
In most webhosting servers, you are able to view and edit what are called the hidden files.  Kind of like 

your .ht access file and other files that begin with a dot.  See, these are very important files and by 

default, they’re hidden from not just you, the site owner but more importantly, they’re hidden from all 

the web browsers and those people that would want to do harm to your websites, you know, the 

hackers.  But FileZilla has a feature that in most cases, can force the hidden file to be shown. 

Here, let’s go ahead and open up FileZilla and login to the servers so I can show you.  Let’s use the quick 

connect.  Mine is already set up to show the hidden files and that’s these guys here.  They all begin with 

the dot and more importantly, the dot ht access file and you may see other ones in your website’s root 

directory but for the most part, this is the guy here that you would want to be doing some editing to and 

of course you want to be able to see it to do that.  Now, if you log in to your root directory and you 

cannot see any of these guys, then assuming that they do exist, you can come on up here to server and 

just make sure that guy is checked, forced showing hidden files.  And that’s in the version 3x of FileZilla.   

If you’ve got an older version of FileZilla which you shouldn’t but if you do happen have a version in the 

2s and that same option is going to be located over here under view, where you’d have these check 

boxes here and one of them would say, force show hidden files, like this guy here.  Now, if you untick 

that, that doesn’t mean they’re going to go away because my server happens to allow them to be shown 

but if yours doesn’t, a lot of times these little trick will force them in.  You might get this box to pop up 

and it tells you basically what I just said.  Click on okay.  And if they weren’t there before and they are 

there now, cool!  If they aren’t there now, then may you just want to go ahead and contact your 

webhosting service and ask them how can you get those hidden files especially your .ht access file to be 

shown so you can not only do it but also edit it. 

That’s going to bring us to the end of this video, on having FileZilla force those hidden files to be shown.  

Thanks for watching and you have a great day. 


