
CARE OF CREATION 
 
Resolved, the 148th Convention of the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania, in response to the work 
of the 79th General Convention of the Episcopal Church on the Environment and Care of 
Creation, and in response to the Presiding Bishop’s Joint Session Conversation on Care of 
Creation, encourage the Diocese, congregations, and schools and institutions in the Diocese to 
explore and adopt ways to transform our individual and communal lives towards sustainability 
and creation care; and be it further 
 
Resolved that the Council of Trustees form an Environmental Stewardship Committee; and be it 
further  
 
Resolved that the 148th Convention of the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania request the 
Standing Committee on Program, Budget and Finance to consider a budget allocation of $2000 
for the implementation of this resolution.  
 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
EXPLANATION 
The following are resolutions from the 79th General Convention concerning Care of Creation, 
advocacy, practice, and funding sources: 
 
C008 Advocacy for Creation Care 
Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That the 79th General Convention in keeping 
with the House of Bishops’ 2011 commitment to combat climate change urge that the 
members of The Episcopal Church strive to transform our individual and communal lives 
towards sustainability; and be it further 

Resolved, That Episcopalians be encouraged to use a web-based tool to support healthy, 
sustainable choices; and be it further 

Resolved, That the General Convention request that the Joint Standing Committee on Program, 
Budget and Finance allocate $30,000 to be devoted over the triennium 2019-2021 to make a 
web-based carbon tracking tool such as “Sustaining Earth, Our Island Home” available to all 
Episcopalians. 

EXPLANATION 

We acknowledge the important economic contribution many people have made by working in 
the fossil fuel industry, while we also recognize that there is an important shift toward 
renewable energy which will protect God’s good creation. Supporting this shift is part of the 
Church’s call to being part of the Jesus Movement in the world and; 



Climate change is recognized as a human made threat to all God’s creation, including people, 
creatures and the entire created order, while particularly placing unjust and inequitable 
burdens and stresses on Native Peoples, poor communities and people of color. 

“From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, ‘Receive the new mind appropriate to this 
moment, for the Beloved Community is at hand.” Matthew 4:17 with 

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds.” 
Romans 12:2 

Ethicist Larry Rasmussen has said that the most difficult transformation that humanity has ever 
faced is the shift from an industrial culture, based on extractive practices and objectification, to 
a sustainable, integrated life. Christians, since the earliest days of our faith have recognized the 
value, even the necessity of spiritual practice in order to receive the new life God desires for us. 

The Episcopal Diocese of California has been at work in developing a web-based carbon tracking 
tool that has been designed to allow individual Episcopalians to make healthy life choices that 
support a sustainable life. The stakes for successfully accomplishing this work are particularly 
high for Native Peoples, members of subsistence cultures, and communities of the poor. Like 
popular applications that help people track what they eat and their exercise, this web-based 
carbon tracking tool will help Episcopalians live into their commitments to sustainability. 

Called “Sustaining Earth, Our Island Home,” the new web-based carbon tracking tool can be 
previewed at www.diocal.org/climate One feature of this web-based tool it allows 
Episcopalians to support each other’s commitments. With this tool one can track not only how 
he or she is living into sustainable life commitments, but also to see how the congregation, 
Episcopal institution, diocese, and the whole Episcopal Church is moving forward towards 
transformation. Another feature of “Sustaining Earth, Our Island Home” is that it will be 
available across the Church – both the United States and in the countries and territories of the 
Episcopal Church outside the United States. 

“Sustaining Earth, Our Island Home” will be fully functional in the Spring of 2019. Data about 
local energy costs, for instance, is being loaded for the diverse geographic and political areas of 
the Episcopal Church. Such background data will make “Sustaining Earth, Our Island Home” 
more user-friendly, as compared with needing to look this up oneself. The initial cost of 
development and adaptation, up to the Spring 2019 launch is being borne by the Diocese of 
California, several parishes of the diocese, and by individual Episcopalians within and outside 
the diocese. The requested $30,000 for the triennium 2019-2021 will ensure that the 
background data will be kept fresh and up-to-date, and will provide “Sustaining Earth, Our 
Island Home” without cost to users. 

D053 Stewardship of Creation with Church-Owned Land 
Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That the 79th General Convention 
recommends that all dioceses, faith communities and institutions create partnerships enabling 



the use of church-owned land for regenerative agriculture and biodiversity conservation 
projects in order to sequester carbon and to mitigate climate change; and be it further 

Resolved, That the General Convention direct the Executive Council to appoint a body to gather 
information from the Church Pension Group, dioceses and other sources in order to create an 
inventory of all church-owned properties; and be it further 

Resolved, That the General Convention requests that each Diocese consider the potential for 
utilization of church-owned property for new ministries integrating the care of Creation, 
particularly in situations where properties are no longer regularly utilized; and be it further 

Resolved, That the body appointed by Executive Council develop model processes by which 
dioceses, faith communities and institutions may collaborate with partner agencies to care for 
creation and sequester carbon through regenerative agriculture, biodiversity conservation, 
green burial, and habitat restoration; and be it further 

Resolved, That the appointed body report back to the 80th General Convention. 

