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November 5, 2024 Election Protest of Jefferson Griffin 
N.C. Supreme Court Associate Justice, Seat 6

PROTESTOR 

1. Provide your preferred contact information:
Name: Jefferson Griffin   County of Residence: Carteret 
Email: jefferson@jeffersongriffin.com  Phone:  contact counsel _____________ 
Mailing Address:    PO Box 99780 Raleigh, NC 27624 

NOTE: You will be deemed to consent to service at all of the above addresses (including email), unless you 
attach an addendum indicating otherwise. 

2. Are you represented by counsel? x Yes      □ No

NOTE: If you answered Yes, above, your counsel must complete and you must attach the Counsel 
Certification Addendum. 

3. Mark all that describe you:
x Candidate for the office of Seat 6 of the Supreme Court of North Carolina 
□ Registered voter eligible to participate in the protested election contest
□ Neither of the above*

*If you select this option, you are not eligible to file a protest.

PROTEST SCOPE 

4. List all election contests subject to your protest and calculate the margin of votes separating the apparent winner
from the runner-up as of the date of filing. Your response does not waive your right to contest the validity of the
current vote count. If your protest concerns all contests on the ballot, you must include the vote margin for each
contest.

Protested Contest(s) Current Vote Margin 
(subtract runner-up totals from apparent winner's totals) 

N.C. Supreme Court Associate Justice, Seat 6 625 

5. This protest alleges (select at least one):
□ A defect in the manner by which votes were counted or results tabulated sufficient to cast doubt on the apparent

results of the election.
x A violation of election law, irregularity, or misconduct sufficient to cast doubt on the apparent results of the 

election. 

FACTUAL BASIS & LEGAL ARGUMENT 

6. Provide all factual allegations in support of your protest. If any fact you allege is outside the scope of your personal
knowledge, you may attach affidavits from those who have personal knowledge of that fact. All facts you allege in
connection with this protest must be true and accurate to the best of your knowledge, and brought in the sincere belief
that the facts alleged form a good faith basis to protest the conduct and results of the election.

It appears the county board of elections has counted ballots cast by voters who were deceased on election day. 

North Carolina law conditions eligibility to vote upon being alive on the date of the election. N.C.G.S. § 163-
82.1(c)(2). Therefore, a ballot cast by absentee-by-mail or early voting is only valid if the voter is still alive and 
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otherwise eligible to vote on election day. If a person casts a ballot but dies before election day, the ballot should be 
challenged by the board or elections staff. See N.C. State Board of Elections, Reminders for One-Stop and Absentee 
by Mail Challenges (Mar. 2, 2020, updated Nov. 2, 2020).  
 
We have identified voters in the county who appear to have cast a ballot but died before election day. EXHIBIT A is 
an affidavit that includes a list that identifies likely voters that was created from information provided in response to 
public records requests. It appears that some, if not all, of these ballots were accepted, processed, and counted by the 
county board of elections. These actions violate North Carolina law.  
 
7. List all individuals, if any, you may call as witnesses to substantiate facts listed in Prompt 6. If there are multiple 
individuals, summarize the facts of which the individual has personal knowledge. 
 Ryan Bonifay            
              
 
8. Cite any statute or case, administrative rule or decisions, and election policy or procedure that supports your claim 
set out under Prompt 5. 
N.C. Gen. Stat. §§ 163-183-82.1(c)(2), -82.14(b).        
              
  
RELIEF 
  
9. What effect do you believe the facts alleged in response to Prompt 6, if proven, will have on the electoral outcome 
in the protested contest(s)? Your response should account for the current vote margin calculated in response to Prompt 
4. 

□ The electoral outcome of the protested contest(s) will change. 
□ The electoral outcome of the protested contest(s) will not change. 
x I am uncertain whether the outcome of the contest(s) will change. (Due to other pending protests, these votes 
may be determinative of the outcome.) 
□ Other ________________________________________________ 
  

10. What relief do you seek? 
x Correct the vote count 
□ A new election 
□ Other:         

  
ASSISTANCE 
  
11. List all persons who assisted you in preparing the contents of this protest and indicate the nature of the assistance 
provided: 
See Counsel Certification Addendum                 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Note: For protestors represented by an attorney, this protest is the initial filing in a proceeding as defined by N.C. State 
Bar Rules. See 27 N.C.A.C. 02 Rule 1.00(n). 
  
12. Has any candidate, political party, organization, or person acting on behalf of the same requested that you bring 
this protest? 

□ Yes 
x No 

  
13. Have you received any financial or other benefit or promise of future financial or other benefit in exchange for 
filing this protest? 

