICHER, NEUSE FOREST RD, RALEIGH, NC 27616-8020 

MONICA SHEREE SCOTT, BENEVOLENCE DR, RALEIGH, NC 27610-1875 

CHRISTOPHER ADAM CAPONE, MARSHALL ST, RALEIGH, NC 27604-1309 

ANNETTE FELDHERR BERCH, CREEDMOOR RD, APT A105, RALEIGH, NC  27612-3835 

AUBREY EUGENE LIGHTFOOT, DEER VALLEY DR, CARY, NC 27519-5228 

EMILY ANNE TROTTA, RAVENGLASS PL, APT F, RALEIGH, NC  27612-2945 

JACK GRAHAM  SPENCE, JR, CHASTAIN DR, RALEIGH, NC 27614-8203 

ROBERT THOMAS WOODRUFF, NORTH ST, RALEIGH, NC 27603-1418 

WILLIAM HENRY CLARK, BROAD ST, APT 220, FUQUAY VARINA, NC 27526-2628 

HENRY CHARLES GARRETT JR,  MCGRATH WAY,  RALEIGH, NC 27616-9073 

RHONDA LINDSAY GARRETT, MCGRATH WAY, RALEIGH, NC 27616-9073 

JAMES   IGNATIUS  PATAKI, TUCKER ST, UNIT 428, RALEIGH, NC 27603-1870 

ROBERT LEE  CHADWICK  JR,   DEMOCRACY ST, RALEIGH, NC 27603-3481 

TIMOTHY  LEE  STARK JR, FLAHERTY AVE, WAKE FOREST, NC 27587-2291 

WAYNE   ALAN  KAN, JAMESON RD, RALEIGH  NC, 27604-3972 

ROBERT   LEWIS   SWANN II, DEVONBROOK LN,  CARY, NC 27518-8700 

JENNIFER  ASHELY  KOSKI, OAKCROFT DR, RALEIGH, NC 27614-7281 

WILLIAM   EDWARD  DEMPSEY, MADISON GROVE PL, CARY, NC 27519-8161 

KRISTINA ELIZABETH COOPER, RENFIELD DR , RALEIGH, NC 27617-8310 

BRIANNA BOETTINGER,  BRITTINGHAM LOOP, APEX, NC 27502-3649  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8.  Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in 

this protest, and specify what each witness listed saw or knows. 

 

Charles Hellwig, 1353 Springlawn Ct, Raleigh, NC 27609, 919-437-2733; early voting files from other states. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9.  What action do you desire the county board of elections to take in this matter? 

 

The WAKE County Board of Elections must invalidate all ballots for any office whatsoever deemed to be cast by 

persons who voted in multiple states in violation of state law, as set forth in Sections 5 and 7, above. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10.  Do you contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient to have affected or cast doubt upon the results of the 

protested election?  If your answer is yes, please state the factual basis for your opinion. 

 

Yes. The described allegations clearly demonstrate that ballots cast by persons who voted in multiple states, for the 

election held on November 8, 2016 in WAKE County, are invalid under State law. The invalid ballots cast by 

persons who have voted in multiple states in violation of state and federal law, must not be counted for any office 

voted. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11.  Have you read and reviewed the North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out in G.S. 163-182.9 

through G.S. 163-182.14 and current North Carolina State Board of Elections regulations pertaining to election 

protests? 

 

Yes. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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ELECTION PROTEST	
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c)	

 	
This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 
(b)(4).  Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 
questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 
sheets and attachments.  	
 	
1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 
 
Steven Carter, 3312 Doral Ct., Burlington, NC 27215	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 
 
336-586-0600, scarter@alamanceconservative.org	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   
       If a candidate, for what office?	
	
Registered voter	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 
number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated.	
	
November 8, 2016, Alamance County, General Election. 	
Candidates: All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election.	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail.	
	
Yes. Upon review of the North Carolina Department of Corrections active prisoner and parole database and ballots 
cast for candidates for this election, it appears that two (2) of ballots were cast by persons adjudged guilty of a 
felony against this State or the United States, or adjudged guilty of a felony in another state that also would be a 
felony if it had been committed in this State, and without those persons having first restored to the rights of 
citizenship in the manner prescribed by law.  That class of persons not being allowed to vote in this State as 
prescribed by law, it appears that none of these ballots are valid under State law, and all of these ballots were 
erroneously counted and tabulated by the Alamance County Board of Elections.	
____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action. 	
	
No.	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 
above.  State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who 
you allege committed such violations.	
	
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-55(a)(2)  	
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-82.1(c)(2)	
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ELECTIONPROTEST
Use of this form is rcquird by G.S. 163-1S2.9{c)

of elections
to use and ttrt-;-tr#i*,
exhibitsand ofsuchadditional

l. Full name and mailiqg address of person filing the prcfrs$.

Dawn Bowland, 3155 W Zion Chnrch Rd-, Shelby, NC 2gf 50

2' Home ard btrsiness phone number, fax nunber, and e-rnil address.

303-335{044, dbowland@colordolegary.com

3' 
#Sfrte 

or registoed voter eligible to vot€ in rhe proresred election?

Registered voter

4- List the date, location, md exact nafure of the election protested. Name all candidaes in the election and the
number of votes each received. Note dre wiruring cardidat(g elected or nominated.

November 8, 2016, Clwelmd Cmmty, General Election. All candidaes and issues on the batlot indicated for that
eloction.

5. Does this protest involve an allegd error in vote count or tabulation? If so, plese explain in detail.

Yes. Upon rwiew of the North Carolina Oeearunent of Corrections active prlsoner and prole database and ballots
cast fo ballot was cast by a pir*n djudge.d guilty of afelony of a felony in anoth& state tdt also iouti ue afelony ithout first restored to the rights of
citizenship in the manner prescribed by law. That class of owed to vote in this S-tate as
prescribed by law, it appers rhst none of these ballots are valid uoder State law, and all of these ballots were
erroneously counted and tabulat€d by the cleveland county Board of Elections.

9 D*,. this protes 5 above? If so, please give adetaileddescription suchaction

No.

7. Please or rcgulations violated in
State how Pleasepnovide , andphme
committed such violations.

N.C. Gen. Sta( $ 163-55(a)(2'l
N.C. Gen. Srd. $ 163-82.r(c)Q)
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In violation of the stahrtes provided for above, fuvalid ballots were cast by the following persons arljrdged guilty ofa felony:

Robert Dean Hudson, 411 Circle Drive W, Shelby, NC, 2gly)

8.
thi rs of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in

shelby, Nc 28150, 303-335-6044. North carolina Department of

9. what action do yor desire the county bo@rd of elections to take in this matrer?

The Clel'e-land Countl'Board of Elections must invalidate all ballots for any office whatsoever deemed to be cast bypersons adjudged guilty of a felony in viotation of state law, as set forth in 
-sections 

S and,7.above.

I set outby you are doubtuponthe results oftheP syes, pleasestate

for the
cast by
another

without those persons having frst
restored to the righfis of citizenstrip inthe manner colmted for any office voted.

11 Have you read and review pertaining to our in G.S. 163_lg2.9
ttrougtr G.S. 163-182.14 and Ale Boad of pertaining to election
protests?

Yes.

12. How nany pages of additional answer are ffiached to this protest? None.
How mmy pages of attachments are attached? None- ./

DatelTime Filed with Countv Board DA^. t1. Bot't- n lo 0

(tobe filled outbythe couffy bmrd)

NOTE: The county boardmust provide the State Board with a corrplete copy of a filed protest within one business
day after it is filed. ln addition, the county board slnll prwide a copy of ihe election inrAt *it1 this oopy of the
protest.

Iteary_{igclal{ guertijry 
-t9 

ygll-oounty loard of elections or the North Carolim Srare Board of Elections, pO
Box 27 255, Raleigh, NC 27 6t | :7 255, (9 I 9) 7 33 -7 l7 3.
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  
This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 (b)(4).  
Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 
questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 
sheets and attachments.   
  
1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 
 
Carl Mischka, 5025 Club House Dr., New Bern, NC, 28562 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 
 
252-626-8199, carl@mischka.us 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   
       If a candidate, for what office? 
 
Registered voter 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 
number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 
 
November 8, 2016, Craven County, General Election. All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that 
election.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail. 
 
Yes. Upon review of the North Carolina Department of Corrections active prisoner and parole database and ballots 
cast for candidates for this election, it appears that at least one ballot was cast by a person adjudged guilty of a 
felony against this State or the United States, or adjudged guilty of a felony in another state that also would be a 
felony if it had been committed in this State, and without those persons having first restored to the rights of 
citizenship in the manner prescribed by law.  That class of persons not being allowed to vote in this State as 
prescribed by law, it appears that none of these ballots are valid under State law, and all of these ballots were 
erroneously counted and tabulated by the Craven County Board of Elections. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  
 
No. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above.  
State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who you allege 
committed such violations. 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-55(a)(2)   
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-82.1(c)(2) 
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In violation of the statutes provided for above, invalid ballots were cast by the following persons adjudged guilty of 
a felony: 
 
Annette Ranee Smith, 1901 Hartford Ave, New Bern, NC, 28562 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8.  Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in 
this protest, and specify what each witness listed saw or knows. 
 
Based on a review of the public records described in section 5 above, I allege as described herein. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  What action do you desire the county board of elections to take in this matter? 
 
The Craven County Board of Elections must invalidate all ballots for any office whatsoever deemed to be cast by 
persons adjudged guilty of a felony in violation of state law, as set forth in Sections 5 and 7, above. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10.  Do you contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient to have affected or cast doubt upon the results of the 
protested election?  If your answer is yes, please state the factual basis for your opinion. 
 
Yes. The described allegations clearly demonstrate that ballots cast by persons adjudged guilty of a felony, for the 
election held on November 8, 2016 in Craven County, are invalid under State law. The invalid ballots cast by 
persons adjudged guilty of a felony against this State or the United States, or adjudged guilty of a felony in another 
state that also would be a felony if it had been committed in this State, and without those persons having first 
restored to the rights of citizenship in the manner prescribed by law, must not be counted for any office voted.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11.  Have you read and reviewed the North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out in G.S. 163-182.9 
through G.S. 163-182.14 and current North Carolina State Board of Elections regulations pertaining to election 
protests? 
 
Yes. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12.  How many pages of additional answer are attached to this protest? None 
       How many pages of attachments are attached? None 
  

____________________________ 
Signature of Protestor 

  
Date/Time Filed with County Board 
______________________________________ 
(to be filled out by the county board) 
  
NOTE: The county board must provide the State Board with a complete copy of a filed protest within one business 
day after it is filed. In addition, the county board shall provide a copy of the election audit with this copy of the 
protest. 
  
Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Elections, PO 
Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 27611-7255, (919) 733-7173. 
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  
This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 (b)(4).  
Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 
questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 
sheets and attachments.   
  
1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 
 
John Posthill, 5513 Lumley Rd., Morrisville, NC 27560 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 
 
919-923-5990, posthillfamily@yahoo.com 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   
       If a candidate, for what office? 
 
Registered voter 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 
number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 
 
November 8, 2016, Durham County, General Election. All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that 
election.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail. 
 
Yes. Upon review of the North Carolina Department of Corrections active prisoner and parole database and ballots 
cast for candidates for this election, it appears that at least seven (7) ballots were cast by persons adjudged guilty of 
a felony against this State or the United States, or adjudged guilty of a felony in another state that also would be a 
felony if it had been committed in this State, and without those persons having first restored to the rights of 
citizenship in the manner prescribed by law.  That class of persons not being allowed to vote in this State as 
prescribed by law, it appears that none of these ballots are valid under State law, and all of these ballots were 
erroneously counted and tabulated by the Durham County Board of Elections. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  
 
No. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above.  
State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who you allege 
committed such violations. 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-55(a)(2)   
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-82.1(c)(2) 
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In violation of the statutes provided for above, invalid ballots were cast by the following persons adjudged guilty of
a felony:

John Marshall Adams, 510 Mayfield Cir, Durham, NC,27705
Jacqueline Anderson, 22l2Hart St, Unit A, Durham, NC 27703
Conrelius Erwin Jordaq 2 Savi Cq Durham, NC277l3
Alvin Larronte Breeden, 902 Hemlock Ave, Durham,N027707
Raymond Jeffery Charles, 300 N Queen St, Durhaq NC 27701
Orrin Dett Smith, 326 Vintage Holly Dr, Durham, NC27703
Timothy William Bartless, 1607 Kirkwood Dr, Durham, NC 27705

8. Please provide the nantes, addresses, and phone numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in
this protesq and specr$ what each witness listed saw or knows.

John Posthill, 5513 Lumley Rd., Morrisville, NC 27560,919-923-5990, North Carolina Deparhent of Corrections
active prisoner and parole database

9. What action do you desire the county board of elections to take in this matter?

The Durham County Board of Elections must invalidate all ballots for any offrce whatsoever deemed to be cast by
persons adjudged guilty of a felony in violation of state law, as set forth in Sections 5 and 7, above.

10. Do you contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient to have affected or cast doubt upon the results of the
protested election? Ifyour answer is yes, please state the factual basis for your opinion.

Yes. The described allegations clearly demonstrate that ballots cast by persons adjudged gurlty of a felony, for the
election held on November 8, 2016 in Durham County, are invalid under State law. The invalid ballots cast by
p€rsors adjudged guilty of a felony agpinst this State or the United States, or adjudged gurlty of a felony in another
state that also would be a felony if it had beeir committed in this State, and without those persons having first
restorcd to the rights of citizenship in fte manner prescribed by law, must not be counted for any office voted.

11. Have you read and reviewed the North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as sst out in G.S. 163-182.9
through G.S. 163-182.14 and curent North Carolina Shte Board of Elections regulations pertaining to election
protests?

Yes.

12. How maoy pages of additional answer are attached to this protest?
flsy many pages of attachments are attached? None

Date/Time Filed with County Board

(to be filled out by the county board)

NOTE: The county board must provide the State Board with a complete copy of a filed protest within one business
day after it is filed. tn addition, the county board shall provide a copy of the election audit with this copy of the
protest.
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ELECTION PROTEST 

Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  

This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 (b)(4).  

Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 

questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 

sheets and attachments.   

  

1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 

 

Floyd Adsit 

1516 Anterra Drive 

Wake Forest, NC  27587 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 

 

Home/Business phone: 919-272-3934 

Fax: N/A 

Email: granvillegop@rocketmail.com 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   

       If a candidate, for what office? 

 

Registered voter 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 

number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 

 

November 8, 2016, Granville County, General Election.  

Candidates: All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail. 

 

Yes. Upon review of the North Carolina Department of Corrections active prisoner and parole database and ballots 

cast for candidates for this election, it appears that at least one of the ballots were cast by persons adjudged guilty of 

a felony against this State or the United States, or adjudged guilty of a felony in another state that also would be a 

felony if it had been committed in this State, and without those persons having first restored to the rights of 

citizenship in the manner prescribed by law.  That class of persons not being allowed to vote in this State as 

prescribed by law, it appears that none of these ballots are valid under State law, and all of these ballots were 

erroneously counted and tabulated by the Granville County Board of Elections. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 

detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  

 

No. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above.  

State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who you allege 

committed such violations. 
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Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Elections, PO 

Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 27611-7255, (919) 733-7173. 
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ELECTION PROTEST 

Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  

This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 (b)(4).  

Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 

questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 

sheets and attachments.   

  

1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 

 

William Porter 

3 Sommerton Court 

Greensboro, NC  27408 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 

 

Home/Business phone: 336-314-9313 

Fax: N/A 

Email: clark.ito.gso@gmail.com 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   

       If a candidate, for what office? 

 

Registered voter 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 

number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 

 

November 8, 2016, Guilford County, General Election.  

Candidates: All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail. 

 

Yes. Upon review of the North Carolina Department of Corrections active prisoner and parole database and ballots 

cast for candidates for this election, it appears that at least eight ballots were cast by persons adjudged guilty of a 

felony against this State or the United States, or adjudged guilty of a felony in another state that also would be a 

felony if it had been committed in this State, and without those persons having first restored to the rights of 

citizenship in the manner prescribed by law.  That class of persons not being allowed to vote in this State as 

prescribed by law, it appears that none of these ballots are valid under State law, and all of these ballots were 

erroneously counted and tabulated by the Guilford County Board of Elections. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 

detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  

 

No. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above.  

State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who you allege 

committed such violations. 
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-55(a)(2)   

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-82.1(c)(2) 

 

In violation of the statutes provided for above, invalid ballots were cast by the following persons adjudged guilty of 

a felony: 

Larry Jamar Smoot, 306 Ardale Dr, Apt 1C, High Point, NC, 27260 

Douglas Darren Inman, 4600 Old Randleman Rd, Greensboro, NC 27406 

Michael Lynn Dungee, Sr., 2404 Bywood Rd, Greensboro, NC 27405 

Demetrius Latrell Morgan, 3616 Whitworth Dr., Greensboro, NC 27405 

Mark Thomas Poole, 3001 Patrior Ct, Unit D, Greensboro, NC 27408 

Gabriel Arthur Thabet, 3795 Winborne Ln, Greensboro, NC 27410 

Bernard Hall, 323 Lawrence St, Greensboro, NC 27406 

William Anthony Brown, 1904 Lynn Rd, Greensboro, NC 27405 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8.  Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in 

this protest, and specify what each witness listed saw or knows. 

 

William Porter 

3 Sommerton Court 

Greensboro, NC  27408 

336-314-9313 

 

Based on a review of the public records described in section 5 above, I allege as described herein. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9.  What action do you desire the county board of elections to take in this matter? 

 

The Guilford County Board of Elections must invalidate all ballots for any office whatsoever deemed to be cast by 

persons adjudged guilty of a felony in violation of state law, as set forth in Sections 5 and 7, above. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10.  Do you contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient to have affected or cast doubt upon the results of the 

protested election?  If your answer is yes, please state the factual basis for your opinion. 

 

Yes. The described allegations clearly demonstrate that ballots cast by persons adjudged guilty of a felony, for the 

election held on November 8, 2016 in Guilford County, are invalid under State law. The invalid ballots cast by 

persons adjudged guilty of a felony against this State or the United States, or adjudged guilty of a felony in another 

state that also would be a felony if it had been committed in this State, and without those persons having first 

restored to the rights of citizenship in the manner prescribed by law, must not be counted for any office voted.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11.  Have you read and reviewed the North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out in G.S. 163-182.9 

through G.S. 163-182.14 and current North Carolina State Board of Elections regulations pertaining to election 

protests? 

 

Yes. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  

This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 (b)(4).  

Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 

questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 

sheets and attachments.   

  

1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 

 

Kimberly Hammond 

73 Antler Drive #13 

Cullowhee, NC  28723 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 

 

Home/Business phone: 828-508-9472 

Fax: N/A 

Email: kphammond1@catamount.wcu.edu 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   

       If a candidate, for what office? 

 

Registered voter 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 

number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 

 

November 8, 2016 General Election.  All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail. 

 

Yes. Upon review of the North Carolina Department of Corrections active prisoner and parole database and ballots 

cast for candidates for this election, it appears that 1 ballot was cast by persons adjudged guilty of a felony against 

this State or the United States, or adjudged guilty of a felony in another state that also would be a felony if it had 

been committed in this State, and without those persons having first restored to the rights of citizenship in the 

manner prescribed by law.  That class of persons not being allowed to vote in this State as prescribed by law, it 

appears that none of these ballots are valid under State law, and all of these ballots were erroneously counted and 

tabulated by the Jackson County Board of Elections. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 

detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  

 

No. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above.  

State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who you allege 

committed such violations. 

 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-55 (a)(2)   
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NOTE: The county board must provide the State Board with a complete copy of a filed protest within one business 

day after it is filed. In addition, the county board shall provide a copy of the election audit with this copy of the 

protest. 

  

Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Elections, PO 

Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 27611-7255, (919) 733-7173. 
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ELECTION PROTEST 

Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  

This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 (b)(4).  

Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 

questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 

sheets and attachments.   

  

1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 

 

Denise Rentz 

141 Leach Drive 

Garner, NC  27529 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 

 

Home/Business phone: 919-271-8535 

Fax: N/A 

Email: d_rentz@yahoo.com 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   

       If a candidate, for what office? 

 

Registered voter 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 

number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 

 

November 8, 2016 General Election.  All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail. 

 

Yes. Upon review of the North Carolina Department of Corrections active prisoner and parole database and ballots 

cast for candidates for this election, it appears that 4 ballots were cast by persons adjudged guilty of a felony against 

this State or the United States, or adjudged guilty of a felony in another state that also would be a felony if it had 

been committed in this State, and without those persons having first restored to the rights of citizenship in the 

manner prescribed by law.  That class of persons not being allowed to vote in this State as prescribed by law, it 

appears that none of these ballots are valid under State law, and all of these ballots were erroneously counted and 

tabulated by the Johnston County Board of Elections. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 

detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  

 

No. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above.  

State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who you allege 

committed such violations. 

 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-55(a)(2)   
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-82.1(c)(2) 

 

In violation of the statutes provided for above, invalid ballots were cast by the following persons adjudged guilty of 

a felony: 

 

Halbert Lanzro Sanders 

303 Pine St 

Smithfield, NC 27577 

 

Bobbie Huffman Gray 

2300 Wendell Rd 

Wendell, NC 27591 

 

Willie Lee Roberson 

924 Blount St 

Smithfield, NC 27577 

 

Johnny Linden Benson 

2360 NC Highway 50 S 

Benson, NC 27504 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8.  Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in 

this protest, and specify what each witness listed saw or knows. 

 

Denise Rentz 

141 Leach Drive 

Garner, NC  27529 

919-271-8535 

 

Based on a review of the public records described in section 5 above, I allege as described herein. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9.  What action do you desire the county board of elections to take in this matter? 

 

The Johnston County Board of Elections must invalidate all ballots for any office whatsoever deemed to be cast by 

persons adjudged guilty of a felony in violation of state law, as set forth in Sections 5 and 7, above. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10.  Do you contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient to have affected or cast doubt upon the results of the 

protested election?  If your answer is yes, please state the factual basis for your opinion. 

 

Yes. The described allegations clearly demonstrate that ballots cast by persons adjudged guilty of a felony, for the 

election held on November 8, 2016 in Johnston County, are invalid under State law. The invalid ballots cast by 

persons adjudged guilty of a felony against this State or the United States, or adjudged guilty of a felony in another 

state that also would be a felony if it had been committed in this State, and without those persons having first 

restored to the rights of citizenship in the manner prescribed by law, must not be counted for any office voted.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11.  Have you read and reviewed the North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out in G.S. 163-182.9 

through G.S. 163-182.14 and current North Carolina State Board of Elections regulations pertaining to election 

protests? 

 

Yes. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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ELECTION PROTEST 

Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  

This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 (b)(4).  

Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 

questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 

sheets and attachments.   

  

1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 

 

Denise Rentz 

141 Leach Drive 

Garner, NC  27529 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 

 

Home/Business phone: 919-271-8535 

Fax: N/A 

Email: d_rentz@yahoo.com 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   

       If a candidate, for what office? 

 

Registered voter 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 

number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 

 

November 8, 2016 General Election.  All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail. 

 

Yes. Upon review of the North Carolina Department of Corrections active prisoner and parole database and ballots 

cast for candidates for this election, it appears that 4 ballots were cast by persons adjudged guilty of a felony against 

this State or the United States, or adjudged guilty of a felony in another state that also would be a felony if it had 

been committed in this State, and without those persons having first restored to the rights of citizenship in the 

manner prescribed by law.  That class of persons not being allowed to vote in this State as prescribed by law, it 

appears that none of these ballots are valid under State law, and all of these ballots were erroneously counted and 

tabulated by the Johnston County Board of Elections. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 

detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  

 

No. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above.  

State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who you allege 

committed such violations. 

 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-55(a)(2)   
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-82.1(c)(2) 

 

In violation of the statutes provided for above, invalid ballots were cast by the following persons adjudged guilty of 

a felony: 

 

Halbert Lanzro Sanders 

303 Pine St 

Smithfield, NC 27577 

 

Bobbie Huffman Gray 

2300 Wendell Rd 

Wendell, NC 27591 

 

Willie Lee Roberson 

924 Blount St 

Smithfield, NC 27577 

 

Johnny Linden Benson 

2360 NC Highway 50 S 

Benson, NC 27504 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8.  Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in 

this protest, and specify what each witness listed saw or knows. 

 

Denise Rentz 

141 Leach Drive 

Garner, NC  27529 

919-271-8535 

 

Based on a review of the public records described in section 5 above, I allege as described herein. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9.  What action do you desire the county board of elections to take in this matter? 

 

The Johnston County Board of Elections must invalidate all ballots for any office whatsoever deemed to be cast by 

persons adjudged guilty of a felony in violation of state law, as set forth in Sections 5 and 7, above. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10.  Do you contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient to have affected or cast doubt upon the results of the 

protested election?  If your answer is yes, please state the factual basis for your opinion. 

 

Yes. The described allegations clearly demonstrate that ballots cast by persons adjudged guilty of a felony, for the 

election held on November 8, 2016 in Johnston County, are invalid under State law. The invalid ballots cast by 

persons adjudged guilty of a felony against this State or the United States, or adjudged guilty of a felony in another 

state that also would be a felony if it had been committed in this State, and without those persons having first 

restored to the rights of citizenship in the manner prescribed by law, must not be counted for any office voted.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11.  Have you read and reviewed the North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out in G.S. 163-182.9 

through G.S. 163-182.14 and current North Carolina State Board of Elections regulations pertaining to election 

protests? 

 

Yes. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  
This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 (b)(4).  
Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 
questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 
sheets and attachments.   
  
1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 
 
Brenda Brown 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 
 
704-545-0314; kayraytwins@gmail.com__ 
 
3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   
       If a candidate, for what office? 
 
