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2018 began the new curriculum scope and sequence for certificate in the ministry of the 
diaconate and the certificate in the ministry of priesthood, for all new incoming students which 
resulted in our new Trimester Design:   
Spring Semester  February 16 &17 to May 11 & 12, 2018 
Summer semester June 2 to August 11, 2018   
Fall Semester  October 13 & 14 to December 15 & 16, 2018  
 
Enrollment Spring Semester 2018---Enrollment including Diocese of Bethlehem students. 

Certificate for the ministry of deacon:  6 students  
Certificate for the ministry of Priest:       8 students 
Discernment Modules:                6 students  
Lay Catechist                 2 students 
Lay Worship Leader                                 3 students  

 
One new course.  The Deacon’s in Action, was available in the spring semester 2018 to those 

who are ready for field placement.  The spring semester will lead into field placement during 

the summer semester.  We have three students enrolled. 

 
March 3rd:  Discovery Day, 4 members of the COM and 3 SSFM faculty and dean gathered with 

Bishop Scanlan and 11 folks interested in understanding “call”.  They gathered, bringing their 

discernment questions and academic standards questions from all those who are considering a 

call or are inquiring (for lay and ordained vocations).  

 

Summer of 2018  

1. Working in collaboration with Lancaster Theological Seminary--The Stevenson School 

for Ministry will be offering a joint certificate in Anglican Studies with Lancaster 

Theological Seminary, hopefully beginning fall 2018.  

2. We have four new students to begin the new summer semester cohort who are starting 
their vocation discernment and journey through our new two year scope and sequence 
for the certificate for the ministry of deacon and the new four year scope and sequence 
for the certificate for the ministry of worker priest: 
Certificate for the ministry of deacon:     2 students  
Certificate for the ministry of priest:       2 students  
Discernment Modules:                           6 new students  

 
3. We offered four courses, two tutorials, and two discernment courses with a total of 41 

students participating in our first summer semester.  
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4. Shawn Strout, our Associate Dean for Academic Affairs spent the summer changing our 
learning platform from Moodle to Populi.  This new learning platform will offer 
registration, on line courses as well as transcripts all in one place.  

 

 

Vital and Effective Leadership Institute for newly ordained and new clergy to the diocese  

Presently there are 8 participants, with three more joining us in October 2018. This colleague 

and learning opportunity is offered at no cost to the clergy.  

ELCA collaboration John Roberto and Vibrant Faith participation at a lesser registration fee—
SSFM presently has two students participating in the lay catechist program. 

Summer collaboration included the ELCA choosing SSFM learning platform for its parish life 
courses.  We began this summer with 15 students taking The Spiritual Practices course.  
 
We held three SSFM Board Meetings, with The Rev. Canon David Lovelace as Chair.  We 
developed and continued to work with a strategic plan that places intentionality upon the need 
for financial growth as well as formational growth in parish life to live into our three year 
strategic plan.  We are focusing on four teams:  Financial, Marketing, Curriculum and Cross 
Generational.  Check out our web page for more information https://diocesecpa.org/ssfm/  
 
Fall Semester 2018 preparation includes  

1. New branding in support of The Way of Love as the Way of Life, responding to the work 
of General Convention and to support the formational needs of 2019 mission and focus 
of the diocese from Bishop Scanlan.   

2. We also began the development of a new podcast course for Spring Semester 2019.   
3. We have welcomed one new faculty, Dr. Joshua Davis, who will teach the Intro to 

Theology Course, Joshua is the Dean of the diocesan school for ministry in the Diocese 
of Alabama.   

4. We are so blessed to have a part time consultant for development, Deacon Marsha 
Roscoe from the ELCA, Lower Susquehanna Synod, to support our communication and 
web needs as we continue to grow and change.  

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
The Very Rev. Robyn Szoke-Coolidge, Dean of the Stevenson School for Ministry   


