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Hello and welcome to the introduction to cPanel. cPanel is a graphical web-based, 

web hosting control panel designed to simplify administration of websites. You might 

even hear the term GUI’s from time to time to describe cPanel and basically that just 

stands for graphical user interface. All that stuff means is that cPanel has a bunch of 

easy to recognize images to show off the different applications. We’re going to check 

this out in a second.  

 

I’m going to guess that you already have a domain name and a web hosting account 

and that web hosting account offers cPanel and not plesk or some other type of 

custom control panel. You can access your cPanel control panel a couple of different 

ways but you’re going to need to go to your browser and in this instance you’re going 

to enter your domain name forward slash cPanel, that’s c-p-a-n-e-l and then we’re 

going to log in with the username and password that was sent to us by our web 

hosting company in that first email we got when we bought that service. 

 

Let’s go ahead and do that first. Now I got two different tabs here because these two 

tabs represent two different web hosting companies that I use and that’s going to 

demonstrate the different look or the different applications available depending upon 

the web hosting company that you use. In this case we got our domain name in there, 

forward slash, you think I’ve done this before, and then type in c-p-a-n-e-l and had I 

not just logged in earlier, I would have been presented with a log in box. I’m going to 

go ahead and log out like this. In this case I would enter the username and password 

that I received in that initial email from the web hosting service. 

 

As you can see here in the browser bar we’ve got this little pad lock and https, that 

signifies that we are logged in securely. Let’s do the same thing over here and a 

different way to log in is you type in the domain name in the browser bar like we’ve 

got there and instead of a forward slash and cpanel, we put a colon; that’s the two dots 

and then a number – either 2082, that’s the unsecured log in or 2083 like this and 

that’s the secure log in method. Let’s try the 2082 and we’re presented with a box and 

even this one looks different than the box presented to us on that other company and 

here we are. Another thing in addition to being logged in not securely, which is fine 



for the most part, we’re also left with our domain name in the browser bar, whereas 

with this one here that’s logged in, or in this case we’re not logged in but if we’re 

logged in securely it would have the server name instead of the domain name in the 

browser bar. 

 

Let’s go ahead and log out here and I’ll show you what I’m talking about. It’s 2083, 

I’m presented with the log in box, we put the username and the password, log in and 

here we are with the pad lock and the https and the server name no longer showing the 

domain name. Those are the different ways in which you can log in. Another way 

which really isn’t a way that’s used very often, at least by me, and that is by using the 

IP address that is initially given to you when you first sign up with that hosting 

account because whenever you first sign up with the hosting account, you’re 

providing them for the most part with a domain name that they can then attach to that 

hosting account. Instead of that domain name being immediately accessible to that 

hosting account, because it’s going to propagate as they call it through the internet 

first which can take a couple of days or so, instead of waiting for that they give you, 

they being the hosting company, give you an IP address that you can use to log in. No 

matter how you log in, you’re going to be presented with the same home page, the 

same interface and what’s going to be different though whether you’re log in securely 

or not, let’s go ahead and log in here, whether you’re logged in not securely or 

securely, you’re going to be presented with the same front page; the same interface. 

 

What’s going to be different though is the applications available, again depending 

upon the web hosting service you’re using. For example, just have a quick glance if I 

toggle back and forth between the two, you see one difference is right in here where 

on this account I’m given this particular application, R1-soft restore back-ups and 

that’s not available on this one but on this one I’ve got anonymous FTP but not on 

this one; no anonymous FTP on this one. 

 

Again it just depends, the thing though is that if you see an application or you 

encounter an application either through this video or another video or some other 

means and something that you might be interested in using, simply contact your web 

hosting company and tell them. What’s the worst that’s going to happen? They’re 

going to say no but a similarity between cPanels, no matter what hosting account 



you’re going to have is the set-up. You’re going to have different panels with these 

different applications here. On the left side you’re going to have a column of 

information, the stats and you’re going to have frequently accessed areas which you 

can zip to by just clicking on the links here. These are the areas that I’ve been 

frequently accessing and you can do a search here and there might be some notices in 

here too. Basically I find this more of an advertising area than anything else for the 

web hosting company. But under the stats here, be familiarized with what is available 

here because in some scripts that you’re going to use, they might require you to know 

the path to send mail or the path to pearl so at least now you know where it is, you 

may not have to ever know what it is but at least now you know where it is in case 

you need to know. You can clamp those stats which is usually the case by default.  

 

Over here under the different panels you got, you can drag these back and forth to 

your own personal preference. Speaking of preferences, if you find that you never use 

this one, stick that probably down the very bottom; put the one more frequently 

accessed panels closer to the top – just for convenience, just for personal taste. It’s 

totally up to you and you can clasp these guys just to get them out of the way. That’s 

going to bring us to the end of this video on an introduction to cPanel. Thank you very 

much for watching and you have a great day.  

 

       