Registered voter 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 
number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 
 
November 8, 2016 General Election.  All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail. 
 
Yes. Upon review of the North Carolina Department of Corrections active prisoner and parole database and ballots 
cast for candidates for this election, it appears that 2 ballots were cast by persons adjudged guilty of a felony against 
this State or the United States, or adjudged guilty of a felony in another state that also would be a felony if it had 
been committed in this State, and without those persons having first restored to the rights of citizenship in the 
manner prescribed by law.  That class of persons not being allowed to vote in this State as prescribed by law, it 
appears that none of these ballots are valid under State law, and all of these ballots were erroneously counted and 
tabulated by the Mecklenburg County Board of Elections. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  
 
No. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above.  
State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who you allege 
committed such violations. 
 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-55 (a)(2)   
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-82.1 (c)(2) 
 
In violation of the statutes provided for above, invalid ballots were cast by the following persons adjudged guilty of 
a felony: 
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ELECTION PROTEST
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c)

This fogn must be filed wirh the county board of elections within the timeflames set out in G.S. 163-182'9 (bX4)'

please print or fype your answers. Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the

questions below. You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents. Please number the pages of such additional

sheets and attachments.

1. Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest'

Densay Sengsoulavong
1625 Wellspring Way
Wilmington, NC 28403

2. Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address.

Home/Business phone: 9 10 -43 l -239 5

Fax:N/A
Email : densay.sengsoulavong@gmai l.com

3. Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote

If a candidate, for what office?

Registered voter

in the protested election?

4. List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested. Name all candidates in the election and the

number of votes each received. Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated.

November 8,2016, New Hanover County, General Election.

Candidates: All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election'

5. Doesthisprotestinvolveanallegederrorinvotecountortabulation? Ifso,pleaseexplainindetail'

yes. Upon review of the North Carolina Department of Corrections active prisoner and parole database and ballots

cast foi candidates for this election, it appears that two (2) ballots were cast by persons adjudged guilty of a felony

against this State or the United States, or adjudged guilty of a felony in another state that also would be a felony if it
had been committed in this State, and without those persons having first restored to the rights of citizenship in the

lnanner prescribed by law. That class of persons not being allowed to vote in this State as prescribed by law, it

appears ihut nonr of these ballots are valid under State law, and all of these ballots were erroneously counted and

tabulated by the New Hanover County Board of Elections.

6. Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above? lf so, please give a

detailed description of such misconduct or inegularity and name those who committed such action.

No.

7. Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above'

State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names. addresses. and phone numbers ofthose who you allege

committed such violations.
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N.C. Gen. Stat. $ 163-55(aX2)

N.C. Gen. Stat. $ 163-82.1(c)(2)

In violation of ttLe statutes provided for above, invalid ballots were cast by the following persons adjudged guilty of

a felony:
CARL MAURICE MURPHY, IO17 S 8TH ST, WILMINGTON,NC 28401-5848

MICHAEL WA'YNE PITTMAN, 302 GREEN MEADOWS DR. WILMINGTON, NC 28405-3936

8. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers ofany
this protest, and specify what each witness listed saw or knows'

Densay SengsouJavong

1625 Wellspring Way
Wilmington, NC 28403
910-431-2395

witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in

Based on a review ofthe public records described in section 5 above, I allege as described herein'

9. What action do you desire the county board of eiections to take in this matter?

The New Hanover County Board of Elections must invalidate all ballots for any office whatsoever deemed to be cast

by persons adjudged guilty of a felony in violation of state law, as set forth in Sections 5 and 7, above.

10. Doyoucontendtheallegationssetoutbyyouaresufficienttohaveaffectedorcastdoubtupontheresultsofthe
protested election? Ifyour answer is yes, please state the factual basis for your opinion'

yes. The described allegations clearly demonstrate that ballots cast by persons adjudged guilty of a felony, for the

election held on Nover.nber 8,2016 in New Hanover County, are invalid under State law. The invalid ballots cast by

persons adjudgr:d guilty of a felony against this State or the United States. or adjudged guilty of a f'elony in another

state that also ,would be a felony if it had been cornnritted in this State, and without those persons having first

restored to the rights of citizenship in the manner prescribed by law, must not be counted for any office voted.

1 l. Have you read and reviewed the Norlh Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out in G.S.

through C,S. tO:-tSZ.14 and curent North Carolina State Board of Elections regulations pertaining

protests?

Yes.

12. How many pages of additional answer are attached to this protest? 0

How many pages of attachments are attached? 0

Date/Time Filed with County Board

163-182.9
to election

Signature of Prote

(to be filled out by the county board)
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NOTE: The county board must provide the State Board with a complete copy of a filed protest within one business

day after it is filed. ln addition, the county board shall provide a copy of the election audit with this copy of the

protest.

please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Elections, Po

Box 27 25 5, Raleigh, NC 276 1 1 -7 25 5, (9 19) 7 33 -7 17 3.
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ELECTION PROTEST
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c)

 
This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 (b)(4). 
Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the
questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional
sheets and attachments. 
 
1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest.

 
Brent Heath, 113 Crest Drive, Mt. Olive, NC 28365
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address.

 
919-738-4339; brentheath@me.com
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?  
      If a candidate, for what office?

 
Registered voter
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the
number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated.

 
November 8, 2016, Wayne County, General Election.
Candidates: All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail.

 
Yes. Upon review of the North Carolina Department of Corrections active prisoner and parole database and ballots
cast for candidates for this election, it appears that 1 ballot was cast by persons adjudged guilty of a felony against
this State or the United States, or adjudged guilty of a felony in another state that also would be a felony if it had
been committed in this State, and without those persons having first restored to the rights of citizenship in the
manner prescribed by law.  That class of persons not being allowed to vote in this State as prescribed by law, it
appears that these ballots are invalid under State law, and these ballots were erroneously counted and tabulated by
the Wayne County Board of Elections.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.

 
No.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above. 357/651



State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who you allege
committed such violations.

 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-55(a)(2)  
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-82.1(c)(2)

 
In violation of the statutes provided for above, invalid ballots were cast by the following persons adjudged guilty of
a felony:

 
Corey Lavell Dickerson, 810 Goldsboro Street, Fremont, North Carolina  27830
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
8.  Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in
this protest, and specify what each witness listed saw or knows.

 
Brent Heath, 113 Crest Drive, Mt. Olive, NC 28365; 919-738-4339; North Carolina Department of Corrections
active prisoner and parole database.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
9.  What action do you desire the county board of elections to take in this matter?

 
The Wayne County Board of Elections must invalidate all ballots for any office whatsoever deemed to be cast by
persons adjudged guilty of a felony in violation of state law, as set forth in Sections 5 and 7, above.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
10.  Do you contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient to have affected or cast doubt upon the results of the
protested election?  If your answer is yes, please state the factual basis for your opinion.

 
Yes. The described allegations clearly demonstrate that ballots cast by persons adjudged guilty of a felony, for the
election held on November 8, 2016 in Wayne County, are invalid under State law. The invalid ballots cast by
persons adjudged guilty of a felony against this State or the United States, or adjudged guilty of a felony in another
state that also would be a felony if it had been committed in this State, and without those persons having first
restored to the rights of citizenship in the manner prescribed by law, must not be counted for any office voted.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
11.  Have you read and reviewed the North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out in G.S. 163-182.9
through G.S. 163-182.14 and current North Carolina State Board of Elections regulations pertaining to election
protests?

 
Yes.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
12.  How many pages of additional answer are attached to this protest? 0
      How many pages of attachments are attached? 0
 

____________________________
Signature of Protestor

 
Date/Time Filed with County Board
______________________________________
(to be filled out by the county board)
 
NOTE: The county board must provide the State Board with a complete copy of a filed protest within one business
day after it is filed. In addition, the county board shall provide a copy of the election audit with this copy of the
protest. 358/651



 
Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Elections, PO
Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 27611-7255, (919) 733-7173.
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ELECTION PROTEST	
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c)	

 	
This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 
(b)(4).  Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 
questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 
sheets and attachments.  	
 	
1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 
 
Steven Carter, 3312 Doral Ct., Burlington, NC 27215	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 
 
336-586-0600, scarter@alamanceconservative.org	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   
       If a candidate, for what office?	
	
Registered voter	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 
number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated.	
	
November 8, 2016 General Election.  All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election.	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail.	
	
Upon review of early voting files from other states, it appears that one (1) individual cast ballots in both North 
Carolina and another state. Casting a ballot in more than one state is a clear violation of North Carolina and federal 
election laws. Therefore, these ballots were erroneously counted and tabulated by the ALAMANCE County Board 
of Elections.  The individual listed below appears to have voted in Baltimore, Maryland.	
____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action. 	
	
No.	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 
above.  State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who 
you allege committed such violations.	
	
 N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-82.1	
	
In violation of the statutes provided for above, invalid ballots were cast by the following persons known to have 
voted in multiple states:	
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  
This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 (b)(4).  
Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 
questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 
sheets and attachments.   
  
1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 
 
John Posthill, 5513 Lumley Rd., Morrisville, NC 27560 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 
 
919-923-5990, posthillfamily@yahoo.com 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   
       If a candidate, for what office? 
 
Registered voter 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 
number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 
 
November 8, 2016 General Election.  All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail. 
 
Upon review of early voting files from other states, it appears that seventeen (17) individuals cast ballots in both 
North Carolina and another state. Casting a ballot in more than one state is a clear violation of North Carolina and 
federal election laws. Therefore, these ballots were erroneously counted and tabulated by the DURHAM County 
Board of Elections. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  
 
No. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above.  
State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who you allege 
committed such violations. 
 
 N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-82.1 
 
In violation of the statutes provided for above, invalid ballots were cast by the following persons known to have 
voted in multiple states: 
 
ANTHONY BERNARD SMITH JR,  FAYETTEVILLE ST, DURHAM, NC  27707-3129 
JENNIFER LYNN WASNER, HUSE ST, DURHAM, NC  27707-9040 
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AUDREY KATHERINE BAKE& VILLAGE CIRCLE WAY, APT | Z4,DURHAM, NC 27713-6159
TERI LEE RUSSELL, CRAWFORD CT, DURHAM,NC 27703.9475
ANTWANE DERRELL PARKER JR, FAYETTEVILLE ST, DURHAIyI, NC 27707-3129
JAMES ALAN ROBLES, NOORTN CT, DURHAM,NC 27713.9630
DANIEL LEE MT.'RRAY J& ROSEDALE CREEK DR. DURHAM,NC 27703.7787
SANDRA ELIZABETH MURRAY, ROSEDALE CREEK D& DLIRHAM,NC 27703-7787
LUCTA EMELINE FOSTE& BURCH AVE, ApT 2, DURHAM,NC2770I-2872
MANT]EL JOSE IIERNANDEZ, DUKE UNIVERSITY EAST CAMPUS, DURHAM, NC 27708
DANA MARIE DORSETT, VILLAGE CROSSING D& CHAPEL HILL, NC 27517-756/
JONAH PARKER METZNER OR& ALEXAN D& ApT 204, DURHAI\4 NC 27707-5940
EVIE MARIE JESPERSEN, BTJRCH AVE, DURHAIVI, NC 27701-2818
CAROL LYNN STANLEY, CRAWFORDCT, DURHAM, NC 27703-9475
FLOYD BENJAMTN JR, GOLDEN BELT PKWY, DURHAM, NC 27703.8321
MARCUS DESHUN BENNING, CHAPEL HILL ST, DURHAM, NC 27701-3173
JEANINE KRTSTA BRANDI, SADDLEWOOD CT, DURHAM,NC 27713.9346

8. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in
ftis protest, and specifr rfrat each witness listed saw or knows.

John Posthill, 5513 Lumley Rd., Morrisville, NC 27560, 919-923-5990, early voting files from other states

9. What action do you desire the county board of elections to take in this matter?

The DURHAM County Board of Elections must invalidate all ballots for any office whatsoever deemed to be cast
by persons who voted in multiple states in violation of state law, as set forth in Sections 5 and 7, above.

10. Do you contend the allegations set orfr by you are sufficient to have affected or cast doubt upon the results of the
protested election? Ifyour answer is yes, please state the factual basis for your opinion.

Yes. The &scribed allegations clearly demonstrate ttat ballots cast by persons who voted in multiple states, for the
election held on November 8, 2016 in DURHAM County, are invalid under State law. The invalid ballots cast by
persons who have voted in multiple states in violation of state and federal law, must not be counted for any offrce
voted.

I I . Have you read and reviewed the North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out in G.S. 163- t 82.9
through G.S. 163-182.14 md cu"entNorft Carolina Stat€ Boad of Elections regulations pertaining to election
protests?

Yes.

12. How many pages of additional answer ar€ attached to ttris protest? 0
How many pages of attachments are attached? 0

Date/Time Filed with County Board

(to be filled out by the county board)
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  
This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 (b)(4).  
Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 
questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 
sheets and attachments.   
  
1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 
 
William Porter 
3 Sommerton Court 
Greensboro, NC  27408 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 
 
Home/Business phone: 336-314-9313 
Fax: N/A 
Email: clark.ito.gso@gmail.com 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   
       If a candidate, for what office? 
 
Registered voter 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 
number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 
 
November 8, 2016 General Election.  All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail. 
 
Upon review of early voting files from other states, it appears that nine (9) individuals cast ballots in both North 
Carolina and another state. Casting a ballot in more than one state is a clear violation of North Carolina and federal 
election laws. Therefore, these ballots were erroneously counted and tabulated by the GUILFORD County Board of 
Elections. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  
 
No. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above.  
State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who you allege 
committed such violations. 
 
 N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-82.1 
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NOTE: The county board must provide the State Board with a complete copy of a filed protest within one business 
day after it is filed. In addition, the county board shall provide a copy of the election audit with this copy of the 
protest. 
  
Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Elections, PO 
Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 27611-7255, (919) 733-7173. 
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ELECTION PROTEST 

Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  

This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 (b)(4).  

Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 

questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional 

sheets and attachments.   

  

1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 

 

John Rowerdink 

15 McMichael Drive 

Pinehurst, NC  28374 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 

 

Home/Business phone: 910-235-0644 

Fax: N/A 

Email: jrowerdink@aol.com 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   

       If a candidate, for what office? 

 

Registered voter 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the 

number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 

 

November 8, 2016 General Election.  All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail. 

 

Upon review of early voting files from other states, it appears that four (4) individuals cast ballots in both North 

Carolina and another state. Casting a ballot in more than one state is a clear violation of North Carolina and federal 

election laws. Therefore, these ballots were erroneously counted and tabulated by the MOORE County Board of 

Elections. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a 

detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  

 

No. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above.  

State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who you allege 

committed such violations. 

 

 N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-82.1 
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ELECTION PROTEST
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c)

 
This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 (b)(4). 
Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the
questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages of such additional
sheets and attachments. 
 
1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest.

 
Brent Heath, 113 Crest Drive, Mt. Olive, NC 28365
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address.

 
919-738-4339; brentheath@me.com
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?  
      If a candidate, for what office?

 
Registered voter
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and the
number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated.

 
November 8, 2016 General Election.  All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail.

 
Upon review of early voting files from other states, it appears that one (1) individual cast ballots in both North
Carolina and Georgia. Casting a ballot in more than one state is a clear violation of North Carolina and federal
election laws. Therefore, these ballots were erroneously counted and tabulated by the WAYNE County Board of
Elections.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give a
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.

 
No.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above. 
State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who you allege
committed such violations.

 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-82.1 378/651



 
In violation of the statutes provided for above, invalid ballots were cast by the following persons known to have
voted in multiple states:

 
ALBERT ARTIS SR, AIRPORT RD NE, PIKEVILLE, NC  27863-9458
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
8.  Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in
this protest, and specify what each witness listed saw or knows.

 
Brent Heath, 113 Crest Drive, Mt. Olive, NC 28365; 919-738-4339.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
9.  What action do you desire the county board of elections to take in this matter?

 
The WAYNE County Board of Elections must invalidate all ballots for any office whatsoever deemed to be cast by
persons who voted in multiple states in violation of state law, as set forth in Sections 5 and 7, above.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
10.  Do you contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient to have affected or cast doubt upon the results of the
protested election?  If your answer is yes, please state the factual basis for your opinion.

 
Yes. The described allegations clearly demonstrate that ballots cast by persons who voted in multiple states, for the
election held on November 8, 2016 in WAYNE County, are invalid under State law. The invalid ballots cast by
persons who have voted in multiple states in violation of state and federal law, must not be counted for any office
voted.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
11.  Have you read and reviewed the North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out in G.S. 163-182.9
through G.S. 163-182.14 and current North Carolina State Board of Elections regulations pertaining to election
protests?

 
Yes.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 
12.  How many pages of additional answer are attached to this protest? 0
      How many pages of attachments are attached? 0
 

____________________________
Signature of Protestor

 
Date/Time Filed with County Board
______________________________________
(to be filled out by the county board)
 
NOTE: The county board must provide the State Board with a complete copy of a filed protest within one business
day after it is filed. In addition, the county board shall provide a copy of the election audit with this copy of the
protest.
 
Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Elections, PO
Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 27611-7255, (919) 733-7173.
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

  
This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 
(b)(4).  Please print or type your answers.  Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully 
answer the questions below.  You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents.  Please number the pages 
of such additional sheets and attachments.   
  
1.  Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 
Marilyn R. Marks, 7035 Marching Duck Drive E504, Charlotte, NC 28210   
_________________________________________________________________________________________
___ 
 
2.  Home and business phone number, fax number, and e-mail address. 
Marilyn R. Marks 970 404 2225; 704 552 1618; call for fax. Marilyn@AspenOffice.com 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
____ 
 
3.  Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election?   
       If a candidate, for what office? 
Yes. Registered Voter, Mecklenburg County.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________
__ 
 
4.  List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested.  Name all candidates in the election and 
the number of votes each received.  Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 
11/8/16 General Election, Mecklenburg County 
All candidates and ballot measures on the Mecklenburg County ballot. See Mecklenburg 
County Board of Elections certified ballot content. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
____ 
 
5.  Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation?  If so, please explain in detail.  No. 
Issue involves potentially undetected errors in counts and tabulations.  
________________________________________________________________________________
____ 
 
6.  Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above?  If so, please give 
a detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action.  Yes. 
Violation of requirements of hand-to-eye sample count requirements as provided in statute. 
See Exhibit 1.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________
____ 
 
7.  Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 
above.  State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those 
who you allege committed such violations. 
Hand-to-eye sample counts as provided for by §163-182.1(b)(1) (currently effective) require 
“paper records” to be compared to electronically generated totals. The clear meaning of 
“paper records” as used in this and related statutes is the VVPAT record which the voter 
sees and may verify.  During the Mecklenburg sample count on Tuesday, November 15, 
election officials ignored the VVPAT records and created paper printouts (EL155) from 
electronic records that were not available for verification by the voter. The created paper 
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printouts were hand-tallied and compared to the electronic tally of the electronic version of 
the paper printouts. Such an exercise is almost meaningless and circumvents the language 
and the intent of the statute requiring sample counts.  
Board of Elections management, including Michael Dickerson and Kristin Mavromatis, 
instructed several staff members and at least 16 bi-partisan election judges who performed 
the work at the Freedom Drive location on November 15. I do not have names or telephone 
numbers of the election judges undertaking the work. (contact information --741 Kenilworth Ave. 
Ste 202, Charlotte, NC 28204, 704-336-2133, Mecklenburg.boe@ncsbe.gov.  
 

 
The voters of Mecklenburg County cannot have confidence in the results of the 

election, given the failure of the board to properly conduct a sample audit of the election.  
See Exhibit 1 for additional details. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8.  Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by 
you in this protest, and specify what each witness listed saw or knows.   I witnessed this violation of 
statute in the officials’ use of the EL155 printouts rather than the VVPAT records for the 
sample hand-to-eye audits. A BoE employee Michael (last name unknown) supervising bi-
partisan teams at the Freedom Drive location was present and explained the process to me. 
Another non-employee witness present was Alesha Brown, Southern Coalition for Social 
Justice, 1415 W NC Hwy 54, #101 Durham, NC 27707 (919-323-3380). Kristin Mavromatis has 
the names of the election workers supervising, and the bi-partisan team members conducting 
the tallies.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________
____ 
 
9.  What action do you desire the county board of elections to take in this matter? 
Board should immediately undertake compliant audit sampling using the VVPAT as the 
“paper records” to compare to the precinct and early voting location totals generated by the 
Unity server.  The County BoE should confer with the NCSBOE to determine whether the 
previously selected precincts should be tested, or whether the state board chooses to 
randomly select other precincts and early voting locations to test.  The State Board should 
consider factors such as the security and condition of the records, as well as the statistical 
level of assurance in making this determination.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________
____ 
 
10.  Do you contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient to have affected or cast doubt upon the results 
of the protested election?  If your answer is yes, please state the factual basis for your opinion.   Yes, the 
failure to properly test the electronic tallies of the DRE’s can certainly cast doubt upon the 
election.  There are credible reports of “vote flipping” in “early voting” in Mecklenburg 
County.  The method of sampling used would not detect the impact of “vote flipping.”  See 
Exhibit 1. Additionally, there were reported failures of the DRE PEB memory cards in 
precincts 5, 85, and 145 where EL155 data was reported used and the source record and has 
not been tested against the VVPAT record.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________
____ 
 
11.  Have you read and reviewed the North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out in G.S. 163-
182.9 through G.S. 163-182.14 and current North Carolina State Board of Elections regulations pertaining to 
election protests? Yes. 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________
____ 
 
12.  How many pages of additional answer are attached to this protest?  
       How many pages of attachments are attached?  
  

___________________________
_ 
Signature of Protestor 

  
Date/Time Filed with County Board 
______________________________________ 
(to be filled out by the county board) 
  
NOTE: The county board must provide the State Board with a complete copy of a filed protest within one 
business day after it is filed. In addition, the county board shall provide a copy of the election audit with this 
copy of the protest. 
  
Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Elections, 
PO Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 27611-7255, (919) 733-7173. 

(10 total pages)
(10 total pages) 
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Marilyn Marks 704 552 1618 Marilyn@AspenOffice.com 
 

Marks Election Protest                                                                              Exhibit 1 
Mecklenburg County 
11/8/16 General Election 
 
 
Summary of alleged violation of statutory provisions and intent of sample hand-
to-eye count 
 
The purpose of the statutorily mandated “hand-to-eye sample counts” is to gain 
confidence in the accuracy of the presidential race tabulation in one randomly-selected 
Election Day precinct and one Early Voting location as a proxy for the accuracy county’s 
election results. The process undertaken by the Mecklenburg BoE purposely 
circumvented the clear intent of the law by avoiding the use of the VVPAT (Voter 
Verified Paper Audit Trail) (Exhibit 2) document as the required “paper record” reference 
document for verification.   
 
The remedy for the violation and failure to use the VVPAT “paper record” as the record 
of reference in the sample is the for the Board to order the staff and election judges to 
perform the sample count using the VVPAT record as required by statute.  
 
§163-182 (1)(b)(1) requires a sample “hand-to-eye count of the paper ballots or paper 
records.”   It is clear from numerous references in the Election Code that “paper 
records” references the VVPAT records seen by the voter as he marks and cast his 
ballot. In fact, the relevant section effective beginning in 2018, after the discontinuance 
of DRE’s, removes the term “paper records” because DRE’s and VVPAT’s will no longer 
be in use. (Emphasis added in citations below.)  
 
 §163-165.7(a) stating requirements of current voting systems provides, “The State 
Board may certify additional voting systems only if they meet the requirements of the 
request for proposal process set forth in this section and only if they generate either a 
paper ballot or a paper record by which voters may verify their votes before casting 
them and which provides a backup means of counting the vote that the voter casts.” 
 
Subsections (4) and (5) further reinforce the statutory meaning of the “paper record” in a 
DRE, requiring that the “paper record” be viewable by the voter: 

 
4.With respect to electronic voting systems, that the voting system generate a 
paper record of each individual vote cast, which paper record shall be maintained 
in a secure fashion and shall serve as a backup record for purposes of any 
hand-to-eye count, hand-to-eye recount, or other audit. Electronic systems that 
employ optical scan technology to count paper ballots shall be deemed to satisfy 
this requirement.  

 
5. With respect to DRE voting systems, that the paper record generated by the 
system be viewable by the voter before the vote is cast electronically, and that 
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Marilyn Marks 704 552 1618 Marilyn@AspenOffice.com 
 

the system permit the voter to correct any discrepancy between the electronic 
vote and the paper record before the vote is cast. 

 
The process undertaken in Mecklenburg County (and possibly in other counties) 
violates the required use of the “paper record.”  Instead, the non-compliant process 
converts the electronic ballot images to a paper printout of those images (EL155, Exhibit 
3).  The voters do not see nor verify such data at the time of voting. The EL155 printout 
is hand-tallied in a wasteful exercise (mistakenly called a “hand-to-eye” count)  that 
merely proves that the electronic  EL155 compilation is mathematically correct in the 
results printout (EL30A, Exhibit 4).  
 
The Mecklenburg tally method is a laborious and wasteful process of little value that 
could have been accomplished in minutes by exporting the EL155 detail data into a 
worksheet and tabulating it. But even with such an automated exercise, one would have 
only proved that in one contest only, (the presidential race), the arithmetic addition for 
the flash memory card data was accurate. The statutory intent is to compare the 
tabulation of the voter verified ballot record to the electronic tabulation of the data in the 
electronic record.  Comparing a post-election created  “paper record” against the 
electronic tabulation of the electronic version misses the point, and fails to comply with 
the law.  
 
When I asked Kristin Mavromatis about the process of not auditing the electronic record 
against the VVPAT, she stated that either “paper record” (VVPAT or EL155) can be 
used at the officials’ option. She stated that reference to the VVPAT is too time 
consuming. The statutory language does not support this contention and method of 
hand-to-eye count.   
 
