
Vid12-WPAddPlugins 

 

This video will show you how to add functionality and some cool features to your 

WordPress website by way of adding what’s called plug-ins. 

 

We log in to our dashboard area and you can do that by putting your URL to your 

website in the browser bar and then typing forward slash WP-Admin and if you’re not 

already logged in then it will prompt you to log in by popping up a little box here and 

ask for your username and password. Enter those two details and then you’ll end up 

here.  

 

At this point, we come over here to plug-ins, go to installed plug-ins. This will show 

you all the currently installed plug-ins and as in this case, if there are new versions 

available, at which case you get update now. I will go ahead and make it a point to 

keep all of your plug-ins, all of your themes, even your core installation fully up to 

date. It’s just a good practice to get it. Now these are your current list of plug-ins, at 

this case my current list of plug-ins. If you wanted to activate these plug-ins or if you 

want to edit them until you’re really familiar with what you’re doing with these 

programs, I would not mess with that or you can also delete the plug-ins because even 

by editing the plug-in, it can in fact damage your entire site so you want to be worried 

with that little link right there.  

 

Now if you want to add new plug-ins which is kind of the gist of this video, come on 

up here to add new or over here on the plug-in sub panel, you can click on add new 

here and then it will take you to the same place which is here and you can see the 

links to the popular tags here. This can give you an idea to what a lot of other people 

are adding to their WordPress website by way of plug-ins related to Facebook or 

Google or images or Twitter and widgets and so on of if you got something specific in 

mind, maybe you read an article somewhere about this particular plug-in or that 

particular plug-in, you can type it in here, click on search plug-ins and it will go to 

what’s called the WordPress.org plug-in repository. A little heads up here, there are 

literally thousands of plug-ins in the market. Some are better than others; however 

there are a few that you would probably want to steer away from. To be on the safe 

side when you’re first starting out, you really want to stick in the plug-ins that can be 



found inside the WordPress.org plug in repository. If not, then you want to be a little 

careful. Now that being said, there’s a lot of premium that’s being paid for plug-ins 

that are fine and dandy that will not be found in the WordPress.org repository because 

all of those plug-ins are free. The ones that I’m referring to, to be weary of are the free 

plug-ins that are not found in the WordPress plug-in repository because those pug-ins 

might have some bad code installed on them that once installed on your website, that 

creator, that plug-in creator might now have a back door access to the inside of your 

website and may not have good intentions. You want to be weary of getting free plug-

ins outside of WordPress.org.  

 

All that said, I’m off my self box now, let’s go ahead and check out these options. 

Upload is where you can upload a plug-in zip file that’s already been downloaded to 

your computer. Featured, popular, newest and favourite, these are all taking you 

directly to the WordPress.org repository or plug-in directory as I guess it’s also called 

but in doing so from within your website so you’re never leaving the comfort of your 

website. Let’s try featured and inside here you can see some of the featured plug-ins 

and here you can get the ratings, you can get a bit of the description of that particular 

plug-in but to install one of these plug ins, you just simply click on install now and it 

will give you a little message here warning you “are you sure you want to do this” 

which is cool because that way it gives you a chance to back out if you don’t want to. 

You just click on okay and at this point the plug-in is being installed but it’s not active 

on your site yet. We go back here to plug-in installer and if we go to install plug-ins 

because there’s a difference between an installed plug-in and an activated functioning 

plug in. Right now this guy is installed in our WordPress website but it’s not active. 

To activate it, you just click on activate right here and that’s good or you can select it 

and click on delete and you’ll get this option here to make sure that you do want to 

delete it. Click on yes or no and now you’re back to where you were. That’s an 

explanation on how you can add additional features and functionality to your 

WordPress website by installing and activating plug-ins.         


