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A Three-Part Workshop Program 

Facilitator: John Roberto (LifelongFaith Associates) 
 
Goal 
 
Reimagine Faith Formation for the 21st Century explores the vision and practices for 21st century faith 
formation that can guide a congregation in developing faith formation for all ages and generations that 
addresses the diversity of people’s life situations, needs, spiritual hungers, and religious needs. This 
program engages leaders in: 
 

1. Exploring the vision and practices of a new faith forming approach for congregations that:  
• engages all generations—intergenerationally 
• nurtures family faith and equips parents to transmit faith at home 
• addresses the unique needs of age groups—children, youth, and adults 
• develops missional outreach to the unaffiliated and uninvolved, and invites people into 

discipleship and participation in the faith community 
• utilizes online communities and resources, and digitally-enabled strategies for faith 

formation 
2. Creating new models of faith formation for age groups, generations, and families in a 

congregation 
3. Designing online platforms for faith formation that integrate faith formation at church, at home, 

in the community, and online in a comprehensive faith formation network  
4. Developing the skills for curating religious content and experiences for all ages and generations 
5. Utilizing processes for introducing faith formation innovations into the life of a congregation 

 
Resources 
 
Book: Reimagining Faith Formation for the 21st Century. John Roberto. LifelongFaith Associates, 2015. 

(required) 
Website: www.ReimagineFaithFormation.com (LifelongFaith Associates) 
 
Program 
 
Program 1: Vision & Strategies for 21st Century Faith Formation (January 21, 2017) 

The first workshop explores the vision and key practices for 21st century faith formation that can 
guide a church in developing faith formation for all ages and generations that address the diversity 
of people’s life situations, needs, spiritual hungers, and religious needs. Every congregation in the 
U.S. faces tremendous challenges in forming the faith of all ages and generations. Congregations 
need a comprehensive approach that includes five interconnected components: intergenerational 



	 2	

relationships and faith experiences at church, lifelong faith formation from childhood through 
adulthood, family faith formation at home, missional faith formation to the uninvolved and 
unaffiliated, and online and digitally-enabled faith formation to reach everyone. Through examples 
and illustrations congregations can envision how to strengthen intergenerational community, 
promote lifelong faith growth, engage families, reach the uninvolved and unaffiliated, and use 
digitally-enabled approaches to reach everyone.  

 
Homework – Research in the Congregation 
 
Online Webinar 
Program 2: Designing 21st Century Faith Formation for All Ages and Generations (March 18, 2017) 

The second workshop guides leaders in designing faith formation for age groups, families, and/or 
the whole faith community, using the principles and practices of 21st century faith formation. Leaders 
will learn how to use online content and digital tools to extend and expand faith formation at church, 
engage families at home in faith practices, create online faith formation, and reach the uninvolved 
and unaffiliated in your community. The workshop introduces the practices of developing digitally 
enabled and digitally connected faith formation, and explores how to use blended models of faith 
formation that incorporate physical gatherings and online programming. Leaders will begin building 
a website platform for faith formation.  

 
Homework: Designing a Faith Formation Plan  
 
Program 3: Implementing a Faith Formation Plan in the Congregation (May 6, 2017) 

The third workshop guides leaders in designing a digital platform that incorporates a variety of 
programs, activities, and resources using a variety of learning models at church, at home, in the 
community, and online. Leaders will learn how to curate digital resources for faith formation and 
utilize these resources on their faith formation website. The third workshop also guides leaders in 
introducing innovation into church life and in developing an implementation plan for new 
approaches to faith formation. 

 
Online Webinar 
 
 

About the Instructor 
 
John Roberto is President of LifelongFaith Associates and works as a consultant to churches and 
national organizations, teaches courses and conducts workshops in faith formation, and has authored 
books and program manuals in faith formation. His latest publications include Families at the Center of 
Faith Formation (editor and co-author, 2016), Seasons of Adult Faith Formation (editor and co-author, 2015), 
Reimagining Faith Formation for the 21st Century (2015), Generations Together (co-authored, 2014), Faith 
Formation 2020 (2010), and Becoming a Church of Lifelong Learners (2006).  
 