There can be little confidence in the tabulations based on the circumvention of the key 
required process of testing the voter verified record against the electronic record.  There 
can be no assurance that the VVPAT agrees with the EL155’s or the summarized 
EL155 electronic ballot images tallies without comparison back to the voter verified 
record (VVPAT). 
 
The practical need for the proper conduct of the hand-to-eye sample count is further 
evidenced by reports of DRE “vote-flipping.” Reviewing the VVPAT records should 
reveal anomalies in voter made corrections, or potential “flipped votes” where verified 
tape differs from the EL155 electronic record. 
(http://www.npr.org/2016/10/26/499450796/some-machines-are-flipping-votes-but-that-
doesnt-mean-theyre-rigged; http://time.com/4547594/vote-flipping-election-rigged/; ) 
 
The Board should immediately undertake the required sample hand-to-eye sample 
count of the VVPAT against the printout of the machine totals as rolled up to the 
precinct report. (EL30A Exhibit 3) The results of this test should be determined before 
the canvass can be finalized.  
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Exhibit  3--Marks 
 
EXAMPLE EL155 printout from 11/7/14 SC election. 
(“ballot image files” representing data stored on flash memory card from each DRE ballot input) 
 
E&l2a0o7c067F(s0p16.66h3b6T&a00L 
RUN DATE:11/07/14 01:14 PM                         PRECINCT    1 - Abbeville No. 1                          
ELECTION ID: 01110414 
 
VOTR.    B/I     CANDIDATES RECEIVING A VOTE 
 
5101642    2 *   12 Nikki R Haley                           Governor 
5101642    2     16 Henry McMaster                          Lieutenant Governor 
5101642    2     20 Mark Hammond                            Secretary of State 
5101642    2     23 Curtis Loftis                           State Treasurer 
5101642    2     27 Alan Wilson                             Attorney General 
5101642    2     31 Richard Eckstrom                        Comptroller General 
5101642    2     35 Molly Mitchell Spearman                 State Superintendent of Education 
5101642    2     39 Bob Livingston                          Adjutant General 
5101642    2     43 Hugh E Weathers                         Commissioner of Agriculture 
5101642    2     51 Lindsey Graham                          U S Senate 
5101642    2     55 Tim Scott                               U.S. Senate (Unexpire Term) 
5101642    2     60 Jeff Duncan                             CNG0003 U S House of Representatives Dis 
5101642    2     64 Craig A Gagnon                          HOUS011 State House of Representatives D 
5101642    2     67 Mark Sumner                             Probate Judge 
5101642    2     70 Sue Simpson                             Auditor 
5101642    2     73 Betty A Cowan                           County Treasurer 
5101642    2     88 Barney Gambrell                         Soil and Water District Commission 
5101642    2    106 Yes                                     Amendment 1 
5101642    2    110 No                                      Amendment 2 
5101642    5 *    5 Republican                              STRAIGHT PARTY 
5101642    5     12 Nikki R Haley                           Governor 
5101642    5     16 Henry McMaster                          Lieutenant Governor 
5101642    5     20 Mark Hammond                            Secretary of State 
5101642    5     23 Curtis Loftis                           State Treasurer 
5101642    5     27 Alan Wilson                             Attorney General 
5101642    5     31 Richard Eckstrom                        Comptroller General 
5101642    5     35 Molly Mitchell Spearman                 State Superintendent of Education 
5101642    5     39 Bob Livingston                          Adjutant General 
5101642    5     43 Hugh E Weathers                         Commissioner of Agriculture 
5101642    5     50 Brad Hutto                              U S Senate 
5101642    5     56 Jill Bossi                              U.S. Senate (Unexpire Term) 
5101642    5     60 Jeff Duncan                             CNG0003 U S House of Representatives Dis 
5101642    5     64 Craig A Gagnon                          HOUS011 State House of Representatives D 
5101642    5     88 Barney Gambrell                         Soil and Water District Commission 
5101642    5    107 No                                      Amendment 1 
5101642    5    109 Yes                                     Amendment 2 
5101642    7 *    2 Democratic                              STRAIGHT PARTY 
5101642    7     10 Vincent Sheheen                         Governor 
5101642    7     15 Bakari Sellers                          Lieutenant Governor 
5101642    7     19 Ginny Deerin                            Secretary of State 
5101642    7     26 Parnell Diggs                           Attorney General 
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5101642    7     30 Kyle Herbert                            Comptroller General 
5101642    7     34 Tom Thompson                            State Superintendent of Education 
5101642    7     49 Brad Hutto                              U S Senate 
5101642    7     54 Joyce Dickerson                         U.S. Senate (Unexpire Term) 
5101642    7     59 Barbara Jo Mullis                       CNG0003 U S House of Representatives Dis 
5101642    7     63 Tombo Hite                              HOUS011 State House of Representatives D 
5101642    7     67 Mark Sumner                             Probate Judge 
5101642    7     70 Sue Simpson                             Auditor 
5101642    7     73 Betty A Cowan                           County Treasurer 
5101642    7     80 James B Tisdale Jr                      SCH0003 School Board District 3 
5101642    7     89 Jim Irwin                               Soil and Water District Commission 
5101642    7     98 Bertha D Crawford                       CTY0004 City Council District 4 
5101642    7    106 Yes                                     Amendment 1 
5101642    7    109 Yes                                     Amendment 2 
5101642    4 *   12 Nikki R Haley                           Governor 
5101642    4     16 Henry McMaster                          Lieutenant Governor 
5101642    4     20 Mark Hammond                            Secretary of State 
5101642    4     23 Curtis Loftis                           State Treasurer 
5101642    4     27 Alan Wilson                             Attorney General 
5101642    4     31 Richard Eckstrom                        Comptroller General 
5101642    4     35 Molly Mitchell Spearman                 State Superintendent of Education 
5101642    4     39 Bob Livingston                          Adjutant General 
RUN DATE:11/07/14 01:14 PM                         PRECINCT    1 - Abbeville No. 1                          
ELECTION ID: 01110414 
 
VOTR.    B/I     CANDIDATES RECEIVING A VOTE 
 
5101642    4     43 Hugh E Weathers                         Commissioner of Agriculture 
5101642    4     51 Lindsey Graham                          U S Senate 
5101642    4     55 Tim Scott                               U.S. Senate (Unexpire Term) 
5101642    4     60 Jeff Duncan                             CNG0003 U S House of Representatives Dis 
5101642    4     63 Tombo Hite                              HOUS011 State House of Representatives D 
5101642    4     67 Mark Sumner                             Probate Judge 
5101642    4     70 Sue Simpson                             Auditor 
5101642    4     73 Betty A Cowan                           County Treasurer 
5101642    4     84 C Brad Evans                            SCH0006 School Board District 6 
5101642    4     88 Barney Gambrell                         Soil and Water District Commission 
5101642    4     89 Jim Irwin                               Soil and Water District Commission 
5101642    4    106 Yes                                     Amendment 1 
5101642    4    109 Yes                                     Amendment 2 
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 

This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes set out in G.S. 163-182.9 (b)(4). 
Please print or type your answers. Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 
questions below. You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents. Please number the pages of such additional 
sheets and attachments. 

I. Full name and mai I ing address of person f I ing the protest. 

Thomas Stark 
Stark Law Group 
60 I I Farrington Road, Suite 300 
Chapel Hill, NC 27S 17 

2. 
Business phone number: 919-490-SS50 
Fax number: 919-490-SSS I 
Email address:Thomas@starklawgroup.com 

3. Are you either a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election? 
If a candidate, for what office? 

Registered voter. 

4. List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested. Name all candidates in the election and the 
number of votes each received. Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 

Early voting and November 8, 2016, Durham County, General Election. 
Candidates: All candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election. See reports by Durham County Board 
of Elections and NC Board of Elections for further information. 

S. Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation? Ifso. please explain in detail. 

Yes. The Durham County Board of Elections has engaged in malfeasance with regard to ensuring the accuracy of 
the tabulation of early votes cast in certain early voting and Election Day voting locations. At five early voting sites 
open for a 17-day period prior to the election, to include the East Regional Library. North Regional Library, South 
Regional Library, Eno River Unitarian. and the Board of Elections. along with an Election Day voting location 
Precinct 29. tabulation data appears to have been dramatically corrupted in a manner that may affect the outcome of 
a number of election contests held on the above date. 

In these locations, the county relies on "M I 00" ballot machines to scan and save the results of each ballots cast. 
Each of the affected M 100 ballot machines read ballots and then saves data from those ballots on a memory card. as 
well as internal memory (DRAM) built into the system. These two sets of data are recorded at the same time. See 
Attachment at 17. Typically. memory card data from these M I 00 machines is then fed into a central "Unity" system 
that tabu lates the results from all precincts. However, at some point during the conduct of the election, these M 100 
machines suffered a critical error: the memory card holding the results of the balloting at each of these locations 
failed, and the Unity system could not read their contents. According to the M I 00 user manual, such an error may 
cause the system's own DRAM to be corrupt. See, e.g.. Attachment at 86. 

Rather than take a logical step to ensure an accurate unofficial tabulation. the Durham County Board of Elections 
took the wholly unreasonable step of relying on the potentially-corrupted DRAM built into these otherwise 
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corrupted systems to produce a printed tape log of the results, and then manually transcribed each number recorded 
onto the system's DRAM into the Unity system. To make matters worse. it was a handful of hard-working yet 
exhausted Election Officials, some of whom were well into literally the 20th hour of their long Election Day jobs. 
This event took place at approximately 12:00am on Wednesday. November 9 when the polls had opened at 6:30am 
on Tuesday, November 8. This exhausted group of people manually entered hundreds of numbers into a computer 
whose results we are now relying on for the results of Durham County's General Election, in one of the closest 
elections in the history of North Carolina. 

6. Does this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above? If so, please give a 
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action. 

No. 

7. Please set out all election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above. 
State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who you allege 
committed such violations. 

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-182.2(b )(2) (Requiring that accurate unofficial reporting of the results be provided from the 
precinct to the county board of elections on the night of the election). 

Durham County Board of Elections website statement that it intends to: "Design and maintain open, honest, and 
accurate vote counting and reporting systems." 

Simply stated, no citizen ofthe County or State can reasonably have confidence in the tabulation of the unofficial 
election night results based on the method used to tabulate ballots as used by the Durham County Board of 
Elections. Michael Perry, Director of the Durham County Board of Elections, violated the provisions described. He 
can be reached at 20 I North Roxboro Street, Raleigh, NC. 919-560-0700, elections@dconc.gov. 

8. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in 
this protest, and specify what each witness listed saw or knows. 

Witnesses to any misconduct, whether deliberate or inadvertent. may include all election day judges on site for the 
eighty-six days involved in the early voting and on the November 8, 2016 election day. and. specifically, involving 
the judges who ran the audit tapes for the six machines. Witnesses may also include any and all observers on site on 
election day or on the preceding early voting days, and may include any and all voters on site on election day or any 
and all voters participating in the early voting process .. 
Witnesses John Posthill was present at one machine at the board and witnessed the input of data into the Unity 
system, though he may not have been close enough to actually see the tapes. H is contact is: 919-923-5990 and 
12~t.b._i II f'<UllU \' (iii LilllO () "f,Q!1l 

9. What action do you desire the county board of elections to take in this matter? 

The Durham County Board of Elections should not rely on the bleary eyes and tired hands of well-meaning Election 
Officials. Rather, it should take the obvious and necessary step of taking the paper ballots that were originally fed 
into the M 100 machines with the corrupted data systems, and manually hand-count those ballots prior to any formal 
audit or canvass. These ballots have never been properly tabulated on any system free of corrupt data, and neither 
the Durham County Board nor the citizens of the County or the State of North Carolina can have any reasonable 
degree of confidence in the unofficial election results produced by the process undertaken to date. 

398/651



10. Do you contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient to have affected or cast doubt upon the results of the 
protested election? If your answer is yes, please state the factual basis for your opinion. 

Yes. Approximately 90,000 ballots were tabulated using this wholly unreliable method. We have no way of knowing 
if the M 100 machines' tape accurately reflected the votes cast, nor do we know if the individuals charged with 
manually inputting data from these machines accurately entered it the Unity system. Not only is the number of 
affected ballots larger than the margin in most of the Durham County elections, the North Carolina governor's race 
is currently within less than S,OOO votes. An accurate vote tally is therefore critically important and properly 
tabulating these ballots is necessary to achieve that outcome. 

I I. Have you read and reviewed the North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out in G .S. 163-182.9 
through G.S. 163-182.14 and current North Carolina State Board of Elections regulations pertaining to election 
protests? 

Yes. 

12. How many pages ofadditionai answer are attached to this protest? None 
How many pages of attachments are attached? 138 

Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Elections, PO 
Box 272SS, Raleigh, NC 27611-72SS, (919) 733-7173. 
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Our Mission 
Our Mission is to support democracy worldwide by providing proven, accurate, 

and innovative election systems and services to voters and election officials. 

Our Vision 
Our Vision is to continuously improve and grow our integrated total election 

solutions that provide "Better Elections Every Day.” We will accomplish this 

vision with an uncompromising commitment to customer satisfaction and integrity 

within the election process. 

Who We Are 
ES&S is a company of dedicated people building integrated systems and 

developing solutions for the election official’s total management needs: 

• Election and voter registration management software 

• Ballot counting and tabulation hardware 

• Election information management software 

© 2005 by Election Systems & Software, 11208 John Galt Blvd., Omaha, NE 68137-2364. 

All rights reserved. Printed in the USA 

Revisions for version 5.2: ES&S, Omaha, NE 

This manual, as well as the software described in it, is furnished under license and may be used 

or copied only in accordance with the terms of such license. The content of this manual is 

furnished for informational use only, is subject to change without notice, and should not be 

construed as a commitment by Election Systems & Software, Inc. Election Systems & 

Software, Inc., assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors or inaccuracies that may 

appear in this documentation. Except as permitted by such license, no part of this publication 

may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, 

electronic, mechanical, recording, or otherwise, without the prior written permission of Election 

Systems & Software, Inc. 
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The Model 100 is a trademark of Election Systems & Software. Windows and Windows 95 are 

trademarks of the Microsoft Corporation. All other products mentioned are the sole property 

of their respective manufacturers. 

Election Systems & Software does not extend any warranties by this document. All 

product information and material disclosure contained in this document is furnished 

subject to the terms and conditions of a purchase or lease agreement. The only 

warranties made by Election Systems & Software are contained in such agreements. 

Users should ensure that the use of this equipment complies with all legal or other 

obligations of their governmental jurisdictions. 

FCC Compliance: 

This device complies with Part 15 of the FCC Rules. Operation is subject to the following two 

conditions: (1) This device may not cause harmful interference, and (2) this device must accept any 

interference received, including interference that may cause undesired operation. 

This equipment has been tested and found to comply with the limits for a Class B digital device, 

pursuant to part 15 of the FCC rules. These limits are designed to provide reasonable protection against 

harmful interference in a residential installation. This equipment generates, uses and can radiate radio 

frequency energy and, if not installed and used in accordance with the instructions, may cause harmful 

interference to radio communications. However, there is no guarantee that interference will not occur in a 

particular installation. If this equipment does cause harmful interference to radio or television reception, 

which can be determined by turning the equipment off and on, the user is encouraged to try to correct the 

interference by one or more of the following measures: 

• Reorient or relocate the receiving antenna. 

• Increase the separation between the equipment and receiver. 

• Connect the equipment into an outlet on a circuit different from that to which the receiver 

is connected. 

• Consult the dealer or an experienced radio/TV technician for help. 

The Model 100 Operator’s Manual version 5.2 contains all of the information necessary 

to use any firmware version of the Model 100 5.2.X.X. Any changes to the tabulator’s 
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firmware version number beyond one decimal place represents changes to that do not 

affect usability or system operation. 

Model 100 is a registered trademark of Election Systems & Software Inc. 

Disclaimer 
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Chapter 1: Introduction 
The Model 100 precinct ballot scanner is part of a jurisdiction-wide election 

tabulating system. Each scanner can process ballots for up to 10 precincts. 

Voters make selections and then insert their ballots directly into the Model 100 at 

the polling place. The scanner tabulates votes and sorts a ballot as soon as a voter 

inserts it and then feeds the ballot into the attached ballot storage bin. 

Election laws and procedures vary from state to state. Use the procedures in this 

manual combined with the election policies and guidelines for your jurisdictions to 

develop a comprehensive election strategy. 

The Model 100 Operator’s Manual contains the following sections: 

• Understanding Warning Symbols: This section defines all of the warning 

symbols used in this manual used to indicate possible hazards when using the 

Model 100 scanner. 
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• Understanding the Counter: This section contains descriptions of ballot 

scanner functions, including diagrams and descriptions of the individual parts of 

the Model 100 and the control panel. 

• Performing Pre-Election Day Tasks: This section contains a list of all 

necessary election supplies as well as instructions for assembling the ballot box 

and counter, preparing the counter for operation and testing the loading election 

definition. 

• Performing Election Day Tasks: This section contains instructions for 

opening the polls, closing the polls and printing reports. 

• Performing Post-Election Day Tasks: This section describes post-election 

tasks including shutting down and disassembling the counter. 

• Appendix A: Maintaining the Counter: This section contains procedures for 

routine and preventative maintenance for the Model 100. 

• Appendix B: Understanding the Reports: Appendix B contains descriptions 

and samples of each report generated by the Model 100. 

• Appendix C: Understanding System Messages: Appendix C contains 

descriptions of all system messages and instructions for correcting errors. 

• Appendix D: Understanding System Menus: Appendix D contains 

descriptions of Model 100 system menus. 

• Appendix E: Troubleshooting: Appendix E contains troubleshooting tips for 

poll workers. 

2 

Contacting ES&S for Technical Support 
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The Model 100 Operator’s Manual contains comprehensive instructions for using 

the tabulator and descriptions of all scanner functions. If you require additional 

assistance or encounter a processing problem or system error, contact the ES&S 

technical support staff for advice or assistance. 

Stay close to your scanner when you contact ES&S for support. Also, be prepared 

to provide the following information to the ES&S support representative: 

• The model number of your tabulator. 

• The version number of the firmware installed on the tabulator. 

• The exact wording of any messages displayed by the scanner. 

• A description of what happened to cause the problem. 

Support representatives normally answer calls between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

CST but ES&S extends support hours during election periods. 

To contact an ES&S support representative: 

Telephone: 877-377-8683 (USA & Canada) or 

402-593-0101 (International) 

Fax: 402-593-8107 

Write: Election Systems & Software 

11208 John Galt Blvd. 

Omaha, NE 68137 USA 

ES&S support services are subject to the prices, terms, and conditions in place at 

the time the service is used. 

3 

Chapter 2: Understanding Warning 
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Symbols 
The following symbols appear in the Model 100 Operator’s Manual next to the 

descriptions for any procedure that, if improperly executed, could cause harm to the 

operator or damage to the scanner. Read all of the warnings in this manual and use 

extra caution when you carry out any task that may pose a physical danger to 

yourself or the Model 100 tabulator. 

Electrical Shock Danger: This symbol appears next to procedures 

that expose the operator to a risk of electric shock. Any operation 

that requires opening the Model 100 enclosure exposes users to 

dangerous high voltages. To reduce the risk of fire or shock, do not 

attempt to open the Model 100 enclosure unless you receive proper 

training from an ES&S technician. 

User Caution: The user caution symbol appears next to procedures 

that could cause damage to the scanner or injury to the operator if 

improperly executed. Carefully read all warnings and proceed with 

caution if you choose to carry out these tasks. 

Important Safety Instructions 
Important: Read and follow the safety recommendations in this 

section of the Model 100 Operator’s Manual to maintain proper 

safety measures when operating the scanner. 

Read the Operator’s Manual 
Carefully read the operator’s manual before you attempt to operate the scanner. 
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Carefully follow all instructions and read all warnings contained in the Model 100 

Operator’s Manual. 

Power Sources 
Only use the type of power source indicated on the ID label of your Model 100 to 

power the tabulator. Make sure that you install the tabulator in compliance with all 

applicable sections of the National Electric Code. Consult your local building code 

before you install any ballot-scanning equipment. 

4 

Ventilation 
The case of the Model 100 scanner contains slots and openings that provide the 

ventilation for the unit. To prevent the Model 100 from overheating, do not block or 

cover any of the scanner’s openings during operation. Do not operate the Model 

100 in an enclosed housing unless ES&S approves the container. Use only the 

integrated ballot box supplied by ES&S as a ballot container for the Model 100. 

Water and Moisture 
Caution: Do not place containers with liquids such as coffee, water 

or soda on or near a Model 100 terminal. Do not operate the scanner 

in an excessively wet environment. Store the Model 100 in a cool dry 

place. 

Cleaning 
Follow instructions in the “Cleaning the Scanner” section of Appendix A to properly 

maintain the Model 100. Use only the cleaning solutions approved and specified by 
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ES&S to clean the tabulator. 

Heating 
Do not install the Model 100 near heat sources such as radiators, air ducts, areas 

subject to direct sunlight or other products that produce excessive heat. 

Power Cord Protection 
After you plug the scanner into an approved outlet, route or install the power cord 

for the Model 100 in such a manner to protect it from being walked over or 

pinched. Turn the scanner key to the off position before connecting or disconnecting 

the power cord. Remove the power cord before you move the unit. Only plug the 

power cord in to an easily accessible unobstructed wall socket. 

Servicing 
Do not attempt to service the scanner unless specifically instructed to do so by 

ES&S. Do not attempt to open the scanner case or perform internal maintenance 

unless you receive proper training from ES&S. 
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Damage Requiring Service 
Some situations require an ES&S technician to resolve. Unplug the Model 100 and 

call ES&S to schedule service with a technician for the following conditions. Do not 

attempt to repair the scanner without first contacting ES&S. 

• When the power cord is damaged 

• If liquid is spilled into the scanner casing 

• If the product is physically damaged in any way 
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• When the scanner displays a negative change in performance 

Additionally, you should seek assistance from ES&S if the scanner does not 

function according to the descriptions in the operator’s manual. Unless you receive 

specialized training from ES&S, do not attempt to adjust advanced settings that are 

not described in the Model 100 Operator’s Manual. Improper adjustment of 

advanced controls may result in damage to the scanner and often require service by 

an ES&S technician to restore the scanner. 

Battery Replacement Warning 
Caution: Improperly replacing the terminal battery exposes the 

operator to a risk of explosion. Only qualified ES&S technicians should 

replace Model 100 scanner batteries. 

6 
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Chapter 3: Understanding the Counter 
Use the diagrams and descriptions in this chapter to familiarize yourself with Model 

100 scanner components and functions. Always scan a ballot test deck before your 

election to test the scanner for accuracy and to correct any functional errors before 

you count official ballots. 

For a list of recommended polling place supplies and instructions for assembling and 

testing the Model 100, see Chapter 4, “Performing Pre-Election Day Tasks.” 

The Scanner 
The Model 100 scanner reads marks on both one and two-sided ballots. 
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Administrators can request custom ballot acceptance criteria, which ES&S 

programs onto the scanner’s election definition PC Card. For example, if a 

jurisdiction prohibits counting blank ballots, ES&S election coders can program the 

Model 100 sort blank ballots out of the general ballot count until jurisdiction officials 

can review the ballots. With each acceptable ballot counted, the Model 100 

increases the running vote totals for each race included on the election definition. 

A standard 120-volt AC power cord supplies electricity to the scanner. If a power 

outage occurs, the Model 100 contains an internal back-up battery that can run the 

scanner for one to three hours, depending on scanner activity. The tabulator stores 

accumulated totals to internal scanner memory (DRAM) and to a removable PC 

Card. 

Key 

Printer 

Paper 

Thermal 

Printer 

Display Screen 

(LCD) 

Menu Control 

Buttons 

Ballot 

Entry Slot 

Parallel/Serial 

Port PC Card Slot Access Panel 
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The Model 100 can generate reports and store election results in the following 

formats: 

• Paper reports produced from the scanner’s internal, thermal printer or by an 

external printer connected to the scanner. 

• A removable PC Card that you can use to transfer scanner results to Election 

Reporting Manager after the polls close. 

• Data transferred by modem directly from the scanner to a PC running Election 

Reporting Manager. 

The Ballot Box 
Model 100 ballot boxes store ballots and house the scanner at the polling place. 

ES&S supplies one of two styles of ballot box (metal or nested) with each Model 

100 scanner. The Model 100 feeds scanned ballots directly into the ballot box, 

which sorts the ballots according to criteria programmed in the election definition 

with an internal diverter. The ballot box also has a compartment that poll workers 

can use to temporarily store uncounted or contested ballots in the event of a power 

failure or scanner error. 
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Metal Ballot Box Nested Ballot Box 
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The PC Card 
The Model 100 uses PC Cards to store the scanner’s election definition, audit log 

and other election-specific information. Data on the PC Card exists in one 

sequential block, which is updated each time the Model 100 scans a ballot. Use PC 

Cards with a memory capacity of 256KB (kilobytes) or 512KB. 

Scanner Controls 
The four external buttons below the Model 100 LCD message screen control all 

scanner functions. Push the button below a menu option on the display screen to 

navigate Model 100 system menus. 

The Menu Display 
The Model 100 display screen contains four message areas. The top-center line of 

text on the screen identifies the current menu. The message in the top left corner 

identifies the status of the scanner. For example, “S-MODE” indicates that the 

operator has turned the scanner control key to the OPEN/CLOSE POLL position 

and the Model 100 is in supervisor mode. The message on the top right of the 

screen displays the scanner’s battery status. The message “NO-AC” indicates that 

the scanner is using battery power. The lower line of text identifies available menu 

options. Press the button below a command to select a menu option. 