A009 Creating Greening Loans 
Resolved, the House of _______ concurring, That the 79th General Convention affirm the vital 
witness of the Church to the effects of human-caused climate change as part of our witness as 
modern Christians and our concern for all who come after us, as we enact our Baptismal 
Covenant to “persevere in resisting evil” and “strive for justice and peace among all people,” 
and that the energy-inefficiency of our houses of worship undermine our ability to provide this 
witness; and be it further 

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention recognize that the energy inefficiency of aging 
physical plants and the financial realities of parish budgets make it difficult for parishes to 
afford energy audits and to update their buildings to renewable and efficiency; and be it further 

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention direct the Presiding Bishop’s office, with the input 
of the Episcopal Church Building Fund, to establish a mechanism to support the greening of 
Episcopal churches through low-interest loans or grants and that $500,000 be allocated to meet 
these goals in the 2019-2021 triennium, and that the Presiding Bishop’s Office present a status 
report to the 80th General Convention. 

A010 The Planting of "Paris Groves" 
Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That the 79th General Convention affirm the 
importance of Episcopal Schools, Camps and Conference Centers in educating generations of 
Episcopalians, especially in matters of stewardship and relationship with Creation; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That the General Convention, recognizing the timely importance of these 
conversations, commend all Episcopal Schools, Camp and Conference Centers, or other church-



owned properties in making environmental stewardship and care of creation key components 
of formation in the 2019-2021 triennium; and be it further 

Resolved, That the General Convention, as part of The Episcopal Church’s response to stand 
with international partners in affirming the Paris Climate Accord, commend each of the eighty-
five (85) camp and conference centers in the Episcopal Church to establish “Paris Groves,” 
plantings of trees at the camp and conference centers or other church-owned properties that 
will serve as a visible witness to the significance of the Paris Accord and do the practical work of 
sequestration of carbon from the atmosphere; and be it further 

Resolved, that each camp and conference center determine both the tree species and 
appropriate timing for their ecosystem and plant those species; and be it further 

Resolved, that each Episcopalian be encouraged to donate for the establishment of Paris Groves 
or the maintenance of an existing forest; and be it further 

Resolved, that the General Convention invite each Confirmand, person received into the 
Episcopal Church and each person reaffirming his or her Baptismal vows to plant a tree in 
gratitude and to cherish the wondrous works of God and protect and restore the beauty and 
integrity of all creation. 

A018 Episcopalians Participating in Paris Climate Agreement 
Resolved, the House of Deputies concurring, That the 79th General Convention recognize that 
there is an important shift toward renewable energy which will help protect God's good 
creation. Supporting this shift is part of the Church's call to being part of The Jesus Movement 
in the world; and be it further 

Resolved, That climate change be recognized as a human-made threat to all God's people, 
creatures and the entire created order, while particularly placing unjust and inequitable 
burdens and stresses on native peoples, those displaced by environmental change, poor 
communities and people of color; and be it further 

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention adopt the House of Bishops’ 2011 Pastoral 
Teaching on the Environment* commitment as the official position of the church; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That through our ongoing role as observers at the United Nations, we will continue to 
fully and completely "advocate for a fair, ambitious, and binding climate treaty,” and 
participate in future meetings of the Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change as an active, faithful and engaged voice for all of God's good 
earth; and be it further 

Resolved, That as individuals and communities of faith, The Episcopal Church set an example, in 
the spirit of the Paris Climate Accord, by making intentional decisions about living lightly and 



gently on God’s good earth, for example, through energy conservation, renewable energy, 
sustainable food practices and gardening; and be it further 

Resolved, That dioceses, communities of faith and individuals committing to the Paris Climate 
Accord consider reporting on their commitments, actions and successes to the Executive 
Council. 

*https://www.episcopalchurch.org/posts/publicaffairs/episcopal-church-house-bishops-issues-
pastoral-teaching 
 

Submitted by The Rev. Canon Kate Harrigan on behalf of the Members of the General 
Convention Deputation 


	CARE OF CREATION
	Resolved, the 148th Convention of the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania, in response to the work of the 79th General Convention of the Episcopal Church on the Environment and Care of Creation, and in response to the Presiding Bishop’s Joint Session Conv...
	Resolved that the Council of Trustees form an Environmental Stewardship Committee; and be it further
	Resolved that the 148th Convention of the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania request the Standing Committee on Program, Budget and Finance to consider a budget allocation of $2000 for the implementation of this resolution.
	+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
	EXPLANATION
	The following are resolutions from the 79th General Convention concerning Care of Creation, advocacy, practice, and funding sources:
	C008 Advocacy for Creation Care
	D053 Stewardship of Creation with Church-Owned Land
	A009 Creating Greening Loans
	A010 The Planting of "Paris Groves"
	A018 Episcopalians Participating in Paris Climate Agreement

