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Stevenson School for Ministry  

Re Orientation Fall Semester 2017 

December 8th and 9th 2017 

Formation through 

Orientation- Disorientation- Reorientation 
(Brueggemann, Spirituality of the Psalms) 

 
Welcome all students; discerners, postulants, candidates, faculty, staff, and facilitators 

Pre-work:   
I. Register, Read the syllabus of the courses you have chosen and bring your questions. 
II. Conversations on gun violence and unholy trinity  
III. Building the learning community of SSFM, consider the ways to deepen community formation.  

Friday /December 8     
11:30   Students Arrive, settle in  
11:55:   Welcome, Prayer and go to Dinner  
12:00     Dinner 
12:40- 2:40 Ways of listening/facilitating/teaching difficult subjects:  Bringing 
Resources to parish life: The Unholy Trinity:  The intersection of racism, poverty 
and gun violence; ways to speak about and engage our congregations to think 
theologically and respond.  
 
CLASSES BEGIN: 
3:00 — Discernment Module III Meeting God’s Call, Baptism 

 Church History I -- The Rev. Canon Dr. Mark Scheneman 
 Prayer Book Studies I – The Rev. Shawn Strout 

 
4:30  Break   
 
5:00  Supper 
 
5:45     Course Work   (Note students and participants may sit in on classes as observers)  

 Discernment Module III Meeting God’s Call, Baptism 
 Ethics I- The Rev. Dr. Kara Slade   

 
 

Location:  Saint Cyril 
Spiritual Center 

Villa Sacred Heart 
580 Railroad Street  

Danville, PA 17821-1698 
Cost $150.00 

 
 

New 
Schedule 
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7:15   COURSE WORK –PREVIEW FOR 2018 SPRING 
AND SUMMER  
 We will offfer highlights of upcoming courses for the 

Spring and Summer that you may consider taking 
personally or using for small groups in your parish.  

 
8:30     Compline  
 
Open free time for fellowship/Course work   
 
Saturday /December 9  
7:15 AM Bible Study  

Mark 1:1-8 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way; 

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight,’” 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going 
out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed 
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He 
proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit.” 

Note: The good news begins with the witness of two prophetic texts from Malachi and 
Isaiah that announce a forerunner who will go before the coming of God's Messiah. A 
messenger of God will go "ahead of you" (Malachi 3:1), one who will: "Prepare the way 
of the Lord, make his paths straight" (Isaiah 40:3). The faith in which God's people have 
lived in Messianic hope serves as the inaugural word, bringing together the anticipation 
and fulfillment times of God's salvation. 
Note from the Greek:  Baptizing and confessing occur at the SAME time 
CONTINUALLY. Not one after the other (imperfect active verb with a present participle 
== concurrent, on-going action).  The people do not confess and then get baptized or the 
other way around.  They are doing both of them. 
 
Living in Messianic Hope this Advent:  

1. How is God’s transformative way working through this passage? What offers 
power and/or authority to the people in this Passage?  



 
 

3 
 

2. Advent is also a story of God’s preparation of us, 
preparing our church to reveal the transformation of the 
world that again will offer hope to those who continue 
to live in desperation – 
 

8:30       Breakfast 
9:00   Course work    
 Discernment Module with Kate Harrigan  
 Theology I –The Rev. Shawn Strout  
 Homiletics I - The Rev. Dr. David Zwifka 

   
10:30     Stretch and break 
 
10:30 Session 4--- Course work – 
 

 New Testament Survey- Dr. Deirdre Good   
 The Deacon’s Path- Jane Miron and Hank Morrow  
 Discernment Module  Kate Harrigan  

      
Noon         Dinner 
 1:00  Whole Group— Essential Qualities, Skills, and Competencies for  
Effective Clergy Leadership and how it affects your ministry with the path you are on.   
Integrative Theological Thinking and Response- 
 
2:30 PM Stretch and Break 
 
2:45:      Whole group-  
1)  Discovery Day, March 3rd and expectations  
2)  How to Form small groups for education and formation  
3) Ideas to prepare Academy Leadership Days and 5 week module electives and 

continuing education for SSFM.  The Three Circles: 
 What do you or would you stake your life on? What is your passion right now?   
 Where do you see paths of hope for the church? 

4) What tools do you need in order to serve at this time of the history of church 
 
4:00 Prepare for Eucharist   
 
4:45     Prayers  
5:00     Supper 
 
5:30 Celebrate Eucharist ----sending out Travel home safely and go with 
Blessings of Love and Support for the Journey.      
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