Menu Option 

Control Buttons 

Supervisory 
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Current Title 

Menu Type of Power 

Source 
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Operators access most menu options through a series of sequential steps, while 

other options are only available while the scanner key is in the OPEN/CLOSE 

POLL position. The far right control button usually functions as a “Previous Menu” 

key that navigates backwards through Model 100 menus. For a detailed list of 

menu commands and functions, see Appendix D, “Understanding System Menus.” 

Understanding the Three Operating 
Modes 
The Model 100 operates in three separate modes. Operators open the scanner in 

diagnostic mode to calibrate and test the scanner. In polls open mode, the Model 

100 actively scans ballots and tabulates results, and, in polls closed mode, the 

scanner prints poll reports and transfers election results. 

Diagnostic Testing Mode 
Open the scanner in diagnostic testing mode to load system firmware, calibrate the 

scanner and test your election definition. 

Election officials should load system programs and test Model 100 election 

definitions before delivering scanners to polling places. Complete the following tasks 

to prepare a scanner for an election: 

1. Load the election definition into the scanner. For more information, see 
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“Loading the Election Definition” in Chapter 4. 

2. Test the election definition and the scanner to ensure accuracy. For more 

information on testing the scanner, see Chapter 4, “Preparing the Counter.” 

3. If necessary, lock out system functions after testing the scanner. For more 

information about locking down the system, see Chapter 4, “Preparing the 

Counter.” 

Note: Locking out system functions keeps protects the Model 100 from 

tampering but still allows access to election testing functions. 

Polls Open Mode 
Open the polls to begin regular Election Day functions such as scanning ballots and 

tabulating vote totals. 
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Poll workers should monitor the scanner during an election, but the Model 100 

requires minimal operator involvement during voting. The operator’s main 

responsibility during voting is responding to system messages. 

Polls Closed Mode 
Close the polls at the assigned time to print reports or transfer scanner totals to 

election headquarters. Available Model 100 reports include Status Reports, Poll 

Reports, Precinct Reports, Certification Reports and the Audit Log report. After 

the polls close, operators can also transfer results to a central site using the 

scanner’s modem. 

Understanding the Election Definition 
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Election coders program a custom election definition onto a PC Card for each 

Model 100 used in your jurisdiction. An election definition contains all of the 

candidates, contests and ballot variations that the scanner will process at the polling 

place. The election definition also contains customizable program options that 

control how the tabulator operates and reports results. Customizable options 

include (but are not limited to): 

• Automatic results transfer by modem 

• Ability to re-open the polls 

• Grouping of undervotes and overvotes on reports 

• Automatic certification report printing when polls are closed 

• Automatic results report printing when polls are closed 

• Rejection, acceptance or query the voter when a scanner detects an overvoted, 

cross-voted or blank ballot 
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Chapter 4: Performing Pre-Election 

Day Tasks 
Use the equipment list and the procedures included in this chapter to prepare your 

Model 100 scanner for a live election. Always perform routine maintenance on your 

voting equipment and test your ballot scanners before you open the polls on 

Election Day. 

For instructions for opening and closing the polls, operating the scanner during an 
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election and printing or transferring results, see Chapter 5, “Election Day Tasks.” 

Recommended Supplies 
ES&S recommends maintaining a supply of the following items for each Model 100 

used in your jurisdiction. All of the listed items are available for order from ES&S. 

Contact ES&S customer service at (800) 247-8683 with any questions or orders. 

Allow four weeks for delivery. 

• Paper Spools: The printer uses NRC 2.25” by 165’ thermal paper rolls. The 

NCR part number is 856704. Recommended Quantity: 1full roll per 

scanner 

• PC Cards: Battery backed PC cards that store the scanner’s election definition 

and ballot count. The standard memory capacity for Model 100 PC Cards is 

256k but larger sizes are available. Recommended Quantity: 1 per scanner 

• Marking Devices: ES&S recommends and supplies the Bic Round Stic 

(Black) medium point pen for voters to mark ballots. The Bic pen is the only 

marking device approved by ES&S for the use with the Model 100. 

• Pressurized air cans: Use pressurized air to clean the scanner. 

Recommended Quantity: 2 cans per scanner 

• Cleaning pad and isopropyl rubbing alcohol: Use isopropyl alcohol to clean 

the scanner rollers. If you order the cleanser from ES&S, the part identifier is 

ES-Cleaner. To clean the scanner rollers, pour the cleanser into a spray bottle 

and dampen the cleaning pad. Never spray cleanser directly on the scanner. 

Recommended Quantity: 1 bottle per scanner 
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Recommended Modem Types 
Equip your Model 100 scanners with modems if your jurisdiction transfers precinct 

results to election headquarters over a network connection. ES&S tested and 

approved the following modems for use with Model 100 precinct scanners: 

• PCMCIA Modem: MEGAHERTZ, XJ4336-CC4336, V.34+ 

Data/Fax/Cell/VOX 

• PCMCIA Modem: 3COM, 3CXM/3CCM556, MEGAHERTZ Cell 

Telephony Modem, Data/Fax/Cell 56 Kbps 

• PCMCIA Modem: USROBOTICS, XJ/CC5560, MEGAHERTZ Modem, 

Data/Fax/Cell 56 Kbps 

• PCMCIA Modem: 3COM, MEGAHERTZ, 3CXM756 / 3CCM756, 

Data/Fax/Cell Serial Port Modem 

• External Modem: Hayes compatible external modem 

• Cellular Digital Packet Data (CDPD): Internal Novatel Model NRM 682 

(n 

• External PCS Phones: Samsung PCS3500, Motorola PCS7876, QualComm 

PCS 2760, Sony SPC 4000 

Note: If your jurisdiction transfers results via for TCP/IP wireless transmission, 

use one of the PCS phones in the previous list. 

Note: CDPD wireless modem functionality is not supported for the Unity 2.5 

voting system. 

Assembling the Ballot Box 

423/651



ES&S delivers each Model 100 scanner with either a nested ballot box (made of 

hard plastic) or a metal box. The metal ballot box does not require assembly. If 

your jurisdiction uses metal boxes, skip to the “Mounting the Scanner” section of 

this chapter. Use the instructions in the following sections to prepare ballot boxes at 

your polling places if your jurisdiction uses nested ballot boxes. 
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Assembling the Nested Ballot Box 
ES&S delivers the nested ballot box and scanner in two containers. A carrying case 

that holds the scanner and power cord and a cube that assembles into the ballot 

box. Keys for the scanner and ballot box accompany the equipment. Completely 

assemble the ballot box before you mount the scanner. 

Note: Although the ballot box can be assembled by only one person, ES&S 

recommends a second poll worker assist with separating the top half of the box 

from the bottom half and with attaching the two halves during assembly. 

To assemble the nested box 

1. Unlock the cover of the ballot box with the key provided (one key fits the lock 

for all nested boxes). 

2. Lift the box cover straight up and off the box and then set the cover aside. 

Lock 

Cover 

Divider 
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3. Remove the divider, which looks like a flat piece of plastic with a cutout handle, 
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from inside the box and set the divider aside. 

4. Swing the two handles up from inside the ballot box. Pull up on the handles until 

the top section of the box separates from the bottom section and then set the 

top section to the side. 

Top Section 

Handles 
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5. Align the edges of the divider with the vertical grooves inside the bottom section 

of the box. Insert the divider until it locks into the tab at the bottom of the box. 

6. Flip the top section of the box upside down so that the swinging handles hang 

down. Position the top section of the box over the bottom section. Make sure 

that the indentations on the front of both boxes face the same direction. 

Rim 

Indentations 
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7. Lower the top section of the box until it fits inside the bottom. The handles on 

the top section should fit snugly inside of the bottom section. Use your ballot 

box key to lock the two locks on the front and the back of the box. 

8. Slide the latch on the top section of the ballot box through the hole in the side of 

the bottom section. 

Attaching the Model 100 to the Ballot Box 
The metal box and nested box are equipped with different types of scanner access 

doors. Other than the access door, the process for mounting the scanner to either 

ballot box is the same. 
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To set up the power cord 

1. Before you mount your scanner to the top of a ballot box, inspect the power 

cord for damage. 

Important: If the cord appears damaged, discard it and contact 

ES&S for a new cord. 

2. Insert the female end of the cord through the opening on the outer left side of 

the ballot box. 

3. Thread the cord through the outside opening on the back of the box until the 

cord appears on the inside of the opening at the top recessed area. 

4. Pull the cord through the opening until it extends a few inches into the recessed 

area of the ballot box. Then, remove the scanner from the carrying case. 

Cord 

19 

5. Place the scanner about one-third of the way into the recessed area and slide it 

onto the mounting rails until it sits about four or five inches from the back of the 

recessed area. 

Warning: Only plug the Model 100 scanner into a grounded, threepronged 

electrical outlet. Plug only one scanner into each available 

outlet. ES&S recommends does not recommend using an extension 

cord. 

6. Plug the female end of the power cord into the Power Entry Module on the 

back of the scanner and then plug the male end of the cord into a wall outlet. 

Arrange your voting equipment to make sure that no one trips on the cord or 
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accidentally unplugs the scanner on Election Day. 

Note: The message, “NO-AC,” appears on the scanner’s display screen if the 

scanner is not receiving power through the power cord. Check your 

connections and the wall outlet if this message appears on your scanner’s 

display screen. 

Mounting 

Rails 

Rear 

Handle 

Power Entry Paper Path 

Module 
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To attach the scanner to the ballot box 

1. Slide the scanner against the back of the ballot box. Make sure the diverter 

connector at the back of the scanner locks into the slot on the ballot box. 

2. Insert the scanner key into the control panel turn it to OPEN/CLOSE POLL 

position to start the Model 100 and generate an Initial State Report. 

3. Slide the door on the front of the ballot box up until it covers the front of the 

scanner. 

Note: The front access door on the nested ballot box slides up and down, 

while the door on the metal box is a hinged panel. Both doors lock to limit 

access to the scanner’s PC Card. 

Metal Ballot Box Nested Ballot Box 

4. If you use a nested ballot box, align the bottom arrow on the door with the 
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center of the lock and lock the door into place. 

OR 

If you use a metal ballot box, align the hole in the access door with the bracket 

on the box and lock the hinged panel into place. Test the door to make sure the 

lock properly engages. 

Swing Hinged 

Door Downward 

Hinged 

Door Lock 

and Key 

Pull Door 

Upward 

Arrows 

Door Lock 

and Key 
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Preparing the Counter 
After you mount the scanner to the ballot box, there are a number of tasks that you 

must complete before you open the polls. Because the proper operation of the 

counter depends on performing the following tasks, it is important to carefully 

review this section before every election. 

Charging the Battery 
The Model 100 uses a backup battery to ensure that scanner operations continue 
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without interruption during a power failure. Plug the scanner in and turn the power 

on for twelve hours to fully charge the battery. If you charge multiple Model 100 

precinct counters, do not connect more than 40 scanners per 15-amp circuit. 

To check the battery charge 

1. Turn the scanner key to the OPEN/CLOSE POLL position to power up the 

scanner and open the DIAGNOSTIC-TEST menu. Select DIAGS to open 

the DIAGS menu and select MORE DIAGS. 

2. From the MORE DIAGS menu, select BATTERY STATUS to check your 

scanner’s battery charge. For more information on the battery, see Appendix A, 

“Maintaining the Counter. 

Loading the Election Definition 
Model 100 precinct tabulators use election definitions programmed on PC Cards to 

recognize ballot marks and tabulate results. Make sure the scanner key is in the 

OFF position when you load an Election Definition. 

To load an election definition 

1. Lift the access door on the front left of the scanner to access the Model 100 PC 

Card slots. Insert the card programmed with your election definition into either 

card slot. 

2. Turn the key to the OPEN/CLOSE POLL position to start the scanner. The 

Model 100 automatically loads the election definition and prints an initial state 

report. The “S-MODE” prompt should appear in the upper left corner of the 

Model 100 display screen. 

Note: An arrow on the PC Card label shows which end of the card you should 
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insert into the scanner. After the card is inserted, the eject button to the right of 

the card slot sticks out. Install the card in either the top or the bottom slot. If 
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one slot does not accept the card, try the other. Do not force the card into a 

slot. 

Checking the Election Definition for Accuracy 
The Model 100 automatically generates an Initial State report when you start the 

scanner. Check the report for the following information: 

• System Values: Make sure the date and the time appear correctly on the 

report. If the information is not correct, change date and time from the 

DIAGNOSTIC-TEST menu. For more information about changing the date 

and time settings for the scanner, see “Changing the Date and Time” in this 

chapter. 

• Election Information: Make sure that the jurisdiction name, polling place, and 

the number of precincts listed on the report are correct. 

The Diagnostic-Test Menu 
After you insert an election definition and start the scanner, the message, 

“ELECTION CARD INSERTED, OPEN POLLS NOW?” appears on the display 

screen. Press the first and third buttons on the control panel to access the scanner’s 

diagnostic test options. 

Access the following the following menus from the DIAGNOSTIC-TEST menu: 

Press both buttons at 

once to select the 
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Diagnostic -Test menu 
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• DIAGS: Select DIAGS to open the DIAGNOSTIC menu. Select MORE 

DIAGS to access the BATTERY STATUS option and check the charge for 

the backup batter. Only ES&S technicians should select the MOTOR 

CONTROL, BALLOT DIAGS and SYSTEM REPORTS commands. 

• SYSTEM SETTINGS: Access the SYSTEM SETTINGS and select 

THRHLDS to perform system tests such as the multi-sheet test (see 

“Checking the Multi-sheet Sensor” in this chapter). Select DATE TIME to 

change the scanners date and time settings (see “Changing the Date and Time” 

in this chapter). Only ES&S technicians should select CALIBRATE DACS. 

• ELECTION TEST: Select the ELECTION TEST menu to test your scanner 

and election definition. For more information about testing your scanner, see 

“Testing the Election Definition” in this chapter 

Note: The Model 100 does not allow you to open the scanner for voting unless 

you install a PC Card programmed with an election definition. If you start the 

Model 100, without installing a PC card first, only the diagnostics menu will be 

accessible. For a description of the menu options available without an election 

definition, see “Appendix D: Understanding System Menus.” 

Changing Date and Time Settings 
Daylight savings or a power failure can throw off Model 100 date and time settings. 

Use the DATE/TIME option from the SYSTEM SETTINGS menu to reset the 

scanner’s date and time settings. 
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To change the date and time 

1. Access the SYSTEM SETTINGS menu from the DIAGNOSTIC-TEST 

menu and select DATE TIME. 

2. Select SET DATE or SET TIME, depending on which setting you want to 

change. 

3. In either mode, press SELECT to scroll through number positions and then 

select PLUS or MINUS to increase or decrease the values. 

Note: The SET ZONE option is the time zone setting based on Greenwich 

Mean Time. The DAYLIGHT SAVINGS option sets the date that the internal 

clock automatically changes for daylight savings. ES&S sets the TIME ZONE 

and DAYLIGHT SAVINGS options before shipping the scanner, and you 

should not adjust them. 

4. After you correct the scanner’s date and time settings, select PREVIOUS 

MENU twice to return to the DIAGNOSTIC-TEST menu. The message, 

“LOCK OUT SYSTEM SETTINGS?” appears. 
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5. Select YES to remove the SYSTEM SETTINGS option from the 

DIAGNOSTIC-TEST menu. If you lock out the scanner’s system settings, the 

option will not be available unless you install new election definition PC Card 

into the scanner. Select NO to retain access to the scanner’s system settings. 

Testing the Multi-Sheet Sensor 
The Model 100’s multi-sheet sensor prevents multiple ballots from passing through 

the scanner’s read area at the same time. Test the multi-sheet sensor before Election 
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Day to make sure that your scanner does not accept multiple ballots. 

To test the multi-sheet sensor 

1. From the SYSTEM SETTINGS menu, select THRHLDS to access the 

THRESHOLDS menu. 

2. Select MULTI SHEET to open the MULTI SHEET DETECTION menu. 

3. Place one test ballot on top of another and push the stacked ballots halfway into 

the ballot entry slot. The message, “DETECT TRUE,” appears if the scanner 

recognizes the presence of more than one ballot in the read area. The message, 

“FALSE,” appears if the scanner fails to detect multiple ballots. 

4. If the multi-sheet sensor functions properly, press PREVIOUS to return to the 

THRESHOLDS menu. From the THRESHOLDS menu, press PREVIOUS 

MENU to return to the SYSTEM SETTINGS menu. 

Note: If your scanner fails to detect multiple ballots, try the test again. Make 

sure that you feed the ballots at least halfway into the read area. If the sensor 

fails repeatedly, contact ES&S customer service for assistance. 

Connecting an External Printer 
You can connect an external printer to the Model 100 in order to print scanner 

reports on 8.5 x 11-inch paper. The scanner automatically sets the external printer 

as the default report destination once you attach a printer to your Model 100. 

To connect an external printer, plug the printer cable into the parallel printer port 

located behind the right, front door of the scanner. 
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Connecting an External Modem 
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If your Model 100 is not equipped with an internal modem, connect an external 

modem to the scanner to transfer results directly from your polling place to election 

headquarters. 

To connect an external modem 

1. Connect the serial cable for your modem to the external communications port 

under the Model 100’s right, front panel. 

2. Connect the other end of the modem cable to the RS-232 port on the modem. 

3. Connect the telephone line at your polling place to the RJ-11 telephone jack on 

the modem. 

4. Plug the modem into an electrical outlet. 

Connecting the Internal Modem 
If your Model 100 scanner is equipped with an internal modem, use the telephone 

cord that came with your scanner to connect the Model 100 to a telephone jack. 

To connect the internal modem 

1. Connect one end of the telephone line to the RJ-11 telephone jack behind the 

front, right access door on the scanner. 

2. Connect the other end of the telephone line to a telephone jack at the polling 

place. 

Testing the Election Definition 
Test the election definition for each of your scanners before you deliver Model 100s 

to your polling places. To test a Model 100 election definition, scan the ballot test 

deck supplied by ES&S with your election definition PC Card and compare the 

results to the test reports supplied by ES&S. 
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Test the scanner only after you install the election definition and configure the Model 

100. If your jurisdiction programs its own election definitions, create a test deck that 

includes at least one ballot for each precinct enabled for your scanner and maintain 

accurate records of your test ballot selections. After you scan the test ballots, 

generate a results report and compare the scanner report to your ballot records. If 

the results do not match, make sure that the marks on your test ballots are dark and 

clean and then scan the test ballots again. 

Note: The following ballot test is not accurate if you modify the TARGET 

COUNT setting from the AUTOREAD SETTINGS menu. 

To scan a ballot test deck 

1. Start the scanner and access the DIAGNOSTIC-TEST menu, select 

ELECTION TEST to open the ELECTION TEST menu. 

2. From the ELECTION TEST menu, select TEST BALLOT to open the 

BALLOT TEST menu. 

3. From the BALLOT TEST menu, select FEED BALLOTS to open the 

ELECTION TEST INSERT BALLOT menu. 

4. Insert test ballots into your scanner one at a time. The public counter on the 

Model 100 message display screen should increase by one for each ballot the 

scanner processes. The Model 100 can scan ballots inserted in any orientation. 

Note: If you programmed the Model 100 to tabulate ballots for multiple 

precincts, you must enable the additional precincts before scanning your ballots. 

For more information about scanning ballots for multiple precincts, see 
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“Enabling Multiple Precincts for Testing” in this chapter. 

To print ballot test reports 

1. After you finish scanning test ballots, select PREVIOUS to open the BALLOT 

TEST menu. From the BALLOT TEST menu, select PREVIOUS MENU to 

return to the ELECTION TEST menu. 

2. From the ELECTION TEST menu, select REPORTS to open the 

ELECTION REPORTS menu. 

3. From the ELECTION REPORTS menu, select REPORTS to open the 

PRINT REPORTS menu. 

4. From the PRINT REPORTS menu, access the following reports to view test 

results for your scanner: 
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• Select STATUS REPORT to generate a report that includes the number 

of ballots processed by your scanner. Verify that the number of ballots 

counted matches the number of ballots in your test deck. 

• Select PRECINCT REPORT or POLL REPORT to generate test 

results reports. Compare the scanner reports to your test ballot records to 

make sure that the totals match. 

5. Verify your results and then select PREVIOUS MENU three times to exit the 

ELECTION TEST menu. The third time you select PREVIOUS MENU the 

message “Clear Election Test Results and Leave Election Test Menu?” appears. 

Select YES to clear test results and return to the DIAGNOSTIC TEST menu. 

If your scanner results and test records do not match, review your test ballots 
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for errors and repeat the test. If the results are not correct after running the test 

a second time, contact ES&S for customer support. 

To repeat a diagnostic test from the PRINT REPORTS menu 

1. Beginning in the PRINT REPORTS menu, press PREVIOUS MENU twice 

to open the ELECTION TEST menu. 

2. Select ZERO TOTALS to clear the scanner totals from your previous test. 

The message “Counters are set to zero” appears when the scanner memory is 

clear. Press OK to continue. 

3. Select TEST BALLOT and repeat the testing process described in the 

“Testing the Election Definition” section of this chapter. 

Note: If your scanner totals do not match test ballot records after a second 

test, contact an ES&S technical support representative for assistance. 

Enabling Multiple Precincts for Testing 
The Model 100 can process ballots for up to 10 precincts. This feature is useful for 

the following reasons: 

• System redundancy and backup 

• Absentee ballot counting, (ES&S can program a “dummy” precinct that allows 

you to view absentee ballot totals separately from Election Day totals) 

• Processing ballots for multiple precincts on a single scanner 

Note: When you create a ballot test deck for a scanner programmed to read 

ballots for multiple precincts, create and scan at least one ballot for each 

precinct the scanner will process on Election Day. 

To enable multiple precincts for a ballot test 
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1. Use the instructions in the “Testing the Election Definition” section of this 

chapter to access the ballot test menu. Feed one test ballot into the scanner and 

then press the far left button on the scanner’s control panel under the 

ELECTION TEST INSTERT BALLOT menu to open the ENABLE 

PRECINCTS menu. 

2. Select NXT-PREC to cycle through the available precincts. 

3. Select ENABLE for each precinct that you want to open on your scanner. 

Selected precincts remain enabled for the duration of your ballot test. The 

scanner defaults to original precinct settings after you complete the test. 

4. Select PREVIOUS to return to the ELECTION TEST INSERT BALLOT 

menu. 

5. Resume your ballot test and print your test reports. For more information on 

testing your scanner, see “Testing the Election Definition” in this chapter. 

Note: After you open the polls, enable precincts by turning the key to the 

OPEN/CLOSE polls position and pressing the button furthest to the left on the 

control panel. Once you enable a precinct, you cannot disable it. 

Configuring a Wireless Modem 
If your jurisdiction uses optional, Model 100 wireless modems to transfer results to 

election headquarters, configure the modem from the DIAGNOSTIC-TEST menu 

before you open the scanner for voting. 

To configure the Model 100 wireless modem 

1. Turn the key on the Model 100 to the OPEN/CLOSE POLL position. The 
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message, “ELECTION CARD INSERTED OPEN POLLS NOW?” appears. 

2. Press the first and second buttons from the left simultaneously to open the 

MODEM menu. The options available in the MODEM menu are MODEM 

SETTINGS and CDPD STATUS. 
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3. Select MODEM SETTINGS to change the telephone number for election 

headquarters, change IP address settings for your network transfers and to 

configure other modem functions. 

4. Select CDPD STATUS to test the Model 100 wireless modem. 

Note: CDPD wireless modems are not supported by the Unity 2.5 voting 

system 

The Pre-Voting Checklist 
Review the following list before you open the scanner for voting: 

• Have you anticipated all potential special voting conditions, such as overvotes 

and absentees, and included those conditions in the election definition? 

• Have you charged the scanner’s back-up battery? 

• Is there a sufficient paper supply for the printer? If you use an external printer, 

have you recently changed the ribbon? Is a backup ribbon readily available? 

• Have properly completed setup and test procedures? 

• Do ballots contain the correct precinct identification number(s)? Does the 

identification number on the PC Card match the number on your ballots? 

After completing all pre-election preparations, turn the key on the Model 100 to the 

OFF position. Remove the key, close the key access panel and prepare the scanner 
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for transportation to the polling place. 

30 

31 

Chapter 5: Performing Election Day 

Tasks 
This chapter contains instructions for the following Election Day tasks: 

• Opening the polls 

• Scanning Ballot 

• Closing the polls 

• Re-Opening the polls 

• Handling Uncounted Ballots 

• Printing election reports 

• Transferring results 

Opening the Polls 
Before your polling location opens for voting, retest and check the system 

configuration for each of your scanners. For more information about testing and 

configuring scanners, see Chapter 4, “Performing Pre-Election Day Tasks.” 

After you test and configure your scanners, load the PC Cards with the scanner 

election definitions and turn the Model 100 control key to the OPEN/CLOSE 

POLL position on each scanner at the polling location. Then, use the instructions in 

this section to prepare the scanners for voting. 

To open the polls 
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1. After you start the scanner with the control key, the system initializes and the 

message “ELECTION CARD INSERTED: OPEN POLLS NOW?” appears. 

Select YES to open the polls. 

2. After you open the polls, the message “PLEASE TURN KEY/SWITCH TO 

VOTE” appears on the scanner display screen. Turn the key to the VOTE 

position to initialize the following scanner functions: 

• The scanner checks available memory and scans election definition for 

errors. 

• Depending on options set for your election definition, the Model 100 prints 

a Status Report, a Zero Totals Report and/or a Zero Certification Report 
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on activation. Select CANCEL at any time during printing to cancel the 

current report and all following reports. 

3. After the Model 100 finishes printing the startup reports, make sure the scanner 

key is in the VOTE position, and then remove the key and close the access 

panel. 