□ Yes 
x No 



Page 3 of 5 
 

  
AFFECTED PARTIES & SERVICE 
  
You must serve copies of all filings on every person with a direct stake in the outcome of this protest ("Affected 
Parties"). Affected Parties include every candidate seeking nomination or election in the protested contest(s) listed 
under Prompt 4, not only the apparent winner and runner-up. If a protest concerns the eligibility or ineligibility of 
particular voters, all such voters are Affected Parties and must be served. Address information for registered voters is 
available from the county board of elections or using the Voter Lookup at www.ncsbe.gov. 
  
Materials may be served by personal delivery, transmittal through U.S. Mail or commercial carrier service to the 
Affected Party's mailing address of record on file with the county board of elections or the State Board, or by any 
other means affirmatively authorized by the Affected Party. If you know the Affected Party is represented by an 
attorney, service must be made on his or her counsel. Service must occur within one (1) business day of filing materials 
with the county board of elections. If service is by transmittal through the U.S. Mail or commercial carrier service, 
service will be complete when the properly addressed, postage-paid parcel is deposited into the care and custody of 
the U.S. Mail or commercial carrier service. It is your responsibility to ensure service is made on all Affected Parties. 
  
14. List all Affected Parties, including their service address: 
  

Affected Party                                                                                  Service Address 
_ Allison Riggs______________ _                 1001 Wade Ave, Suite 323, Raleigh, NC 27605   
_See list attached to EXHIBIT A__                See list attached to EXHIBIT A     
____________________________                         
____________________________                         
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COUNSEL OF RECORD ADDENDUM 
  

If you answered Yes to Prompt 2 on the above, your attorney must complete this form and you must file it with your 
Election Protest Application. 
  
Attorney Must complete all of the following: 
  
Protestor Name:  Jefferson Griffin                Protestor County: Carteret (candidate challenge) 
Attorney Name:   Craig D. Schauer               
Attorney Email:   cschauer@dowlingfirm.com   Attorney Phone:  919-529-3351   
  

X   I am a member in good standing with the North Carolina State Bar 
□ I am not licensed to practice law in North Carolina but am a member in good standing in 

______________________ (State or District of Columbia), and do hereby apply to appear pro hac vice and certify 
that I have or will file all appropriate documents required under G.S. 84-4.1. 
  
Law Firm:            Dowling PLLC     
Bar Number:        41571   
  
I (choose one) □ am X am not: 
Subject to any order of any court or administrative agency disbarring, suspending, enjoining, restraining, or otherwise 
restricting me in the practice of law. If you are subject to any orders, explain in the space below. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
I represent the Protestor whose name is provided above. I have read and understand the laws governing election 
protests in North Carolina General Statutes Chapter 163 and Title 8 of the N.C. Administrative Code. I swear/attest 
that the information I have provided in this Addendum is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. 
  
_______________________________________                        __11/19/2024____________ 
Attorney Signature                                                                              Date 

 
 



EXHIBIT A 











Attachment 1 



NC DHHS Deceased With Votes - JOHNSTON

CountyID CountyName VRN NCID FullName RemovedReason RemovedDate DeathDate SDR VotedDate VoteStatus SourceType ballot_rtn_status
51 JOHNSTON 1130250 CJ11871 ENNIS, HAROLD EASTWOOD VERIFIED 12/31/1899 10/23/2024 N 10/22/2024 OK EV ACCEPTED
51 JOHNSTON 33254296 CJ232404 CLARK, ANNE ZOE VERIFIED 12/31/1899 11/2/2024 N 10/18/2024 OK ABS ACCEPTED
51 JOHNSTON 2844200 CJ28369 HOUSE, MAVIS CARROLL VERIFIED 12/31/1899 10/23/2024 N 10/10/2024 OK ABS ACCEPTED
51 JOHNSTON 33082495 CJ128459 ELDRED, JAMES ADDISON VERIFIED 12/31/1899 10/27/2024 N 10/18/2024 OK ABS ACCEPTED
51 JOHNSTON 33062284 CJ112707 STEAR, BETTY LOU VERIFIED 12/31/1899 11/5/2024 N 10/23/2024 OK ABS ACCEPTED
51 JOHNSTON 3035877 CJ63701 HORSEMAN, LINDA BOWDEN VERIFIED 12/31/1899 10/31/2024 N 10/25/2024 OK EV ACCEPTED
51 JOHNSTON 474110 CJ4656 STEWART, WILLIAM ALLEN VERIFIED 12/31/1899 10/19/2024 N 10/17/2024 OK ABS ACCEPTED
51 JOHNSTON 33074893 CJ122861 BOKEE, SUZANNE IRENE VERIFIED 12/31/1899 10/28/2024 N 10/22/2024 OK EV ACCEPTED
51 JOHNSTON 33248210 EH1358095 CATE, RUBY JOSEPHINE VERIFIED 12/31/1899 10/23/2024 N 10/17/2024 OK ABS ACCEPTED
51 JOHNSTON 33270036 CJ240693 SHEPARD, SALLY WILLIAMS VERIFIED 12/31/1899 10/30/2024 N 11/1/2024 OK ABS ACCEPTED


