
Every 60 days, eleven-year-old Tanika Rodrigues fills her backpack with 150 copies 
of The Upper Room daily devotional guide and walks to school through the streets of 

Eldorado Park, passing graffiti, broken windows, and security fences. Once there, she shares 
copies with her teachers and others who hunger for words of inspiration.

An estimated 750 people in Eldorado Park, South Africa, are sustained spiritually through the daily meditations 
of The Upper Room because of this young girl’s mission. When Tanika was five years old, her grandmother read the 
devotional guide with her for the first time. Afterward, Tanika decided to give a copy to her teacher.

Soon other teachers and parents expressed interest in the daily guide, so Tanika asked her grandmother if she 
could have more copies to share. The staff of Africa Upper Room Ministries in Johannesburg was delighted by this 
young evangelist and began to provide a regular supply of devotionals for Tanika. 

In Africa, family and neighbors customarily share copies of magazines and books. At least five people read each 
copy that Tanika delivers. 

Tanika’s Story: A Backpack Full of Hope
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“My favorite thing to do is give 
out The Upper Room,” says 
11-year-old Tanika of Eldorado 
Park, South Africa.
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Publications  
The Upper Room daily devotional guide 
El Aposento Alto 
Weavings 
Alive Now 
devozine 
Pockets
Fresh Air Books
Upper Room Books 

Programs  
Walk to Emmaus 
Chrysalis 
Academy for Spiritual Formation  
Living Prayer Center 
Chapel & Museum
International Ministries

Electronic Publishing  
www.UpperRoom.org
The Upper Room mobile app 
E-courses

The Upper Room relies on income from product sales and 
generous support of donors to cover all ministry expenses. 

See inside for more information about various giving options.
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Giving The Upper 
Room is one of Tanika’s 
favorite things to do. “It 
teaches about God and 
gives a prayer for the day.”

In 2002, Africa 
Upper Room Ministries 
opened an office in 
Johannesburg, when 
Roland Rink, a South 
African businessman, felt 
led to organize Upper 
Room programs and 
expand circulation of The Upper Room in his part of the world. Now Rink 
coordinates these efforts from within the continent and envisions a time 
when Africa Upper Room Ministries can sustain itself.

Today, The Upper Room is distributed in over 100 countries and in 40 
languages around the world. In Africa, it is distributed in five languages: 
English, French, Portuguese, Kiswahili, and Zulu. Every day, millions of 
people are reading the same meditation and praying the same prayer.

Your prayer and financial support is valued. Please join the staff and 
volunteers of Africa Upper Room Ministries as they impact communities 
across Africa, including Eldorado Park.   

To give to Africa Upper Room Ministries, 
visit www.UpperRoom.org/GIFT or use the 
enclosed envelope.     Where Most Needed 

Donate to The Upper Room general 
fund. Your gift will be used in the 
ministry or program area where 
additional support is most needed.

Web and Email Ministry
Contribute to the digital distribution 
of The Upper Room, a service that 
reaches thousands of online readers 
each day.

Chaplains
Help provide over 60,000 free copies 
of each issue of The Upper Room 
daily devotional guide to military and 
prison chaplains.

Tanika’s Story
continued from page 2

SHARE THE STORY:
• Watch a video about Tanika
• Download fun puzzle pages for kids about Tanika
• Download bulletin inserts for your church
www.UpperRoom.org/SHAREtheSTORY

Ubuntu is an African concept that emphasizes connectivity, dependency, and unity: an 
important theme for The Upper Room.

 In the spirit of ubuntu, the small statue pictured here was presented to Rev. Karen 
Greenwaldt (General Secretary of the General Board of Discipleship) and Sarah Wilke 

(Publisher of The Upper Room) at the Upper Room family reunion in South Africa last 
August. The gathering was one of three such events  in 2011 where Upper Room publishing 
and ministry representatives in various regions met to pray, celebrate, and explore new 
opportunities for ministry.

The region southwest of Johannesburg is 
known for a high crime rate and civil unrest. 
Nearby Soweto was the site of the 2010 
World Cup but is best known for the Soweto 
Uprising decades ago. On June 16, 1976, 
crowds of students protesting apartheid 
filled the streets. Police fired guns at the 
demonstrators and the ensuing eruption of 
violence killed both black and white South 
Africans.

Eldorado Park, a lesser-known and 
smaller township in the region has had 
struggles of its own. Throughout—and 
since—apartheid, Eldorado Park has had 
one of the highest suicide rates and drug 
problems in the country. Historically, 
Eldorado Park has been home to mixed 
races, those who did not easily fit in other 
segregated, predominantly white or 
predominantly black communities. One 
South African describes it as the “forgotten 
township.” 

In 1994, apartheid officially ended; 
children like Tanika are too young to 
remember South Africa under an oppressive 
and segregationist rule. It is a new South 
Africa, but poor, urban communities like 
Eldorado Park—though free—still struggle 
economically and spiritually.  Their people 
are hungry for hope.

more about 
eldorado park 

Ubuntu: “I am, because you are.” 

Gift cataloG 
Consider giving to one of these ministries . . . 

Africa Upper Room Ministries
Equip Africa Upper Room Ministries 
to increase magazine distribution 
across the African continent.

Living Prayer Center
Support the prayer center as each 
day, volunteers and staff answer over 
700 phone calls and thousands of 
emails requesting prayer.

International Editions
Give to the global distribution and 
translations of The Upper Room daily 
devotional guide.

Will you leave a legacy that brings Christ to a suffering world?
Leaving a gift to The Upper Room in your will is one of the most valuable ways you can support us and leave a lasting 
impact on the world. Call Beth Wakefield at 877-899-2780, ext. 7212 or email bwakefield@upperroom.org.

Visit www.UpperRoom.org/GIFT 
or reply using the enclosed envelope.

The Upper Room relies on income from product sales and the generous support of donors to cover all 
ministry expenses. We receive no apportioned funds from the United Methodist Church or any other 
denomination. Donations are needed each year so The Upper Room can continue to help people around the 
globe experience God more fully.

ministry areas
of the upper room

We value your support! 