4. After you remove the key, you can open the scanner for live voting. Make sure 

that the public counter on the Model 100 display screen increases by one with 

each ballot cast but do not make any further adjustments to the scanner unless a 

system message appears. 

Note: If you need to review a scanner’s function history, you can print a system 

audit report at any time while the polls are open. To print an audit report, open 

the scanner’s access panel, insert the control key and turn the key to the 
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OPEN/CLOSE POLL position. Select AUDIT LOG REPORT from the 

scanner control panel to print the report. You can cancel the report at any time 

by pressing CANCEL. After you finish printing, turn the key to the VOTE 

position and close the key access panel to re-open the scanner for voting. 

Scanning Ballots 
The Model 100 can scan ballots inserted in any direction or orientation. Depending 

the options set for your election definition, the Model 100 will use one of the 

following methods for accepting or rejecting blank ballots, overvotes, and crossover 

votes: 

• Unconditional acceptance: The scanner accepts and tabulates results for all 

ballots. The scanner automatically sorts questioned ballots without storing 

results from those ballots. 

• Unconditional rejection: The Model 100 automatically rejects crossover, 

overvoted or blank ballots. Voters must review and correct ballot selections 

before the scanner will accept the ballot. 

• Query the voter for correction: The Model 100 returns a questioned ballot 

to the voter and displays a screen message that describes the problem and 

prompts the voter to either review and edit the ballot or cast the ballot as it is. 

The voter can presses RETURN to correct the ballot or presses ACCEPT to 

cast the ballot without editing selections. 

Poll workers should closely monitor system messages during voting. For 

descriptions of system messages and recommended actions, see Appendix C, 

“Understanding System Messages.” If you encounter a problem that you cannot 
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correct, contact election headquarters or ES&S technical support. 
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Closing the Polls 
Close your polling place for voting at the assigned time and then, use the Model 100 

control key to prepare scanner results for processing. You cannot print reports, 

transfer results or process vote totals from the scanner’s PC Card until you properly 

close the polls. 

You can print election, event, and audit log reports after you close the scanner for 

voting. You can also transfer results to combine your scanner totals with the final 

vote tallies from other polling places at a central counting location. 

To close the polls 

1. Check the ballot auxiliary bin for sorted, uncounted ballots. 

Note: Study your jurisdiction’s procedures for handling uncounted ballots 

before Election Day. For more information about removing and processing 

sorted ballots, see “Handling Uncounted Ballots” in this chapter. 

2. Open the Model 100 Key Access Panel, insert your control key and turn the 

key to the OPEN/CLOSE POLL position to access the CLOSE POLLS 

command. 

3. Press CLOSE POLLS to officially close the polls. Depending on your election 

configuration, the scanner may automatically print one or more of the following 

reports: Status report, Race Results report, Certification report and/or Audit 

Log report. Select CANCEL to stop printing a report at any time. The POLLS 

CLOSED menu appears after the scanner finishes printing. 
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Note: If you configured the Model 100 election definition to automatically 

transmit results over a network connection to a central PC, the data transfer 

begins at this time. 

4. To print additional Audit Log Reports, select AUDIT – LOG REPORT from 

the scanner control panel. Select CANCEL to stop printing at any time. 

Caution: If you use a modem to transfer Model 100 results, generate all 

necessary, printed reports before you transmit results. In order print paper 

reports, the scanner uses PC Card data that the Model 100 automatically 

deletes after transferring data over a network. For descriptions and examples of 

each Model 100 report, see Appendix B, “Understanding Reports.” 

5. From the POLLS CLOSED menu, select SEND RESULTS to manually 

transmit election results over a network connection. After the Model 100 

attempts to send results, the scanner displays a message that indicates whether 

data transfer was successful. If the transfer fails, attempt to send results again. 

Deliver the PC Card to election headquarters if the transfer fails a second time. 
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For more information about transferring Model 100 results, see the 

“Transferring Results” section of this chapter. 

Reopening the Polls 
If you discover voted ballots mistakenly left in voting booths after the polls close or, 

if you must close the scanner for voting before the assigned time, you can reopen 

the Model 100 to scan uncounted ballots. 

Note: Some jurisdictions do not allow reopening of the polls after the assigned 
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closing time. Your jurisdiction must specifically request the option to reopen the 

polls from ES&S election programmers or include the option on the election 

definition PC Card in order to reopen polls. 

To reopen the polls 

1. Turn the scanner control key to the OPEN/CLOSE POLL position to access 

the POLLS CLOSED menu. Select MORE to open the MORE 

SELECTIONS menu. From the MORE SELECTIONS menu, press REOPEN 

POLLS, to open a password selection screen. 

2. Contact your election administrator or ES&S customer support for the scanner 

password. Press the outside-left button on the control panel to cycle through the 

numeral positions. Use inside-left button to increase the selected number and 

inside-right button to decrease the number. 

3. Press the button labeled ENTER after you input the password. The message, 

“CLEAR ELECTION DAY TOTALS,” appears if your password is correct. 

Select YES to clear scanner totals or NO to add the totals from any scanned 

ballots to the stored results. 

Note: Do not select YES under the “CLEAR ELECTION DAY TOTALS” 

heading unless you want to erase all vote totals from scanner memory. If you 

accidentally press YES, you must rescan all of the ballots cast on the scanner. 

4. The message, “ELECTION CARD INSERTED, OPEN POLLS NOW?” 

appears after you clear or retain scanner results. Simultaneously press the first 

and third buttons on the control panel to access the DIAGNOSTIC-TEST 

menu from this screen. Select YES and then turn the key back to the VOTE 
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position to re-open the polls. 
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Handling Uncounted Ballots 
Save any ballots that were uncounted during voting due to, sorting, power failure or 

scanner problems in the temporary ballot storage bin. After you close the polls, 

remove and scan the uncounted ballots to add the totals to your scanner’s memory. 

Study your jurisdiction’s regulations for handling uncounted ballots before you 

remove and scan stored ballots. 

If your jurisdiction uses metal ballot boxes, unlock the ballot access panel on the left 

side of the ballot box to remove stored write-in ballots. 

To access the temporary ballot storage bin 
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1. Unlock the sliding door on the front of the nested ballot box or the bottom door 

on the front of the metal ballot box. 

2. If you use the nested ballot box, slide the bin door upward and away from the 

storage bin to access your uncounted ballots. If you use the metal ballot box, 

swing the hinged door on the front of the box down to access the uncounted 

ballot storage bin. 

Metal Ballot Box Nested Ballot Box 

3. Inspect the uncounted ballots and then feed them into the scanner. 

Note: Double-check the back of the bin to make sure that no ballots remain 

uncounted. 
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Printing Election Reports 
The Model 100 generates a variety of results reports after the polls close. 

Depending on the options configured for your election definition, the scanner may 

automatically print reports when you close the polls or you can manually select 

reports from the POLLS CLOSED menu. 

To print a report 

1. Close the polls to access the POLLS CLOSED menu and select RESULTS 

REPORT to reprint any automatic reports generated by the polls closed. The 

types of reports generated depend on your election definition settings. 

2. To print additional reports, return to the POLLS CLOSED menu and select 

MORE to access additional commands. Press MORE REPORTS to access 

additional report formats. 

447/651



Note: You can configure your election definition to require a password 

to access the report menus. 

3. Select CHANGE TYPE to toggle between Media and Summary report 

formats. For descriptions and examples of Media and Summary reports, see 

Appendix B, “Understanding Reports.” 

4. From the REPORT SELECTION menu, select a report to begin printing. 

Press CANCEL to stop printing at any time. 

Note: For descriptions and examples of each Model 100 report, see Appendix 

B, “Understanding Reports.” 

Transferring Results 
If your jurisdiction uses Election Reporting Manager to generate election reports, 

transfer results from your precinct counters to the PC running the reporting 

software. 

To transfer the results with a modem: 
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1. Select SEND RESULTS from the POLLS CLOSED menu. The Model 100 

automatically searches for a modem and dials the phone number programmed 

into the election definition. The scanner displays a confirmation message if the 

data transfer is successful. 

2. If the transfer fails, try to send results a second time. If the transfer fails again, 

deliver the scanner’s PC Card to election headquarters and load scanner results 

directly to Election Reporting Manager. 

To transfer results with the PC Card: 
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1. Unlock the access door on the front of the ballot box. 

2. Push the eject button and remove the PC Card from the scanner. 

3. Deliver the PC Card to election headquarters. 

Note: Deliver all write-in ballots to your election administrator as soon as 

possible after the polls close. Separate all of the write-in ballots from regular 

ballots. To remove write-in ballots from the ballot box, follow the instructions in 

the “Handling Uncounted Ballots” section of this chapter. 
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Chapter 6: Performing Post-Election 

Day Tasks 
Use the instructions in this chapter to perform routine maintenance and clean the 

Model 100 after the polls close. Post-election maintenance ensures that your 

scanner will be usable for many elections. 

Disassembling and Packing the Ballot 
Box 
Carefully pack the scanner and ballot box for storage. Disassemble the Nested 

Ballot Box after you remove uncounted ballots from the ballot storage bin. The 

Metal Ballot Box requires no disassembly. 

To remove the scanner from the ballot box: 

1. If you use the nested box, unlock the small sliding door on the front ballot box 

and slide the door down until it no longer covers the front of the scanner. 
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OR 

If you use the metal box, unlock the top hinged panel on the front of the ballot 

box and swing it down to expose the front of the scanner. 

The Metal Ballot Box The Nested Ballot Box 

2. Turn the scanner control key to the OFF position, remove the key, and give it 

to the Election Administrator. 

Note: Close the Key Access Panel and Printer Access Panel before you 

continue. 

Hinged 

Door 

Lock 

Swing Hinged 

Door Downward 

Slide Door 

Downward 

Door 

Lock 
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3. Pull the scanner forward about four to five inches and disconnect the power 

cord from the back of the terminal. Thread the cord through the back of the 

ballot box and unplug it from the wall outlet. 

4. Slide the scanner forward until it clears the mounting rails and remove the 

scanner from the ballot box. 

Note: Lock and secure all of the ballot box doors before you place the metal 
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box in storage. 

5. Place the scanner and its power cord into the scanner carrying case. 

To dismantle the nested ballot box: 

1. Unlock the front and back locks that secure the two halves of the ballot box. 

Then, remove the top section of the box and set it aside. 

2. A plastic divider separates write-in ballots from the rest of the stored ballots in 

the box. The Model 100 diverts write-in ballots to the right side of the box and 

sends regular ballots to the left side. Keep the write-in ballots separated and 

remove all of the ballots from the box. Pack the regular and write-in ballots into 

separate, secure cases and transport them to your election headquarters. 

3. Remove the plastic divider from inside the box. 

Remove Top 

Section 

Front 

Lock 

Divider 

Back 

lock 
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4. Turn the top section of the box so that the scanner compartment rests on the 

floor. Lift the top section and align the indentations on the front of the top and 

bottom of the ballot boxes. Lower the top half of the box into the bottom half. 

5. Slide the divider into the left side of the top section until the top of the divider 

rests below the top rim of the box. Do not force the divider into the box. If you 
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encounter any resistance when you slide the divider into the box, you are 

attempting to place the divider on the wrong side of the box. 

6. Locate the ballot box cover and align the front of the rim ( the side with the 

indentation) with the front edge of the ballot box. 

7. Place the cover onto the ballot box. Firmly press on the lid to engage the locks 

on the top of the cover at the front and back of the nested box. 

Top Section 

Handles 

Rim 

Indentations 
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Appendix A: Maintaining the Counter 
Perform the following maintenance tasks to keep your Model 100 scanner in proper 

working order: 

• Clean the scanner 

• Clean the ballot box 

• Maintain the internal printer 

• Maintain the scanner battery 

Cleaning the Scanner 
Clean your scanner before and after each election. 

To clean the scanner 

1. Turn off the scanner and unplug the power cord. 
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Warning: Electrical Shock Danger. Always unplug the AC power 

cord, turn the scanner’s key to the OFF position and remove the key 

before you clean a Model 100 scanner. 

2. Clean the ballot entry and exit slots with a can of pressurized clean, dry air or 

inert gas, which is available for order from ES&S. Aim the air can’s spray tube 

into the ballot entry slot and blow out all the debris. Clean the ballot exit slot in 

the same way. Repeat the entire procedure and inspect the entrance and exit 

slots with a flashlight. 

3. Use pressurized air to remove dust and debris from around the menu display. 

4. Use a soft cloth and water, or a mild solution of water and soap, to wipe down 

the scanner. Dampen, do not soak, the cloth with the cleaning solution. Do not 

spray cleaning solution directly onto the scanner. 

5. Clean the menu display window with the damp cloth. Be careful not to scratch 

the display panel. Then, clean the control panel buttons and the area around the 

buttons. 

6. Use the cloth and cleaning solution to clean the scanner’s outer case. Start at 

the top and work down to the base. 

7. Clean the scanner’s stainless steel base plate with the cleaning solution. Wipe all 

traces of the cleaning solution off the scanner after you finish cleaning. 
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Cleaning the Ballot Box 
Clean your Model 100 ballot boxes either before or after each election. You must 

disassemble the nested box for cleaning. The metal box requires no disassembly. 
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To clean the ballot box 

1. If you use the nested ballot box, separate the box into its two halves. For 

instructions for disassembling the ballot box, see Chapter 4, “Assembling 

the Ballot Box.” 

2. Use a cloth dampened with cleaning solution to clear dust and debris from 

the ballot box. For instructions for mixing cleaning solution, see “Cleaning 

the Scanner,” earlier in this appendix. 

3. Remove the divider from the lower ballot bin before you clean the bottom 

section of the ballot box. Clean the inside of the bin first and then the 

outside. Wipe down the interior ballot divider and the box cover. 

Remember to periodically rinse the cleaning cloth. 

4. Stand the ballot box upright to clean the recessed, scanner housing. 

Important: Make sure the power cord and the diverter motor 

connector are not damaged or dirty. 

5. Turn the mounting pedestal upside down and clean the inside of the box. 

Use a soft cleaning brush or feather duster to clear dust and debris. Use a 

brush to clean the diverter vane, the diverter motor and the controller circuit 

board for the ballot diverter. Do not to bend or damage any of the sensitive 

components contained in the diverter motor assembly. 

6. Use a brush to clean debris and dust from the ballot chute assembly. Do not 

use liquids to clean the inside of scanner mounting pedestal. Re-assemble 

the unit after you finish cleaning. 
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Maintaining the Internal Printer 
Open the door on the left side of the scanner to access the internal printer. 

Replacing the Paper Roll 
Check the Model 100 printer and change the paper roll, if necessary, for Election 

Day. 

Note: A “time out waiting for paper” message may appear due to the internal 

printer being out of paper. 

To replace the paper roll 

1. Depress the mounting brackets on each side of the empty paper roll and lift the 

roll out of the scanner. 

2. Remove the white plastic paper spool from the center of the empty paper roll 

and insert it into a new roll. Press out on the paper mounting brackets and insert 

the new roll into the printer. 

3. Manually feed the paper or select PAPER FEED from the ELECTION 

TEST menu to position the printer paper. 

Paper Roll 

Mounting 

Brackets 

Mounting 

Bracket 

Printer Paper 

Printer Spool 
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Feeding the Paper 
Use the following instructions to place blank space on the paper between reports or 

to advance the paper if the printer jams. 

To advance the paper 

1. From the DIAGNOSTIC-TEST menu, select ELECTION TEST. 

2. Select REPORTS in the ELECTION TEST menu. 

3. Select PAPER FEED to advance the printer paper. 

OR 

1. From the POLLS CLOSED menu, select MORE. 

2. Press PAPER FEED to advance the printer paper. 

Maintaining the Scanner Battery 
The Model 100 uses a 12-volt, 7-amp lead acid battery to power the scanner in 

case of an electrical power failure. Depending on the age of your scanner, the 

battery is either an Exide NP7-12 or Powersonic PS-1270. A fully charged 

battery can power an “active” scanner for up to one hour and an “idle” scanner for 

up to three hours. The machine is “active” when counting ballots or printing reports. 

Estimated battery life is five years. 

To check the charge for your backup battery, open the DIAGNOSTIC-TEST 

menu and select DIAGS, then MORE DIAGS, and then select BATTERY 

STATUS. Refer to the following instructions for more information. 

Battery Cautions 
Important: You can use the backup battery under normal operating 

456/651



conditions, in any orientation without danger of leaking. Removing the 

battery from the scanner exposes it to risks that are not present under 

normal operating conditions. 

Warning: Shorting the battery terminals together is especially 

hazardous even if the battery is “discharged” or “dead.” Shorting the 

terminals can create sparks, melt wires, and possibly start a fire. Use 

extreme caution when handling the backup battery. 
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Note: The Model 100 battery may be recycled. Please dispose of the 

battery properly. 

Charging the Battery 
Plug the power cord into the scanner and turn the power on for at least 12 hours to 

fully charge the battery. Check the condition of your power cord if the message 

“NO-AC” appears in the upper right quarter of the menu display after you turn the 

scanner on. 

Removing and Replacing the Battery 
Warning: Do not attempt to replace the battery in the Model 100 

scanner. Only qualified ES&S technicians should replace the battery for 

this machine. 

Warning: Electrical Shock Danger. Make sure that you unplug the 

AC power cord, turn the scanner key to the OFF position and removed 

it before replacing the battery. 

Because you must remove the external cover of the Model 100 before you can 
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replace the battery, you should not attempt to replace the battery without proper 

training from ES&S. Removing the cover exposes the scanner’s internal circuitry to 

damage. Always contact ES&S technical support before you attempt to replace a 

Model 100 backup battery. 

To remove the battery 

1. Open the Key Access Panel, locate the two screws for the Battery Access 

Panel and remove the screws. 

Key Access Panel 

Hinge 

Battery 

Access 

Panel 

Battery Access 

Panel Screws (2ea) 
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Black (Negative) 

Terminal 

Connector 

2. Remove the two panels as one unit (with a hinge). Rotate the Key Access Panel 

towards the closed position until the panels clear the slots. Remove the panel to 

expose the battery. 

3. Disconnect the red (positive) and black (negative) terminal connectors and lift 

the battery out of the scanner housing. 

4. Inspect the Model 100 battery compartment. Make sure the terminal wires are 
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properly threaded through the terminal wire slot in order to protect the wires 

from crimping when you install a new battery. 
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To install a new battery 

1. Place a new battery into the battery compartment at the rear of the scanner. 

2. Insert the red, positive wire from the terminal into the red battery connector on 

the battery. Then, insert the black wire into the black battery connector. 

Warning: Use caution when you connect the battery to the scanner. 

Inserting a scanner wire into the wrong battery port can cause a short 

circuit that can injure you or cause permanent damage to the scanner. 

3. Insert the panel hinge into the scanner slots and reinstall the two access panels 

(Key and Battery Access Panels). 

4. Rotate the Battery Access Panel forward until the two screw holes align with 

the nut plates on the main unit and insert the two screws. 
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5. Turn on the scanner for 24 hours to charge the battery then check the battery 

status to confirm that the battery holds a charge. 

To replace a Model 100 fuse 

Warning: Electrical shock danger. Do not replace the fuse for the 

Model 100 scanner unless you receive proper training from ES&S. 

Only qualified ES&S technicians should attempt to replace the scanner 

fuse. 

Scanner 

Slots 
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1. To replace the AC line fuse, turn the scanner key to the OFF position, 

disconnect the power cord and remove the scanner from the Ballot Box. Then, 

remove the battery (See “Removing and Replacing the Battery” in this chapter). 

2. Turn the scanner on its side, and remove the six Phillips head screws that 

connect the mounting rails to the stainless steel base plate. Set the mounting rails 

aside and set the scanner upright. 

3. Remove the ballot cover above the ballot input path to expose the two Phillips 

head screws near the ballot insert slot. Remove the two Phillips head screws to 

open the scanner’s outer case. 

4. The Model 100 AC power supply module contains a 3 AG, 2-amp Fast-Blow 

fuse. This power module is mounted on the left side of the stainless steel deck 

plate near the center of the scanner. You can recognize the power supply by the 

shield made out of stiff “fish” paper that surrounds the module. The fuse is 

mounted on the outside edge of the power supply module and can be accessed 
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without removing the fish paper shield. 
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5. After you replace the fuse, check the fish paper shield to make sure it remains in 

place around the AC power supply module. 

6. Replace the scanner’s cover and secure the eight mounting screws (six mounting 

rails and two screws near the ballot insert slot). Route the cables from the cover 

assembly away from the paper drive mechanism. 

Note: For more information about reassembling the scanner, see the “Removing 

and Replacing the Battery” section of this appendix. 
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Appendix B: Understanding Reports 
The Model 100 generates a variety of election results reports. Appendix B contains 

descriptions and examples of each available report. Familiarize yourself with the 

available report formats and types to generate the proper reports for your 

jurisdiction. 

Results Reports 
Select from the following report formats and types to configure reports for your 
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jurisdiction. 

Report Format 
ES&S or your jurisdiction’s election programmer hard code available report 

formats into the Model 100 election definition. The report formats that you select 

(either media or summary) affect the Poll Reports and Precinct Reports generated 

directly from the Model 100. Reports printed in media format display candidate 

names, candidate vote totals and write-in totals. Reports printed in summary format 

display candidates, candidate vote totals, write-ins, undervote and overvote totals. 

Report Types 
Select from the following report types. 

Status Report 
The status report lists the number of ballots accepted by the scanner and 

categorizes the ballots by type. This report also displays the ballot counts each 

active precinct and the totals for your polling place. 

Note: Counts of cross over votes are for statistical use and are not included in the 

ballot totals. 

Poll Report 
The poll report lists results for every contest voted and recorded on the scanner. 

Precinct Report 
The precinct report displays the results for every contest voted on the scanner 

broken down by precinct. 
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System Reports 
The Model 100 can generate the following system reports. 

Initial State Report 
The initial state report is a descriptive list of system settings that automatically 

generates when you turn on the scanner. The report includes a list of election 

configuration settings if the election definition is loaded when you turn on the 

scanner. 

Audit Log Report 
The audit log lists all of the scanner events that occur from the time you load your 

election definition PC Card into the scanner to the time you remove the card after 

your election is complete. The audit log also displays the total number of write-in 

votes counted by the scanner as well as the number of accepted and rejected blank 

ballots, the number of overvoted ballots and the number of crossover ballots 

scanned. 

Certification/Zero Report 
The certification report, or zero report, prints automatically when you open the polls 

for voting. The zero report lists the date and time that the polls open followed by the 

vote count for all of your contests and blank signature lines for poll worker 

certification. The Model 100 allows you to print an additional certification report 

immediately after printing a results report. 

Diagnostic Reports 
The Model 100 prints the following diagnostic report types. 
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Configuration Report 
The configuration report lists system and election configuration settings along with 

scanning parameters and cell window locations. 
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Debug Report 
The debug report displays low-level system settings. ES&S technical support uses 

the debug report to diagnose problems with the Model 100. 

System Report 
Select the System Report to print a System Audit Log. 

Status Report 

***Status Report*** 

10:57:34 06/19/2002 

Wisconsin Certification 

Wisconsin Open Primary 17/41 

0001 POLLING PLACE 1 0001 

Election Date: July 4, 2002 

WARD 1 

Ballot Types: 

DEM REP WIS LIB NON XRV 

-------- -------- -------- ------- --------- --------- 

0 1 0 0 0 0 

Total: 1 

WARD 2 

Ballot Types: 
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DEM REP WIS LIB NON XRV 

-------- -------- ------- ------ -------- -------- 

0 1 0 0 0 0 

Total: 1 

WARD 4 

Ballot Types: 

DEM REP WIS LIB NON XRV 

-------- -------- ------- ------ -------- -------- 

0 1 0 0 0 0 

Total: 1 

WARD 5 

Ballot Types: 

DEM REP WIS LIB NON XRV 

-------- -------- ------- ------ -------- -------- 

0 1 0 0 0 0 

Total: 1 

Grand Total 

Ballot Types: 

56 

DEM REP WIS LIB NON XRV 

-------- -------- ------- ------ -------- -------- 

0 1 0 0 0 0 

Total: 1 

Poll Report-Media Format 

*** Voting Results Report *** 
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10:37:28 06/19/2002 

Sample County 

Test Election 

0001 POLLING PLACE 1 

Election Date: July 4, 2002 

Total Number Voting: 50 

Poll Voting Report 

Total Ballots for All Precincts 50 

Ballots for Code 000001-01-01 12 

Ballots for Code 000002-01-01 14 

Ballots for Code 000004-01-01 12 

Ballots for Code 000005-01-01 12 

GOVERNOR 

WILLIAM A. (BILL) ALLAIN 18 

BILLY M. DAVID 5 

EVELYN GANDY 8 

LONNIE C. JOHNSON 8 

MIKE P STURDIVANT 5 

Write In 4 

AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE COMMISSIONER 

TROY MAJURE, JR. 19 

JIM BUCK ROSS 18 

CHARLES J.D. TILLMAN 8 

Write In 3 

CITY COUNCIL 
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Number to Vote For: 2 

ELIZABETH M. VERTERANO 16 

NICK DeROSA 23 

CONNIE MANGINO 17 

THOMAS P. COSTA 17 

EUGENE DeCAPRIO 9 

Write In 9 
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HIGH SCHOOL LEVY 

FOR 12 

AGAINST 27 

Poll Report—Summary Format 

*** Voting Results Report *** 

10:37:28 06/19/2002 

Sample County 

Test Election 

0001 POLLING PLACE 1 

Election Date: July 4, 2002 

Total Number Voting: 50 

Poll Voting Report 

Total Ballots for All Precincts 50 

Ballots for Code 000001-01-01 12 

Ballots for Code 000002-01-01 14 

Ballots for Code 000004-01-01 12 

Ballots for Code 000005-01-01 12 
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GOVERNOR 

WILLIAM A. (BILL) ALLAIN 18 

BILLY M. DAVID 5 

EVELYN GANDY 8 

LONNIE C. JOHNSON 8 

MIKE P STURDIVANT 5 

Write In 4 

Over Votess 1 

Under Votes 1 

…………………………………………………………….. 

