
In order to create HTML pages, you will need at least two things. A browser to view your 

creations in and an editor to create them with in the first place. This video is going to 

cover the editor part of those two items. When it comes to choosing and using an editor 

for your HTML pages, you have got a boatload to pick from as demonstrated here in this 

Google search results page for HTML editor. There is a little over 1 billion options to 

choose from. Of these 1+ billion options, you have free and you have got paid ones. One 

of the more popular and expensive editors is Dreamweaver which I believe a few years 

back was purchased by Adobe, which are the folks who make Photoshop and a few other 

programs. If you already have Dreamweaver or any other HTML editor, then good for 

you. You are already set. If you do not have an HTML editor, then I suggest do not go out 

and buy one until you reach that level of web design expertise where you actually need it. 

And by then, hopefully, you will have plenty of money laying around where you can 

afford it. You can get a bunch done with just a free notepad that comes installed on your 

computer. But it lacks a whole bunch of helpful items that you can get with some of these 

other free options like Notepad++, KompoZer, or my new favorite Komodo. Now if we 

check out Notepad++ or Komodo, these are both fantastic in their own right, but they 

both require you to have some type of coding background, to have some idea as to what 

the codes mean that will eventually produce a given effect like larger text or colored 

background, and so on. But with Notepad++ at least what it gives you is what is called a 

colored syntax work, where with your default notepad program on your computer, it does 

not color-code anything. But in both instances though, you will have to have some idea or 

some background in coding to know what the eventual display will look like.  

 

Likewise with Komodo, you have to have some kind of background in coding for you to 

be able to know what the eventual display is going to look like. But it has got a whole lot 

of cool features that something like Notepad++ does not have. Now with Komodo, they 

do have a paid option. I think it is a little under 300 bucks. You do not need it. Everything 

that you need to get started with, you can get with the free version. And with KompoZer, 

you can get this at kompozer.net. And by the way, Komodo, you can get this at 

activestate.com/komodo-edit. And with Notepad++, notepad-plus-plus.org. And with 

Komposer, it is Komposer.net.  

 

Now the big difference here between KompoZer and these other two is that KompoZer, 

like Dreamweaver is what is called a WYSIWYG editor. That stands for what you see is 

what you get. And this comes in really handy if you know nothing at all about coding. 

Because with a WYSIWYG editor, you are able to just type into the editor box what you 

want and with a couple of clicks of some formatting buttons, you can have that text or 

that image do a lot of cool stuff. And in the background, the program itself, in this 

example, KompoZer is creating all the code that the browser will need to be able to 

decipher and display the way you want it to.  

 

Let me show you what I am talking about. By the way, while I am in my browser, let me 

also point out that at Wikipedia, if you do a search for HTML editor from wikipedia.org, 

you will end up on this page here and gives you a whole lot of information about HTML 

editors in general and the different types, whether it is a text editor, object editor, 

WYSIWYG editor, or WYSIWIM editor. And down at the bottom of the page gives you a 



list of a bunch of different editors, be it open source, that is free, or freeware, which is 

kind of free. And then you go into the commercial software like with the Adobe 

Dreamweaver or CoffeeCup, or if you are a Mac user Coda and Freeway. So be sure and 

check these out too.  

 

Let us go ahead and open up Notepad++. And as you can see here, this is the HTML 5, 

page that I have got in my work folder here. And there is really not much to it, but it does 

have the colors of the various elements within the HTML page, such as the tags and the 

attributes and the properties and values are a little bit different in their colors. So it does 

help you if you have some background knowledge in coding. Now if you open up the 

same page and... By the way, with KompoZer, I have got a setup by default to throw up a  

tip of the day. So you can scroll through here. We can shut it off altogether, but it does 

give you some additional insight as to what is going on with KompoZer.  

 

Let me go ahead and open up that same document here. And we have got a couple of 

different looks. This is the actual preview of what it will look like the most part on a 

browser. Or you can go to the source code and it will show you what the code looks like. 

Or one of the cool things with KompoZer, and with Dreamweaver for that matter, is that 

you can also do a split screen where you can see both the browser preview and the code 

preview at the same time, so you can make whatever changes you want here in the code 

area or here in the preview area, and the same change will take place here as soon as you 

make the save.  

 

Now one of the other benefits behind a WYSIWYG editor, in this case anyway, is you 

have got a lot of additional options like adding in CSS or a spell check. And some of 

these items you will also find in Notepad++.  

 

And let me go and open up Komodo and I will show you what that looks like. And we 

will click on No. And there is a whole lot of options you can work with here within 

Komodo it populates 05:39 here. You have got some current news. You can purchase the 

premium version here if you wish. You can check out recent files you have been working 

on, or recent templates you have been working on. Or you can create new file or new 

projects right from this window or from up here in the menu items, you can choose File, 

go to New, and choose from a new file or a file from a template that preexists within 

Komodo. Let us go ahead and do that. And you can see here the various languages you 

can choose from with these templates, from XML all the way up to C/C++, or in this 

example, HTML 5. Click on open. It opens up a pre-populated HTML 5 document. You 

can tell because of the HTML 5 declaration here. You give it a page title, add whatever 

content that you want, and let me just show you this too. As I start typing here with 

various tags, it gives me this little pop-up window here where it can help me complete 

some of these tasks. For example, if I want to put in a paragraph opening and closing tag, 

I hit my return key and boom, it automatically finishes up the opening and automatically 

adds the closing tag. I put in some text. Come up here and save. And given it a name. I 

will just leave it that for the time being. Then I have this feature here that is no longer 

grayed out. I reckon actually preview my work inside of the Komodo tab which basically 

just opens up a window down here, or in any installed browsers that I already have. You 



can also come over here to Edit and go into Preferences and set your default colors or 

fonts, adjust your work environment, all kinds of cool stuff, and again, you cannot beat 

the price for Komodo, Notepad++ or KompoZer. And that is going to bring us to the end 

of this video on Introduction to HTML Editors. Thanks for watching and you have a great 

day. 


