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       March 19, 2021 

 

Delivered via U.S. Mail and Email 
 
Karen Brinson Bell 
Executive Director 
N.C. State Board of Elections 
430 N Salisbury St 
6400 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh NC 27603-1362 
 
Dear Ms. Bell, 

 
In late 2016 and early 2017, the State Board of Elections (BOE) notified the 

United States Attorney’s Office in the Eastern District of North Carolina that an 
internal BOE audit had revealed that several hundred individuals who were not 
eligible to vote because they were not citizens had nevertheless registered to vote, 
and that some of them may have voted.  The BOE later gave a copy of that audit to 
the United States Attorney’s Office, and we commenced an investigation. 

 
Our investigation has, for the most part, concluded, and we believe it is now 

appropriate to give notice to you of the results of our investigation.  Enclosed with 
this letter is a redacted report that the United States District Court has authorized 
us to release to you.  We can discuss with you when and under what conditions we 
can give you an unredacted copy.   

 
As you can see from the report, we either prosecuted or signed pre-trial 

diversion agreements with a number of individuals who registered to vote illegally or 
who otherwise falsely claimed that they were citizens in order to register to vote.  We 
also prosecuted 26 individuals who illegally voted in the 2016 election.   

 
Of particular importance to the State Board of Elections is the fact that we did 

not prosecute some of the individuals who illegally registered to vote because they 
gave credible information that they had not lied on the voter registration form (i.e. 
they either left the statement about citizenship blank or affirmatively said they were 
not citizens), but nevertheless were  registered to vote by the BOE.  This appears to 
point out a problem with either training and/or internal controls at the BOE.   



 
Of even more concern, we discovered that when some individuals registered to 

vote through the Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV) “motor voter” process, the 
citizenship questions were pre-populated by the DMV indicating in an attestation 
that the person was a citizen and was eligible to vote.  As a result of this, some 
individuals who were eligible to obtain a driver’s license but not eligible to register to 
vote were nevertheless registered to vote.  In at least some cases, the individual 
reported that, even though they told the DMV that they were not citizens and didn’t 
think they could vote, they were registered anyway. If this is still happening, then it 
is possible that many more individuals are illegally registering to vote because of 
improper training and/or internal controls at the DMV and the BOE. 

 
Finally, it appears that at least some of the individuals that we identified as 

improperly registering to vote are still registered.  If you need help identifying which 
individuals this applies to, please let us know. 

 
We hope this report is helpful to you as you continue to work for safe and honest 

elections in North Carolina.  We are happy to discuss our findings with you in more 
detail, upon your request.   

 
With kindest regards, I am 

 
       Sincerely, 
 

    
 
       G. NORMAN ACKER, III 
                           Acting United States Attorney 
 
 
Attachment: Redacted Report 

CC via Email Only: Special Deputy Attorney General Paul Cox 
         Assistant Attorney General Boz Zellinger 