Total Votes 50 

AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE COMMISSIONER 

TROY MAJURE, JR. 19 

JIM BUCK ROSS 18 

CHARLES J.D. TILLMAN 8 

Write In 3 

Over Votes 0 

Under Votes 2 

…………………………………………………………… 

Total Votes 50 

CITY COUNCIL 

Number to Vote For: 2 

ELIZABETH M. VERTERANO 16 
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NICK DeROSA 23 

CONNIE MANGINO 17 
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THOMAS P. COSTA 17 

EUGENE DeCAPRIO 9 

Write In 9 

Over Votes 0 

Under Votes 2 

……………………………………………………………… 

Total Votes 100 

Precinct Report—Summary Format 

*** Voting Results Report *** 

10:48:54 06/19-2002 

Wisconsin Certification 

Wisconsin Open Primary 17/41 

0001 POLLING PLACE 1 0001 

Election Date: July 4, 2002 

Total Number Voting: 4 

Precinct Voting Report 

WARD 1 

Total Ballots 1 

Ballots for Code00001-01-01 

PARTY PREFERENCE 

DEMOCRAT 0 

REPUBLICAN 1 

WISCONSIN GREEN 0 

LIBERTARIAN 0 

Over Votes 0 
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Under Votes 0 

……………………………………………….…..……… 

Total Votes 1 

(REP) GOVERNOR 

CHUCK HALE 1 

Write In 0 

Over Votes 0 

Under Votes 0 

……………………………………………….…..……… 

Total Votes 1 

(REP) LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

MICK FLEETWOOD 0 

Write In 0 

Over Votes 0 

Under Votes 1 

…………………………………………………...……… 
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Total Votes 1 

NONPARTISAN JUDICIAL RACE 

JUDICIAL CANDIDATE 1 1 

Over Votes 0 

Under Votes 0 

…………………………………………………...……… 

Total Votes 1 

Initial State Report 

10:57:25 06/19/2002 
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ELECTION DEFINITION LOADED UNIT: 3159 

CPU 386 QNX_speed 361 

CPU total memory 3712K 

Application Memory 2496K 

Communication utilities available 

PCMCIA modems supported 

TCP/IP based communications supported 

*** Initial State Report *** 

10:57:25 07/15/2003 

Firmware Version: 5.1.0.0 

Machine ID: 3159 

Wisconsin Certification 

Wisconsin Open Primary 17/41 

0001 POLLING PLACE 1 0001 

Election Date: July 4, 2003 

Maximum Number of Types: 6 

Number of Precincts: 4 

Number of Ballot Face Styles: 24 

Audit Log Entries: 34/21043 

System Configuration: 

Election Results Printing: Enabled 

Election Results Transferred: YES 

Diverter Installed: YES 

Unreadable Marks Setting: Accept 

Report Type: SUMMARY 
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Ability to ReOpen Polls: YES 

Report Format: Poll Report 

Report By Rotation: NO 

Election Configuration: 

Ballots by Style: NO 

Overvoted Ballots: Query 

Blank Ballots: Query 

Cross-over Ballots: Query 
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Single Over-Vote: NO 

Divert Blanks to Writein Bin: NO 

Response Type: OVAL 

Use Separate Non Party Type: YES 

Ballot Size: 14 Inches by 36 Rows 

Ballot Sides Defined: 2 

Modem Info 

Modem Phone #: 555-5555 

Server IP: 192.168.1.5 

M100 IP: 192.168.2.11 

MAC (EID): 0060 D618 OABE 
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Audit Log Report 

*** Audit Log Report *** 

11:08:09 06/19/2002 

System Events 
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Last Clock Change: 15:10:11 12/18/2001 

Last Power On: 11:02:49 06/19/2002 

Last Polls Open: 11:04:16 06/19/2002 

Number of System Halts: 62 

Ballot Accounting 

Precinct: 

WARD 3 

Total Blank Accept: 0 

Total Blank Reject: 0 

Total Overvote Accept: 0 

Total Overvote Reject: 0 

Total Crossover Accept: 0 

Total Crossover Reject: 0 

Total Marginal Accept: 1 

Total Marginal Reject: 0 

Total Write-ins: 0 

Total Undervote Accept 0 

Total Undervote Reject 0 

Master Accounting: 

Total Blank Accept: 0 

Total Blank Reject: 0 

Total Overvote Accept: 0 

Total Overvote Reject: 0 

Total Crossover Accept: 0 

Total Crossover Reject: 0 
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Total Marginal Accept: 1 

Total Marginal Reject: 0 

Total Write-ins: 0 

Total Undervote Accept 0 

Total Undervote Reject 0 

11:02:49 06/19/2002 

ELECTION DEFINITION LOADED UNIT: 3159 

11:03:05 06/19/2002 

User Event: Open Polls 

11:03:09 06/19/2002 

SUPERVISOR SWITCH DISENGAGED 

62 

11:03: 09 06/19/2002 

DIAGNOSTICS CHECK COMPLETED 

11:03:10 06/19/2002 

COUNTERS CLEARED 

11:04:16 06/19/2002 

Polls Opened 

11:04:53 06/19/2002 

FIRST BALLOT PROCESSED 

Zero/Certification Report 

*** Zero Totals Report *** 

11:03:10 06/19/2002 

SAMPLE COUNTY 

TEST ELECTION 
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POLLING PLACE 1 

Election Date: November 11, 2000 

Total Number Voting: 0 

Poll Voting Report 

GOVERNOR 

WILLIAM A. (BILL) ALLAIN 0 

BILLY M. DAVID 0 

EVELYN GANDY 0 

LONNIE C. JOHNSON 0 

MIKE P STURDIVANT 0 

Write In 0 

Over Votes 0 

Under Votes 0 

Total Votes 0 

AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE COMMISSIONER 

TROY MAJURE, JR. 0 

JIM BUCK ROSS 0 

CHARLES J.D. TILLMAN 0 

Write In 0 

Over Votes 0 

Under Votes 0 

Total Votes 0 

CITY COUNCIL 

Number to Vote For: 2 

ELIZABETH M. VERTERANO 0 
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NICK DeROSA 0 

CONNIE MANGINO 0 

THOMAS P. COSTA 0 

EUGENE DeCAPRIO 0 

Write In 0 
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Over Votes 0 

Under Votes 0 

Total Votes 0 

---Report Continued--- 

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, DO HEREBY CERTIFY 

THAT THE ABOVE RESULTS ARE A TRUE AND 

ACCURATE ACCOUNT OF ALL BALLOTS COUNTED 

AND THAT ALL COUNTERS WERE ZERO (0) 

WHEN THE POLLS OPENED AND THAT THE 

ELECTION WAS HELD IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

THE LAWS OF THE STATE. 

ELECTION JUDGE 

ELECTION JUDGE 

ELECTION JUDGE 

ELECTION JUDGE 
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Configuration Report 

*** Configuration Report*** 

11:10:10 06/19/2002 
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Firmware Version: 5.1.0.0 

Machine ID: 3161 

Wisconsin Certification 

Wisconsin Open Primary 17/41 

0002 POLLIN PLACE 2 0002 

Election Date: July 4, 2002 

Maximum Number of Types: 6 

Number of Precincts: 1 

Number of Ballot Face Styles: 6 

Audit Log Entries: 14/20857 

System Configuration: 

Election Results Printing: Enabled 

Election Results Transferred: NO 

Diverter Installed: YES 

Unreadable Marks Setting: Reject 

Report Type: Summary 

Ability to Reopen Polls: YES 

Report Format: Poll Report 

Report by Rotation: NO 

Election Configuration: 

Ballots by Style: NO 

Overvoted Ballots: Query 

Blank Ballots: Query 

Cross-over Ballots: Query 

Single Overvote: NO 
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Divert Blanks to Writein Bin: NO 

Response Type: OVAL 

Use Separate Non Party Type: YES 

Ballot Size: 14 Inches by 36 Rows 

Ballot Sides Defined: 2 

Modem Information: 

Modem Phone #: 333-4576 

Server Phone #: (if applicable) 

Modem MAC: (if applicable) 

Modem Server IP address: (if applicable) 

Scanning Parameters: 

Top DAC Value: 80 

Bottom DAC Value: 80 
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Ballot Size: 14 Inches x 36 Rows 

Debug Report 

*** DEBUG REPORT *** 

11:09:48 06/19/2002 

Program Version: 5.1.0.0 

OS Version: 4.22 

Errno: 35 

Errno String: No message of desired type 

Memory Available: 2860 

Largest Mem Block: 2844 

Heap Check: Good Heap 
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Counter Size: 2252 Bytes 

Election Definition Size: 6308 Bytes 

System Audit Log Report 

*** System Audit Log *** 

11:10:29 06/19/2002 

Last Clock Change: 15:10:11 12/18/2001 

Last Power On: 11:02:49 06/19/2002 

Last Polls Open: 11:04:16 06/19/2002 

Number of System Halts: 62 
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Appendix C: Understanding System 

Messages 
This appendix lists all system messages. In addition to the message itself, the 

scanner beeps to provide an audible cue that a message requires attention from a 

poll worker. If you find your message in this appendix and still require assistance, 

please contact your election administrator to schedule technical service or a backup 

machine. Election administrators may contact ES&S at 1-800-247-8683. 

System Error Recovery 
If you encounter the ‘SYSTEM ERROR’ message, use the following process to 

continue counting ballots. 

1. Turn the key to the OFF position to turn off the tabulator, and then remove the 

PC Card. 
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2. Make a duplicate copy of the PC Card. 

3. Send the duplicate card with the Model 100 to ES&S for testing. 

4. Replace the Model 100 with the back-up Model 100 tabulator assigned to your 

polling place. 

5. Insert the original PC Card with the election definition 

6. Turn the key to OPEN/CLOSE POLL and continue counting ballots. 

Understanding Text Messages 
Accept Ballots For Precinct 

Cause: The “Accept Ballots For Precinct” message appears when the Model 100 enables a 

precinct that has been programmed in the election definition card, but marked as inactive. 

Solution: Ballots for the enabled precinct are counted and cannot be canceled. No response 

required. 

Attempt Send Results 

Cause: This message appears when the Model 100 locates a TCP/IP protocol, CDPD, or 

landline network attempts to send election results. 
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Solution: No response required. 

Audit Log Full 

Cause: This message appears if audit log is full. There is a limited capacity for audit log entries 

stored to the PC Card. Exceeding this limit either: 1) prevents the scanner from entering Polls 

Open mode, or 2) causes the scanner to stop counting ballots. If the Audit Log exceeds its 

capacity during voting, the scanner defaults to a read-only mode. This means that no 

additional information is added to the PC Card; the Polls Open mode is not allowed. 

Solution: A new PC Card is required to continue counting ballots. Select Previous to return to 
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the Main menu. Remove the original PC Card and insert a new card programmed with a 

duplicate election definition. Return to the menu and function where the error occurred and 

contact your system administrator. 

Ballot Jammed 

Cause: This message appears if a ballot becomes trapped in the scanner’s read area. 

Solution: Check the back of the scanner to make sure that nothing blocks the ballot path. 

Contact ES&S for assistance if you cannot resolve the problem. 

Blank Ballot Accepted 

Cause: This message appears after the scanner accepts a blank ballot. 

Solution: No response required. 

Blank Ballot Returned 

Cause: This verification appears when the scanner returns a blank ballot to the voter. 

Solution: No response required. 

Blocked Sensor Continuous 

Cause: This message appears if the scanner detects an obstruction on part of the CCD array 

Read-Head, or a contiguous vertical line on the ballot. 

Solution: First, make sure the machine is not in vote mode. Then try feeding clean, blank 

ballots into the scanner to remove any possible obstruction. If the error continues, contact 

your election administrator to schedule technical service and a back-up machine. 

Counter Block Failed CRC 

Cause: This message appears if the counter block fails a cyclic redundancy check (CRC). As 

the election progresses, data is copied to the PC Card in “counter blocks” of data. The CRC is 

a safety check that the scanner performs to ensure proper copying of data to the card. 

Solution: The PC Card may be corrupt. Try a different card. If the message continues, contact 

your election administrator to schedule technical service. 
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Counters Are Full 

Cause: This message appears if the scanner blocks on the PC Card are full and there is no 

room to write further election data to the card. Results from the ballot currently inserted in the 

machine are not added to the scanner’s running total. 

Solution: The system halts when counters are full. Turn the power switch OFF and then back 

ON to reboot the system. Keep the PC Card loaded in the scanner. If the error continues, 

contact your election administrator to schedule technical service. 

Counters Are In Overflow 

Cause: The counter has exceeded its storage limit. If this error occurs, the election results 

stored to the scanner’s DRAM are corrupt, although the scanner values on the card may be 

correct. 

Solution: This error causes a system halt. Reboot the system by turning the power switch OFF 

and then back ON. Keep the PC Card loaded in the scanner. If the error persists, contact your 

election administrator to schedule technical service and locate a backup tabulator. 

Counters Cannot Hold Next Count 

Cause: There is not enough space left within the counters to store the count for the current 

race. 

Solution: This condition causes a system halt. Reboot the system by turning the power switch 

OFF and then back ON. Leave the PC Card loaded in the scanner. If the error persists, contact 

your election administrator to schedule technical service and request a backup tabulator. 

Counters Cleared 

Cause: This message appears after the DRAM counters are successfully cleared in the 

election definition. 

Solution: No response required. 
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Cross Voted Ballot Accepted 

Cause: This is a verification message that confirms that a cross-voted ballot has been 

accepted by the Model 100. 

Solution: This message only appears with straight party or pick-a-party ballots, when a voter 

has voted in more than one party. No response required. 

Cross Voted Ballot Returned 

Cause: This message appears when the scanner returns a cross-voted ballot to the voter. 

Solution: This message only appears with straight party or pick-a-party ballots, when a voter 

has voted in more than one party. Return the ballot to the voter for review or verification. 
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Diverter Control Error 

Cause: This message appears if the scanner fails to change the diverter position after a ballot 

has been fed. 

Solution: Retry and contact ES&S if the problem persists. 

Diverter Not Detected 

Cause: The scanner cannot detect the diverter on a second attempt. 

Solution: Contact your election administrator to schedule technical service and request a 

backup tabulator. 

Diverter Not Found 

Cause: This message appears if the election definition loaded into the Model 100 is 

programmed for a ballot box with a diverter unit, but no diverter unit is detected. 

Solution: Contact your election administrator to schedule technical service and request a 

backup scanner. 

DRAM Counter Space Bad 

Cause: This message appears if the scanner encounters a problem with the DRAM memory 
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section that stores the election results. 

Solution: Contact your election administrator to schedule technical service and request a 

backup scanner. 

Election Card Recovered In The Machine 

Cause: This verification message indicates that the inserted card been opened and removed 

from another machine, while still in the vote mode. 

Solution: No response required. 

Election Certified – Card In Rom Mode 

Cause: The election has been certified and the card is closed. You may remove the card from 

the scanner after viewing this message. 

Solution: No response required. 

Election Definition Failed CRC 

Cause: This message indicates that the election definition failed the CRC. 
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Solution: The PC Card may be corrupt and a new PC Card is required. If the message 

continues, contact your election administrator to schedule technical service. 

Election Totals Cleared 

Cause: This verification message indicates that election totals are set to zero. 

Solution: No response required. 

Error Accessing NVRAM 

Cause: This message appears if the scanner encounters a problem accessing the NVRAM 

(Non-Volatile Random Access Memory). 

Solution: Contact your election administrator to schedule technical service and request a 

backup scanner. 

Error Getting Machine ID 
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Cause: This message appears if the scanner has a problem retrieving the machine 

identification number from FLASH memory. 

Solution: Contact your election administrator to schedule technical service and request a 

backup scanner. 

Error Reading Ballot Retry Ballot Black Check - <code> (x) 

Cause: This message appears if the scanner cannot read one of the black boxes printed at the 

top and bottom of each ballot column. The displayed <code> will be one of the following: UT – 

ballot fed face up, top first; UB – ballot fed face down, bottom first; DT – ballot fed face down, 

top first; DB – ballot fed face down, bottom first. The (x) indicates the letter, A-F, that appears 

in the error message and identifies which black check the scanner failed to read. 

Solution: Feed the ballot into the scanner in a different orientation. If the mark still does not 

register, use compressed air to clean the Model 100 optical sensors. If the scanner still does 

not read, manually darken the black check mark with a sharpie and scan the ballot again. 

Error Reading PCMCIA Card 

Cause: This message appears if the scanner encounters a problem reading a block of data 

from the PC Card. The election results stored to the scanner’s DRAM may be corrupt. 

Solution: This condition causes a system halt. Reboot the system by turning the scanner OFF 

and then back ON with the PC Card inserted. If the error continues, attempt to restart the 

scanner with a new PC Card. If there are still problems, contact your election administrator to 

schedule technical service and request a backup scanner. 
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Error Reading System Audit Log 

Cause: This message appears if an error occurs while the scanner reads the system Audit Log 

in NVRAM (Non-Volatile Random Access Memory). 

Solution: Allow the system to initialize the System Audit Log with default values. The system 
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automatically initializes the log to default settings and displays a status message. 

Error Seeking On PCMCIA Card 

Cause: This message appears if the scanner encounters a problem while seeking a specific 

offset on the PC Card. 

Solution: This condition causes a system halt. Reboot the scanner by turning it OFF and then 

back ON with the original PC Card inserted. If the error persists, attempt to reboot the system 

with a new PC Card. Turn the system off and insert a new card programmed with a duplicate 

election definition. Turn the system back on. If the continues, contact your election 

administrator to schedule technical service and request a backup scanner. 

Error Setting Real Time Clock 

Cause: This message appears if you encounter a problem setting the real-time clock. 

Solution: Contact your election administrator to schedule technical service and request a 

backup scanner. 

Error Writing PCMCIA Card 

Cause: This message appears if the scanner encounters a problem while writing data to the PC 

Card. This condition can corrupt election results if the error occurs while your scanner is open 

for voting. 

Solution: This error causes a system halt. Turn the scanner OFF and then back ON, without 

removing the PC Card, to re-initialize your election. If the error continues, try to reboot the 

system using a new PC Card with a duplicate election definition. If there are still problems, 

contact your election administrator to schedule technical service and request a backup 

scanner. 

Error Writing System Audit Log 

Cause: This message appears if an error occurs while the scanner is writing the system audit 

log in NVRAM (Non-Volatile Random Access Memory). 
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Solution: Allow the system to initialize the System Audit Log with default values. The system 

automatically initializes the log to default settings and displays a status message. 
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Error Writing To The Print Device 

Cause: This message displays if the system encounters a printer processing error. 

Solution: Contact your election administrator to schedule technical service and request a 

backup scanner. 

Event Log Failed CRC 

Cause: The Event Log failed the Cyclic Redundancy Check (CRC). A CRC is a safety check 

the counter performs to ensure that data is being copied properly. 

Solution: This condition indicates that your PC Card may be corrupt; either reprogram the 

same PC Card or try a different card programmed with a duplicate election definition. If the 

error continues, contact your election administrator to schedule technical service and request 

a backup scanner. 

Factory Parameters Corrupt-Reset 

Cause: The factory parameter values in NVRAM do not match the CRC calculation. This error 

only occurs during the boot process. 

Solution: Contact your election administrator for assistance. 

Incompatible PCMCIA Card Format 

Cause: This message indicates that the PC Card format is incompatible with the current 

application code version. 

Solution: Contact your election administrator to schedule technical service. 

Incompatible System Log Format 

Cause: This message indicates that the System Log format is incompatible with the current 

application code version. 
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Solution: Contact your election administrator to schedule technical service. 

Invalid Instruction 

Cause: This is an internal error message. 

Solution: Contact your election administrator to schedule technical service. 
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Invalid Memory Reference 

Cause: This is an internal error message. 

Solution: Contact your election administrator to schedule technical service. 

Invalid Parity Error 

Cause: This is an internal error message. 

Solution: Contact your election administrator to schedule technical service. 

Invalid Seq-Type-Split (X-X-X) 

Cause: This message indicates that the Sequence-Type-Split code on an inserted ballot does 

not match the codes defined in the election definition. The ‘X’ values will be the Sequence- 

Type-Split code of the scanned ballot. 

Solution: Insert a ballot with the correct Sequence-Type-Split code. If the error occurs again, 

contact your election administrator to schedule technical service. 

Invalid Sub Routine 

Cause: This is an internal error message. 

Solution: Contact your election administrator to schedule technical service. 

Memory Allocation Error 

Cause: This message indicates that the scanner did not successfully allocate system memory. 

Solution: This condition may halt the system. Even if the scanner does not halt, contact your 

election administrator to schedule technical service and request a backup scanner. 

Menuing System Error 

488/651



Cause: This message appears when the scanner encounters a system error. 

Solution: This condition may halt the system. Even if the scanner does not halt, contact your 

election administrator to schedule technical service and request a backup scanner. 

Missing Precinct Counter Block 

Cause: This message appears if the scanner cannot locate the race counter block for a given 

race. 

Solution: Contact your election administrator to schedule technical service. 
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More than one party has votes. Votes In Party Contests Will Be Ignored 

Cause: This condition only occurs during an open primary election. This message indicates 

that a party preference selection could not be established and the voter marked contests 

affiliated with more than one party, 

Solution: If you programmed your election definition to “Query upon Occurrence” of a crossvoted 

ballot, the poll worker is responsible for accepting or rejecting the ballot. If you 

programmed the election definition to “Always Reject” cross-voted ballots, the voter must remark 

and resubmit the ballot. If the error continues, contact your election administrator to 

schedule technical service. 

Note: This error message does not appear if you programmed the Model 100 to “Always 

Accept” cross-voted ballots. 

NO BACK IMAGE DETECTED/Please See Election Official 

Cause: The scanner displays this message if the Model 100 does not detect a contest on the 

back of the ballot when the ballot’s sequence-type-split code indicates that information should 

appear on the back of the ballot. 

Solution: Contact your election administrator. 

One Contest Has Too Many Votes 
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Cause: This message appears if the number of valid marks detected in the voting area for a 

contest exceeds the number of votes allowed for that contest. 

Solution: If you programmed your election definition to “Query upon Occurrence” of an 

overvoted ballot, the poll worker must review the ballot and then decide whether to accept or 

reject the voter’s selections. If you programmed the election definition to “Always Reject” 

overvoted ballots, the voter must edit and resubmit the ballot. If this message appears for a 

ballot that does not contain an overvoted contest, contact your election administrator to 

schedule technical service. 

Note: This error message does not appear if you programmed the Model 100 to “Always 

Accept” overvoted ballots. 

One Contest Has Too Many Votes (RACE TITLE) 

Cause: This message appears if the number of valid marks detected on the ballot for a contest 

exceeds the number of votes allowed for that contest. This message appears if you program 

the election definition to display the contest title along with the error condition. 

Solution: If you programmed your election definition to “Query upon Occurrence” of an 

overvoted ballot, the poll worker must review the ballot and then decide whether to accept or 
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reject the voter’s selections. If you programmed the election definition to “Always Reject” 

overvoted ballots, the voter must edit and resubmit the ballot. If this message appears for a 

ballot that does not contain an overvoted contest, contact your election administrator to 

schedule technical service. 

Note: This error message does not appear if you programmed the Model 100 to “Always 

Accept” overvoted ballots. 

(X) Races Have Too Many Votes 

Cause: The Model 100 displays this message if the number of valid marks detected for more 
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than one contest on the ballot exceeds the number allowed votes for each of those contests. 

Solution: If you programmed your election definition to “Query upon Occurrence” of an 

overvoted ballot, the poll worker must review the ballot and then decide whether to accept or 

reject the voter’s selections. If you programmed your election definition to “Always Reject” 

overvoted ballots, the Model 100 returns the ballot to the voter who must edit and resubmit 

the ballot. If the error appears for a ballot that does not contain an overvoted contest, contact 

your election administrator to schedule technical service. 

Note: This error message does not appear if you programmed the Model 100 to “Always 

Accept” overvoted ballots. 

(X) Races Have Too Many Votes Including RACE TITLE 

Cause: This message appears if the number of valid marks detected for more than one contest 

exceeds the number of votes allowed for each of those contests. This message appears if you 

program the election definition to display the contest title along with the error condition. 

Solution: If you programmed your election definition to “Query upon Occurrence” of an 

overvoted ballot, the poll worker must review the ballot and then decide whether to accept or 

reject the voter’s selections. If you programmed your election definition to “Always Reject” 

overvoted ballots, the Model 100 returns the ballot to the voter who must edit and resubmit 

the ballot. If the error appears for a ballot that does not contain an overvoted contest, contact 

your election administrator to schedule technical service. 

Note: This error message does not appear if you programmed the Model 100 to “Always 

Accept” overvoted ballots. 

OS Shell Command Fail 

Cause: This message appears if system call in the Model 100 code fails to function correctly. 

Solution: This condition may cause a system halt. Even if the system remains in operation, 

contact your election administrator to schedule technical service and request a backup 
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scanner. 

Overvoted Ballot Accepted 

Cause: This verification message appears when the scanner accepts a ballot that contains an 

overvoted contest. 
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Solution: No response required. 

Overvoted Ballot Returned 

Cause: The Model 100 displays this message when the scanner returns a ballot that includes 

an overvoted contest to the voter. 

Solution: No response required. 

Party Preference Race Missing 

Cause: This message appears if the scanner processes a ballot that includes a party 

preference contest and the selected party preference is not detected in the election definition. 

Solution: You may require a new election definition. Contact your election administrator for 

assistance. 

PCMCIA Card Not Inserted 

Cause: This message appears if the PC Card is removed while the scanner attempts to access 

the card. 

Solution: This condition causes a system halt and may corrupt the data stored to the PC Card. 

Attempt to re-initialize the card by turning the system off, re-inserting the card, and turning the 

power back on. If this action fails, you may require a new PC Card. Try the same procedure 

with a different PC Card programmed with a duplicate election definition. If the error continues, 

contact your election administrator to schedule technical service and request a backup 

scanner. 

PCMCIA Driver Missing 
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Cause: The message appears if the scanner cannot access the QNX/PC Card driver. 

Solution: This condition causes a system halt. Contact your election administrator to schedule 

technical service and request a backup scanner. 

PCMCIA Header Section Failed CRC 

Cause: This message appears if the header section of the PCMCIA card fails the CRC. 

Solution: This message indicates that your PC Card may be corrupt. Try a different card. If the 

error continues, contact your election administrator to schedule technical service. 

Possible Bad Sensor 

Cause: This message appears if the scanner detects an unacceptably long vertical line on a 

ballot. 

Solution: Retry the ballot. If the problem continues, contact the election supervisor. 
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Possible Blocked Sensor 

Cause: This message appears if the scanner detects an intermittent obstruction on part of the 

Read-Head, an intermittent fault in the CCD array Read-Head, or a non-contiguous vertical line 

on the ballot. 

Solution: Make sure that your scanner is not in the vote mode and then attempt to scan 

entering clean, blank ballots to remove possible obstructions. If the error continues, contact 

your election administrator to schedule technical service and request a backup scanner. 

Printer Driver Missing 

Cause: This message appears if the Model 100 fails to detect the printer driver. 

Solution: Contact your election administrator to schedule technical service and request a 

backup scanner. 

Race Results Cross-Check Fail 

Cause: The Model 100 displays this message if the race result counters fail the system crosscheck 
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(between the precinct and master counters). This condition indicates that the election 

results stored in the system’s DRAM are corrupt. The vote count results stored on the PC 

Card may be corrupted. 

Solution: This condition causes a system halt. Reboot the system by turning the power switch 

OFF and then back ON to re-initialize the PC Card. If the system reads the card correctly, 

continue with the election process. If the error continues, contact your election administrator 

for a new card. 

Note: The Model 100 does not record results from the ballot scanned when this error occurs. 

You must remove and rescan the ballot. 

Status Results Cross-Check Fail 

Cause: This message appears if the status counters fail the cross-check (between the precinct 

and master counters). This condition indicates that the election results stored in DRAM are 

corrupt. 

Solution: This condition causes a system halt. Reboot the system by turning the power switch 

OFF and then back ON to re-initialize the PC Card. If the system reads the card correctly, 

continue with the election process. If the error appears again, contact your election 

administrator for a new card. 
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Note: You must remove and rescan the ballot that was in the scanner when the error occurred. 

System Audit Log Failed CRC 

Cause: This message appears if the System Audit Log stored to NVRAM fails the CRC. The 

software attempts to initialize the log with default values. If this operation is unsuccessful, the 

system shuts down. 

Solution: Allow the system to initialize the System Audit Log using default values. If the 

initialization shuts down the system using default values, contact your election administrator 
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to schedule technical service and request a backup scanner. 

System Halted 

Cause: The system has halted. 

Solution: Restart the counter by turning the scanner key to the OFF position and then back 

ON. If the scanner does not restart, contact your election administrator to schedule technical 

service and request a backup scanner. 

Unable To Initialize Scanning System-System Halted 

Cause: This message indicates that an error occurred when your Model 100 attempted to 

automatically initialize the machine scanner board. 

Solution: Contact ES&S. 

Unable To Load Keypad Server-System Halted 

Cause: This message appears if the scanner fails to detect the keypad server. 

Solution: Contact ES&S. 

Unable To Load Signal Handlers-System Halted 

Cause: This message appears if the scanner fails to detect signal handlers. 

Solution: Contact ES&S. 

Unable To Load Speaker Server-System Halted 

Cause: This message appears if the scanner fails to detect the speaker server. 

Solution: Contact ES&S. 
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Unable To Update Counters 

Cause: This message appears if the scanner software fails to update the counters after you 

scan a ballot. 

Solution: This condition causes a system halt and requires a new PC Card to resolve. Turn off 

the scanner, insert a new PC Card with a duplicate election definition and turn the scanner 

495/651



back on. If the problem continues, contact your election administrator to schedule technical 

service and a request a backup scanner. 

Unable To Close Election 

Cause: This message appears if scanner software fails to access the PC Card when you 

attempt to close the election. 

Solution: Check the PC Card for proper installation. If the card is installed properly, the card 

may be defective or another hardware fault may have occurred. If the problem continues, 

contact your election administrator to schedule technical service and request a backup 

scanner. 

Unable To Read PCMCIA Counter Block 

Cause: This message appears if the system software fails to read the PC Card counter block. 

Solution: Check the PC Card for proper installation. If the card is installed properly, the card 

may be defective or another hardware fault may have occurred. If the problem continues, 

contact your election administrator to schedule technical service and request a backup 

scanner. 

Unidentified Mark – Check Your Ballot 

Cause: This message appears if the scanner detects a mark that meets the minimum threshold 

for recognition by the system, but is not dark enough for the scanner to read as a valid vote. 

Solution: Re-mark or darken the marks and rescan the ballot. 

Unknown Error 

Cause: This message appears if the Model 100 detects an internal system error. 

Solution: Contact your election administrator to schedule technical service. 

Voltage Too Low 

Cause: This message appears if the scanner’s battery voltage falls below the acceptable 

operating level. 
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Solution: Plug the terminal into a 120-volt A/C outlet. For more information about charging the 

scanner battery, see “Charging the Battery” in Chapter 2. If the problem persists, contact your 

election administrator to schedule technical service and request a backup scanner. 

Voting Continued Prev Unit 

Cause: This verification message appears if you successfully transfer a PC Card from one 

Model 100 to another during active voting. The Model 100 also displays the machine ID for 

the scanner that was previously using the card. 

Solution: No response required. 

Warning-The unit is on Battery Power 

Cause: This message appears if the AC connection in the back of the machine has been 

unplugged or if the scanner’s outlet fails to receive power. 

Solution: Check the power cord connections to the scanner and wall outlet. Contact the 

supervisor for your polling place if the scanner continues to run on battery power after you 

properly plug it in. 

Working Parameters Corrupt-Reset 

Cause: This message appears if the working parameter values stored to the scanner’s NVRAM 

do not match those calculated during the CRC. This error can only occur during the scanner’s 

boot sequence 

Solution: Contact your election administrator to schedule technical service and request a 

backup scanner. 

XBIN Directory Not Found 

Cause: This message appears if a required XBIN directory does not exist because the binary 

executable image block required for TCP/IP or PSMCIA modems was not programmed to the 

election definition card, or the card could not be started successfully by the resource manager. 
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Solution: Contact your election administrator to schedule technical service and request a 

backup scanner. 
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Verification Messages 
The following verification messages are self-explanatory, descriptive messages that 

the Model 100 displays in response to a specific action. Verification messages do 

not require action from a poll worker. 

• Aborted Printing 

• Counters Cleared 

• Current Unit 

• Diagnostic Check Completed 

• Election Definition Loaded 

• Election Definition Unloaded 

• Election Results Sent 

• Entered Ballot Test Mode 

• Exited Ballot Test Mode 

• First Ballot Processed 

• No Election Card 

• Opening Polls 

• Polls Closed 

• Polls Opened 

• Power On 
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• Real Time Clock Set 

• Switched to AC Power 

• Switched to Battery Power 

• Total Ballots Accepted 

• Voting Enabled 
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Understanding Numeric Messages 
100 – MISSED ORIENTATION MARKS/Turn Ballot Over and Try Again 

Cause: The scanner failed to detect the orientation of a ballot. 

Solution: Remove the ballot from the scanner and attempt to feed the ballot in a different 

orientation. If the error continues, contact your election administrator to schedule technical 

service and request a backup scanner. 

101 – MISSED TIMING MARKS/ Turn Ballot Over and Try Again 

Cause: The scanner failed to detect one or more marks that appear in the ballot’s timing track. 

Solution: Remove the ballot and reinsert it into the scanner. If the error persists, contact your 

election administrator to schedule technical service and request a backup scanner. 

102 – NO DATA FOUND/Please Re-insert Ballot After Beeps 

Cause: The scanner failed to locate the leading edge of an inserted ballot. 

Solution: Remove and reinsert the ballot. If the error continues, contact your election 

administrator to schedule technical service and request a backup scanner. 

103 – SYSTEM ERROR/Please See Election Official 

Cause: The scanner encountered an unrecoverable error occurred in the operating system. 

Solution: Contact your election administrator to schedule technical support and request a 

backup scanner. 
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104 – ORIENTATION SKIP ERROR 

Cause: The scanner failed to read the black checks on the leading edge of a ballot. 

Solution: Remove and reinsert the ballot. If the error persists, contact your election 

administrator to schedule technical service and request a backup scanner. 

105 – SYSTEM ERROR/Please See Election Official 

Cause: The scanner encountered an unrecoverable error in the operating system.. 

Solution: Contact your election administrator to schedule technical support and request a 

backup scanner. Do not use the scanner until an ES&S service technician identifies and repairs 

the problem. 
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106 – MISSED TIMING MARKS/ Turn Ballot Over and Try Again 

Cause: The scanner failed to properly read one or more marks from a ballot’s timing track 

Solution: Remove and reinsert the ballot. If the error persists, contact your election 

administrator to schedule technical service and request a backup scanner. 

107 – BALLOT ERROR: INVALID CC SEQUENCE 

Cause: The scanner failed to read the correct sequence code from a ballot. 

Solution: Remove and reinsert the ballot. If the error persists, contact your election 

administrator to schedule technical service. 

108 – BALLOT ERROR: INVALID CC TYPE 

Cause: The scanner failed to recognize the type code for a ballot. 

Solution: Remove and reinsert the ballot. If the error persists, contact your election 

administrator to schedule technical service. 

109 – BALLOT ERROR: INVALID CC SPLIT 

Cause: The scanner failed to recognize a ballot’s split code. 

Solution: Remove and reinsert the ballot. If the error persists, contact your election 
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administrator to schedule technical service. 

110 – SYSTEM ERROR/Please See Election Official 

Cause: The scanner encountered an unrecoverable error in the operating system. 

Solution: Turn off the scanner and remove it from the polling area. Contact your election 

administrator to schedule scanner maintenance. Do not use the scanner again until an ES&S 

technician repairs the Model 100. 

111 – SYSTEM ERROR/Please See Election Official 

Cause: The scanner encountered an unrecoverable error in the operating system. 

Solution: Turn off the scanner and remove it from the polling area. Contact your election 

administrator to schedule scanner maintenance. Do not use the scanner again until an ES&S 

technician repairs the Model 100. 
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112 – SYSTEM ERROR/Please See Election Official 

Cause: The scanner encountered an unrecoverable error in the operating system. 

Solution: Turn off the scanner and remove it from the polling area. Contact your election 

administrator to schedule scanner maintenance. Do not use the scanner again until an ES&S 

technician repairs the Model 100. 

113 – SYSTEM ERROR/Please See Election Official 

Cause: The scanner encountered an unrecoverable error in the operating system. 

Solution: Turn off the scanner and remove it from the polling area. Contact your election 

administrator to schedule scanner maintenance. Do not use the scanner again until an ES&S 

technician repairs the Model 100. 

114 – SYSTEM ERROR/Please See Election Official 

Cause: The scanner encountered an unrecoverable error in the operating system. 

Solution: Turn off the scanner and remove it from the polling area. Contact your election 
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administrator to schedule scanner maintenance. Do not use the scanner again until an ES&S 

technician repairs the Model 100. 

115 – MISSED BACK ORIENTATION MARK/Turn Ballot Over and Try Again 

Cause: The counter failed to read an orientation mark on one side of the ballot. 

Solution: Turn the ballot over and reinsert it into the scanner. If the scanner still cannot read 

the orientation mark, contact your election administrator to schedule technical service and 

request a backup Model 100. 

116 – SYSTEM ERROR/Please See Election Official 

Cause: The scanner encountered an unrecoverable error in the operating system. 

Solution: Turn off the scanner and remove it from the polling area. Contact your election 

administrator to schedule scanner maintenance. Do not use the scanner again until an ES&S 

technician repairs the Model 100. 

117 – SYSTEM ERROR/Please See Election Official 

Cause: The scanner encountered an unrecoverable error in the operating system. 

Solution: Turn off the scanner and remove it from the polling area. Contact your election 

administrator to schedule scanner maintenance. Do not use the scanner again until an ES&S 

technician repairs the Model 100. 
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118 – SYSTEM ERROR/Please See Election Official 

Cause: The scanner encountered an unrecoverable error in the operating system. 

Solution: Turn off the scanner and remove it from the polling area. Contact your election 

administrator to schedule scanner maintfenance. Do not use the scanner again until an ES&S 

technician repairs the Model 100. 

119 – MULTIPLE BALLOTS DETECTED/Please Re-insert One Ballot After Beeps 

Cause: The Model 100 detected more than one ballot in the scanner read area. 
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Solution: Remove ballots from the read area and reinsert them one at a time. If the error occurs 

repeatedly, contact your election administrator to schedule technical service and request a 

backup scanner. 

120 – DIVERTER NOT INITIALIZED 

Cause: The Model 100 failed to initialize the ballot box diverter. The scanner does not sort 

write-in ballots properly if the diverter fails. 

Solution: Make sure the scanner is correctly mounted to the ballot box. If the error persists, 

contact your election administrator to schedule technical service and a back-up machine or 

ballot box. 

121 − DIVERTER DETECTION ERROR 

Cause: The scanner failed to stop the diverter motor in the ballot box from running after 

scanning a ballot. 

Solution: Contact your election administrator to schedule technical service. 

122 − DIVERTER NOT DETECTED 

Cause: The scanner failed to detect the ballot diverter during a diverter test. 

Solution: Contact your election administrator to schedule maintenance. 

123 – UNABLE TO READ TIMING BAND/Turn Ballot Over and Try Again 

Cause: The scanner detected a problem with a ballot’s alignment as it passed through the read 

area. 

Solution: Remove and reinsert the ballot in a different orientation. If the system continues to 

reject the ballot, contact ES&S technical support for assistance. 
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124 – BALLOT DRAGGED/Turn Ballot Over and Try Again 

Cause: The ballot did not enter the feed mechanism smoothly, which caused misalignment 

during scanning. 
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Solution: Remove and reinsert the ballot. If the system continues to reject the ballot, contact 

ES&S technical support for assistance. 

125 - BALLOT TOO LONG/Please See Election Official 

Cause: The length of an inserted ballot was greater than the ballot length specified in the 

scanner’s election definition. 

Solution: Contact ES&S technical support for assistance. 

126 - BLACK CHECK: FACE DOWN HEAD EDGE/Turn Ballot Over and Try Again 

Cause: The scanner failed to read one or more of the orientation marks that appear at the top 

and bottom of each ballot column. 

Solution: Remove and reinsert the ballot in a different orientation. If the Model 100 fails to read 

the ballot a second time, clean the scanner’s optical sensors with compressed air. If the 

scanner continues to fail, darken the black check marks with a black sharpie. 

127 - BLACK CHECK: FACE DOWN TAIL EDGE/Turn Ballot Over and Try Again 

Cause: The scanner failed to read one or more of the orientation marks that appear at the top 

and bottom of each ballot column. 

Solution: Remove and reinsert the ballot in a different orientation. If the Model 100 fails to read 

the ballot a second time, clean the scanner’s optical sensors with compressed air. If the 

scanner continues to fail, darken the black check marks with a black sharpie. 

128 - BLACK CHECK: FACE UP HEAD EDGE/Turn Ballot Over and Try Again 

Cause: The scanner failed to read one or more of the orientation marks that appear at the top 

and bottom of each ballot column. 

Solution: Remove and reinsert the ballot in a different orientation. If the Model 100 fails to read 

the ballot a second time, clean the scanner’s optical sensors with compressed air. If the 

scanner continues to fail, darken the black check marks with a black sharpie. 
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129 - BLACK CHECK: FACE UP TAIL EDGE/ Turn Ballot Over and Try Again 

Cause: The scanner failed to read one or more of the orientation marks that appear at the top 

and bottom of each ballot column. 

Solution: Remove and reinsert the ballot in a different orientation. If the Model 100 fails to read 

the ballot a second time, clean the scanner’s optical sensors with compressed air. If the 

scanner continues to fail, darken the black check marks with a black sharpie. 

130 - POSSIBLE FOLDED BALLOT/ Turn Ballot Over and Try Again 

Cause: The scanner detected a ballot that is either folded, or shorter than the ballot length 

specified in the scanner’s election definition. 

Solution: Remove and reinsert the scanner. If the problem persists, contact the election 

supervisor for assistance. 

131 –BALLOT READ ERROR-Please See Election Official 

Cause: The scanner detected possible counterfeit marks on the ballot. 

Solution: Remove and examine the ballot. Attempt to rescan the ballot if it appears to be 

genuine. If you detect a problem with the ballot, pass it on to your jurisdiction’s review board. 

If this error message continues to appear as the scanner reads valid ballots, contact your 

election administrator for assistance. 

132 - - TOP SCANBAR HAS BLOCKED SENSORS/Please See Election Official. 

Cause: The scanner has detected a particle blocking one of its top sensors or a sensor failure. 

Solution: Clean the scanner’s optical sensors with compressed air. If the error persists, contact 

your election administrator to schedule technical service. 

133 - BOTTOM SCANBAR HAS BLOCKED SENSORS/ Please See Election Official 

Cause: The scanner has detected a particle blocking one of its bottom sensors or a sensor 

failure. 

Solution: Clean the scanner’s optical sensors with compressed air. If the error persists, contact 
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your election administrator to schedule technical service. 

134 - BOTH SCANBARS HAVE BLOCKED SENSORS/Please See Election Official 

Cause: The scanner has detected a particle blocking one of its sensors or a sensor failure. 

Solution: Clean the scanner’s optical sensors with compressed air. If the error persists, contact 

your election administrator to schedule technical service. 
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135 - UNKNOWN ERROR, CODE: XXX 

Cause: The scanner detected an undefined error during the scanning routine. 

Solution: Remove and reinsert the ballot. If the error persists, contact your election 

administrator to schedule technical service and request a backup scanner. 

136 - UNKNOWN ERROR, DECODE: XXX 

Cause: The scanner encountered an undefined error while attempting to decode a ballot. 

Solution: Remove and reinsert the ballot. If the error persists, contact your election 

administrator to schedule technical service and request a backup scanner. 

137 – BALLOT TOO SHORT: XXX 

Cause: The length of an inserted ballot was less than the ballot length specified in the 

scanner’s election definition. 

Solution: Contact ES&S technical support for assistance. 
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Appendix D: Understanding System 

Menus 
Appendix D contains diagrams and descriptions of Model 100 menu functions. 

Which menu selections are available depend on what operating mode you activate 

for the Model 100. For example, if you turn the control key to the OPEN/CLOSE 
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POLL position, Model 100 POLLS OPEN options are not accessible. 

The Model 100’s three operating modes are DIAGNOSTIC-TEST, POLLS 

OPEN, and POLLS CLOSED. You can only activate one mode at a time. 

Diagnostic Test Mode 
Perform diagnostic tests before you open the scanner for voting. Model 100 

diagnostic test functions include processing a test deck, setting the system time, 

calibrating the scanner, and auto-reading ballots. After you open the polls, the 

DIAGNOSTIC-TEST menu is not available unless you reopen the polls after 

closing the scanner for voting. To access the DIAGNOSTIC-TEST menu, start 

the Model 100 with a PC Card loaded, wait until the automatic reports print and 

then press the first and third buttons from the left on the control panel 

simultaneously. You can also access the DIAGNOSTIC-TEST menu by starting 

the Model 100 without installing a PC Card. 

Accessing the Diagnostic Test Menu (with a PC Card 
Loaded) 
To access the DIAGNOSTIC-TEST menu (with a PC Card loaded) 

1. Insert the PC Card with the election definition and turn the scanner on. The 

scanner powers up and the message “ELECTION CARD INSERTED: OPEN 

POLLS NOW?” appears. 

S-MODE DIAGNOSTIC-TEST MENU 

SYSTEM ELECTION PREVIOUS 

DIAGS SETTINGS TEST MENU 
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2. Press the first and third buttons from the left to access the DIAGNOSTICTEST 

menu. 

3. The three selections under the DIAGNOSTIC-TEST menu are DIAGS 

(diagnostics), SYSTEM SETTINGS, and ELECTION TEST. 

Accessing the Diagnostic Test Menu (without a PC 
Card) 
To access the DIAGNOSTIC-TEST menu (without a PC Card) 

Do not insert a PC Card into the scanner and turn the scanner key to 

OPEN/CLOSE POLL. DIAGS is the only menu selection available when no PC 

Card is loaded in the Model 100. 

Press Both to 

Select the 

Diagnostic 

Test Menu 
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The DIAGS Menu 
Select DIAGS from the DIAGNOSTIC-TEST menu to test the scanner’s 

accuracy and print reports that detail the current machine status. The three options 

available from the DIAGS menu are BALLOT DIAGS, SYSTEM REPORTS, 

and MORE DIAGS. 

Select BALLOT DIAGS to test your scanner’s accuracy. The two options 

available from the BALLOT DIAGS menu are FEED BALLOTS and 

RECYCLE SET. Select RECYCLE SET to select the number of times that the 
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scanner will read the next ballot inserted into the Model 100. 

To test the scanner 

Select FEED BALLOTS and insert ballots into the scanner. If the scanner 

successfully reads the ballot, the ballot emerges from the back of the scanner and 

drops into the ballot box. If the scanner detects ballot irregularities, the scanner 

rejects the ballot and a system error message appears. 

The Ballot Diagnostics menu 
After scanning test ballots, use the report options available under the BALLOT 

DIAGNOSTICS menu to check the scanner’s accuracy. BALLOT 

DIAGNOSTICS options print reports that describe the last ballot scanned. 

Available options include: DIGITAL REPORTS, MARKS TALLY, and 

GRAPHICS PRINT. 

S-MODE BALLOT DIAGNOSTICS 

TOTAL BALLOTS 0000 

DIGITAL MARKS GRAPHICS PREVIOUS 

REPORTS TALLY PRINT MENU 
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To print diagnostics reports 

1. Select DIGITAL REPORTS and then select DIGITAL TABLE to generate 

a report that shows how many pixels the scanner reads in each oval location. 

2. Select MARK CODE from the DIGITAL TABLE menu to generate a 

report that shows the different types of marks recognized by the scanner in each 

response area. Four different kinds of readings are displayed: 
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• A dash (-) appears if the scanner detects a blank response area. 

• An I (ignore) code appears if the scanner detects too few pixels in the 

response area to register a valid mark. 

• A V (vote) code appears if detects a valid voting mark in the specified area. 

• An E (error) code appears if the scanner reads detects a mark but cannot 

read the mark as a valid vote. 

A number representing the variations in darkness (the thickness) of the mark 

follows the vote codes. 

Mark Code Table 

*** Mark Code Table *** 

10:37:01 03/20/2001 

Orientation: FACE UP, HEAD FIRST 

ROW CODE -A- -B- -C- -D- -E- -F- 

001 12 V4 V4 V4 - - - 

002 000 V1 V1 E2 - - - 

003 000 - - - - - - 

004 000 - - - - - - 

005 000 - - V2 - - - 

006 138 - V6 - - - - 

007 000 - V6 - - - - 

008 000 - - - - - - 

009 000 - V5 V5 - - - 

010 000 V6 - - - - - 

011 000 V6 - V6 - - - 

012 000 - - - - - - 
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013 000 - - - - - - 

014 000 - - V3 - - - 

015 309 V6 - - - - - 

016 308 - - V6 - - - 

017 319 - - - - - - 

018 160 V6 - - - - - 
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3. From the DIGITAL REPORTS menu, select SCAN REPORT to produce a 

report that assists you with diagnosing ballots with a high scan error rate. 

Sample Scan Report and Description 
*** Scanned Ballot Information *** 

Orientation: FACE UP, HEAD FIRST (Orientation determined 

by the scanning algorithm) 

Ballot Sides Defined: 2 

(Number of ballot sides defined on the Election Definition PCMCIA 

card: 1 or 2) 

Ballot Sides Determined: 2 

(Number of sides the ballot has: 1 or 2) 

FRONT OF BALLOT 

Black Checks Info: 

Mark: Left Edge Right Edge Size 

TT: 008, 027, 152 

A: 034, 040, 048 

B: 092, 098, 046 
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C: 151, 157, 048 

Black Check Information 

Mark: The black check mark types on the ballot; TT, A, B, C, D, E, F 

Left Edge: Millimeter measurement from the left edge of the ballot to the left edge of the 

specified black check mark 

Right Edge: Millimeter measurement from the left edge of the ballot to the right edge of the 

specified black check mark 

Size: Number of pixels that exist horizontally within the specified black check mark 
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Vertical skew: 1 

(Difference in scans when finding the left edge and right edge of the leading 

edge of the ballot; caused by the user inserting the ballot at an angle) 

Timing Track Info: 

(Number of timing tracks 

found on the target side) 

Number of timing bands: 036 

Number of white bands: 036 

Number of horizontal adjustments: -1 

BACK OF BALLOT 

Black Checks Info: 

Mark: Left Edge Right Edge Size 

D: 012, 018, 048 

E: 071, 077, 048 

F: 129, 135 ,048 
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TT: 201, 207, 050 

Vertical skew: 4 

Timing Track Info: 

Number of timing bands: 036 

Number of Timing Bands 

(Number of black check marks (timing bands) vertically on 

the ballot; the number of white bands should match the 

number of bands of the Election Definition where a 14/36 

ballot should have a value of 36) 

Number of White Bands 

Number of white spaces between the timing bands 

vertically on the ballot; the number of white bands should 

match the number of bands of the Election Definition 

where a 14/36 ballot should have a value of 36) 

Number of horizontal adjustments 

(Number in millimeters that the timing track shifted 

during the scanning of the ballot; -4 to +4 where 

negative values determine a left shift and positive 

values a right shift) 
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Number of white bands: 036 

Number of horizontal adjustments: 2 

SUCCESSFUL SCAN (0) 

4. Select PREVIOUS MENU and then MARKS TALLY from the BALLOT 

DIAGNOSTICS menu to generate a report that identifies the number of 
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marked ovals, by row, detected on both sides of the ballot. The report heading 

shows how many ballots the Model 100 scanned and the report itself shows the 

ballot position of marks read by the scanner. 

A zero on the MARKS TALLY report identifies an oval that failed to register 

on the scanner. A number (001, for example) indicates a scanned oval and 

identifies the row/column position of the oval. The value of the number indicates 

how many scanned ballots registered a valid mark in the specified ballot 

position. For example, if the value 003 appears in row one, column A, three 

scanned ballots contain a valid mark in the specified oval position. 

Sample Marks Tally Report and Sample Ballot 
Ballot Position Totals Report 

Total ballots Scanned: 001 

Row -A- -B- -C- -D- -E- -F- 

1 000 000 000 000 000 000 

2 000 000 000 000 000 000 

3 000 000 000 000 000 000 

4 000 000 000 000 000 000 

5 001 000 000 000 000 000 

6 000 000 000 000 000 000 

7 000 000 000 000 000 000 

8 000 000 000 000 000 000 

9 000 000 001 000 000 000 

10 000 000 000 000 000 000 

11 000 000 000 000 000 000 

12 000 000 000 000 000 000 

13 000 000 000 000 000 000 
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14 000 001 000 000 000 000 

15 000 000 000 000 000 000 

16 000 000 000 000 000 000 

17 000 000 000 000 000 000 

18 000 000 000 000 000 000 

19 000 000 000 000 000 000 

20 000 000 000 000 000 000 

21 000 000 001 000 000 000 

22 000 000 000 000 000 000 

23 000 000 000 000 000 000 

24 001 000 000 000 000 000 

25 000 000 000 000 000 000 

26 000 000 000 000 000 000 

27 000 000 000 000 000 000 

28 000 000 000 000 000 000 

29 000 000 000 000 000 000 

30 000 000 000 000 000 000 
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Note: The oval threshold setting determines whether the scanner can read a 

mark. 

5. Select GRAPHICS PRINT from the BALLOT DIAGNOSTICS menu to 

print a graphic display of what the scanner reads within each “cell” window. 

Each black dot on the printout represents a marked dot on the ballot with a 

dashed line dividing each row and cell. 

Graphics Print Table 
6. Press PREVIOUS to navigate backward through Model 100 menus until you 
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reach the DIAGNOSTIC menu. From the DIAGNOSTIC menu, select 

SYSTEM REPORTS. Use the SYSTEM REPORTS options check the 

status of the scanner and identify system problems. The three system reports 

available are: DEBUG REPORT, CONFIG REPORT, and SYSTEM 

REPORT. See Appendix B, “Understanding Reports” for explanations and 

examples of Model 100 system reports. 

Diagnostic Report Menu 
S-MODE DIAGNOSTIC REPORT 

DEBUG CONFIG SYSTEM PREVIOUS 

REPORT REPORT REPORT MENU 
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The System Settings Menu 
Use SYSTEM SETTINGS options to calibrate the scanner and set the system 

clock. You must install your election definition PC Card before you activate the 

scanner to alter scanning options. 

System Settings Menu 
1. Select THRHLDS to access the MULTI SHEET option, which you can use 

to test the scanner’s multi-sheet sensor. 

Note: The multi-sheet sensor prevents the scanner from accepting two ballots 

at the same time. For more information about testing the multi-sheet sensor, see 

Chapter 4. 

2. Select DATE TIME and select from the following options to adjust the system 

time, date, and time zone. 
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• Set Date: sets the current date according to the current time zone. 

• Set Time: sets the current time according to the current time zone. 

• Set Time Zone: sets the time zone for the polling site. 

Date/Time Menu 
3. Only qualified, ES&S technical support staff should select the CALIBRATE 

DACS option. 

S-MODE SYSTEM SETTINGS 

DATE CALIBRATE PREVIOUS 

THRHLDS TIME DACS MENU 

S-MODE DATE TIME 

SET SET SET PREVIOUS 

DATE TIME ZONE MENU 
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The Election Test Menu 
Use options from the ELECTION TEST menu to verify the election definition and 

check the system counting logic. The Model 100 does not store results for any of 

the ballots scanned during the election test and the scanner clears any existing 

election totals when you enter the ELECTION TEST menu. The scanner restores 

any existing, official results to the PC Card after you exit the ELECTION TEST 

menu. The three options available in the ELECTION TEST menu are TEST 

BALLOT, REPORTS, and ZERO TOTALS. 

Election Test Menu 
1. From the ELECTION TEST menu, select TEST BALLOTS to open the 
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BALLOT TEST menu. From the BALLOT TEST menu, select FEED 

BALLOTS, and then insert test ballots into the scanner as you would for a 

normal election. 

Election Test Insert Ballot 
2. After you finish scanning test ballots, select PREVIOUS to navigate backwards 

through Model 100 menus until you return to the ELECTION TEST menu. 

From the ELECTION TEST menu, select REPORTS to open the 

ELECTION REPORTS menu. Use the three options available from the 

ELECTION REPORTS menu (SEND RESULTS, REPORTS, and 

PAPER FEED) to generate test reports from the Model 100. 

Note: For more information about using the PAPER FEED command, see 

Appendix A, “Maintaining the Counter.” For information about transferring 

election results over a network, see Chapter 5, “Election Day Tasks.” 

S-MODE ELECTION TEST MENU 

TEST ZERO PREVIOUS 

BALLOT REPORTS TOTALS MENU 

S-MODE ELECTION TEST INSERT BALLOT 

NUMBER OF VOTERS: 0 

PREVIOUS 
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Election Reports Menu 
3. From the ELECTION REPORTS menu, select REPORTS to open the 

PRINT REPORTS menu. From the PRINT REPORTS menu, you can 
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generate a Poll Report, a Precinct Report or a Status Report. For samples and 

descriptions of the available reports, see Appendix B, “Understanding 

Reports.” 

Print Reports Menu 
4. From the ELECTION TEST menu, select ZERO TOTALS to set the test 

totals stored in system memory to zero. 

Using the Ballot Auto-read Option 
Use the Model 100 auto-read option for diagnostic purposes to select the number 

of times the scanner reads a single ballot. You can run a series of ballots and change 

the number of times the scanner processes each ballot. 

To activate the auto-read option 

1. From the DIAGNOSTIC-TEST menu, select ELECTION TEST to open 

the ELECTION TEST menu. 

2. From the ELECTION TEST men, select TEST BALLOT to open the 

BALLOT TEST menu. 

3. From the BALLOT TEST menu, select AUTOREAD SETTINGS to open 

the AUTOREAD SETTINGS menu. Use AUTOREAD SETTINGS 

S-MODE ELECTION REPORTS 

SEND PAPER PREVIOUS 

RESULTS REPORTS FEED MENU 

S-MODE PRINT REPORTS 

POLL PRECINCT STATUS PREVIOUS 

REPORT REPORT REPORT MENU 
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options to set the number of times the Model 100 automatically scans the next 

inserted ballot. You can also configure the scanner to process ballots multiple 

times based on ballot style. For example, you can select a ballot style and enter 

a number to direct the scanner to process the next ballot it detects that falls 

within the specified style the number of times that you specify. 

4. Press SELECT DIGIT to specify the number of times the Model 100 will scan 

the selected ballot. Press PLUS or MINUS to increase or decrease the 

number. 

5. Press PREVIOUS MENU to navigate back to the TEST BALLOT menu 

and press FEED BALLOTS to open the AUTOREAD menu. 

6. Insert the ballot that you want to scan. The Model 100 automatically scans the 

ballot the number of times that you specified in the AUTOREAD SETTINGS 

menu. 

7. Press STOP to cancel ballot processing. Re-insert the ballot to restart the 

scanning process. Press RESET to clear the CURRENT COUNT. Press 

PREVIOUS to return to the BALLOT TEST MENU when you finish 

processing ballots. 

Note: From the BALLOT TEST MENU, press AUTOREAD SETTINGS 

to change the number of scan cycles for each ballot that you want to scan. 

Polls Open Mode 
Open the polls to begin scanning official ballots on Election Day. 

To open the polls 
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Press PREVIOUS to navigate backwards through Model 100 menus until you see 

the message “ELECTION CARD INSERTED OPEN POLLS NOW?” on the 

display screen. Press YES and turn the key to VOTE to open the polls. 

The scanner performs a series of internal system checks and displays the results. If 

any of the checks fail, the scanner rejects the loaded election definition and defaults 

to the main menu. 

If the system checks out, the Model 100 automatically sets election totals to zero 

and prints a Status Report and then a Zero Totals report. The Zero Report lists all 

active races, and shows the current vote count for all of the contests and issues 

included on the ballot. The scanner automatically shuts down if it fails to properly 

clear votes from system memory. If necessary, you can generate multiple zero 

reports with certification statements. 
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After the scanner completes its automatic checks and prints initial reports, the 

message, “INSERT BALLOT” appears on the display screen. Voters can now 

insert ballots into the scanner and the Model 100 saves the results to the inserted 

PC Card. 

Insert Ballot Screen 
To print an audit log report with the polls open 

1. To print a log report without closing the scanner, open the Key Access Panel 

and turn the control key to the OPEN/CLOSE POLL position. The AUDIT 

LOG-REPORT option appears next to the CLOSE POLLS option. 

2. Select AUDIT-LOG REPORT to print the log. 
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3. Turn the key back to the VOTE position after the report prints to enable voting. 

To enable additional precincts with the polls open 

1. To enable additional precincts without closing the scanner, open the Key 

Access Panel and turn the key to the OPEN/CLOSE POLL position. The 

AUDIT LOG-REPORT option appears next to the CLOSE POLLS option. 

2. Press the far left button on the control panel (it does not have a label) to open 

the ENABLE PRECINCTS menu. 

3. Select NXT-PREC to advance through a list of available precincts. 

4. Select ENABLE for each precinct that you want to activate. After you enable a 

precinct, the precinct remains active for the duration of the election or ballot 

test. If you activate a precinct for testing, the scanner reverts to the previous 

settings after you exit the test menu. 

5. Select PREVIOUS navigate backwards through Model 100 menus until you 

reach the CLOSE POLL option, and then turn the key to the VOTE position 

to activate the scanner for voting. 

To close the polls 

I N S E R T B A L L O T 

NUMBER OF VOTERS: 0 
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1. At your jurisdiction’s assigned closing time, turn the scanner control key to 

OPEN/CLOSE POLL position to access the CLOSE POLLS option. 

2. Press CLOSE POLLS to close the Model 100 for voting. The scanner does 

not save any ballot totals to the PC Card after you close the polls. 

Note: Depending on how you configured your election definition, the scanner 
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may automatically print a results report and a certification report after you close 

the polls. Press CANCEL to abort the printing. You can print additional copies 

of any automatic reports from Polls Closed mode. 

Polls Closed Mode 
Activate POLLS CLOSED mode to generate results reports, print the system audit 

log and to transfer election results to your reporting software. 

Polls Closed Menu 
1. Open the key access panel and turn the control key to the OPEN/CLOSE 

POLL position to access the POLLS CLOSED menu. 

2. The options available from the POLLS CLOSED menu include: RESULTS 

REPORT, SEND RESULTS, AUDIT-LOG REPORT and MORE. For 

more information about all of the commands available on this menu, except the 

MORE option, see “The Election Test Menu” earlier in this appendix. 

Note: For more information about the SEND RESULTS option see “Closing 

the Polls” in Chapter 5. Use the SEND RESULTS option to transfer results 

over a network to a computer running election reporting software at your 

election headquarters. 

3. Select MORE to open the MORE SELECTIONS menu. Options available 

from the MORE SELECTIONS menu include: RE-OPEN POLLS, MORE 

REPORTS and PAPER FEED. Select PAPER FEED to advance the printer 

paper by one line. For more information about the RE-OPEN POLLS option, 

see Chapter 5, “Election Day Tasks.” 

S-MODE POLLS CLOSED 
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RESULTS SEND AUDIT-LOG 

REPORTS RESULTS REPORT MORE 
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4. Select MORE REPORTS and enter a password (if necessary) to open the 

MORE REPORTS menu. The three options available in the MORE 

REPORTS menu include: CHANGE TYPE, PRECINCT REPORTS and 

POLL REPORT. 

5. Select CHANGE TYPE to select either media or summary as the report type. 

See Appendix B, “Understanding Reports,” for more information about report 

types. 

6. Select PRECINCT REPORTS to print a ‘precinct by precinct report.’ For 

more information and examples of report types, see Appendix B, 

“Understanding the Reports.” 

7. Select POLL REPORT to print an election poll report. For more information 

and examples of report types, see Appendix B, “Understanding the Reports.” 
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Model 100 Menu Flow Charts 
Start-up Menu 
CLEAR ELECTION DAY VOTES 

TO ENTER ELECTION TEST MENU 

YES NO 

If there are election day totals on the PC 

Card and you press ELECTION TEST while 

in the DIAGNOSTIC TEST MENU 
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Model 100 Start-up Menu 

Power up message with the Key in the 

VOTE position and the PC card installed. 

S-MODE ELECTION CARD INSERTED 

OPEN POLLS NOW? 

YES 

Power up message with the key in the Open/Close 

position and no PC Card installed. 

S-MODE NO ELECTION CARD 

DIAGS 

Requires that both the 1st 

and 3rd buttons be pressed 

simultaneously 

S-MODE DIAGNOSTIC-TEST MENU 

SYSTEM ELECTION PREVIOUS 

DIAGS SETTINGS TEST MENU 

S-MODE DIAGNOSTIC MENU 

BALLOT SYSTEM MORE PREVIOUS 

DIAGS REPORTS DIAGS MENU 

S-MODE SYSTEM SETTINGS 

DATE CALIBRATE PREVIOUS 

THRHLDS TIME DACS MENU 

S-MODE ELECTION TEST MENU 

TEST ZERO PREVIOUS 

BALLOT REPORTS TOTALS MENU 

Power up message with the key in the Open/Close 

position and a PC Card installed. 

ELECTION CARD INSERTED. 

OPEN POLLS NOW? 
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YES 

S-MODE ELECTION CARD INSTERTED 

OPEN POLLS NOW? 

S-MODE MODEM MENU 

MODEM CDPD PREVIOUS 

SETTINGS STATUS MENU 

S-MODE 

SERIAL REDIRECTED 

OK 

CDPD STATUS 

ANY KEY TO 

EXIT 

Press the first and second buttons from the left at 

the same time to access the Modem menu. 

YES 

107 

108 

Diagnostic Menu 
S-MODE DIGITAL REPORTS 

DIGITAL MARK SCAN PREVIOUS 

TABLE CODE REPORT MENU 

S-MODE DIAGNOSTIC MENU 

BALLOT SYSTEM MORE PREVIOUS 

DIAGS REPORTS DIAGS MENU 

S-MODE BALLOT DIAGNOSTICS 

FEED RECYCLE PREVIOUS 

BALLOTS SET MENU 

S-MODE BALLOT DIAGNOSTICS 
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TOTAL BALLOTS: 0000 

DIGITAL MARKS GRAPHICS PREVIOUS 

REPORTS TALLY PRINT MENU 

S-MODE RECYCLE SETTINGS 

CYCLES: 0000 

SELECT PREVIOUS 

DIGIT PLUS MINUS MENU 

S-MODE DIAGNOSTIC REPORTS 

DEBUG CONFIG SYSTEM PREVIOUS 

REPORT REPORT REPORT MENU 

S-MODE MORE DIAGS 

BATTERY MOTOR PREVIOUS 

STATUS CONTROL MENU 

S-MODE BATTERY STATUS 

STATUS: BATTERY FULL 

PREVIOUS 

STEPPER MOTOR CONTROL UTILITY 

FORWARD REVERSE PREVIOUS 

MOTOR MOTOR MENU 

Diagnostic Menu 
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System Settings 
System Settings 

MULTI PREVIOUS 

SHEET MENU 

S-MODE CALIBRATION MENU 

SET FACTORY PREVIOUS 

DACS DEFAULTS MENU 
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S-MODE SYSTEM SETTINGS 

DATE CALIBRATE PREVIOUS 

THRHLDS TIME DACS MENU 

MONTH: 11 DAY: 30 YEAR 2001 

S-MODE SET DATE 

SELECT PLUS MINUS PREVIOUS 

S-MODE DATE TIME 

SET SET SET PREVIOUS 

DATE TIME ZONE MENU 

S-MODE SET TIME 

HOUR: 15 MINUTES: 37 SECONDS: 12 

SELECT PLUS MINUS PREVIOUS 

S-MODE SET TIME ZONE 

HOURS OFFSET: 02 DST: ENABLED 

TOGGLE 

PLUS MINUS DST PREVIOUS 

MULTI-SHEET DETECTION 

DETECT: FALSE 

PREVIOUS 
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Calibration Menu 
Calibration Menu 

S-MODE CALIBRATION MENU 

SET FACTORY PREVIOUS 

DACS DEFAULTS MENU 

S-MODE DAC VALUES/SENSOR/SKEW 

SET SET SET PREVIOUS 

S-MODE SET SENSOR OFFSET 
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CURRENT VALUE: 36 

INCREMENT DECREMENT PREVIOUS 

S-MODE SET SKEW TOLERANCE 

SKEW TOLERANCE: 100 

PREVIOUS 

PLUS MINUS MENU 

S-MODE LOAD/SAVE FACTORY DEFAULT 

LOAD SAVE RESET PREVIOUS 

FACTORY FACTORY FACTORY MENU 

S-MODE LOAD FACTORY DEFAULTS? 

YES NO 

S-MODE RESET FACTORY DEFAULTS? 

YES NO 

S-MODE 

FACTORY DEFAULTS LOADED 

OK 

S-MODE 

FACTORY DEFAULTS RESET 

OK 

S-MODE SAVE FACTORY DEFAULTS? 

YES NO 

S-MODE 

FACTORY DEFAULTS SAVED 

OK 

S-MODE SET DAC VALUES 

SELECT PLUS MINUS PREVIOUS 

TOP DAC 0180 A:000 B:000 C:000 

BOTTOM DAC 0180 D:000 E:000 F:000 
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Election Test Menu 
ELECTION TEST INSERT BALLOT 

NUMBER OF VOTERS: 0 

PREVIOUS 

AUTOREAD SETTINGS MENU 

CYCLES: 000000 

SELECT PREVIOUS 

DIGIT PLUS MINUS MENU 

ELECTION TEST MENU 

TEST ZERO PREVIOUS 

BALLOT REPORTS TOTALS MENU 

ELECTION REPORTS 

SEND PAPER PREVIOUS 

RESULTS REPORTS FEED MENU 

COUNTERS ARE SET TO ZERO 

OK 

If cycles on AUTOREAD SETTINGS 

menu set to more than 0 

PRINT REPORTS 

POLL PRECINCT STATUS PREVIOUS 

REPORT REPORT REPORT MENU 

AUTOREAD MENU 

TOTAL COUNT/TARGET 

000000 000000 000000 

STOP RESET PREVIOUS 

If you press PREVIOUS MENU in Election Test 

Mode 

CLEAR ELECTION TEST RESULTS 
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AND LEAVE ELECTION TEST MENU 

YES NO 

BALLOT TEST MENU 

FEED AUTOREAD PREVIOUS 

BALLOTS SETTINGS MENU 

Election Test Menu 
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Opening and Closing Polls Menu 
S-MODE ELECTION CARD INSERTED 

OPEN POLLS NOW? 

YES 

S-MODE OPENING POLLS 

PLEASE TURN KEY/SWITCH TO VOTE 

INSERT BALLOT 

NUMBER OF VOTERS: 0 

INSERT BALLOT 

NUMBER OF VOTERS: 123 

S-MODE INSERT BALLOT 

NUMBER OF VOTERS: 123 

AUDIT LOG CLOSE 

REPORT POLLS 

Opening and Closing Polls 

One of the following two screens 

will appear dependant on the 

election definition. 

S-MODE POLLS CLOSED 

RESULTS SEND AUDIT-LOG 

REPORT RESULTS REPORT MORE 
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If designated in the Election 

Definition, Automatic Modem 

begins now. 

S-MODE MORE SELECTIONS 

RE-OPEN MORE PAPER PREVIOUS 

POLLS REPORTS FEED MENU 

S-MODE REPORT SELECTION 

TYPE=MEDIA 

CHANGE PRECINCT POLL PREVIOUS 

TYPE REPORT S REPORT MENU 

S-MODE ENTER PASSWORD KEYS 

0 0 0 

NEXT KEY KEY 

KEY UP DOWN ENTER 

Or, if printing is disabled 

AUTO ACTION 

Print: Status Report 

Print: Zero Totals Report 

Printing Zero Cert Report 

Print: Poll Open Time 

AUTO ACTION Print: Status Report 

Print: Race ResultsReport (Flag) 

Print: Certification Report (Flag) 

Print: Audit Log 

ACTION REQUIRED TO CLOSE POLLS 

Turn Key/Switch to OPEN/CLOSE POLL 

When test totals exist on PC Card and you 

turn the key/switch to Vote 

ELECTION TEST COUNTS EXIST 
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ON THE PCMCIA CARD 

CLEAR TEST COUNTS TO CONTINE. . . 

YES NO 

S-MODE ENABLE PRECINCTS 

PRECINCT ONE 

STATUS: ENABLED 

NXT-PREC ENABLE PREVIOUS 
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Appendix E: Troubleshooting 
Use the following procedures if there is a power outage or scanner failure. 

Using the Temporary Ballot Storage Bin 
If the Model 100 fails during an election, use the following procedure to store 

ballots in the temporary bin until you can repair or replace the scanner. 

To store ballots in the temporary bin 

1. Unlock the sliding door on the front panel of the ballot box. 

2. If your jurisdiction uses nested ballot boxes, slide the door down until it no 

longer holds the scanner in place. Lock the sliding door open. 

3. If your jurisdiction uses metal ballot boxes, open the door to the emergency bin 

and lock the top hinged panel on the front of the ballot box in the raised 

position. Open the lower hinged panel and rotate the inside cover on the lower 

hinged panel to gain access to the storage bin slot. Swing the panel back up and 

lock in place. 

The Metal Ballot Box The Nested Ballot Box 
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4. Voters may now insert ballots into the newly exposed slot for temporary 

storage. Store uncounted ballots in the emergency bin until you can repair or 

replace the scanner. 

Slide Door 

Downward 

Storage 

Bin Slot 

Door 

Lock 

Swing Hinged 

Door Upward 

Locks 

Storage 

Bin Slot 
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Recovering or Replacing the Scanner 
If one of your scanners fails and must be replaced, turn the malfunctioning scanner 

off and remove the election definition PC Card from the slot. Insert the PC card into 

a replacement scanner and turn the replacement scanner on. The new scanner 

automatically recovers the vote totals and election information from the previous 

scanner. . 

For more information about resuming scanner operations after a single recovery, 

see, ”Re-Opening the Polls” in Chapter 5. 
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Appendix F – Loading New Firmware 

Onto The M100 
To install new firmware on the M100, obtain an official PCMCIA firmware card 

from Election Systems & Software. Begin loading the firmware card onto the M100 

machine. 

To load the M100 firmware card onto the M100 machine 

1. Remove any cards currently in the machine before inserting the PCMCIA card. 

2. Turn on the M100 machine. 

3. The screen displays the card version number. 

4. A message appears saying, “Reprogram flash memory. Load flash?” Press Yes 

to load the flash. Press No to not load the flash. 

Note: Do not remove the PCMCIA card during this process. 

5. After you have successfully loaded the firmware, you will receive a confirmation 

message. Turn off the machine and remove the card. 

118 

Unity Election System™ 

Election Data Manager™ Hardware Programming Manager™ 

Ballot Image Manager™ Data Acquisipion Manager™ 

Ballot on Demand™ Election Reporting Manager™ 

iReport 

Profile Voter Registration Systems™ 
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PowerProfile™ MegaProfile™ 

StateProfile™ CandidateProfile™ 

Ballot Counting Systems 

Systems for use at the Precinct or Polling Place – Electronic Ballot: 

iVotronic® DRE Touch Screen Voting System 

V-2000 Full Face DRE Touch Panel Voting System 

Systems for use at the Precinct or Polling Place – Paper Ballot: 

Model 100 OMR System 

Model 2100 Punch Card System 

Systems for use at Central or Regional Locations – Paper Ballot: 

Model 150 OMR System 

Model 550 OMR System 

Model 650 OMR System 

Model IV-C OMR System 

Election Services and Support 

On-site Training and Election Day Support Toll Free Phone and On-line Support 

Election Programming Services Ballot Printing Services 

Comprehensive Training Programs and Tools Systems and Procedures Documentation 

Maintenance Programs Complete Inventory of Election Supplies 

If you would like more information on any of our products or services please contact 
us: 

Election Systems & Software, Inc. 

11208 John Galt Blvd. 

Omaha, NE 68137 
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Phone: 402-593-0101 

Toll Free Inside the U.S.: 1-800-247-8683 

Fax: 402-593-8107 

Visit our website at www.essvote.com 

The following products and services are 

available from ES&S: 
          
ES-M100 OP 5.2.pdf (1,119.5 Kb)Download   
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